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TO THE LAWS OF THE UNITED 


A. 


Accounts of Army officers, Second Auditor to 


audit and settle, in certain cases.......... {7 
Acknowledgments of deeds in the District of 
Columbia, provisions concerning ......... 1 
existing rights not affected........... .eeseee 1] 
Agricultural college, grant of public land for, 
ee acai 4i 


; 5 

ES, Cl MIE in: oc cents Mantinsain biog sine = 13 
Agricultural college scrip, further issues, &c., 
of, to any State lately in rebellion, except 


Tennessee prohibited until, &c............ 17 
acceptanee by registers and receivers of any, 
already issued, forbidden until, &c....... 47 
Agriculture, Department of, certain funds 
transferred, placed to the credit of, to be 


used in purchase and distribution of seeds 


in the southern States......... ...... ee 48 
Alabama, the government existing in, March 
23, 1867, declared to be not legal......... 45 

if continued, how to be continued...........43 
convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed ...40 
Alterations of Capitol building, under whose 


direction to be made..........6 .cseee seeeseees 43 
American Atlantic Cable Telegraph Company 
may for twenty years lay and operate cables 

on the Atlantic coast and in any harbor 
therGOn EXCePt, DC. ...... rece vesscee voeveees 2 

to commence operations in two years 42 
Government to have preference in use of the 
eable 5 
Amnesty, grant of, by Executive not to remove 
disqualification from registration or voting 


in the rebel States....... a 14 
Appropriations, for commissioners to the In- 
dian country....... “eee ete Reape nosey 39 


for expenses under the supplements to the 
acts for the more efficient government = 
the rebel States....... 40, 48, 49 
for deficiencies in, for contingent Giphnees 
of the Senate, fommyear ending June 30, 


1867, &e......... VIN babes 5 Vee dba cddb bing tee Stee 4] 
for printing laws, &e., in the ten rebellious 
ROE Ss Ki dhs . BEV oo eSLEOLIS ngbsails 41 


for expenses of House of Representatives, 41 
for salaries of Commissioner of Education 


and his clerks....... PUNGIS Liste odis dorsi yuds 41 
for repairs of Long Bridge. ......... ..0...00++ 41 
for expenses of Indian delegation visiting 

Wem iene eis ikki os es. i EEA ape oddie ns 41 
for additional watchmen, &c., in the Capi- 

tals be. bis. ii sis. bbe Sidi chk ol LNS 42 
for uniforms to Capitol police and watchi- 

SGI shine «000 bsnthth co 0. Qypkd Saphbdeahi Vedanl-0 Heed 43 
for belts, arms, &c., for Capitol police.....43 


for the support in part of the National Sol- 


diers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home in the 
District of Columbia........0..0.. cseces cosees 3 
for grading, &c., public pened, removing 
buildings, BOsioa by dese bm on c<pademenenge eo 40 
under act to establish pence with certain | 
hostile Indian tribes........ sedbeupenisend Gqees 44 | 


under act to carry into effect the claims of 
convention with Venezuela........ 46 


v 


eteeweee 


| 


INDEX 


Appropriations— Continued. 
for expenses of commissioner, &c., of 
United States at the Universal Exhibition 
at Paris me .45 
under giving y the tha inks of C on- 
gress and a gold medal to George Pea- 


resolution 


IEEE ceviiben an-cacn. neevua canes dapasnhneinheil- ceeds 15 
for the relief of freedmen or destitute col- 
ored people in the District of Colum- 
rast ese tecce Mar LEee care acedicudens 45 
for payment of salaries and mileage of mem- 
DOS OT COBRVOEEE iis Lise Weed pedees decsetere 17 
for the relief of the destitute in the western 
and southwestern States............cc. cecees 48 


for the purchase and distribution of seeds in 
the southern States 
Architeet of Capitol extension to have super- 
vision, &c., of repairs and alterations of 
OCapitod :bathdiae. esata. tik esl RU... 4: 
and of grading, filling 
SRI Ici assn aicnaacaschdintgisiaiabemisiaangeiis aaa 
Arkansas, the government e xisting in, Mare h 
23, 1867, declared to be not legal... ......4¢ 

if continued, how to be continued............ 4; 
convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed. ...40 
Army officers, Second Auditor to audit and 
settle aceounts of, in certain cases. ......47 
Arrests, Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate and 
House of Representatives may arrest and 
detain persons violating rules and regula- 
tions, to secure Capitol from defacement, 

&e Oe cee. cocces Ce eeees Cee See Peee Sees ce ececeesce ceeeee 43 


Art, objects of, imported for presentation, to 


up, 


be exempt from customs dusy 9 va ane cédinien 16 
Assigninents of claims of tain colored sol- 
diers, sailors, and tienda not to be rec- 
ognized by disbursing officer............... 47 


Atlantic Dock, Government warehouses on, in 
Brooklyn, New York, may be sold at auc- 
HOD. pcncn.coneescee.col@beeteebhills Shih Eslébsiils- 

Secretary of Treasury may e Kecute deed.. 

Attorney General, to approve title, &e., of iand 
in Long Island harbor before it is taken 
possession of by the United States........ 44 


to approve title to Ruggles ligt near 
New York mavy-yard. ...... 2.005 -ceeee sees 48 
B. 

Bankers, to pay a tax of ten per cent, upon 
notes of cities, &c., paid out by them after 
May 1, el ne eae Ride 41 

how to be collected ..........:s.cececeee ceeeee see 41 


Banking associations and banks to pay a tax 
of ten per cent. upon notes of cities, &c., 


paid out by them after May 1, 1867...... 41 
tax, how to be collected ... 2.0... 166 ceseeeeee cee 41 
Barracks, buildings, &c., at Camp Chase to be 
turned over to national asylum, &c...... 46 
Boards of Registration—see Rebel States Regis- 
tration. 


to superintend the elections for delegates to 
conventions to frame constitutions for rebel 
States, to be appointed in military districts 
by commanding generals........... 40 


STATES. 


joards of Registration— Continued. 
duties and powers Of........ss00 seesereeeens $0, 44 
race or color not to qos for member- 
SA ORs vaieen ain stimets 3 cece segpemestoes ..44 
members may be re moved, and vacancies 
BRURP OS cenvicney ve stagnorngndinenennnestetealtces 44 


action of, not to be alfecte d by opinions of 


AMY CIVIL OUNCCTO «ces occrcam capsorenmnanndeee 44 
expenses of the, how raised and paid......40 
Boston harbor, Secretary of War may take 


possession of part of Long Island in, for 


MAIUMATY PULPOSES »+0ec0ees surecer<adraterdeures 41 
Attorney General to approve the title...... 41 
Bouligny, John K., act for the relief of heirs 
of, suspended biidald co Penihidid teva dcZtbberdene 51 


Bounty, resolution in reference to the payment, 


&e., of, due to certain colored soldiers, 
sailors, and marines. ..............0......47-48 
Boynton, Rev. Charles B., may draw amount 


app ceiietel to payment of Chay plain of 
the House 
uu of 


Bure: 'reedmen and Refugees, Commis- 
sioner of, to expend appropriations for the 
relief of freedmen, &c., in the District of 


inc ak Eta cic nee sunt enkeun cae attetlaen canis 15 
Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Com- 
pany, interest of the United States in 

‘* Market Square,”’ Burlington, lowa, re- 
leased to..... si ciel hide de aiid a ean iandaleeininii 
Burlington, Towa, an ordinanee of city coun- 
cil of, ratified...... So cmaiiaillinaci einai ioaaee 39 
interest of the U nited States in ‘* Market 
Square in, conveyed to railroad........39 
Busteed, jr., Richard, payment to............+. 1 

c. 

Camanche, joint resolution relative to the iron- 
clad a a ee 51 


Camp Chase, the barracks, &c., at, to be turned 
over to National Asylum for Disabled Vol- 


UNLECTS....0 csevevece serves ces dpe angeee sue eocece ang 46 
Canada long wools, to be included ‘Class 
2, combing wools’’...... cece Rennrien 46 


Capitol, rules and regulations made to 
the, from defacement, Kec.......... c.eeeeee 13 
appropriation for improving public grounds 
and streets about the........ cccccsce ceeees 45 

re bs airs and alterations on Capitol building 
to be under whose direction. ......... ....+ 13 
Capitol police, appropriation for compensation 
of additional entenant and private of the, 


secure 





authorized .......00 cesereee =: cdbeeeitinteliancal {3 
pattern for uniform to be Selected ...........43 
uniforms to be furnished each member of, 

how, and at what price........ ..s+-+ -eceeenee 43 
belts, arms, &c., to be furnished .......... 43 

| Chester, Pennsylvania, made a port of deliv- 

a pa dete deovem ocapaqebws cases beegous a oniaes 0042 
surveyor at, appointment, residence, and 

salary Ok dcincnuiienntadelagliane seal $0 00se cv cade cee 42 


| Chief Engineer of the Army to direct expend- 


iture of the mouey appropriated to be 
expended under the direction of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings.............. 42 
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= = 
Chief of Engineers may employ certain civil 
; engineers to make surveys, &c., of certain 
western and northwestern rivers. ......... 48 
their « ompensation ...... ve edennrasnin cpu 
China, mail steamship service between the 
United States and, to be nproved and 
extended, if, & 5 ein nici label 49 
yhipp is ofthe Mi sISSIPpl, ap propriation to 
pay expenses of delegation of............ 41 
Circuit court, times and pla es of hold ding 
and jurisdiction of, in the district of Ne- 
DOIN do sedesd xinadirnserdidida daa baeaioone 40 
‘ Citizenship, certain soldiers and sailors not to 
be deemed deserters so as to lose, from | 
COTE COE oenisit.scesd vonsevede 48 | 
Civil officers, opinion of, not to affect the action 
of district commanders or members nar 
’ board of re gistration pe uhebinnnenda Adee ueniiol 44 
Claimants for ce rat n lost property, to be paid 
judgments in their favor upon, &c........ t7 | 
Clothing, one complete suit to be furnished to |} 
each invalid soldier, an inmate of any reg 
ularly constituted ‘* Soldiers’ Home”’...59 || 
how to be delivered... .........00. .sc00 seseceees 89 | 
Clot hing, surplus, may be sold at first prices, 
to national SRP: Bla ascccccnnsiwisécqucis 16 | 
Colorado Territory, sessions of Legislative 
Assembly to be biennial............... 0006 13 
members of council to be elected for four | 
WORE ssa Soins Si ddes s icons seabed coeecy convene 13 
of the House for two years...........-...... 13 
their compensation and privilege......... 13 |) 
each House may elect an enrolling clerk...43 || 
USE Oth bist is'pis aaeipennacsistersacsan 13 |) 
pay of ehief clerk and other officers......... 43 || 
members elected in 1867, to be the first Legis- || 
lature under this act ........... c.eccecee vee 133 | 
WRON- OD MHOE 06 0056555 F Ce eek ed Asides 13 || 
Colored Soldiers, Sailors, or Marines, checks | 
or Treasury certificates issued to pay claims || 
of, for pay, bounty, prize-money, &c., due || 
to those in States where slavery existed in || 
1860, to be made payable to Commissioner || 
of reedmen’s Bureau. ............000 eeeeee 47 | 
no money to be paid except to, Kc ......... 47 | 
powers of attorney, transfers, and assign- 
ments not to be recognized ........... ehdnesl 47 | 
discovery, payment, &c., Of claimants to be | 
IIT nnierenin Remenasnmteenclinaudadiiate 47 | 
in settlements with agents or attorneys, strict | 
compliance with scale of fees enjoined...48 
agents, &c., demanding repayment of money | 
advanced, to make oath .............02ee-00 18 | 
amount found due to claimants to be paid in 
GRR OUEE SITE co scndkc choennath.snn enanemenanieied 48 | 
disbursements to be made under rules gov- 
erning disbursing officers of the Army...48 
Commanding Generals—see Lebel States. 
in the military districts, duties of, in regard 
OOo TN is a tnetnstienanan ccna 839, 43-44 
certain acts of, in military districts, ap- || 
UWI narconenyenceuntiecncccpesdMnntmeiee aside i4 | 
Commission, to treat with the hostile Indian 
SEUUFON. cipnaecoe connene>. necngnten auateibeen auamaneee 44 
appointment of, and of whom to consist...44 | 
_ their powers UGE GONCIUE,< cons cncccgsccrs .-- 44-45 | 
transportation, subsistence, &c., of......... 44 | 
SOTO PEED FUE ny cns uns cosgnnnss00 sppnnanpeees 44 


' 
| 
to report to President of the United States, 45 | 
for adjustment of claims against the repub- | 


lic of Venezuela............... saananardeanent 45 | 
contingent expenses Of........ ....ccece seseesses 45 | 
pay of umpire and secretary of............:. 45 | 


. - . - * . } 
of the United States at the Universal Ex- | 
hibition at Paris, provisions concerning, 45 


powers and duties of commissioners........ 45 
(See Universal Exhibition.) 
Commissioner—see Commissioners. 
for adjustment gf claims upon the republic | 

of Venezuela, pay and travel of, in....... 45 
contingent expenses Of ..........0.....00 ee geen OO | 
Commissioner of Education, appropriation for 

salary of, and of clerks ........... Sb shetes 41 

for furnishing offices and stationery.........41 


to obtain certain educational statistics in the 
District of Columbia, and report same 


TOOT Oe eee e eee ee 


to report to Congress upon the relative effi- 
ciency of the system of publie schools || 
in the District of Columbia, and whether | | 
additional legislation is necessary 49 |) 


i 
| 





rr 


| 


INDEX TO 


Commissioner of Freedman’s Bureau, duty of, | 
in regard to the collection and payment 


of moneys, &c., due to colored soldiers, 


sailors, or marines, residents of States 
where slavery existed in 1860.............. 47 
discovery, payment. &c., of claimants to be 
$CRCRBOR ic cise Bo chs dhe ovhch sedis <cveoeonsest 47 
to be held re sponsible for custody and dis- 
bursements of such funds ...............06 47 
to adhere to scale of fees in setthement with 
Gents OF ALUOTMST Ix. csrescese so concsreee 47-48 
to pay balances due in current funds, and 
not in checks or drafts ........... sos seeceeees 48 
to make disbursement under rules govern- 
ing disbursing officers of the Army...... 48 
relief of the destitute in the southern and 


southwestern Statesto be made through, 48 | 


Commissioner of Indian Affairs, power of, = 
make treaties with Indians repealed... 

the act prohibiting making treaties, ke c. 

repe WD vise hessdosnascins acres seaman eel 4; 

Commissioner of Patents, may appoint addi- 

tional principal and assistant examiners 

in Patent Office................ a avebinlene teed 42 


Commissioner of Public Buildings, money ap- 


* Ore 


propriated to be expended under direction | 


of, to be expended under direction of Chief 
Engineer of the Army, &c..........00 eseee 42 


| Commissioners to Indian country, appropria- 
tions for expenses Of..........s.00 cesses seoeeet 39 

to be appointed to ascertain the amount of 
money spent by Indiana and Ohio in rais- 

ing, &c., State forces during the rebel- 
SADR snsrcucpacentad oveqebees gebscntenspasesdhe sone 


their powers, duties, mode of working, &e.42 


| Commissioners of election, three to be ap- 


pointed in each voting precinct in the cities 
of Washington and Georgetown.......... 48 | 
their term of office, duties, powers, and 
pay 


COR ee POOR RRO e RHEE THEE BOER OH EHH Ee HEHE REED 


falsely swearing in certain matters before, to | 


BP DREIAET ssccee. veed posesicnsssonkd-sbersdaw vee 48 
Commissions, relative to payments for slaves 
drafted or received as volunteers to be 
dissolved, and commissioners and clerks 
a snbentndanniasn pmencesnitl sdbbisis Ebhjeee 48 
Congress, members of, may be elected man- 
agers of the National Asylum for Disabled 

V cla nUR OO ewiid teste das. sis ievnen weds dat bibdce ed 39 
monthly payment of salaries to be made to 
those who have taken the required oath, 47 
mileage to July 1, 1867, to be paid toi? 
to approve constitutions of rebel States, 


eeteweee 


transmitted to them by the President, if, 
OO2 45 © OC ee ee bee e ee vee cece ee Ceres tre eee eee seeees 40 
to declare the § States entitled to representa- 
peg BE) BOG BA iid think 655. DOE td. 40 


Senators and Representatives to be admitted 


to, from such States.............. bcs halla okt 40 | 


thanks of, to be presented to George Peabody, 
45 


Constitutions—see Conventions; Rebel States. 


provisions for calling conventions to form, | 


for rebel States...............sse0ee seeeee BD, 44 
when formed, to be submitted to registered 
voters for ratification yreceesnene coe wownbaeetees 40 
what vote, necessary to ratification......... 40 
copies of, to be sent tothe President and 
by him to be transmitted to Congress...40 
to be approved by Congress, if, &c.......... 40 
Conventions—see Rebel States. 
to form constitutions in the several rebel 
States, provision for the election of dele- 


BREED 10 ...0000055 c0gqeescnccee cessceuees eseesence pes of 
to consist of what members, and how appor- 

CINE LS HR iets tebh nid fide es Ryd hieipiee 40 
votes for, how to be counted and returned, 40 
what vote to authorize the holding of...... 40 
powers and duties Of............. eeeeeee + veeeee4O 
compensation of members, &c., of......... 40 
expenses thereof to be raised by tax........ 40 


Crete, declaration of the sympathy of the 
people of the United States with the suf- 


fering people of....... bbb TOR de Wldldinse 49 

D. 
|| Deeds, rovision for the acknowledgment of, 
in the District of Columbia.......... ideas 41 


Deficiency appropriation, for a for the 
year ending June 80, 1867..................41 


42 | 


| Deficiency appropeiation—Continued. 


contingent expenses of the Senate.......... $] 
clerks to committees.......000. 0 41 
pages, horses, and carryalls.............., 41 
MURAD GM AMONG aes 2000s es ansessen sive seacacics 4] 
hydration of the atmosphere of the Senate 
CRINGE is excintesins scsntiidle westhnk iitensséacces $] 

| House of Representatives......... 0000.00... 4 
stationery, newspapers, and miscellan. 
CNG: -nsccsens edeesabhindisindiin tehees tiikcas.. 41 


Department of State, detailed statement of 
expenditures of the commission of the 
United States at the Universal Exhibition 
at Paris, to be made to Congress through, 45 

Deserters, certain soldiers and sailors not to 
be deemed, from the Army or Navy, for 
certain acts, so as to lose citizenship. ...43 

forfeitures of pay, &c., not removed......... 43 

Destitute colored people, in the District of 

Columbia, appropriation for the relief of, 45 
how to be expended 45 
Destitute of the South, Secretary of the Navy 


may charter vessel to convey provisions 


OOOOH EH CHER He Hee eeenee 


from Baltimore to W ilmington, North 
Ick cance whee nasicin tabs Sindawassuassdarcasccdd 17 
how to be Gietribwuted ess. cccccsiss csceceviccsccse 47 
Secretary of War to issue supplies of food 
ee 48 
issues to be made through the Freedmen’s 
SPE reas reer ie ste cs net deen tease tcocecect 48 


Diplomatic service, of the United States, per- 
sons in, not to wear any uniform, or official 
costumes, unless, &e. ......... .csceceee ceceee 46 

Direct taxes in insurrecticnary districts, em- 
ployment of persons to collect, to be dis- 


| 
| 


| 


continued, when, &C.......... ..csce sececsees 46 

| by what officers to be collected............... 46 
District attorney, for the district of Nebraska, 
appointment, duty, and pay of............ 40 


|| District Courts, times and places of holding 
and jurisdiction of, in the district of Ne. 


braska .: ........ RCMtistn Teer he et ws 40 
District judge, one to be appointed for the 
Grateict OF DRODTMSKE <...00000ce cocccc ceoce cass 40) 





his jurisdiction and salary 40 
of lowa, to act as judge in Nebraska, until, 
ii ceca snnnie pepersees Sa siemens on tniiaen Seneas 40 


District of Columbia, deeds for the convey- 

ance of real estate in, how may be ac- 

eR is cateuiatn cenkas pracetinathasnnetys+ 41 

existing rights not affected........ eacineiiiaie 41 
appropriation for relief of freedmen, or des 

titute colored people in................... 15 

how to be expended......-..5 scsseree cere 45 


certain statistics respecting public schools 
in, to be obtained, and reported to Con- 
gress at its next regular SESSION ......0..4 47 

(See Commissioner of Education. ) 
payment of expenses incurred by judges of 
election in Washington and Georgetown, 
resolution relative t0.......... ++ 48 
commissioners of election in each voting 
precinct in those cities........... 48 
Donahue, Ryan, & Secor, to be paid ioe losses 
incurred in construction of the monitor 
END Lenmanraefescntipcundenenainn ashi nattl 51 
Dredge-boats, two, togbe built and operated 
to keep open the passes at the mouth of 


the Mississippi .....0... cesses ssereeeee seeeeees AT 
Duties, customs, upon umbrellas, parasols, 
and sunshade, ..........6..cseee eeesee seeeseees 46 
wire spiral furniture springs ..........+.-.0+ 46 
objects of art imported for presentation and 
steam plows to be free of duty............ 46 


the words ‘unmixed with silk’’ stricken out 
of provision concerning tariff on web- 


| 
bings, beltings, Mc. ..........0..60 eee g.ssath? 
repeal of duty on lastings not to apply to 
certain lastings........ Mass sties..c60s4T 


Duties, re exacted upon mer- 
chandise ~ AN in Hawaiian vessels, to 
We welled ..)ei cid boots i Ute sds, cove. vO 


| Education, appropriation for salary of Com- 
missioner of, and his clerks. ..............-41 


Educational Statistics, certain, in the District 
of Columbia, to be obtained and seppertas 
to Cong '288........ceeeee eee re Yj 

(See Commissioner of ‘Education. ) 


THE 


Elections—see Lebel States. 
of delegates to conventions to establish con- 
stitutionsin certain rebel States, provisions 


CONCETEMAR eve déer tj wu dsoe nemeeqs 39-40, 44 
as to the ratification of the constitutions 

formed by the conventions ............ 39, 40 
all to Be DY BOOS. .<2e00s00, ccredinternbetesnapece 40 | 


in Washington and Georgetown, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, payment of expenses 
incurred by the judges of. 48 
Elec tions— Continued. 
certificate of judges as to correctness of an 
account to make it a legal debt against 


ee pengnederuepeesees 48 
commissioners of, to be appointed in each 
VOCE PTO cavers caswespenvepece coeces 48 | 
term of office, pay, powers, and duties 
Rernausrvedh rape neenqnseeds seb sind intent 48 
falsely swearing in certain matters before, to 
RO. ROCIIEG esis et entender sens jp ib bapdlie acvecs 48 


Evans, Morris Rice, may ‘be examined for ad- 


mission to the Naval Academy............ 49 |) 


Examiners, in Patent Office, additional - 
cipal and assistant may be appointed... 
Exemption, from internal tax, wrapping: oe 

and wooden ladders... .......csieeseseee coves 41 

Executive proclamation, provision for publi- 

cation of, in newspapers, in the District 

of Columbia. and in several States...... 41 
Exhibition—see Universal Exhibition. 

Universal, at Paris, provisions concerning || 


the United States commissioner at....... 45 
F 
Florida, the government existing in, March 23, 
1867, declared to be not legal............. 43 
if continued, how to be continued........... 43 


convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed, 39-40 


Forfeitures, of pay, bounties, pensions, and 
allowances by soldiers and sailors from 
certain acts not remitted................eee 13 

Fox and Wisconsin rivers, time for comple- 
tion of improvement of, extended........ 45 

Freedmen, appropriations for the relief of, in 
the District of Columbia... ......... .......0. 15 

WOW UG WS GOGO oes. oon cess ccnee covven ceeees 15 

Freedmen’s Bureau—see Commissioner of 


Freedmen’s Bureau. 

duty of the commissioner and officers and 
agents of, in the collection and payment 
ot moneys, &c., due to certain colored sol- 
diers, sailors, and marines............ 47-48 


LAWS OF THE UNITED 


| Honorary commissioners, of the United States 


at the Universal Exhibition at Paris, pro- 


visions concerning...... ...... eiitida Lhaws 45 
House of Representatives, appropriation for 
stationery, for newspapers, and miscella- 
QING ig tices cats sean eahind eat itt $1] 


power of Sergeant-at- Arms of, as to appoint- 
ments of watchmen, gate-keeper, Kc...42 

as to making rules and regulations to 
secure the Capitol from defacement, 

SRE aed wtrads hetenenge thtes vente <benduteweianecee 43 
contingent tund of, payment into, of moneys 
appropriated for pay and uniform of watch 
TAM) Ccceserite sooncscse'sesevece : 


Indiana, commission to be appointed to ascer- 
tain the amount of money spent by, in 
raising, &c., State forces during the rebel- 


TG: ecsdaten sine cenit aehbiecitasamiaieiiia nite a alee 12 
commissioners to do what, and their pay, 42 
certain disbursements to be allowed........ 42 

others not to be.......... ce. a sieitastabiine {2 
in stating the account, certain items of ex- 

penditure to be given separately........... 12 
rates of compe »nsation to be allowed........ 42 
commissioners to make wnitten report to 

Secretary of Treasury...... ai> seeeeteeesdhsss 42 
accounts to be audited, and sums found due 

to be ps ae i 42 


Indian country, appropriation for expenses of 
commissioners sent by President to 


| Indian delegations, appropriations to pay ex- 


in distributing relief to the destitute of the | 


Southern and Southwestern States 


Friction Matches, may be carried on board 


arene 18 | 


passenger steamers, and how.............. 46 
G. 
Gate-Keepers, at the Capitol, to be appointed | 


by the Sergeant-at- 
House of Representatives.......... ed 42 
their compensation, and how payable...... 43 
General of the Army, power of disapprotal of 
acts of commanders of military districts, 43 
invested with power to suspend, remove, 
appoint, &c., any civil or military officer 

in rebel States... ,......06 see -.43-44 
Generals Commanding—see Rebel States. 


Arms of Senate and | 


in the military districts, duties in regard to 


FOGIStEMLION Viki. cesses. sevecdens 39-40, 43-44 | 
provisions concerning | 


Georgetown, D. C., 
SEBRING CR iiss- data! civid ey 00s 0 reese sud aves 48 
Georgia, the government existing in, March 
23, 1867, declared to be not legal..:.....43 

if continued, how to be continued........... 43 
convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed, 30-40 
Gold medal,.to be given George Peabody in 


the name of the people of the United 
BABOW 03. srs bis. 0s Ceechd cuted eloeodssted ett HIG 2 45 
Grading, public grounds, appropriations for, 43 
by whom to be expended.............. 0.0.6.4. 43 


Hi. 


Harmon, Malinda, name to be placed on pen- 


SOMO ee «ane osendhoo0b prghentder sovedess papeecese Ol 
Harmon, Matilda, act granting pension to, re- 
DU sécints cnthis pnovee aaealingies dace mprepatidbese 51 


Hawaiian vessels, discriminating duties ex- 
acted upon merchandise imported in, to 
to DO TOTURMRE 001 -pasiconeseord sroscheneinass 


45 Il 


visiting Washington, to 
&e $1-42 


penses of certain, 
negotiate treaties, 


|| Indian hostilities, claimants for property lost in 


the suppression of, in Oregon and Wash- 
ington, to be paid judgments in their 


ST a nidckns enkhtedtie tenet denen sheets 47 

Indians, districts to be selected for permanent 

home for certain, by commissioners.....44 
members of tribes only to enter thereon, 44 | 


not to interfere with travel on highways 


nor with certain railroad routes....... 


Indian tribes, act to establish peace with cer 
Ie I ee el $4 
the President to appoint a commission. ...44 | 
commission to consist of whom.............. 14 
powers and duties Of........... sececeeee eevee 44 
transportation and subsistence of......... $4 | 
permanent home for certain, to be select- 
Wo ccccecess ciespansd leaded mab cokes 


44 


services of mounted volunteers may be ac- 
cepted t , PUD Pas hostilities with..... 14 | 
- ; t P 
pay, subsistence, Gi, Of... co cscc ccc cccececns 44 


appropriation for expeuses under this act, 44 
nsurrectionary districts, loyment of per- 


empl 
sons for the collection ot { dire -ct taxes in, 


to be discontinued when, &e............... 46 
Internal tax, wrapping-paper to be exempt 
SN Ga wicca sckan vine da discdvand dsdenicben ean aked 41 
ladders made wholly of wood to be exempt 
from :.:..2.. PP Fete teres cote en tee 41 
national banking associations, banks, bank- 
ers, &c., to pay ten per cent. upon 
amount of notes of cities, towns, &c., 

paid out by them after May 1, 1867...41 

tax how to be collected............ — 41 
Invalid soldiers, one complete suit of clothing 
to be furnished to, when inmates of a reg- 
ularly constituted ‘* Soldiers’ Home ”’...39 
how to be delivered ......5.. scesccces cosccocse 00039 


Iowa, district judge of, to act in Nebraska 


until a judge is appointed. .:.... ............ 41 
J. 
Japan, mail japoganahins service between the 
United States and, to be improved and 
QR OMA s Moy: Oe 9s « eergpettvviemnsnwebits 49 


Judges of election iu Washington and George- 
town, District of Columbia, expenses in- 


curred by, how to be paid oboe idee’ oe ere 48 
certificates of, as to correctness of an ac- 

MRE CHOCE OF bc ices ence rotates ines odsis 48 
may administer oaths ...... ..206. ..006- a 48 
willfally false statements before, to be per- 

OEE crepe cen solenen er egvenncexbegeosebe peseess 48 


'| Judges of supreme court, in the District of 


Columbia, to appol int commissioners of ' 


election for each voting precinct in Wash- 
ington and Georgetown 


cbondeetelad one i3 


44 | 


STATES. 


Vil 


K. 
Kansas Indians, eS © pay expenses 


of delegations of . tl 
L. 
Ladders, made wholly of wood, exempted 
oy | a es ‘1 
Lakes Erie and Ontario, surveys, plans, and 
estimates 'o be made for ship-canal to 
CR Chssn nee case cesta saseestan kasnnnnnt ena ib 
Lastings, &c., tariff provisions cor cerning, 47 


Laws, provisions respecting the publication of, 


in newspapers in the District of Columbia 
and the several States......... ...ccs ccaees 41 
Lincoln Monument Associ lation, act to incor- 
porate the, and its object........... cceeeeee 2 


first trustees and vacancies 2 





property of corporation, and what exe upt 
RO i 2 
rules and regulations, and collection of 
NS Rieti ienaisieeBagnedecen td tihiannebiaen aedl 12 
officers and board of mana | 42 
oo Bg °° ee aie 12 
Long bridge, appropriation for repairs of....41 
Long Island, Secretary of War may take pos 
session of part of, in Boston harbor, for 
BAER  WOTIROUE 520005. 44-+0n beetgpenepecins 3 
Attorney General to approve the title...... +1 
Lost property, claimants for certain, to be paid 
judgments in their favor, upon, &e AT 
Louisiana, the government existing in, March 
23 1867, declared to be not legal.........48 

if coutineed, how to be continued........ 43 
convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed, 39-40 


laws and treaties of the United States, to be 


published in three newspapers in......... i1 
Louisville and Portland canal, expense of 
completing to be estimated.. ............... 47 


M. 


Mails, transportation of the, Postmaster Gen- 
eral may cancel contract for, and make a 


DOW ODC..ccccccs cocves ceccee coscdvace covsed eae 46 
Mail steamship service, between the United 
States and China and Japan, to be ex- 
tended and improved ...... 0.0... seeeeeeeeeee 19 

to be done without additional expense.....49 
Maine, certain post-roads established in.....48 
Marshal, for the district of Nebraska, appoint- 
ment, duty, and pay Of..........0.se.0+ ceeees 40 
Medical stores, surplus, may be sold at first 
prices, to National Asylum, &c........... 16 
Members of Congress, may be elected mana- 
gers of the National Asylum for Disabled 
FRO srestenn xen netenneeeil 39 


payment of, compensation and mileage to..47 
(See Conqress. ) 


Military Districts—see Rebel States ; Regist: 


tion. 
duties of commanding generals in, as regards 
FOMUATGION «oh. 056 Fick cc db cece secti 39-40, 43-44 


certain acts of Army officers in, confirmed, 44 
Minister resident, of the United States, resi 
dent in Venezuela, if appointed commis- 
sioner, to adjust claims, to receive certain 
com pensation 45 
Mississippi, the government existing in, March 
1867, declared to be not legal.........48 


if continued, how to be cantinued........... 13 
convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appvuinted. ...40 


Mississippi, the, two dredge-boais to be built 
and operated to keep open the passes at 

Ce MOGtH OF25. ii LT ATR Bid .sks AT 
Mounted volunteers, services of certain, may 
be accepted to suppress hostilities with 
Indians 44 
pay, 


subsistence, &c., 0 
N. 

National Asylum for Disabled Volunteer Sol 

diers, members of Congress may be elected 


managers Of the.......-..---++ceeee seenee eeceee sy 
barracks, buildings, &c., at Camp Chase to 
be turned over to the managers of....... 16 


surplus clothing, quartermasters’ and medi- 
cal stores to be sold to, at first prices...46 
National b: snking associations, to pay a tex 


of ten pér cent. upon notes of cities, &e.. 
paid out by them after May 1, 1867...... 
tax, how to be collected... 


4) 
41 


Tee Cee eres eee 








Vill 


National Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphan Home, 
appropriation for the support in part of, 
and how expended..........ssscseces eeseeeees 43 

Navy-yard, New York, the Ruggles property 
adjoining, may be purchased, without, 
OG conde vuvien aubacdebs Jeqreteel meaevenietiag eel 48 


title to be otherwise approved. .......6....0+. 48 


Nebraska, made one judicial district, and how |! 


called, attached to eighth judicial district, 40 


judge, marshal, and attorney to be ap- | 
UIOEE Wilincocev. consis eeguan pniwosgunetl etsedd 40 
salaries, powers, and duties................ 40 
times and places of holding circuit and dis- |} 
TOE ICON oa cpec nope sevens. cvseas teatnoeabaatees 40 | 
provisions for pending process, appeals, and | 
WETS OF QUEUE cic ccc00s avanacenseseu uname 40 
district judge of Iowa to act in Nebraska || 
until judge is appointed. ......... .cceceee oe 40 
public land granted to, for an agricultural | 
GOTNED is scodccbvarutivastes thssennarssusivenes 43 | 
amount of land to be granted.............. 43 | 
New Mexico, certain laws passed by the Legis- | 
lative Assembly of, made valid............ 46 | 


7 


North Carolina, the government existing in, | 
March 23, 1867, declared to be not legal, 48 

if continued, how to be continued........... 43 
convention in, for forming constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed, 
39-40 

QO. 
Oath—see Rebel States; Registration. 

form of, to be taken before registration in 
the several military districts... ............39 


WO £0, BET IIOR sac cas endconccensser crea chqoes wll 
true intent and meaning Of..............+00 «+ 44 
to include all civil offices, &c............. 44 
all persons elected or appointed to office in 
the military districts, to take.............+ 44 
knowingly swearing falsely in taking the oath 
to be perjury, and how punished...........40 


Official costume, persons in the diplomatic 
service of the United States not to wear, 
11008, Re ons crwans.sesncnrew cence WebisAetesss 46 

Ohio, commissioners to be appointed to ascer- 
tain the amount of moneys spent by, in 
raising, &c., State forces during the re- 
bellion 

Ohio river, surveys, &c., to be made for ship- 
canal around the falls of the............... 7 

Oregon Territory, claimants for property lost 
in suppression of Indian hostilities in, to 
be paid judgments in their favor, upon, 


dd0de 0d. sbédastbton ede sasedevid 47 
P 





Ke 


Parasols, customs duty upon, ...........000 00 +46 
Pardon, Executive, not to remove disqualifi- 
cation from registration or voting in the 
ER Sespoce 44 
Paris—see Universal Exhibition. 
commission of the United States at........45 
Patent Office, additional principal and assist- 
ant examiners may be appointed in....,.42 
total annual expenses not to exceed total 
annual reCeipts........ceee see ceeeecee pnaniepece 42 
of rear Admiral............ cs.ece serseses ee | 
Pay, resolution in reference to the collection, 


&c., of, due to certain colored soldiers, || 


sailors, and marineS..........+++. sve vecevehs—48 
Peabody, George, thanks of Congress presented | 
LO... wees cdviceence weeceeces conceenes veesces oe sovccecs .45 
gold medal to be struck and presented to, 

~ in the name of the people of the United 


oe ee ee ee meson 
appropriation therefor....... sepeppenvogipese 45 
Pension to Malinda Harmon......... sain}. 61 
Perry, John, to have the benefit of the provis- 


ions of the pension act. ....... 0.0.00 seseeees 51 
Perjury, knowingly swearing falsely in taking 
the oath required for registration in the 
rebel States, to be, and how punished...40 
Port of deliyery, Chester made, in the district 
of Philadelphia........ biveven cle vestibee severe 42 
BUTVEVOP Bb, BW. oc. ceeds co cvecevoce cosese tesdeveee 42 
Postmaster General, to determine the terms 
for the preference in the use of the cables 
laid by the American Atlanti¢ Cable Tele- 
graph Company, on Atlantic coast, &c., 42 
may cancel a certain contract for carrying 
the mail, and make a new one............46 


— 


Publie schoo 


| 
Paulding, Hiram, appropriation to pay claim 
| 
| 
' 


INDEX TO. 


| Post roads, certain, established in Maine....48 || Rebel States, boards of registration 


President of the United States, to transmit to 
Congress forthwith copies of constitution 


of rebel States sent to him... ......... ...e0 40 | 


to appoint court officers for the district of 
Netoraahetve sii: esse evesssscsses st6ee0 betes sibees 40 
law allowing the, to make treaties with In- 
dian tribes, repealed..............csseeeees 41 
this prohibition repealed....................45 
to appoint commissioners to ascertain the 


amount of money spent by Indiana, &c., | 
during the rebellion. ................ Hilibies 42 | 
to appoint such commissioners for Obio, 42 | 


to appoint a commission to treat with hostile 


Indians, make treaties. Kc... ...... 2.204 ++ 44 | 


duty of, as to accepting the services of 
mounted volunteers for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities... ............-s0.ss00 44 


under the act, to carry into effect the | 


convention with the republic of Ven- 
I tes acdsee SabeSdashgiietilats tenes 45 


to cause a gold medal to be struck, X&c., to | 


be presented to George Peabody.........45 
tocommunicate to the Government of Turkey 
the resolution of Congress expressing sym- 
pathy with the suffering people of Crete, 49 
Printing, in the Treasury Department and its 
bureaus, how may be done, ................. 43 
Prize money, resolution in reference to the 





| 
i} 
} 


payment, &c., of, due to certain colored | 


soldiers, sailors, and marines......... 47-48 


| Provisions, transportation of, to the destitute 


OF tid DOUG 26. iscsi fai iel iciad 47 
issue of, to the suffering of the southern and 
Bouth western States. sscise cre cocsccene odepes 48 


1] ° ° . “ 
| Publication of the laws, treaties, and Execu- 


tive proclamations in newspapers in the 
District of Columbia, provisions respect- 


ROIS 5 deca bagi ede Sd bcs iddag HES Aid Waele! Gabbth- see 4] | 
in the ten rebellious States. ................008 41 | 


Clerk of the House to select the newspapers 
in each State in which laws, &c., are to be 
ING vai bison boccnarta mi doknghihe sionssbih eos 41 

Secretary of State to furnish copies for pub- 
SE. ied wntsic'ssvenesi sine baviingets nisaien edhbes 41 

in Louisiana, laws and treaties to be pub- 
lished in three papers.............ssseesscees 41 

appropriations to carry act into effect.....41 
Public Grounds, appropriation for grading, 
filling up, improving, and removing build- 
TPR ied sok hae sde ace dct sen douatbiphvee oes 43 
how to be expended ........ Sbidsepdiebbdbeqons one 43 
Public property, rules and regulations to be 
sede to ee ee a 

s, in the District of Columbia, 

the commissioner of education to report 

to Congress concerning....... bay sdckodeh Sie 47 
Publie works, money appropriated for, to be 
expended under the direction of the Sec- 
CURALG OF WORE 3 iii Ca is ntdidil dicts cs 48 


ee eens ween 


Quartermasters’ stores, surplus, may be sold 
at first prices to National Asylum, &c....46 


R. 
Rebel States, act supplementary to the act for 
the more efficient government of the. ...39 
the word “ article” in sixth section of former 
act, to mean ‘‘section’’.............66 606.40 
registration to be made of certain male citi- 
zens of each military district before 


September 1, 1867...........s000 seseeeeee 3D 

to include residents of twenty years of age 
and upward, qualified to vote for dele- 
gates, and who have taken oath......39 
SUE IN sc phcs state tvronie exntneess a besealnsae 
by whom to be administered........ ised 
true intent and meaning of............ 44 


after completion of registration and notice 
of times and places therefor, an electfon 
is to be held of delegates to a convention 
to establish a constitution.............. 39-40 
at election, vote to be taken for or against a 
COM POMEIOM 6 56560655 siecce eee lh pbs cede cec ee 40 
who to count and return votes ............40 


boards of registration to be appointed in each 
district by commanding general...40, 44 
officers composing, to take prescribed oath, 
40 

knowingly swearing falsely in taking the 
oath, to be Perjury. ......ccceseeee eee 40 





es to be ap- 

pointed in eaeh district by commanding 
general— Continued. 

to superintend the election and make re- 


CHG. od. oii Oo eee eee wc ccee eens et eeee seetes enue, 40 
to ascertain and proclaim the persons elected 
O8- Sele gOS 5... .iscsss ses Re 40 


to notify delegates to assemble, if a major- 
ity of the votes are for a convention... 49 
oll elections under this act to be by ballot, 49 
convention, to consist of what numbers cer. 
tain States, and how apportioned...... 49 

of what number in Virginia, and how ap- 
parhogegsii3s pescss veils... 40 

to be held if a majerity of the votes cast 
are for a convention............... 00... 10 

but not unless a majority of all the regis. 
tered voters vote onthe questions. ...40 

to meet and frame a constitution, which 
shall be submitted to the registered 
voters for ratification. ......... .......00.. 40 
compensation of delegates to.............., 40 
tax to be imposed therefor... ............40 
election to ratify the constitution, how to 
be notified and when to be held, &c.....40 
if constitution is ratified by a majority of 
the votes cast, half of the voters voting, 

a copy thereof is to be sent to the Presi- 
A Re ee trees 40 
President to transmit copy to Congress...40 
Congress to approve constitution, if, &c., 
and to declare the State entitled to rep- 
SOOSIRNION, GEE over scesecnes cnevee cceses 40 
additional supplementary act................. 48 
meaning and intent of former act declared, 43 
government in certain rebel States declared 
DION TOT TN cde vigdtoeushspnnbsonanonn ve 43 

if continued, to be subject to military com- 
manders and the paramount authority of 
GIN, ccanettlt heel inne <sinbemditeih tinwese 43 
commanders of districts may suspend or 
remove any civil or military oflicer...43 
their action subject to the disapproval of 
the General of the Army................. 43 
may appoint persons to fill the vacancies, 43 
General of the Army to have power to make 
removals, suspensions, and to fill vacan- 
Si satavseises <ingitnag Maeianile antenatal’ 43-44 
acts of Army oflicers in removing persons 
from civil offices and filling vacancies, 


EE EAEIOL LA LILIES PALL ERD EI 44 
commanders of districts to remove all dis- 
loyal persons, &c., from office..........44 


action of, not to be affected by opinions of 
any civil officer of the United States...44 
boards of registration, powers and duties 
en isnpaunvies sdtins waditne nee Sveueae tnanennenves 44 
race or color not to disqualify for mem- 
Paraben O0) asi cepisss -sniicie chs opixcepehe tale civne 4h 
members of, may be removed and vacan- 


cies filled........... Bechiiddde kde dirielébdade aoe 44 
time of completing registration may be ex- 
COO coin dss svereaiche ctptiisnds sttssee sibant screvs Ml 
registration lists may be revised.............44 


notice of time and place to be given.....44 
names of other persons may be added...44 
Executive pardons or amnesty not to remove 
disqualification for registration or vot- 


ING.i-.00e. ds teinbiideoe bdknhib Mebbb a Gbbidcddéab dbsbo olive 44 
those elected or appointed to office in the 
military districts to take the oath......... 44 


opinions of civil officers not to affect action 
of district commanders, &c..............-gf4 
provisions of these acts to be construed |ib- 
GODLY ivi sssiccisiad te eos < abe 
appropriation for expenses of carrying into 
effect the act for the government of the, 48 
not to exceed $500,000...... roe 48 

one million dollars appropriated.............49 


we eee ener 


Registers and receivers of land offices not to 


receive agricultural college scrip already 
issued to States in rebellion, until, &c...47 


Registration—see Mebel States; Boards of 


Registration. 
to be made of certain male citizens of each 
military district before September 1. 


SOOT Bea BAS ese 89 

to include whom. ...... .........-...08 = eee 89 

form of oath to be taken............. .. 2-39, 40 
intent and meaning of the oath declared, 4 

who to administer the oath......... .......- .39 








Registration—( Saiteend 
time of completion of, may be extended... 44 
lists may be ea asec) aik Tens meeraiedins 44 


names of other persons may be added......44 
Executive pardons or amnesty not to remove 

disqualifications.......+0 cserseerecereeye veered 
appointment, duties and powers of boards 


oe ee 


Oh enasees i uadigtessea tied onieewiiin a 40, 44 

members of boards of, may be removed and 

vacancies filled.......... dieses aac icesariatal 44 

race Or oo not to disqualify for mem- 
SEEN WIET + <i pun ceadteactseciddn beeeaiioxces {4 | 

Repairs, of Sanit building , under whose di- 

SOCAN WEE DG NG fo oreo noe gi 0cec codccmasenee 43 


Ruggles property, the, adjoining the New York 
navy-yard, may be bought without the 
previous assent of the State of New York, 
if title is otherwise approved............... 48 

Ryan, Donahue, and Secor, to be paid losses 
sustained in the construction of the moni- 
tor Camanche........c.iseeceees base 


Schools, public, in the District of Columbia, 
the Commissioner of Education to report 


to Comgress COMCEFNING, ......... cesece seers 47 
Scotland, the steamship, resolution for the 
removal of the wreck of, repealed........ 39 


Second Auditor, to audit and settle the ac- 
counts of officers of the Army in certain 
CN ivnnk dd tas tissiakcinss + catineu daennamisies 47 

Secor, Donahue, and Ryan, to be paid losses 
sustained in the construction of the moni- 
a oo sii in ccaiedenciinsaciacee 51 

Secretary of State, to furnish copies of public 
laws, treaties, &c., to designated newspa- 


pers for publication. ........ ...00. seseee seeee 41 
Secretary of the Interior, to pay expenses of 
certain Indian delegations ....... pineuniiie 41 
power of, as to making treaties with Indian 
neue detencenes tenenninss cruxtaeetnnehes 41, 45 

to expend appropriation for grading public 
I insisic vininentncwens siimaaninans steebiiiite 43 


Secretary of the Navy, to charter a vessel to 
convey certain provisions for distribution 


among the destitute of the South......... 47 
to examine Morris Rice Evans for admission 
to the Naval Academy......... .....0008 seeees 49 


Secretary of the Treasury, to execute, &c., deed 
of Government warehouses on Atlantic 
dock, Brooklyn, New York......... ....... 41 

duty of, as to commission, &c., to ascertain 
the expenses, &c., incurred by Indiana and 
Ohio in suppressing the rebellion......... 42 
to remit discriminating duties execuj ed upon 
merchandise imported in certain Hawaiian 


i ES RES cena S eckacewinaateas 15 
to refund certain duties paid upon steam 
agricultural machinery............. slealeintenie 16 


to discontinue = employ ment of persons to 
collect taxes in insurrectionary districts, 
when, &c........ iS hainiraacnrnke AbGainu ae Sats eae wad 
Secretary of War, to furnish suit of clothing to 
each invalid soldier, a member of any regu- 
larly constituted ‘* Soldiers’ Home’’.....39 

te direct the disbursement of the appropria- 
tion for the reimbursement of West Vir- 


a don chen dian Sanne pesneuecs anne conc 
to take possession of part of Long Island in 
I 41 


to direct the expenditure of all moneys ap- 
propriated for the Washington aqueduct 
and other public works in the District of 
as ld 
to furnish transports tion, subsistence, and 
rotection to commissioners to treat with 


SE I iinceinelt vansisncen besdtbtide aieees i4 
may accept services of mounted volun- 
ne CL NORApANORhas gasemienneenen eonoeenet 44 


to turn over the barracks, &c., at Camp 
Chase, Ohio, to managers of national asy- 


lum for disabled volunteer soldiers...... 46 
to sell surplus clothing and stores to such 
national asylum..... si casaniteheamnae cane 46 


to cause surveys, plans, and estimates to be 
made for ship- canal between Lakes Erie 
I cin sue eundaialnebilin chs if; 
and for ship- canal around the falls of the 
Ohio river 47 


estimate of expense of completing the 
47 


Louisville and Portland canal. 


| Seerstary of Ww aiv=-Clontinued. 
to build and operate two dredge-boats to keep 
open the mouth of the Mississippi........ 47 
duty of, as to survey, &c., of western and 
northwestern rivers...... Bd dots ncbldd talk e. 48 
toissue through Freedmen’s Bureau supplies 
of food to prevent starvation, &e., in the 
southern and southwestern. States........ 48 
to furnish arms and equipments for the State 
of Tennessee, enough for ten thousand 
ROAD. WHREIRicc vec seccvence coveggese cannsvecqece 48 
to dissolve commissions in regard to pay- 
ment of slaves drafted or received as vol- 
WRLOORE- 60 004d seeds ida cdstssee em dghe bevE Sede d 00 248 
Seeds, of improved varieties of vegetables and 
cereals, appropriation for purchase and 
distribution of, in the southern States...48 
Senate, deficiency appropriation fer contingent 


Ox poses OF: URS. b.200. ciel. cdi gives 41 
hydration of the atmosphere of the Chamber 
OF te sii hase 808.0. HUIIRIWIA BAIT 41 


power of Sergeant-at-Arms ef, as to appoint- 

ment of watchmen, gate-keepers, oo 
42-- 

as to making rules and regulations to se- 

cure C apitol f from defacement, &c 

contingent fund of, payment into of moneys 


uppropriated for pay and uniform of 
Wy COG cccccsies cevvvizesne ecesceven 43 
Sergeants-at-Arms, of the Senate and House 


of Representatives, to appoint certain 
watchmen and gate-keepers in and about 


i i ivictienitte sedge iaetninias ven secnes 42-43 
to give orders for pay of watchmen......... 3 
to select patterns for uniform of Capitol po- 

lice and watchmen. ......0..ccccccesee csvececes 43 
to furnish each member of the force two suits 

per year, and at what cost............... 3 

as MT Ba aisintit bicnsiad sunend Hisnn ined ons 13 

appropriation therefor ..........ccsee ceeeeees 3 


appropriations heretofore made to be paid, 
one half into the contingent fund of Senate, 
and one half into that of the House.....43 
may make rules, &c., to preserve the peace, 
secure Capitol from defacement, ‘and pro- 


tect Public PLOperty ..c...cc ccccesces esesec ces 13 
may arrest and detain persons for violation 
OE CORON). WUT CB isi vcnere ceseds soniscice oven 3 


Ship-canal, to connect Lakes Erie and Onta- 
rio, surveys, plans, and estimates to be 
SN ascot cad coe Sh acoeotissedee seadbatscs 46 

expenses to come from former appropria- 
NNN dddece cddddvnis daa aaad euanca'teises: teen tain dau ) 
around the f * the Ohio river, 
&c., to be made for 

Sioux, of Lake Traverse and Upper Missouri, 

appropriations to pay expenses of delega- 
I i il ain eta ones 41 
Slaves, proceedings in relationto payment for, 


falls of surveys, 


drafted or received as volunteers, to be 
RIE isdcitnnnsadlitts Ma entisinn siacintennn 18 
commissions in relation thereto, to be dis- 


solved, and the commissioners and their 


clerks paid a a Ria tea UR eee aaa ek tS 
Soldiers, who may be managers of National 
Asylum for Disabled Volunteers......... 39 

act to clothe the maimed and destitute.....39 


one complete suit of clothing to be furnished 


to each invalid, an inmate of any regularly 


constituted ** Soldiers’ Home’’............39 

Soldiers’ Home, one complete suit of clothing 
to be furnished to each invalid s: idier, 

an inmate of any regularly constituted...39 
how to be delivered......cccoce sec ccc cccece oc "39 
South Carolina, the government existing in, 
March 23, 1867, declared to be not legal, 43 

if continued, how to be continued........... 43 


convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed.....40 
Seathans and southwestern States, resolution 
for the relief of the destitute in the...... 48 
Appropriations fOr ......... ....0+ eeeeersesseseeees 
Special deposit, one of $100,000 in coin and 
bullion in the Treasury, to be converted 
into coin and paid into the Treasury. ...46 
Statistics, respecting schools in the District of 
Columbia, to be obtained and reported to 


iieciin dcnhibiciniintiinensenticieinnnnnianihdad 47 
Steam plows, duties paid upon certain im- 
ported, to be remitted ......... ... sesece eeeees 46 
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Steamship Séotiand, resolution forthe removal 
of the wreck of the, repealed............. 89 
Submarine telegraph, American Atlantic Ca- 
ble Telegraph Company may for twenty 
years lay and operate on Atlantic coast, and 
in harbors on that coast, except, &c., 42 


to commence operations in two years... ... 42 
Government to have ney in use of 
CODES. 6c visi \.4 ivdeds sects weees d be bedebd econ 42 
Sunshades, customs duty UPON sseveecs di dvcde. 16 


Surveyor of the customs, appoititment, resi- 
dence, and pay of one at Chester, Penn- 
CPPOGWAG abba ou Lewis sd. vb ederen d. eee. 2 

Surveys, plans, and estimates, to be made for 
ship-canal around the falls of the Ohio 
TIVET .....0 40 cninen a6 dagscq eepedy and dense cebeeeNee 47 

of expense of completing the Louisville and 
Portland canal......,., . patnewae-b4@Md« 47 
for improvement of western and northwest- 
ern rivers, by whom to be made 
T. 

Tax, to be imposed in the rebel States to raise 
money to pay the expenses of convention 
to revise constitutions, &c...... 0.0... 40 

ten per cent to be paid by banks and bank- 
ers upon notes of cities, towns, &c., paid 
out by them after May 1, 1867.............41 

Taxes, e mploy ment of persons for the collee- 

t! on of dire ct, in insurre ction: ry distr 
to be discontinued, when, &c.............. 

Telegraph—see Submarine Telegraph. 

provision for laying cables on Atlantic coast, 


icts, 


except, Mince ncdsekckuaiy madabtd oxteanaenal {? 
Tennessee, certain arms and equipments to be 
POINT GBR dita scncaticawechadasssten ethos 18 

Deh Dib URINE EIR nn scat etticcceaccaces 48 
Texas, the government existing in, Mare h 23, 
1867, declared to be not legal..............43 

if continued, how to be continued............ 13 
convention in, for framing constitution, of 
whom to consist, and how appointed....40 


Traders, may be permitted to remain at mili 


tary posts on the frontier.............cc00e« i8 

to be deemed camp followers...............+ is 
not to sell certain goods to enlisted men 
BIRR GE iani ne Nesdcncasaodiay simicmmciiguxtonil i8 
Trading establishments, certain, may be per 


mitted to be maintained at military posts 

i Ce TON Gs crest ence cccéca su ceen encores: 1S 
regulationS CONCETNING...... 2.0.0. ceseeeeee cones 
Treasury Department, and its bureaus, print- 


ing in, how may be done................0.048 
number of employés not to be increased 
there by.. elas naka esl aa ee ae 3 
Treasury of the United States, a special de- 
pos it in coin and bullion in, to be con- 


verted into coin, and paid into............ 
Treaties, provisions respecting the publication 
of, in the newspapers in the District of 
Columbia. and in the several States.....41 
laws allowing the President, make, 
with Indian tribes repealed.................41 

no expense in making, with any Indian tribe 
to be incurred until after appropriation 
CI a chickeangeces sie akencaein adamantane 
this prohibition repez ie iisciscictiin tag 
Turkey, the P resident to communicate to 
Government of, the resolution of Congress 
declaring sympathy with the suffering peo- 

ON OE CBs te coans ences rein tense 

U. 

Umbrellas, customs duty upon......... ......... 
Umpire, pay of, under convention to adjust 
claims against the republic of Venezuela,45 
Uniform, of Capitol police and watchmen, how 
to be selected and furnished............... 43 
appropriation ee cna eacancnid 43 
persons in the diplomatic ay of the 
United States not to wear, unless, &c.....46 
Universal Exhibition at Paris, commission of 


e. 
a@c., to 


the United States at the......... 2. .seceeees 45 
who to be president of........---ss0seeee0 eeeees 15 
to meet in Paris, at whose call............... 15 
to make rules, &c., elect vice president, and 

appoint Committees, KC. .........cccseeee 00 40 


may designate honorary commissioners with 


Out COMPENSATION ......046 cee eceeeeeee ceeeeees ts) 
may employ secretary, clerks, and draughts 
DIGI vcnitone sa cecanasnsndaihiiien ats iirc uminbatbietila 45 


no commissioner to act as agent............ 
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« appropriation for freights and transporta- | 1867, declared to be not legal.............. 43 
ODins. cco coscce covese coesee sobvscsed osesecesoeies 45 if continued, how to be continued........... 43 
Gor iG TAROS és 0000,p00000800 100 connseaacververoes 45 convention in, for framing constitution, of || 
steam power at Paris............ povoteovess 45 whom to consist, and how apportioned, 40 
exhibition of machines, erection of build- | Volunteers, services of certain mounted, may 
$y BC, 3000000 cvcocnnes ose scdess osnssosencbouse 45 be accepted to suppress Indian hostili- 
collecting, &c., specimens of the mineral COU tS ocstin ee Uiseks Chews tote ded Coisies 44 
wealth of the United States............45 || pay, subsistence, &c., of, if accepted....... 44 
clerks, laborers, and incidental expenses | W 
at Paris and New York........0.ss000000 45 
detailed statements of the expenses to be W arehouses, Government, on Atlantic dock, 
4 made to Congress through Department of Brooklyn, New Y Ovk. ....00sere-cese scscesese 41 
een eee 45 || may be sold at public auction......-.ws...-- 41 
Vv. Secretary of Treasury to execute deeds...41 


Washington aqueduct, moneys appropriated 


Venezuela, act to carry into effect the conven- : 
for, to be expended under the direction of 


tion with the republic of, for the adjust- 
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Ww seaieeinnee, certain, in and about the Capitol 
&c., to be appointed by the Sergeant-at: 
Arms of the Senate and House 42-4: 

their compensation, and how payable.... 4 
appropriations for............6scceseee cesees. 4! 
pattern for uniform to be selected........... 
uniform to be furnished, and at what price, 43 

Webbings, lastings, tariff provisions concern. 
ing 7 

Western and northwestern rivers, surveys and 
improvements of, how to be made 48 

West Virginia, money appropriated to reim- 
burse, for expenses in suppressing the re- 
bellion, to be expended under the direc. 
tion of the Secretary of War 4] 


Wire spiral furniture springs, customs duty 


> 
) 


_ 








r. UPON nee cee see vovces vovcesteseccccces cececs cocees 46 
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pay and allowance for travel of the commis: | Washington, District of Columbia—see Elec- | ———— and Fox oo se time for completion 
iia aibined | of improvement of, extended............... 45 
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pay of minister resident of the United States 1 provisions concerning elections in........... 48 aan a a — to be included in 
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40mm Con 


wG.... 18ST SESS. 


Reconstruction. 


REMARKS OF HON. ALBERT G. BI 


OF ILLINOIS, 
HovsE o 


July q, 


IN THE REPRESENTATIVES, 


1867, 


On the bill supplementary to an act entitled ‘“‘An 


act to provide for the more efficient government of 
the rebel States,” passed on the 2d = f March, 
77, and the act supplementary thereto, passed on 





1867 


ie 23d day of March, 

Mr. BURR. Mr. Speaker, when the bill to 
which the one now pending is a supplemental 
amendment wae before the House 
prevented by the previous question, and now 
all amendments are cut off by the same rule 
though as a matter of gracious permission we 
have brief opportunity to give our views on th 
amendatory act pending and assign reasons 
controlling our votes on its 


( lebate was 


yassage. lam, 
sir, opposed to the bill now before us, as I was 
to the two bills preceding it on the same sub- 
ject. Sir, the country was justly alarmed when 
by solemn vote the declared ten 

States out of the Union, their municipal or- 
ganiaations subverted, and their inhabitants 
denied representation in this body. And when 


Congress 


by further vote the Congress declared that the 
people of those ten former States should be 
denied self-government and held subject to the 


military law as expounded and aicee 
district commanders, without limitation on the 
one hand or the right of appeal on the other, 
the alarm of the people was largely mingled 
with indignation at the legislative usurpation 
that dared strike at American freedom in the 
person of even the humblest American citizen. 
[hese acts were passed before 
March, and as an illustration of what I meant 
public alarm and indignation - ing aroused 
it, let me ask your attention » the elections 
immediately succeeding. Inthe State of Con- 
necticut a defection from the dominant party 
occurred sufficient to change it from the con- 
trol of Radicals and place its State int 

in the hands of Democrats, also to displace 
three Republican members of the Thirty-Ninth 
Congress and fill their places with 
Representatives in this Foriiet 
further answer 
tueky, by her 


this Congress, 


by 


the recess in 
by 
} 


Vv 


erests 


as 


Democratic 


In 


h Congress. 
‘radical | cislation Ken- 
recent tion of members to 

condemns in every district the 
mad fanaticism controlling the ps urty in power. 
In my own proud Illinois, at an election held 
in June in one of the three grand Taenoes of 
the State for member of our supreme court, in 
a district giving my colleague [Mr. Locan] 
last fall several thousand ery the Radicals 
y on that majority for party suc- 


seeming to rely 
party nominations for jud; 


to your 


cess, made ge and 
clerk, and the pe ople ignored both by a ma- 
jority of about five thousand. Why these 
reverses? It is, sir, because you are presum- 
ing, in a part of our jurisdiction, to subvert 
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civil government and substitu stead an 
unlimited 1 tary despotism; and t peopl 
re id dangt I in t] re rd y 1 al n ak ny, a l 
will, I trust, in time avoid the danger by sup 
pressing its autl Monstrous was th 
lewiatadion £0 #1 ch I have referred, violating 
not only the irit but the very letter of the 
Constitution, you ar not content, but now pro 
pose still more obnoxious provisions in the same 
dire¢ on, under pretense of d un Yy or ex 
plaining the latent or concealed meaning of 
the original measure. And a ling to the 
terms of the bill now pending what w the 
meaning or intent of the bill to w h tl i 
ana Iment Che y first clause in this 
b | dec re S$} "tO have | ecn the t ic intent 
and meaning’ of the two bills of March 2 
and 23 that the governments then existing 
in the rebel States of Virginia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, 
,Ouisiana, Florida, Texas, and Arkansas were 
‘illegal and void.”’ 

Now, sir, so far from its being true that 
those two acts, respectively, of Mart 2 and 
23 considered those governments as ‘illegal 
and void,’’ they directly and in terms recog 
nized and sanction ir existences 
sir, of thi majority were then ready to do 
even from policy what you now dare to do from 
a pressing political necessity. You were not 
ready to declare in direct terms that no gov 
ernment should exist south of a given point 


dared you then 


prociaim that all law in that ri 710n should 
emanate from the unbridled will of one man, 
and that man a stranger to the people whom 
he is sent to govern. But as it seems youare 


» of respon 
nderstand what is now 
, in order that its 





true intent and meaning’’ may not remain 

ae ‘ ) ey ee | ) 

concealed until still later 1 gislation shall 

: 

nts in 

muni 

ni ates, and 

places the people of that portion of the Union 

embr iced in those ten States completely under 
| 

the control, orin the language of the bill itself 


«“ subjc tin all respects to the mil 
‘ Pan , . 
manders of the respective « 
‘ +1 
lt auto 


rizes these ‘‘ military comm: 


to fill, by appointment, absolute and without 
. ey eye ‘ +} +} as P 
responsibility to others, all ne positions ol 
; 

honor, trust, or profit necessary to the enact 


ment, interpretat orcement of law. 
It enables them to create new will, 
filling them with ch favorites, and author- 
izes the 2m to exact from the defenseless inhab- 
itants the same slavi nce to such irre- 


] . 
mseives. 


} 
ion, and ent 
olmces at 
sen 


1 } } 
} ] 
sh obeadl 


saaaeia Mentihen as to the 
It authorizes these j 
manders’’ to ‘‘ prohibit, oe nd, or set aside”’ 
any act or proceeding, whether of a legislative 
or judicial character, eh may be to them- 


same ‘‘military com- 


°° 


| post facto, and therefore 


i} on the pe ople, | 


il 


Reps 
selves distasteful, whether the | 
be involved in such proceeding or not, ther 
enabling them to review and reverse all | 


Lik LAWS, 
therwise, regulating 


ipiic wellare 


whether statutory or o | 
sonal liberty, inheritances, marriage, and rights 
of every conceivable nature. 

It makes the ‘‘ boards of registratio: 
ing under their direction sole and exclusive 


judges of the qualifications of voters: 
provides that 
shall not be bound or rover! 
by any opinion officer of the United 
States Gas amiena” 

It deprives 


of the r 


said boards 


of 


any 


even tf states 


ght to inquire by legal proceeding into 
the regularity of official action of any com 
mander or any officer or person acting by his 


authority. 


It mi ikes the position of suc h 


life office, by providing that, except with the 
Se ent of the Senate. no com 
ee ved Mapas ntence 
of court-martial he shall | cashiered 


Army, salaia he shall con- 
» be so re lie ve d.”? 

All ‘Wines privileges and this vas 
ing amount of absolute and irresponsible power 
is vested in the military commanders 
til n » of profound peace, whi n our fla y 

rithout obet ruc tion overevery foot 
inane. and when writs of courts can be served 
and will be obeyed with eq ral promptne $s in 
Florida as in Ohio, and in Texas with much 
icrity than formerly they 
Massachusett 


a d from the or 


sent 


Land aiarm- 
oft out k uviic 


more al: were obey: 
in the Commonwealth of 
Why, then, this usury 
vast military establishment at a cost of 
of money, wrung ft rd earnings of the 
ple? Isit the exercise of a ‘‘ just wer,’’ 
‘‘derived from the consent of the governed ?’’ 
No; for they protest against its exercise and 
adjure you by the tie a common hu 
to forbear in your tyrannical conduct. Is itto 
preserve peace? No; for 
threatened by them; and we 


ation of power an 


om the har 


3 of 


the peace is m 


have high radica 


authority for saying that they are not only a 
thoroug! ly conqueret d, but abjectly y and sla 


vishly helpless peop le. What, then, isthe pur 
pose ‘of this legislation creating standing arm 
and making the military superier to the civ 
power—or rather making the military the only 
power— in one third of the Union? Is it 
cause rebellion once existed there? Have you 
not laws already in force to pt 
against the Government? If these iF 
enforced and these burdens be placed on the 
pe ople because of their and 
ishment for their 


rimes 


LwWS be 


reason 
then 
unconstituth 


as & pun- 
are CL 
ynal. 
Not, th efore, as a safeguard to peace nor as 
a@ punishMent for c1 are these laws passed 
and the grievous barde n of taxation imposed 
yut for a purpose very di fferent 
Your real design is to make these 


. 1 
1 th , 
rebellion, Loey 


“me 


from either. 


‘ laws supplemental and auxiliary to the Freed- 
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Ho. or Reps. 
- 
men’s Bureau, and, as a system, sufficiently 
powerful to control southern political action ; 
and all this at public expense, for the mere 
advantage of the party in power. It must be 
true that some political wiseacre, holding fel- 
lowshipin the dominant party and influential 
in its councils, has discerned the handwriting 
on the wall giving notice that the people of 
the States not heretofore engaged in the rebel- 
lion have weighed the party in the scales of 
justice and found it wanting. It must be that 
the hope of electing a Radical President next 
year by northern votes is becoming ‘ small by 
degrees and beautifully less’’ to certain am- 
bitious spirits in the party, and hence the effort 
to radicalize the South by governmental ma- 
chinery, moved by Government bayonets and 
directed by uncontrolled dictators. It is an 
attempt to force the negroes of South Caro- 
lina to supply, in the next Electoral College, 
the lack existing by reason of the deft ction of 
Connecticut, and to prepare the reconstructed 
rebels who adopt the tenets of radicalism in 
Virginia, North Carolina, and other southern 
States to make up the deficiency caused by the 
anticipated political revolution now pending 
in New York, Pennsylvania, Indiana, and other 
northern States. ‘This is, I imagine, the true 
answer to the question, and to sustain my the- 
ory I refer to a fact known to all. When any 
southron, formerly a rebel, yields to the ‘* pow- 
ers that be’’ and advises the people South to 
be obedient to law, and to struggle with the 
same devotion to upbuild the Union as they 
once did to destroy it, such southron is simply 
a rebel still, and has no rights which a loyalist 
is bound to respect; but when some other 
former rebel advises his friends, in chosen 
language, to ‘‘ accept the situation’’ and coip- 
erate with congressional missionaries in estab- 
lishing Radical political organizations in the 
South, presto change! how great the difference ! 
his **red hand’’ is cleansed and his ‘black 
heart’’ purified by the faith that is in—Wen- 
dell Phillips and the irrepressible negro. The 
one surrenders his flag and lays his sword 
down and is kicked for his surrender; the 
other surrenders his self-respect and lays down 
his manhood and becomes the pet of the Rad- 
ical party. Now, while I have no objection to 
any zealous electioneering or earnest prose- 
lyting on the part of any organization, I pro- 
test against this stupendous system of tyranny, 
usurpation, and fraud at the expense of labor 
and industry, for the mere sake of building up a 
political organization for the benefit of the few. 

And by the way, Mr. Speaker, if you will on 
this bill enforce the rule which prohibits gen- 
tlemen from voting on any subject in which 
they have a personal interest we few Demo- 
crats can defeat this measure; for when we 
omit the votes of all the presidential aspirants 
on the other side of the Hall it will leave us 
with a majority of votes in the body. 

i need not assume the easy task of showing 
that this bill is in violation of the Constitution, 
for no gentleman on this floor presumes to sup- 
iton the ground of its constitutionality. 

ndeed, I believe the theory underlying all this 
sectional legislation is that those people by 
rebellior suspended the Constitution, and that 
as to them it has ever since remained in abey- 
ance ; in other words, that they are not entitled 
in any respect to the guarantees of the Consti- 
tution. Why, sir, we on this side of the House 
are charged with opposing this bill and all 
kindred measures from the prompting alone 
of sympathy with treason. But, Mr. Speaker, 
gentlemen will ascertain to their cost and con- 
fusion that such legislation as this affects others 
than quondam rebels and loyal blacks. Gen- 
tlemen will be forced to acknowledge in time 
that disregard of the Constitution gill be re- 
membered and punished by the mass of Ameri- 
can citizens as an innovation upon the rights 
of each citizen in the Republic. 
“In nature's chain, whatever link you strike— 

Tenth or ten thousandth—breaks the chain alike.” 


rights bill;”’ 
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And in our grand but simple eystem of gov- 
ernment, whoever aims a blow at the Consti- 
tution in any of its provisions is leveling the 
same blow at the liberty of every citizen whose 
shield and protection that Constitution is. 

Your proposed action, coupled with what 
you have already ebobaplished, is a deliberate 
and fearful blow at the laboring classes of the 
country. You have already, by shameless class- 
legislation, exempted the wealth of the coun- 
try from taxation for its support, and devolved 
increased and continually increasing burdens 


| of taxation on the laborer and producer, who 
| has no hoarded bonds free from taxes as have 


his wealthy neighbors. This grievous burden 
will rest mainly on the citizens of the northern 
States; and their enterprise, industry, and 
skill will pay tribute to your party through the 
operation of your partial and unequal laws. 
And, as if to make the burden still greater, 
you now aim in the very wantonness of un- 
checked power to crush out all industry in the 


South and thus leave, not part, but all the | 


| burden to be borne by the labor of the North; 


and, sir, let me say that however willingly and 
uncomplainingly our people might consent to 
unusual taxation to support the Government in 
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ary system, the people of the North, remem. 
bering the lessons of the past, will rally jp 
their might and sweep you from place ‘and 
power. Incontemplating your burdensome and 
tyrannical conduct and seeking a remedy fo, 
the wrongs by which they are oppressed they 
will in deep earnestness, and that right speed. 
ily, adopt the sentiment as against your bayo- 
net taxation: 
There is a weapon surer yet, 
And firmer than the bayonet— 
A weapon that comes down as still 
As snow-flake does upon the sod, 
And executes the freeman’s will, 
As lightning does the will of God.” 

That weapon, Mr. Speaker, is*the ballot, and 
by its silent yet peaceful operation the people 
of the North will disenthrall and redeem the 
country, while you with the bayonet are labor- 
ing to enslave and impoverish the country. Ip 
the plenitude of your present power you are 
exhibiting all the indications of political mad 


| ness, and there is consolation in the assurance 


that ‘whom the gods intend to destroy they 


| first make mad.”’ 


time of war, they will not as a mass submit to |! 


pay compulsory tribute to a political party in 


time of peace, especially, sir, when from the 


very nature of your measures there is no pros- 
pect of relief at your hands or of celgaie by 
your consent. True, the act creating the 
lreedmen’s Bureau will expire by limitation ; 
not so, however, the provisions of the ‘‘ civil 
not so the provisions of the 


series of military bills, in which series we have | 
reached the third in a period of four short | 


months. These several acts provide for the 
perpetuation of the machinery created by them 
without limitation of time. 

Nor do you give assurance of any definite 
relief to an overtaxed people when you say 
these laws will cease to burden the people 


North whenever the people South shall have | 


been fully reconstructed. 


When, sir, will that | 
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REMARKS OF HON. J. L. GETZ, 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
In tue Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 9, 1867, 

On the bill supplementary to an act entitled “‘An act 
to provide for the more efficient government of the 
rebel States,’’ passed on the 2d day of March, 1867, 
and the act supplementary thereto, passed on the 
23d day of March, 1867. 

Mr. GETZ. Mr. Speaker, the ‘true intent 
and meaning”’ of this act and the acts to which 
it is a supplement are, if I understand them 
aright, to abolish every vestige of civil govern- 


| ment at the South; to sweep away even their 


fundamental laws or constitutions, without 


| which no State claiming to be republican can 


be? Not when they cease fighting; for the || 


war ceased more than two years ago, yet your 
military bills are of recent date. Not when 


they surrender the dogma of secession; for || 


they have long since denounced it as a heresy, 
and evea the boldest and most spirited among 
them speak of it asa ‘‘ lost cause.’? Not when 
they shall send Representatives to your Con- 
gress as invited by Mr. Lintoln and required 
by General Grant, for such Representatives 
have for two years been knocking in vain for 
admission to this Hall. When, then, will you 
cease this taxation of our people under plea 
of reconstructing the South? Not, sir, until, 
as the result of party legislation, you shall 
have disfranchised a sufficient number of whites 
and placed the ballot in a sufficient number 
of black hands South to insure there a politi- 
cal indorsement of the very radicalism which 
is now overriding the Constitution and setting 
all law at defiance. 


exist. Their ‘‘ true intent and meaning’’ are to 
place a people, who, whatever may have been 
their past offenses, are at this hour as obedient 
to law as the people of any portion of this land, 
under an absolute military dominion. ‘Their 


|| ‘true intent and meaning’’ are to deprive the 
| President of his constitutional authority over 


ten States which, whether in or out of the 
Union, are at least territorially within its 
bounds, and therefore equally entitled to the 
protection and subject to the rule of the execu- 
tive head of the Federal Government. ‘Their 


| “true intent’and meaning’’ is to rob the Pres- 


ident of his constitutional power as the Com- 


| mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, and 


Persuaded that this is the programme, and | 


that you of the dominant party have predeter- 
mined to carry it out in strict severity, I say to 
you, go on in your wild fanaticism ; proselyte 


with the bayonet; persuade through the potent || 
give efficiency to | 


voice of ‘* commanders ;’’ 


party decrees in general orders; tear down 
with impious hands the fabric of your fathers, 
and rear in its stead the dwarfed and ungainly 
structure which will result from your labors of 
reconstruction; and when you imagine your 
labor completed and your edifice finished, you 
will find it is butamodern ‘‘ Tower of Babel,’’ 
which will cause your discomfiture, overthrow, 
and dispersion as a party. Ultimately your 
bayonets will be without power, your persua- 
sions without efficiency, your decrees without 
potency, your labors without successful result. 
** Peace hath her victories no less renowned 
than war,’’ and while you are proselyting in the 


| South through a compulsory political mission- 








make his subordinate officers, creatures who 
hold their appointments under him, his supe- 
riors in all things pertaining to their present 
positions, with the arbitrary right to defy his 
authority and disobey his orders at their own 
irresponsible will and pleasure. If, sir, these 
be the objects of the acts to which | refer, then 
indeed is Congress establishing a dangerous 
precedent, which, sooner or later, may return 
to plague the inventors. If these be their 
objects, then was the unanimous declaration 
of Congress at the memorable session of July, 
1861, that— 

“This war is not waged on our part in any spirit 
of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest or sub- 
jugation, nor purpose of overthrowing or interfering 
with the rights or established institutions of those 
States, but to defend and maintain the supremacy ol 
the Constitution, and to preserve the Union, with al! 
the dignity, equality, oat rights of the several States 
unimpaired.” 

Then, sir, I say this solemn declaration has 
become a monstrous lie; then, sir, are the 
repeated proclamations of the then President 
and the numerous pledges given to the country 
by the Republican press and Republican leaders 
during the war, speaking here and elsewhere, 
utterly falsified. 

History gives us numerous examples of the 


Bet 





nore 


m|N 





1867.] APPE 


40TH ConG.... 18ST SESS. 
unerring truth of Holy Writ, when it prophet- 
ically pro 1ounces that ‘* The y who sow the 
wind shall reap the whirlwind.’’ I would that 
any feeble words of mine could induce the 
majority upon this floor to pause and cor side or 
the portent of these jnspire d words before the y 
heediessly, and may I not say sacrile giously, 
rush into their violation. I know full well that 
this and similar acts of legislation, to strip the 
President of the high prerogatives of his office 
are intended to be but temporary in their oper- 
ation; that they are direc ‘ted rather against 
Andrew Johnson the man than against Andrew 
Johnson the President of the United States. 
I know well enough that as soon as you shall 
have elected, as you hope to do, a President 
after your own choice, you will hasten to repeal 
these acts of usurpation even more speedily 
than you have enacted them. But is it not 
possible, nay, probable, that when that time 
shall have come you may not possess the power 
to undo your present work? You cannot always 
expect to retain your absolute control of bi th 
branches of Congress. Even now it is begin- 
ning to give way, and the time may come much 
sooner than you are prepared for it, when the 
people in their sovereign power will drive many 
of you from the seats you now hold, and fill 
your places with men of different political 
views, clothed with the authority which an out- 
raged constituency has a right to give them, 
to commend the poisoned chalice to your own 
lips, and compel you to drink the draught. 
God forbid, sir, that any party that may here- 
after gain the ascendancy in the Congress of 
the United States should follow the revolu- 
tionary example which is now being set. But 
should that ever be, gentlemen upon the other 
side may have to remember, in sorrow and in 
anguish, that the immutable laws of nature and 
of nature’s God have decreed—‘‘As ye sow, 
shall ye reap.’’ 

I am aware, sir, that the fiat has gone forth. 
This iniquitous bill is to pass—it is to become 
a law, so far as the action of Congress can give 
it validity. ‘l'o say more would be but to beat 
the empty air. Thankful, therefore, for the 
privilege that has been granted me of uttering 
these few words of protest, and for the right 
which the Constitution has guarantied to me 
of recording my vote against the bill now pend- 
ing, 1 resume my seat. 


Reconstruction. 


SPEECH OF HON. J. W. CHANLER, 
OF NEW YORK, 
In tue Hovse oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 8, 1867, 


On the bill supplementary to an act entitled “An 
act to provide for the more efficient government of 
the rebel States,”’ passed on the 2d day of March, 


1867, and the act supplementary thereto, passed on | 


the 23d day of March, 1867. 


Mr. CHANLER. Mr. Speaker, I think || 


every member of this House must at once 
admit the manifest propriety of a recommit- 
ment of this bill at this time. Ample oppor- 
tunity should be afforded for its full and care- 
ful consideration. The history of the preced- 


ing measures of a like character, measures 


hurried through under the most stringent party 
pressure, and the consequences that flowed 
from our hasty legislation, ought to suflice for 
this body and the country that this bill ought 
to be recommitted, and, in my humble judg- 
ment, not only recommitted and postponed 
till to-morrow, but postponed indefinitely. A 
measure of such vital importance ought to 
have the fullest consideration and deliberation 
at our hands; nor should it even be allowed, 
in my judgment, to pass this House except 
under pressure of the weightiest demands for 
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as strong as Holy Writ; ebate and delib 
eration, and a calm, reliable statement of facts 
upon such an important measure as thi 
to be the last of all considerations that occur to 
committees reporting such bills to the | 
Nor has any authorized report or proper demand 
for this supplementary bill been filed upon the 
House, or submitted 
to our consideration at this time by the com- 
mittee reporting this supplementary bill. 
the whole country is now 
fruit of your haste heretofore. 
which the aged chairman of the 
committee has sown for posterity to reap. 
IS passing away, having accomplished, it may 
be, an act of vengeance: 
cation of pe ‘rsonal hatred ; i 
philanthropic measure. 
it, and in the future will his name stand re- 
corded with these measures and their results. 
I know he courts the condemnation and rep- 
se who differ from him, and he 
professes to look to the fature for his reward. 
Chere let him seek it. 

, sir, there are others interested 
measure who are not here to speak, and whose 
future is locked up in the results of the present 
action of Congress. 
the South. 


, laid before the 


reaping the bitte: 
Nor is this the 


only harvest 


it may be, 
may be, a great 
one will prove || 


robation of 


to the youth of 
1 do not allude to those who have 
passed through the rebellion, taking an active 
part against this Government, and stand to-day 
as criminals before the law as participators in 
the rebellion, but of the youth 
part against tl 
measure as this materially affect 
man who may present himself at the ballot- 
It renders him liable, 
tamination resting upon him, to pass through 
the ordeal which this bill creates, without trial, 
on mere parol evidence, before no jury; but 
at the will of a military subordinate, 
act as an inquisitor, and upon mere sus pic ion 
he can be _disfranc hised, and there is no ap- 
refinement 
argument 
ean be based which will 
the results which will infli 
upon that portion of the southern community. 
It the right to vote be an inalienable right, ¢ 
| claimed by the majority of Congress, thi 
priving a citizen of that right and branding him 
as a criminal without any wrong 
treason against our laws and against the rig] 
[t will not affect alone those born on 
, but those who may migrate to 
alike the black, w 
the majority here pretend to seek to protect, 
both native and naturalized. 
In that point of view 1 declare this: measure 
hasty and unwise, unnecessary and unjust. 
But, sir, the object of this bill is professedly 
for reconstruction, for the reorganization of 
southern society and the reéstablishment of 
Sir, | believe that when this Gov- 
safety in the pas- 


voluntary 
is every young 


without any con- 


of legisla- 


which this measure 
extenuate 


fully P yroved is 


the South. It affects 


and the white, 


the Union. 
ernment has to seek for its 
such measures as this its liberty 
dead and its existence in jeopardy. 
tary commander, created under a past special 
to be allowed by a measure such as 
this to hold within his grasp the rights and des- 
s of the people whom he may be sent to 
rule over is inconsistent with the principles of 
|| the De oe of Independence. 
*, the policy and laws passed by 
| the ianlenton of Congress are in spirit and offe et 
the brand of 
upon their front, and we recognize that ie ms 4 
by the eye of experience, as the same which 
marked the laws of the Parliament of Great 
Britain, which 
Declaration 
glorious document and 
the fathers of the Republic ’ 
The record of the op pressive acts of Great 
li offensive 
| likeness to the acts, general it rs, and sup- | 
the public safety, in view of an array of facts |! plementary acts with which the people of the 


For amili- 


necessit y; 


tyrannical. They carry 


Independence. 
a testament of 
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southern States are made to yield submission 
and obedience to our Government. We “have 
affected to render the military independen 
and superior to, the civil power.’’ We ** have 
dissolved representative houses repeatedly for 
opposing, with manly firmness, the invasions 
on the rights of the veople."’ We ‘have 
erected a multitude of new offices, and sent 
‘thither’ swarms of officers to harass our peo 
ple and eat out their substance.’’ We ** hs ave 
quartered large bodies of armed troops among 
them. We *‘havede »prived them, in many cases 


| of the benefits of trial by jury.” We hate taken 


away their charters, abolishing their most val- 
uable laws, and alt ering, fundamentally, the 
powers of their governments. We have sus- 
pended their own Legislatures, declaring our 
selves invested with power to legislate for 


them in all cases whatsoever. We have ex 
cited domestic insurrection among them by 
inaugurating a war of races. Sir, we have 


done all these things against a portion of the 
American people, not in timeof war, not wher 
they were in rebellion against the United States, 
but in time of profound peace, after a series ot 


| glorious victories, when that people had laid 


down their arms and were lite rally prostrate at 
our feet, begging for bread and the right to live 
among us. We have not only enjoyed the 
glory of a complete triumph, but we have 
gloated on our victory with the cruelty of a 
tyrant. Such is useless tyranny; we have 
nothing to fear. 

In a word, your+policy, Mr. Speaker, as | 
understand it and read it in your acts and law 
is in direct hostility to the Bill of Rights; « 
rides the Constitution and makes void the 
whole scheme of representative government. 
Sir, you are seeking, not the restoration of this 
Union, not the reorganization of society, the- 
revival of commerce, and reéstablishment of 
law in the southern States, but you are seeking 


vey 


| to secure a new constituency for the Repub 


lican party, to give a new life to your party 
organization, and to increase the power which 
you now hold over the conquere “dd peop le ot tne 
South and over the whole Union; imitating 

the tyrant who sent his armed legions to oppress 
the Colonies in 1776. Sir, you are demon- 
strating your reckless disregard for the liber- 
ties of the people, whom you pretend to protect, 


| by trampling on the fundamental principles of 


justice upon which those liberties were founded, 

and without which all claim to free government 
is a mockery and asnare. You are seeking to 
restore society; to restore society through 


| men who are sent by political organizations for 


the purpose of preserving their party power 


| here in Congress by crushing out free opinion 


and the right to vote among the people. Is 


| this Congre ‘38 the pivot of American society? 


Has it come to this, that the American Govy- 
ernment issuing from this Capitol essays with 
armed hand to strike down those who dare to 
differ with the party in power here as to the 
proper person to ni nee a constituency in 


the American Congress?—ay! or in the ham- 


| blest capacity in the State governments through 


a large portion of this Union? Willthe society 
which you thus reconstruct be worthy of this 
labor of the American Congress, and will the 
States you thus restore be a fit home,for the 
children of the freemen of the North, to say 
nothing of those whom you have disfranchised 
at the South? 

Sir, it is the painful duty of the minority on 
this floor to raise the voice of perpetual com- 
plaint against this cold-hearted and reckless 
party legislation. It is painful, for it comes 


| from those who, elected to meet you here in 
| debate, are allowed no other right to protest 
|| except the right to resent your assaults and 


insinuations that we are arguing in defe nse of 


criminals and not for the protection of citi- 
zens. Sir, so long as an opport unity is giver 

| to the minority to maintain and defend the 
| Constitution from misinterpretation by this 
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majority, so long I, for one, 
to be classed in any category rather than that 
of those who pass such this. I 
am proud of your denunciation, but still more 
proud of the privilege of opposing your usurpa 
tions of power and encroachment upon the 
rights of a free and brave people, irre pective 


measures as 


of the section where they live or the errors 
y may have committed. 
but you protess by this act to protect the 


sacred right of the ballot. You propose to 
give to the soldier the power to protect the 
citizen in carrying 
franchise and the sacred weapon of the ballot, 
which the law gives him to protect himselt 
with against tyrants of every grade, and above 
all against the military tyrant. How absurd! 
How inconsistent with personal independence 
is a law which in time of peace vives to the 
soldier the tight to say to the eitizen, ‘* You 
shall or you shall not do so and so; you shall 
or shall not vote!’’ Examine the provis- 
ions of this supplementary bill; mark well the 
sweeping and limitless power of the military 
commander. Section by section it strikes at 
the most valued and sacred rights of a free 
man by robbing him of the only security the 
wisdom and cunning of statesmen and patriots 
have devised to protect the citizen from the 
proud oppressor and brutal soldier. Here all 
the inventions of tyranny are condensed in a 
scheme of treachery. The power of the peo- 
ple is betrayed into the hands of military des- 
otism under the false plea of public safety, 
aw, and peace. ‘That, sir, seems to me to be 
the spirit of this bill. No plea of necessity has 
been or can be advanced. The only argument 
advanced by the majority, so far as | have been 
«hle to understand it, is that the lawful execu- 
tive authority of the country differs with the 
Legislature in regard to the carrying out of a 
certain law; and in carrying out that law the 
Executive has exercised the powers vested in 
him by the Constitution, having during a re- 


cess of Congress consulted the proper legal | 


authority ullowed him by special act of Con- 
gress for this and similar purposes. And be- 
cause of this difference between two branches 
of the Government the whole machinery of the 
military organization is brought to bear upon 
the citizens of this section of the country, and 
itis urged that it is for the protection of the 
ballot, that it is to protect the organization of 
society, that it is for the preservation of the 
Union. 
ernment differ; because two branches of the 


dominant political party differ; because the | 
Vice President, elected by your own votes, | 
placed in the position he now holds by your | 


suffrages, in carrying out the policy of your 
own party differs with you, instead of striking 


at him you strike a blow for political and parti- | 
san purposes at the votes of a whole section of 
this Union; you strike a cruel and tyrannical | 


blow at the people. 

When may we hope that this reconstruction 
will begin? Your action has been, step by 
step, by crooked and indirect paths, to crawl, 
crab-like, half backward, half sideways, over 


this whole subject, without advancing at all in | 


the direction of reconstruction, but in fact 


steadily advancing to the grand central point, | 


of a centralized military despotism, the subor- 
dination of eivil authority to military author- 
ity, the humiliation of the citizen, and the 
undue elevation of the military commander. 
That bas been the practical working of all that 
you have presented on the subject of recon- 
struction, 
ground of philanthropy toward the negro ; 
but of late that distinguished citizen of your 
model Republic has rather given you the slip, 
and; according to the latest accounts, is setting 
up a kingdom for himself. If the reports we 


hear are true, and the press is reliable, along 
the coasts of Georgia and Floridaa black King 
John has been reared as a magnificent tribute 


deem it an honor 


about him the armor of his 


Sir, because two branches of the Gov- | 


At first it was placed upon the | 
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to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [{ Mr. 
Ketiey,} and these negro citizens, eudowed 
with the y his magnanimity, his 
genius, and his eloquence, turning away from 
republicanism, are rallying around a dusky 
chieftain from Africa, a descendant of the 
royal blood of Ashantee. They want none of 
vour legislation. They repudiate the dominion 
of the chairman of the House Committee on 


suffrage by 


teconstruction. All they want is liberty in 
idleness, and the privilege of governing them- 


selves in their own way and after the customs | 
And you propose | 


of their African ancestors. 
to reconstruct the continent of North America 
upon the suffrage of the African race! Yes, 
you do; there is the gist of the whole matter. 
[hat is the secret of your military laws. You 
propose, through your central political organ- 
ization here, by all the political and personal 


influence you can bring to bear, to rule the South | 


through the African vote. Inthe name of con- 


science, when will the people of this Union, who | 


are panting for peace, and praying to God to 
send them peace, have peace under your oper- 
ations? 


gentleman from the other end of the Capitol, 
who was in such hot haste to instruct the negro 
in his rights—why did they not leave this issue 
to the development of time? 
the recess of this Fortieth Congress, did those 
missionaries to their fellow-citizens of African 
descent rush to the southern States and com- 
mence to stupefy and confuse the negro mind 
with their speeches? The whole question had 
been set at rest as to negro suffrage. The 
white men at the South only wanted bread and 
rest from civil war. What organization is 
there, save their own and the divisions in it, 
powerful enough to disturb the country, or in- 
terfere with the reorganization of the southern 
States? ‘There are not here to-day, in either 
House of Congress, representatives of the 
minority enough to agitate any political ques- 
tion which need give these worthy gentlemen 
one moment’s apprehension. Your military 
commanders hold full and undisputed sway 


| over every department south of the Potomac; 


all civil government is dead so far as a Re- 
publican decree in caucus can make it. Why, 
then, did these Congressmen become the un- 
welcome disturbers of the public peace when 
all were weary of the protracted strife of civil 
war? 

Their only object seems to have been polit- 
ical agitation, agitation which shall last from 
this day forth until that meeting of the Elec- 
toral College which shall nominate a successor 
to the present President, and dispose of the 
power, patronage, and control of this Govern- 
ment for four years more. That is the truth 
as I firmly believe. It required no invasion 
of the South at this time by those worthy Con- 
gressmen to save the Union. The whole land 
was at peace; we were even adding new ter- 
ritory to our northwest boundary, through the 


|| skillful diplomacy of their own Secretary of 
| 


State, one of the pioneers in their organiza- 


| tion, without drawing the sword, and even 


using fewer flourishes of his brilliant and busy 
pen than at any previous period of this Admin- 
istration. The Indian tribes and the contract- 
ors for whisky and fire-arms have raised some 
slight disturbance, it is true. But with this 
exception, the whole Union is at peace within 
itself; strong at home, respected abroad, with 
no enemy worthy of the name to threaten our 
people, except, perhaps, the restless dema- 
gogues who are continually rousing the bad 
passions of two hostile races by laws and 
speeches fatal to our domestic peace and pub- 
lic safety. 

There is not a shadow of a reason for dis- 
turbing the South by euch measures as this, 
unless to gratify the bitter rancor of past polit- 
ical associations or to satisfy the longings of a 
present wicked ambition. The new constitu- 


| enough, and 


| they stand ready to do your bidding. 


| and eloquence. 





Why did not the eloquent gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania, and the other eloquent | 


Why, soon after | 
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ency thus created are ignorant enough, stupid 
may be made bloody-minded 
enough to follow the ery of anarchy where 
ever it is raised. Brought into being by ou. 
“W hy, 
sir, when the illustrious statesmen of Massa 
chusetts leave their acropolis to collect vote 


es 


| among the late slaves of the South, do they 
| forget the standard of intelligence fixed thera 
| by law entitles a freeman to vote among thei; 


home constituencies? There the spelling-b oh 
and the Boston primer are the two books of 
modtrn salvation from all political sins. They 
cleanse the leper of his spots. To be ignorant 
of how to spell is to be unfit to associate with 
a Senator of Massachusetts in his own State: 
but in any southern State to be ignorant js 
virtue, and a claim to his respect, esteem, 
To be a citizen at the North, 
where white men claim the majority, accurate 
knowledge of grammar, reading, writing, and 
arithmetic are needed; but at the South, where 
the negro is to be master, one may talk mumbo 
jumbo and be accepted within the pale of your 
civilization as an equal and a voter, and he is 
better than a white man, according to the logic 
(provided always the negro vote your ticket at 
your dictation) of some gentlemen on this floor 
on the Administration side. If you ean elect 
the coadjutor of the Massachusetts statesman 
and of the Pennsylvania statesman into the 
Halls of Congress through the ignorant con- 
stituency of freedmen, then it is all right; but 
when you come to measure the capacities of 
an intellectual constituency a man must read, 
write, and cipher, or he is damned forever 
politically. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the 
to me for one moment? 

Mr. CHANLER. With great pleasure. 

Mr. KELLEY. I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman whether a majority of the white 
people of the South are familiar with the primer 
and spelling-book; and whether the cen- 
sus of 1860 does not show that in Alabama 
there are more than thirty thousand, in North 
Carolina forty-seven thousand, and in Virginia 
seventy-four thousand free white adults who 
van neither read nor write; and whether those 
three States do not fairly represent the con- 
dition of the whole southern people ? 

Mr. CHANLER. They may; yet all those 
men vote. Therefore, that does not touch the 
issue. The gentleman undoubtedly knows as 
much as they, and they know as much as he. 
He is welcome to the constituency of northern 
Alabama, and he is weleome to the other con- 
stituencies that he mentions. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman allow 
me one further question ? 

Mr. CHANLER. Certainly. 

Mr. KELLEY. I desire to inquire whether 
a colored man who was loyal to the flag, and 
who cannot read, is not likely to vote as judi 
ciously as a white rebel unable to read, who 
fought against his country and its flag? 

Mr. CHANLER. Yes, sir; when he votes 
for the gentleman from Pennsylvania. We all 
know that that is exactly the point. 


gentleman yield 


The gen- 
tleman intends that they shall vote ‘‘judi- 
ciously.”’ re 
Mr. KELLEY. Still a third question, if 
the gentleman will permit me. I wish to ask 
the gentleman whether it is not within his 
knowledge, from universal report, that the 
colored people, children and adults, are crowd- 
ing the schools in the South in order that 
they may learn to read the Constitution and 
the laws, while the mass of the white people of 
the South cannot be induced to enter those 
schools or others? 
Mr. CHANLER. No, sir; I do not know 
it, nor does the gentleman know any such thing. 
Mr. KELLEY. It is within my observa- 
tion, and I have it by general report from the 
South. 
Mr. CHANLER. Public rumor often lies, 
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rht or may be wrong. The 
nan knows that perfectly well. I am 


iz of the facts, and not what people 


\ir. KELLY. rhe gentleman, I trust, 
w ime & singletnstant further; for I do 
lesire to interrupt him without his con- 

sent. I do not appeal to public rumor. I 

appeal to the reports of all the organizations, 

benevolent, religious, or political, that have 
attempted to disseminate instruction in the 

South, to testify whether the colored people 

do not erowd the schools, while the whites, 

under the lead of demagogues, refuse to avail 
themselves of the facilities for education. 

Mr. CHANLER., It may be or it may not be. 
Whether the gentleman has satisfied himself 
Ido not know; that is with himself. 
What it has to do with the present question I 
What IT say is, that the Sor uth has 

rht to vote, and I want the 

Pennsylvania to accord that right to it 
‘ely as he accords it to, Pennsylvania. It 
is not my purpose, nor is it _ pertinent, to enter 
statistical comparison as to the intel- 


lectual capacity of the people in one section 


or no 


a mot see. 
} ! gentleman 
from 
as fri 


int oO anys 


th the people in another section. It has, sir, 
nothing to do with the question before the 
House. I we “ y peanaanny | out the inconsistency 


of the Rey ican party in making mental 
capacity a test - against the northern voters, 
when white men have the majority, ignoring 
that test when negroes are in a majority at the 
South. In legi slating here we should make 
laws for the country that have equal force and 
extend equal justice to all its parts; and we 
have no more right to foree the constituency 
of the South than we have to force the constit- 
uency of Massachusetts or New York. When 
Congress adopts a like standard for Massa- 
chusetts that is adopted for the South it will be 
time enough to enter into comparative statis- 
tics as to the intelligence of the northern and 
southern people. 

Mr. KELLEY. ] responde xd to the gentle- 
man, and only inte rrupte “d him because he 
alluded to me. There is nothing in this bill, I 
believe, which provides for an educational 
standard. When he charged that a distin- 
guished Senator and a member of this House 
had hastened to appeal to ignorant voters, I 
wanted to show him that if their appeals had 
been, as they were not, to the colored people 
alone, they had addressed that portion of the 
popt ul: ation which is striving to acquire intelli- 
gence, and not to those who are wholly indif- 
ferent to the value of education. 

Mr. CHANLER. Very well, then; the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania has assumed the 
responsibility of settling that question, and I 
welcome him to all he has made by it. 

Mr. Speaker, I say that by this bill the South 
is foreed to act and vote according toa standard 
that is not forced upon any of the other States 
of the Union. You are seeking by military 
despotism, under the false pretext of protecting 
the ballot, to take the ballot away from the 
white race and to give it to the black race. 
You are giving it to a race that you have to 
admit with all of your arguments is at least as 
ignorant as the ‘‘poor whites,’’ and then you 
declare that the ‘‘ poor whites’’ are rebels and 
leave them out. ‘lhe whole ballot is thus left 
with the black race whom you e xpect to carry 
your candidates. Thatisit. It is a question 
of political power. Itisa tyrannical assum p- 
tion not warranted by the Constitution, the 
disastrous consequences of which time will 
prove. 
hydra-headed tyrant, whose soul is black with 
the bitter hatred of the South because of polit- 
ical defeats in the past. 
the brunt of past party strife as the minority in 
the Halls of Congress, who had been stung, it 
may be, with insult and outrage from Repre- 
sentatives from the South, 
revengeful feelings. | 


entertain 


Senator 


may still 
admit that a 
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It is a tyrannical political machine; a | 


You who have stood | 


THE 


Reconstru Hon Mr. Chante r 


from Massachusetts had a load of 
upon him to earry into the South and put it 


lown there. I admit th 


f ou | ipon od 
ra bu nt n your hatred to stop 
now? is not your foot upon the neck of the 


poor and defenseless people of the 
Did not you at the first portion of this session 
feel called upon by a sense of humanity to 
send bread to the starving South, which, after 
the terrible ravages it had suffered by the war, 
was about being depopulated by famine? | 
again appeal to the nobler attributes of our 


South? 


common nature. I ask that the policy of 
hatred and revenge shall now end. 
W hy, sir, the late slaves ofthe southern people 


now go through thei 


They people of ed See 
se al them a polic e to protect 
outrag 


r streets as their masters. 
illed upon you to 
them from the 


s whose passions 


h have 


res of these very negro¢ 


you have aroused against them. Are you not 
content with having conquered them? Must 
you disfranchise all who will not vote as you 


wish ? 


Must 


you carry out your system of 
policy and deprive every man of the right to 
vote merely because he does not come up to 
the standard of patriotism which you preseribe? 


By putting obstacles in the way of the white 
peop ble os have been accust 
of the ballot, and thus gradually absorbing all 
the rhe in the hands of the black race, you 
expect to entirely destroy all political opposi- 
tion. You know, theu, that you may elect any 
candidate and control any district. These Halls 
will be filled with your tools. Doyou suppose, 
with such men in these Halls, that our laws 
will be respected ? Vill such a body stand 
before the world as an American 
representing the honest, free 
people of this Union? | do not believe it. 

I do not believe in the expedie ney of any 
such high-handed measures for the ney ot 
any party retaining political power, or for the 
purpose of satisfying political vengeance. And 
these bills are brought in for no other purpose. 
This is but one of a series. We have had 
abundance of such stuff before. We had it in 
reference to the Army during the war. We had 
a provost marshal’s de partment of the Govern- 
ment. Men had then to carry the bayonet ; 
now you command the 


omed to the use 


Congress 
opini mn of the 


people to surrender 


the ballot. You controlled them when they 
were in the Army, and you would not let them 
vote if they opposed your party then. You 


refuse to let the people 
accept your political i 
of all power. By 


vote now unless they 
ranization as the source 
your law regulating the 
enrol!ment of our armies you secured easy ma- 
jorities to fillthe Halls of Congress with your 
partisans, but you completely failed through 
that law to increase the national forces to main 
tain our armies in the field, or in fact, to do 
any of the things the title of your bill pretended 
todo. True, you filled your provost marshal’ s 
Bureau with valuable political and filled 
the coffers of those bureaus with commutation 
money wrung from the people under the pre- 
tense of increasing the Army and putting down 
the rebellion. By furnishing a substitute the 
citizen could satisfy your demands then. Three 
hundred dollars was the price of your consid- 
eration. Now there is from the 
insolence and inquisition of the military com- 
manders in the departments of the South except 
by voting as your political leaders may dictate. 
Mr. Spe aker, there is one view of that case 
which I took at the remarks, 
which I think of very vital importance and 
worthy of review. I mean the element of 
foreign immigration. From the condition of 
Europe, the disturbance of the various nations 
of that continent, a very great increase, accord- 
ing to the statistics, of foreign immigration is 
flocking to our shores. These immi grants have 


their choice to seek a home in the We st. fol- 


tools, 


no escape 


opening of my 


f 
\ 


lowing the old beaten track, or to spread along 


the range of the Alleg ghani e3 Or spurs of these 
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ee eae - 


Ho. or 


inountains that trend toward the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, and 80 develop a new element in the 
southern States and add new power and glory 


LO this Union. 


It is not necessary in the pres 


ne Ol e Keprese ntatives of the great West 
oO uillude to the greatness and advat rte 
that immigration, the absolute meceualiy ot 


encouraging it by making the immigrant satis 
isied: with his new condition, and ready to 


| develop the resources of the country where he 
may locate. 


Now, the effect of such a measure as this 


| cannot fail to throw a blight upon any section 


of country where any body ef people in pur- 
suit of personal liberty are cailed to 
Military despotism is the chief terror of the 


settle. 


Kuropean immigrant. His home is made 
desolate by conscription, and when he exer- 
cises any right of citizenship he is subordinated 
in every respect to military power. Now, 


you propose to reci vate upon this continent 
a military system in the face of the influx of 
foreign immigration under the plea of security 
to the country, which practically will prevent 
he development of the resources of a very 
portion of this Union. There is no 
means of overcoming that innate prejudice 
against the very system which this bill inau- 
gurates except by its abolition. No argement 
can induce the farmer, the miner, or mechanie 
from Europe to put self in the category - 
suspected persons, | alle marched off ¢ 
4 Or major in the aoae 
to take his position back or tront as the mili- 
tary officer may choose; for by this system, by 
this supplementary act, you force him to take 
that position which the milit: ary commander 
chooses to give him among the people where 
he is to dwell. The limitations upon the power 
and caprice of the oflicers having charg a 
registration of voters and fixing the qualific: 
tions of voters under this bill are too vague to 
protect a stranger coming for the first time 
into a disturbed district to yote. The truth 
or talsehood of charges which may be made 
against a pe — claiming to vote. cannot be 
tuirly and tully decided on under this bill. It 
is impossible tor any honorable man to jeopard- 
ize his character as to loyalty by coming in 
contact with a set of low informers and petty 
bullies such as this bill must bring to life and 
clothe with power. 

A large portion of the soldiers of whom you 
spe “ak so much have won the right to the bal- 
lot, have won the right to partake of all + 
privileges of citizenship by having fought it 
the Army; and now when these men under your 
invitation, endowed with the franchise which 
your law has given them, go to that section, 
their loyalty will not perhaps be questioned. 
But they take the position of citizens notas by 
right nor as having won it by service in the 
field, but at the will and caprice of a military 
commander. They are no longer citizens by 
inalienable right, but the subjects of a polit- 
ical organization. It is announced that this 
meeting of Congress is for the purpose of 
interpreting the laws. Sir, the laws have been 
interpreted as you made them. ‘They may be 
right or they may be wrong. I do not enter 
into a discussion as between your own officers 
and yourselves. But, sir, as long as you seek 
to interpret the law, it is but just that you 
should first respect the power which creates 
the law; and as all power under which we live 
is based upon the individual independence of 
the citizen a Congress which violates the Bill 
of Rights in the framing of a law to restrain 
the right to the ballot commits a crime against 
liberty. 

With these remarks, sir, uttered under the 
influence of astern necessity to meet the issue 
now presented on a question which strikes at 
the vital liberties of my country, having thus 
feebly endeavored to awaken in the minds of 
the m: sjority of this Hi yuse a sense of the gre at 


large 


to be 


the opuion of a Ca} 


| wrong they are about to perpetrate, as I hon- 
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SENATE, 


estly apprehend, and of the great danger that 
will ensue to the Union, I yield the floor to the 
gentleman from Ohio. 


Reconstruction. 





SPEECH OF HON. C. R. BUCKALEW, 


Iv tHe SENATE OF THE United States, 
July 11, 1867, 
On the passage of House bill No. 123, supplement- 
ary to the acts of 2d and 23d of March, 1867, for 
the more efficient government and reconstruction 
of the rebel States. the same having been amended 
by substituting therefor Senate bill No, 131 upon 
the samo subject. 

Mr. BUCKALEW said: 

Mr. Presipent: | had prepared some mem- 
oranda at my desk for a speech upon this 
measure, comprising the different material 
points involved in its discussion; but as we 
are driven into our final action upon the bill 
without an adjournment, I forego my intention 
of going over the whole argument. I must, | 
however, before this subject passes from us, 
express my Opinion upon a few points which 
have not been touched in the debate, and with- 
out some mention of which I think our pub- 


lation. 

| have now, and have always had since they 
were passed, a very clear opinion concerning 
the general character of our former laws on 
reconstruction. I assisted in their discussion 
when they were passed, and have bestowed a 
reasonable amount of attention to the observa- 
tions which have been made upon them by the 


press of the country and by speakers in the 
country. Ithink that the differences alleged 


to exist between the Attorney General and 

the President of the United States upon the 

one hand and leading prominent men in Con- | 
gress upon the other, have been greatly exag- 
gerated, and that a very false view concerning 
both the magnitude and the nature of those 
differences exists abroad among the people. 
Upon carefully examining the points which 
have been brought into debate in this Cham- 
ber as well as outside of the Chamber, they 
will, in my opinion, be found to be either unim- 
portant, insincere, or misconceived ; and that 
in trath, upon the main point which is raised by 
the bill before us we have. as is very often the 
case, a dispute about words rather than about 
substance. 

This bill proceeds formally and gravely in 
its first section to declare that the military 
power in the southern section is superior to the | 
civil power set up there by the inhabitants. 
That is announced as a great and important 
fact. A declaration of that kind is a very sin- 
gular thing in an act of Congress. Ordinarily, 
a law, after it has been enacted, is left to stand 
and to speak for itself, or, if it receive expo- 
sition, receives it from the courts who are ap- 
pointed for the purpose of making obscurity 
plain in public enactments; and the legislative 
power to enact supplementary measures ordi- 
narily contines itself to adding something to 
the former legislation or to taking something 
trom it, It is very unusual indeed for us to 
take upon ourselves the duty of exposition and 
of explanation to the people of the country 
concerning laws which we have passed. 

| will now state briefly the general character 
of the reconstruction laws, as I understand 
them. By the act of 2d of March, found at 
page 60 of the pamphlet edition of our laws 
ior the last session, certain powers were con- 
ferred upon five military commanders in the 
South, and what those powers were was de- 
tined ; they were set forth, they were enumer- 
ated. Now, complaint is made against the | 

| 


—— 





Attorney General that he speaks of the author- 


1] pose. 
| of the country. 
| behind this question of definition as to what 
| were the particular powers conferred. No mat- 
| ter how you name them, the inquiry is, what || I 
| constitutional governments, to be represented 





| nals: 
| the State courts established or existing under 
| the provisional governments which had been 
| set up. 
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ity conferred upon those military commanders 
as a police power, in general terms a power of 
preserving peace, and of preserving order, and 


_ of protecting the inhabitants in their rights of || 
It after all, perhaps, | 


person and property. 
turns out to be a question whether the expres- 


| sion used by the Attorney General is accurate 


| 

' 

| 

‘or not; whether the term 
OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
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police powers’’ 
accurately describes those powers which were 
conferred upon these military commanders by 
the act of the 2d of March. If the Senator 


from Illinois, who introduces and champions | 


this bill, thinks the Attorney General at fault 
upon this question of definition, and if by good 


and sound logic—which he has atleast attempted | 
to present—-he can make good his accusation || 
| against the Attorney General, he convicts him |! 
| declaring in its concluding section that they 


of an inaccuracy which is nothing to the pur- 
It is nothing, sir, to us or tothe people 
Ihe question recurs back 


were they really? They are set forth on the 
face of that statute in language perfectly plain 
and clear. 
person and property of the inhabitants within 
their respective jurisdictions, and to punish 


| crimes, and they may execute this jurisdiction 

lished debates will be imperfect, will not con- || 

vey a fair report of the views of all those who || 

have been connected by position with this legis- | 
d 


through the civil courts, if they think proper, 


or they may organize courts-martial and mili- | 


tary commissions for the purpose. That is 
what the law says. Before that, it proclaims 


that the southern country shall be divided into || 


five military districts, and a commander placed 
overeach. The Senator from Michigan argues 


that because the South is divided into military | 


districts, therefore this military power is su- 
preme and complete, and it absorbs all power 
in that region. 


manders were placed over districts in the north- 
ern and central States. 

Mr. HOWARD. One word, with the Sen- 
ator’s permission. The 
from Pennsylvania misunderstood me. It was 
not because of the division of which he speaks 


that I held that the military authority was | 
| supreme; but I alleged as one reason for that | 
supremacy the very language of the bill which | 
| gives to the military officer the command of 


the district, a military term which tertainly 
implies everything that is in the nature of 
military authority. 

Mr. BUCKALEW. And just so General 
Meade and each of the other generals assigned 
to a district in the North was assigned to the 


command of the district; but his duties were | 
very restricted and limited indeed; so that no | 
conclusion arises from the use of that term, || 
Districts were || 
established and commanders assigned to them, || 


‘‘command.’’ But to return. 
and then in the subsequent part of the section 
the poms of those commanders were enumer- 
atec 


that we are alone concerned. I have stated 


what it was. In addition to what I have stated, | 


there was authority conferred upon those com: 


manders to declare martial law. They were to | 


preserve the peace, to suppress insurrection 
and disorder, and if an emergency arose they 
were authorized by ¢he act to declare martial 
law. Asa matter of course, if they did so the 
operation of the ordinary civil laws there would 
be interrupted and suspended; all the jurisdic- 


tion of the civil authorities, to the necessary | 
| extent, would be suspended or in abeyance 


while martial law continued to exist; but no 
longer. 

One clause in the section authorized them to 
permit criminals to be tried in the civil tribu- 
Of course those civil tribunals were 


Now, what is the conclusion of the whole 
matter upon that material and vital section of 


They are, to protect the rights of | 


Why, sir, the northern States | 
were divided into military districts also. Com- | 


honorable Senator |! 
'| visional governments, and limited their dura- 
|| tion and jurisdiction to the time when new 


; and it is with that donation of power | 
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the act of the 2d of March? That these coup. 
manders had certain powers conferred upon 
them and certain duties enjoined,which they 
were sent there to use, execute, and perform, 
and that no power was conferred on them over 
the civil governments there unless those ciyi| 
governments undertook to interfere with thei; 


jurisdiction—that interference was forbidden 


or unless the necessities of the service required 
the declaration of martial law, when the action 
of those civil jurisdictions would be interrupted. 
So long as those civil governments did not 
interfere with this military jurisdiction which 
we conferred, and so long as martial law was 
not proclaimed, those civil governments stood 
firm and effectual to all the intents and pur- 
poses contemplated by the act of Congress.in 


were provisional governments, and to continue 
so long as the proceeding of reconstruction was 


| going on. 


What was another feature of that law? It 
provided for the reorganization of effectual 


in the Congress of the United States. How? 
Kither by the initiation of these provisional 
governments in the ordinary way, by their 
calling upon the people to elect delegates and 
form constitutions, or by the voluntary action 
of the people themselves, one or the other, 
That was the provision ofthat law. It was left 
to the people themselves. In other words, the 
whole proceeding of reorganization, the enu- 
meration of voters, the fixing of the time for 
voting, the holding of a convention, the sub 
mission of the constitution to a vote of the 
people, &c., in short, the whole proceeding from 
beginning to end, was left to the people of those 
States themselves, free from any interference 
or control of the military commanders. 

What else did that act of the 2d of March 


| do? Inits concluding section, as I have already 
| stated, it declared the existence and validity 


for certain purposes of those local governments. 
It declared and pronounced them to be pro- 


constitutions should be formed and the States 
admitted into the Union. Thus Congress left 
this subject at the time of adjournment upon 
the 4th of March. 

On the 23d of March, however, three weeks 
afterward—at the special session—further re- 
flection having been bestowed upon this sub- 
ject, and partisan necessities appealing to gen- 
tlemen in both Houses of Congress, another 
act was passed supplementary to the former; 
and what did that act do? I can describe it in 
few words. It transferred the control and 
direction of the reorganization of those States 
from the provisional governments which existed 
in them to the military commanders who had 
been placed over the districts. It was a law 
to transfer the control of reconstruction from 
the people of those States and from the civil 
authorities of those States to the military com- 
manders; they were armed with power over 
this great subject, and for the first time. It 
was apprehended that reorganization under 
their management could be made much more 
effectual for the purposes of those who then 
had power to control the legislation of the 
United States than it would be under State 
management. 

But the power conferred upon the com- 
manders by the act of March 23 was a powrt 
over reorganization only. They were author- 
ized to select the persons to make registries of 
voters ; they were authorized to call the con- 
ventions, and were to transmit the new constl- 
tutions after they were formed to the Congress 
of the United States for its consideration. But 
in other respects their powers remained as 
before. Described in general terms, the sup- 
plementary act was to turn over the management 
of reconstruction from those State governments 
and the people to the military commanders. 
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hen, sir, in addition to what I have stated, 
both the laws of the 2d and 23d of March con- 
ained Pee regarding suffrage and oth 
atters with which my present argument is not 
concerne od. 

Mr. President, the great. materi: ae 
determined by the Attorney General, 
concurrence of all the members of the ( ‘ab ne 
(except one) andof the President of the Unit 
States, and announced in a circular, was tha 
the military commanders had power to 
remove civil officers in those provisioual gov- 
ernments pending the proceeding of reorganl- 
zation. Where was the power ever conferred 
them? Point me to any provision in 
your legislation which looks to it. They did 
not determine that if the military commander 
proclaimed martial law the operation of those 
provisional governments would not be sus- 
pended. On the contrary, I think the Attor- 
ney General aflirmed that doctrine. “Of course 
that would be a reasonable construction of the 
law, as | have already stated. But they *uled 
and determined the point that so long as mar- 
tial law was not proclaimed, so long as those 
civil authorities did not interfere with the mili- 
tary, they were independent of them; they 
were for the time being provisionally there 
legally there, there under an act of Congress, 
with powers restricted only so far as control 
or power had been granted to the military 
commanders in the acts of the 2d and 23d of 
March. Can any man, much more a ree 
doubt that this was a just and proper constru 
tion of your laws? Now, consider the point. 
The other questions determined in the opinion 
of the Attorney General were e ither not vital 
or are acquiesced in, and the decisions upon 
them are comparatively unimportant. This is 
the thing upon which the country was to be 
aroused. ‘Lhis was the question upon which 
we were brought here, the one used to provoke 
this session of Congress, and it is the business 
of one who disagrees in opinion and sentiment 
with the majority to proclaim his opinion upon 
it and the grounds upon which that opinion has 
been formed. ’ 

In the first place, as stated before, there was 
no power in express terms conferred upon the 
military commanders to remove any of those 
officers. In the second place, the clause which 
authorized them to cause criminals to be tried 
in the civil courts there recognized those courts 
as valid, at least for certain purposes. In the 
third place, as stated before, the concluding 
section of the act of 2d of March expressly de- 
clared them provisional during the proceeding 


no 


upon 


of reorganization, and rese ved to the Unite d 
States power to mold and to change and to 
control them in future. ‘This section, taken 


alone, is conclusive against this power of re- 
moval. If there be any force, any meaning in 
your own Jaws, can you say that this power of 
control and of modification as to those govern- 
ments was reserved to the military commanders 
by that section? Have we come to that stage 
of degeneracy that a brigadier general in com- 
mand of a district can quote Louis XLV and 
declare: ‘I 


am the State?’’ The power is 
reserved to the United States, and to the 
United States only, over those provisional 


governments to control and modify them. Is 
that to be imputed to your brigadier or major 
general in any one of these districts? Is he 
supreme and not you? Will you abdicate 
your own manhood, your own functions, your 
supremacy, your original authority, your 
power of which you are proud, and bow meekly 
before the authority of your own creature, who 
went there by your command, and over whom 
one would think your jurisdiction was com- 
plete ? 

The supplementary act, also, which conferred 
upon these military commanders new powers 
is against the argument that they possessed 
general and unlimited ones before. It proves 
by every line and section in it relating to them 
that before its passage they had no control and 


i} actments, 


| operation. 
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no power whatever over the subject of recon 


struction. They could not appoint a register. 
lhey could not issue an order for enumerating 
voters. They could not issue an order or speak a 


word officially concerning the holding ofan elec- 
tion, norregulate areturn. They could not inter- 
fere with the making of a new constitution, nor 
with transmission to Congress. The very 
fact that the supplementary act of 23d March 
conferred powers the om for regulating 
reconstruction proves that they did not possess 
such powers before. 

Phen again 
recall attention to the 


its 


upon 


e other day to 
amendment offered by 
the Senator from Massachusetts, the chairman 
of the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia at the last session of Congress, when 
the reconstruction act was pending before this 


. J took occasion th 


body. He was dissatisfied with the volition 
and freedom left to the inhabitants of the 
southern country. He desired to bring them 
more perfectly under our control and ‘under 
the a jurisdiction which we were then 
abc to set up. Consequently he proposed 


that ‘the tenure of office of al persons in au- 
: 

thority in should 

terminate at the expiration of ninety days from 


the law, and he | roceeded to 


the soutnern governments 


issage of 


1 
the p: 


confer power upon the military ccuaminiiees 


law and give it 

Did you adopt 
Did you sanction his view ? 
participate in his feelings or 


remove them, to enforce your 
What did you do? 
, 


his amendment 7 
Did you 


wishes upon that subject. No, sir. By an 
almost unanimous vote you refused to termi- 
nate those governments ; you refused to turn 


out those officers ; 
military 


you refused to arm your 
commanders with jurisdic ion and 
power over them. And yet, after this delib- 
erate and open rejection of the Senator’s 
amendment, we are to be told thatany oneof our 
commanders can remove civil officers at pleas 
ure, and can do it under the reconstruction 
laws! And you are about to pass a bill de- 


| claring this to be a legal construction of those 


| torney 


in his | 


1} gion. 


|| commanders, perhaps all of them. 


laws. Sir, your declaration is against the fact, 
against your own record, and against what | 
ought to be, if our proceedings are read, the | 


common knowledge of the 

The Senator from Illinois criticised the At- 
torney General. I hold that the Attorney Gen- 
eral was right in his opinion upon this question 
of power, unquestionably right. If law be ca- 
pable of construction, if the human mind be 
capable of grasping the meaning of your en- 
he was right, and it was his duty to 
pronounce that opinion as an honest man and 
as a professional man standing as the princi- 
pal law-oflicer of this Government, before the 
American peop le. 

The Senator from Illinois crit 
y General on another point. He said 
that while the Attorney General held that all 
the qualifications necessary for registration 
were those enumerated in the oath contained 
in the act of 23d of March, in reciting those 
qualifications he left out a clause of the oath, 


American people. 


icised the At- 


that clause which says if a person has held an | 


office as a member of a State Legislature, or | 





as an executive or judicial officer of a State, 
and afterward engaged in the rebellion, he 
shall be disqualified. Well, sir, that clause | 


was an amendment which was put upon a Sen- 
ate amendment by the House of Kepresenta- 
tives. It never proceeded, thank fortune, from 
any member of this body. We are guiltless of 
originating at least that one absurdity in our 
past legislation. Why, sir, does not every 


| school-boy in the country who reads the Con- 


stitution in the course of his studies know 
that every member of a State 


State is sworn to support the Constitution of 
the United States; and that it always has been 
so since the Constitution was adopted and be- 
came our fundamental law? Consequently, 
that clause is an absurdity. It was followed 
by another clause, which was in the oath as 


Legislature | 
| and every executive and judicial officer in a | 


| was invited; 
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Michi- 


pet son 


originally drawn by the Senator from 
gan, [Mr. Howarp,] that whenever a 
had been sworn as such an officer—enumerat- 
ing those | have mentioned—and afterwards 
engaged in rebellion, he shall be disqualitied. 
hat cotered the whole case. rhe omission 
by the Attorney General of noticing the prior 
clause, the duplicate clause, the unnecessary 
clause, the absurd provision, brought ‘up 
gravely in criticism against him, and he is to 
be arraigned as knowing nothing of funda- 
mental principle or of the laws of his country. 
Sir, his opinion was exactly accurate; and it 
was all the more accurate and admirable for 
ignoring that unmeaning and absurd provision 
which was inserted by ‘the House of Repre 


sentatives. It meant nothing, it could conve y 


no additional meaning or force to the section 
in which it was placed. 
Now, Mr. President, under what circum: 


stances did the Attorney General, and others 
associated with him inthe Administration act ? 
Let us inquire that, in fairness, when you are 
sending this bill forth to the public, to brand 
them with usurpation, with misconstruction of 
your laws, with obstructing the course of recon- 
Let us see under what circumstances 
they acted, and see whether they are justified 
in the forum of honest debate, whether their 
course can be vindicated, or whether it shall 
stand condemned upon the high and imperial 
mandate of some sensation newspaper, which 
assumes to itself to construe the laws and to 
ignore the learned lights of the legal profes- 
We are very much at present under the 
influence of sensation newspapers ; but their 
authority upon questions of law or of constitu- 
tional duty is not conclusive. 

In the first place it is well known that instrue- 
tions were asked of the War Department and 
of the President by several of the military 
The fact 
is stated by the Attorney General in his opin- 
lherefore, the action of the Administra- 
tion, the executive department of your Gov- 
ernment, one of its principal branches , and 
solemnly charged with the duty of seeing that 
the laws be executed, was not volunteered ; i 
it was asked for. And is it not 
plain that there would have been a derelic- 
tion, a failure of duty if there had been no 
instruction issued, no advice given, no rule 


struction, 


ion. 


prescribed ? 


In the next place, the executive depart- 
ment of the Government was appealed to by 


| those officers who were displaced, by Governor 


Wells, and by Judge Abell, and by others, who 
complained that their legal rights had been vio- 
lated and the laws of the country disregarded 
by officers of the United States who had been 
appointed by the President and were subject 
to his orders. 

Again, let us ler how necessary and 
indispensable it is that there should be uni- 
formity of administration throughout the South ; 
that set of rules should not prevail in 
South Carolina, and another in Alabama, and 
still another in Texas; that conflicting deci- 
sions should not be made by the military com- 
manders and confusion thereby introduced. 
What a disgrace, what a scandal to our Gov- 
ernment this would be. It was necessary that 
there should be uniformity of system; and 
that uniformity of syste - could be obtained in 
no other manner than by consultations of all 
these commanders meeting together asa delib- 
erative body to pass upon doubtful points, or 
in the regular way by instruc tions to them from 
the President through the War Departme nt. 
The latter was the const itutional and proper 
mode of procee ding to secure correct, consist- 
ent, and uniform administration of the laws, 
and it was resorted to. 

Again, sir, recollect that this administration 
of the laws of the United States in those States 
was ‘utive business. It was to be per 
formed by appointees of the President of the 
United States, and he was responsible to Con- 
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gress and to the American people for what was 
done by It was his proper business to 
eé that they performed faithfully and fairly 


them. 


ull the duties which we imposed upon them by 

our lav Ife is Commander-in-Chief, and as 
ich charged with the duty of the superintend- 

ern of the execution of the laws; and par- 


ticularly is he charged with the execution of 
laws pertaining to our military service. It 

in his military capacity still more than in his 
civil capacity that the duty of superintendence, 
of control, of command, and of regulation is 
charged upon him. Although he is the civil 
head of the Government a large mass of the 
public business in civil affairs is performed by 
independent courts. But in the military branch 
of the Government business his eye must reach 
{o the recesses of administration, to the ex- 
tremities of the country, to the proceedings of 
liculenant as 


well as of general; he must 
overlook your whole system and see to it that 
the laws are executed, that subordination is 
preserved, that justice (so far as the military 
are concerned) is enforced, and that the rights 
of the citizen are not trampled upon, while the 
just demands of the Government to his obedi- 
ence are maintained with unflinching firmness 
aud rigor, 

lt is to be remembered also that the Supreme 
Court of the United States, in a grave and 
formal opinion delivered in the Mississippi case, 
announced this very duty as binding upon the 
President. He was instructed by the Supreme 
Court, whose construction of your laws, if not 
always conclusive upon other departments of 
the Government, is always entitled to their 
profound respect. 


was his duty to see that his subordinate com- 


manders executed the lawin a faithful manner, 


und to exercise over them the control neces- 
sary to secure such execution. ‘That declara- 
tion of the court is very properly referred to 
by the Attorney General in his opinion. 

Now, sir, these considerations constitute, 
in my judgment, a triumphant vindication of 
what was done upon the ground of power, 
upon the ground of right, upon the ground 
of public policy, upon every ground possible, 
xcept perhaps party expediency. I have 
ieard some gentlemen complain that this 
opinion was given because it afforded unjust 
aud artful men in the country an opportunity 
for mischiet; that such men were enabled to 
misrepresent the views, objects, and action 
of the executive department and to arouse 
against all concerned in the performance of a 
public duty in that department the hot and 
heady passions of men who do not reason, but 
wuo teel. But whether this complaint be just 
or not we need not now inquire, because it does 
not touch my argument upon its merits. It is 
sullicient lor my present purpose that the action 
of the Executive was in good faith and upon | 
sound conviciions of public duty. 

in fact, sir, has not the President acted 
throughout with fidelity, if not in a spirit of | 
coucession,to your views? What did he do, 
sir, aller your law was passed? Who did he | 
put in command in the southern country? 
General Schofield, General Sickles, General 
Jouu Pope, General Sheridan, and, I believe, 
General Ord. Those were the commanders he 


t 
] 
i 


appointed to execute the powers created by 
the act of 2d of March. Were they hostile to 
you? Were they men of doubtful antecedents? 
Were they disposed to deal unjustly with your 


political interests in that section? Did they 
uot go there with the intention of favoring the 
designs of Congress? Have they not partici- 
pated in your feelings with reference to the 
tuture? And had they not under your former 
laws substantial control over the whole ques- 
tion of reconstruction, which is so dear to your 
hearts because it connects itself with future 
rower ? 


{as the Administration put a finger upon any | 


He was instructed by your | 
Chief Justice, asthe organ of the court, that it | 





i . : 
'| been made the pretext for assembling the two 
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legitimate act connected with reorganization ? 
Has the proceeding of registration been med- 
died with? Why look at the reports from 
Mobile and from Savannah and from Rich- 
mond and from Louisiana, and from districts 
in which white populations largely preponder- 
ate, if your census is to be trusted. Consider 
the reports which come up to us of the prepon- 
derance of colored votes upon the registrations. 
Has not your system been administered by the 
strong hand of military and friendly power from 
the beginning, backed by your Freedmen’s 
Bureau and by contributions of millions from 
your Treasury? Not yet satisfied with these 
political advantages, (in addition to the public 
considerations involved,) you are here to over- 
rule the Attorney General upon questions of law, 
and such questions as I have discussed, upon 
which the reason of the case and the letter of 
the law confront you and proclaim unmistak- 
ably that your session was ordered, and is now 


| held, not to vindicate your own laws, not to 


aneeemeeaells 


rescue those laws from perversion and recon- 
struction from obstruction, but that you might 
mold reconstruction more completely to a pur- 
pose of party, and secure your future control 
in the Government of the United States. 

The Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. W11- 
son] informs us with a glow of genial feeling 
that three fourths of all these reconstructed 
States are in the accurate line of loyalty and 
of political action; that at least that propor- 


| tion of them will come up here with constitu- 
| tions uncontaminated with any blot or stain 


whatever, with the most salutary provisions, 
and above all and beyond all with the right 
men to represent them—‘‘ the friends of the 
country.’’ He wants to wipe out these provis- 


/ional governments, and renews his amend- 


| strengthen our friends.’’ 


ment for that purpose. He desires ‘ to 
use the patronage of those governments to 
Well, sir, that is a 
benevolent object! We ought to do every- 
thing possible to strengthen our friends! The 
military machinery, five brigadier or major 
generals down South, with an infinite number 
of registrars appointed, and with election offi- 
cers appointed, and with Freedmen’s Bureau 
outlays and Freedmen’s Bureau agents scat- 
tered all over that country, are not sufficient 
for our friends ; we must do a little more; we 
must seize upon these poor, petty, provisional 
governments whose existence is already lim- 
ited by law, and whose jurisdiction is exceed- 
ingly curtailed by our former enactments, in 
order to getalittle patronage for ‘‘ our friends ;”’ 
in order, | suppose, that the whole proceeding 
of reconstruction shall be made perfect, that 
there shall be general satisfaction in the coun- 
try upon the completion of the work ! 

Well, sir, I do not know that I care to inter- 


| rupt the good feeling which prevails, or seems 


to prevail, by making impertinent or untimely 


' observations and by protracting arguments 


| which are useless and distastetul. 


|| rose for mainly was to express my opinion 
| 


one of those commanders to curb him in any |! 


What I 
upon a few of the material points which have 


Houses of Congress at this unpropitious sea- 
son of the year. My idea was to point out 
the insufliciency of the reasons, the hollowness, 
the unsubstantial character of the pretenses 
upon which we are assembled together. I 
suppose members of both Houses telt them- 
selves called upon by a stimulated public or 
party opinion to meet here. They thought 
the people or a part of the people had got the 
impression in some way or other that the 
President and his Cabinet, and particularly 
the Attorney General, (who is an admirable 
man in the department of the law, but perhaps 
not admirable as a politician,) that all these 
high officials had combined together to obstruct 
the laws of Congress. Well, sir, 1 will say in 


conclusion that I think the only obstruction 
that will be interposed in the way of the exe- 
cution of the acts of the 2d and the 23d of 
March will be interposed by 


over-zealous 


L GLOBE. 
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commanders who are to execute them, and hy 
Congress itself, which meets to undo its own 
work under pretense of explaining it. 
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SPEECH OF HON. W. E. ROBINSON, 
OF NEW YORK, 
Iv tHe Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 12, 1867. 

The House having under consideration the bil] 
supplementary to an act to provide forthe more effi- 
cient government of the rebel States— 

Mr. ROBINSON said: 

Mr. Speaker: I have desired to say a word 
or two during these debates on the subject of 
reconstruction, and now rise, not to make any 
set speech, but merely to submit a few obser- 

vations Which I deem pertinent to the occa- 
sion. 

What, sir, has brought us together at this 
time in extraordinary session of Congress? 
Has anything been done by the South to pro- 
voke it? Has any southern man or southern 
woman or southern child done or said any- 
thing calling for harsher laws than those we 
have already imposed upon them? No; it is 
merely because the proper officer of our Gov- 
ernment has given a proper opinion on what 
some call a very improper act of Congress, 
that the representatives of the people and the 
representatives of the States have been called 
away from their pleasant homes to this hot and 
dusty city in this heated term. You have not 
even the poor pretext of anything done by our 
southern brethren for this additional legisla- 
tion, for they have submitted with unprece- 
dented willingness to every enormity of legis- 
lation put upon them. 

Sir, a short time ago, during the present 
Congress, the gtntleman from Pennsylvania, 
{Mr. Srevens,] the gentleman from Ohio, 
| Mr. Bryenam,| the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr. Burier,] and gentlemen from 
every State in the Union then represented here 
voted the sympathy of the American people 
with the people of Ireland, suffering under the 
cruel wrongs and oppressive laws which Eng- 
land had inflicted upon her. That island is not 
much larger than the first three districts of 
New York, and has a population not exceed- 
ing five or six millions. Every Representative 
on this floor voted his sympathy with Ireland 
in her sufferings from British oppression. But 
here are ten States, with a population more 
than twice the number of that of Ireland, and 
ten or twenty times its extent; our own terri- 
tory, our own people, under our own flag, 
enduring oppression such as no British Gov- 
ernment ever attempted to force upon Ireland. 
Why, sir, have we not heard that a military 
governor, under a law which we have now met 
professedly to make more stringent and more 
despotic, has removed municipal and State 
officers without trial and without any given 
reason? Have we not heard of a military gov- 
ernor, under a law now to be made more severe, 
who stopped a civie procession till they pro- 
cured and consented to carry a certain flag, to 
salute that flag, uncovering three paces before 
reaching it, bowing their necks as they passed 
it, and remaining uncovered three paces beyond 
it? What would have been the consequences 
if some poor fellow, blinded with dust and 
bedizzened with its splendor, had made a mis- 
step or a miscalculation of steps, and uncov- 
ered only two and a half paces before approach- 
ing, and bowed whe half a pace beyond, I can- 
not tell. But this I do know: that during the 
seven centuries of British misrule in Ireland 
no military commander ever dared to remove 
from office without accusation and trial even 
an alderman of Cork or Dublin, or any other 
Irish city; and though the Irish people had 
cursed the British flag in oratory and song, no 
military governor or tyrant ever dared to ask 
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sovernment such as no monarch, 
tyrant ever yet inflicted upon a sub jected od 
lious they may Sante bee 
and were as tyrannical as 
ring States every man, 
woman, and child in Ireland would bea Fenian. 
It is with the deepest sorrow | make this 
do it to avert, if possible, the spirit of 
legislation, icticed in 
any other country would call forth our 
pathy for the sufferers and our condemnation 
of the oppressor. 
Mr. KELLEY. 
for a moment ? 
Mr. ROBINSON. I 
ure. 
Mr. KELLEY. I beg leave to 


gentleman from Ireland 


emperor, or 
| 

nile. however rebel 
If British rule in Irel 
ours is il 1 these ten sult {fi . 


asser- 
t10n. 
onnre ssive 


which if pri 


sym- 


Will the gentleman yield 


will yield with pleas- 


say to the 


es that no 


ynger ago than yesterday | introduced on this 
hoor a very devoted son of the Emerald Isle, 


who has been for Somne years a naturalized 
citizen of the United 3 and a resident of 
the State of North Carolina, who appealed to 
various members to I introduced 
him to overthrow by express letter everything 
in the form of government in the South, save 
the laws of Cx administered by the 
military commanders, and he presented to 
these gentlemen, as well as to me, the argu- 
ment that the very life eing crushed out 
of every loyal man, not by the United States 
Government, but by the pretended State and 
South. Andthe gen- 


| 
the whom 


yngress as 
was b 


local governments of the 
tleman will not, if he travels through the South, 
find one out of every [rish Ameri- 
can citizens there who does not look to Con- 
gress to protect them from oppression greater 
than they endured in Ireland. 

Mr. ROBINSON. In re 
eloquent gentleman from Pennsylvania has 
said, | need only say that I doubt not there are 
a thousand Irishmen to-day living under Brit- 
ish rule, for whose victims we so recently unan- 
imously voted the sympathy of the American 
who would appeal to the British Par- 

Fiadweai if introduced u pon its floor to over- 
ehvow by express letter everything but oe ish 
rule in Ireland as administered by her Castle- 
reaghs and Derbys, and would present “that 
the very life would be crushed out of every 
loyal man if the Fitzgeralds and Emmets and 
O’ Briens had succeeded in overthrowing that 
British rule in Ireland, against which we so 
recently and unanimously protested in this 
House ; and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
will not, if he travels through Irel land, y fr id one 
out t of every ten of the loyal men in Ireland 
who feed and fatten on the sedvoutan ~ Brit- 
ish rule in their starving country who does 
not look to the British Parliament to prote et 
them and preserve them from the calamity of 
granting to Ireland her s and liberties. 
And it is noargument to me that because some 
Irishman, who has foresworn allegiance to Brit 
ish power and British law and fled from their 
oppressions, has here become the apologist of 
laws more galling and oppressive than those 
whose Sheltie he foreswore, that I should see 
others faults and not my own ; that Is should join 
in voting condemnation on our neighbors and 
cover up oumown faults, equal, if not far tran- 
a theirs. I eare not who such a man 
is, he is nota true Irishman ; but a British—you 
may fill up the blank as you please. 

Mr. KELLEY. I did not say that that gen- 
tleman said he had fled from the oppression he 
speaks of. I apprehend that 
man he came here because Amer 
country than Ireland. 


Mr. ROBINSON. 


ten of the 


ily to what the 


Vans 


pe O} ile . 





right 


aa the gentle- 
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a WAS a ireer 


thank the gentleman 
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Rec mn struc 


for that word was. It was a freer country. 
| was he ld Clay Whig when the Demo 
crats we n power, daily prot ting against 
heir attempts to in he rig! f t 
ties and trample down thi feruards of our 
Constitution, but they never dared to trample 
1 to o so the Y ppon y 
never dared to override all coa tie l pro 


in a majority here are n w doing. I was an 
old-line Whig then, and I would be a recreant 
and a coward if I failed to denour 
mities greater than those I[ then « 
Sir, | have some idea what these loya 
ern men are who come here to invoke oppres- 
sion on their 


misrepresentation. 


people. I know the nower of 
I know the efforts made 
excite and | Kee p ali easpir 
le of the South by} 
selves southe ‘rn loyalists. 


ties h 


itot revenge against 


the ¢ Op 





eaped upon the’southern people and the 


threats made agains tthem if they dared to com 
plain. 1 know that when the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania made his speecl he people of 
Mobile he said they must be quiet for he had 
the military at his back. This must have been 


very soothing and calcul 
struction when he inf 
be necessary to urge home his ar; 
the bayonet. 

Mr. KELLEY. 
raising that point, 
moment just here. 

Mr. ROBINSON. 
that he did not say so? 

Mr. KELLEY. When the ery ‘‘Put him 
down!’ ‘*Pull him down!’ was raised, I 
answered, TORN you cannot put down 
free speech by pu ling me d hat is one 
of the rights ‘the « exercise of which the Amer 
people established by the late war. You 
will do nothing toward suppressing it by pull- 
ing me down. You should bear in mind that 
the fifi fantry are at my back as a repre- 
sentat prit iciple, and if they 
cannot maintain it in Mobile the United States 
Army will.’’ Bat that did not cause the riot. 
[ proceeded, and the ymmence 
until a prearranged sig 
a bell, a pause and then one tap was 


: ; 
then the gentier 


7 


< the gentleman for 
yield for a 


I than} 
and beg him to 
Does th 


} 
e gentieman say 


wn. 


ican 


teenth in 


ive of that grea 


two taps upon 
‘ a A 
given ; 
commenced 
shooting at me. 
Mr. ROBINSON. 


I throw back the impu- 


tation with scorn upon the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania that those who commenced the 
riot were my friends. They were his friend 


who commenced it, and I presume it could | 

80 prov ed if a proper committee were app ointed 
to investigate it. I had n and 
the gentleman knows it. 

[Mr. Srevens, of vyivania, who had 
taken a seat immediately in front of Mr. 
RoBInson, said 
reporter. | 

Mr. ROBINSON. I have not time to 
answer every question if 
venerable and distingui he 
Pennsylvania has any question to ask me 
will state it so that 1 can hear it, 
yleasure in tryi 

Mr. STE VE 
said if the bal 
rather be out of the way. 


» friends there, 





something not heard by the 


— 


1 gentleman from 
and 


1.1) l 
I shall take 





Mr. ROBINSON. I hope he will not move 
away; I am glad to have the honorable gen 
tleman near me; I rejoice to see | ‘rT on 
the = side. [ Laughter. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Kev_iey] calls me th 
the e gentleman from Ireland Sir, I do no 


claim to represent Ireland, but 
claim, 
of being one of he r ns: but is } e 
an Irishman than I am, unless he has degen- 


: _ . , ' 
here as in all other places, the honor 


erated like his North Carolina I: n? A 
great many Irishmen get degenerated, and 
some nee ee y change tl} rnan ly ither 
Su pect that ] a ¢ hil ‘ ) 1 I 















































Massachusetts 


’ ' 


bes ethnolog sts 


ym the Worcester district, 
Mr. Baupwiy,] one of 


ind antiquarians in the country, at 


the 


satical friend from Ohio, f Mr. Mt N,} and 
friend from Pennsylvania, [Mr.S 
» introduced the other day the belligerent 
r of Professor Agassiz on the origin of th: 
human races, it would be found that the gen 


eman from Pennsylvania was called O’ Kelley 
He may say that he hn only mended 
his name by dropping the significantO. When 
he was mending his name he might have mended 


vithout detriment to either. 


at home. 


his manners 
| Laughter. ] 

Mr. KELLEY. I sim 
gentleman 


differed 


ply assume d that the 
epresented Ireland, and therein 

from fact that | sometimes 
consider and speak upon American topics, 
while he never alludes to than Irish. 
| Laughter. ] 

Mr. ROBINSON. The gentleman was 
first to introduce the Irish topic 

KELLEY. On the contrary, 
respond to the gentleman's suggestion, 
| eted peo 
greater wrongs than England has inflicted on 
the Irish. 

Mr. ROBINSON. My 
American matters 
other countries. 

Now, when interrupted by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania { Mr. Keviey] 
something as to the parties guilty of 
these mobs and 
have been made the cause of all this swarm 


me in 
any other 


the 


we have in upon the southern 


reference 
compared with those of 


was to 


I was about 
Lo say 


commencing riots—for they 


of reconstruction bills e ted to subject the 
South to military ictontions on the ground that 
life and property were not secure in those 


States. The New York Tribune 

had an editorial article on | 
Birmingham anti-Popery riots. It appears 
that a man had been sent down from | 
to Birmingham to speak against 
Ritualism. Ihave no doubt that he thought, 
if he did not say, 
at his back. His 
more bitter than those of the gentleman from 
Penns’ and shrieked into ears as 
unwilling as those of the people of Mobile. 
No doubt the anti- 
s, whom he 


sine 


that he had the British army 


speeches | rot ably were not 
ylvania were, 


Ritualist neaker said his 


audience was abusing, commenced 





the row. ‘The editor of the Tribune, however, 
takes this sensible aie vf the matt He 
Vs: 


however, is not controversy. Re- 
ligious enlightenment does not come of hard names 
and yelling defiance to a crowd of ignorant and ex- 
citable laborers. If a preacher will throw mud at his 
Christian brethren he must expect to cet spattered 
in return. If he darts into acrowd of Lrishmen and 

: his fists and dares them to come on, it is the 
most natural thin world that he should come 
out of the crowd with a black eye and a torn coat.”’ 


** Vituperation, 


ouble 





ginthe 


Now, is it not easy to see that vituperation 


ng defiance to L.crowd 


‘ an 
or throwing mud or yel 


or threatening to shut their mouths with the 
fifteenth United State 3 infantry might lead toa 


; o 
negnam 


in Birm And 
‘natural to suppose that the riots in 


1 Mobile as wella 

is it not quite 

Mobile, N¢ 

as charges able 
: 


the crowd who, evenatthe p 


and elsewhere just 
to the speakers themselves as to 


ints of the fifteenth 


Ww Orleans. were 


United Statesinfantry bayon: 


» listen? The table of the 


, werecomne ed 





to li poor lamb which 
was killed by the wolf for riling tl water 
ich he was drinking up stream m rve 
to illustrate many tran actions betwi human 
imbs and human wolves, who 1 make 
some pretense to throw the blam the quar 
rel upon those whom they had det ned to 


worry into it anyhow. 


New Or! ? 


But, sir, 


phis have not been t! y places where mobs 
and riots have occ urred, and where human life 


and property have been indanger. If I rightly 


emem)h 1e city tr N tne ¢ 
remember. the y from whie! _o 


from Pennsylvania hails had mobs and riots 
in which churches were sacked and burned and 
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forder. J submit that this discussion is alto- 
‘ther wide of the question before the House ; 
nd I make the further point of order that 
en must take their seats. 

Mr. ROBLNSON, What is the gentleman’s 
pont of order? 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. It is thatthe remarks 
of the gentleman are very wide of the subject 
before the House. 

‘The SPEAKER pro tempore, (Mr. Cook in 
the chair.) ‘The Chair overrules the first point 
of order raised by the gentleman, but sustains 
the second; gentlemen must take their seats. 

Mr. ROBINSON, If [ remember correctly 
there were men in that city of Philadelphia, 
dressed in the apparel of men, who had the 
spit in the faces and otherwise 
women, and those women sisters of 

| know excuses were then made, as 
they are now made, that the insulted and mal- 
treated were the guilty parties. The weak and 
insulted parties were belied and vilified. The 
spirit of revenge was evoked and scenes of 
carnage and outrage followed, such as have 
never disgraced any city of the South. But 
blood once shed, the demon spirit of revenge, 
born of hell and accursed of God, which has 
nor ears nor senses to discriminate 
between right and wrong, was evoked then, as 
it is now evoked, and let loose to shriek for 
more blood and clamor for more vengeance. 

Mr. KELLEY. Will the gentleman allow 
me a moment ? 

Mr. ROBINSON. Iwill yield as much of 
my time as | can afford. 

Mr. KELLEY. IL will endeavor to procure 
you compensation for any time [ may consume, 
\s the gentleman has made these remarks in 
connection with a somewhat personal colloquy, 
I desire to say that it was my privilege at the 
time to which he has referred, with a police- 
man’s staff, to meet armed rioters, and to be 
hespattered with the blood of policemen shot 
at my side while performing the same humble 
duty that I did in defense of those churches. | 


gentlem 


courage to 
insult 
charity, 


no eyes 


Reconstruction—Mr. Robinson. 


cent and defenseless nuns was burned down by 
a Boston mob. On the lofty walls of that black- 
ened monument of Massachusetts’ bigotry stood 
the significant inscription, ‘‘ The Lord Seeth.”’ 
Year by year these holy, defenseless, innocent 
women have ap vealed and appealed in vain to 
the State of } Lcanataseian to pay for their 
losses. Still ‘‘the Lord Seeth’’ that Massa- 
chusetts permitted the outrage, and refused all 
just compensation. 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I rise to a point of 
order: that the remarks of the gentleman are 


| not relevant to the subject pending. 


beg leave to say further that the aspersion cast | 


upon me in the Mobile Times as a means of 
fomenting a scene of murder was utterly false. 
he lie designed to excite the Irish citizens of 
Mobile against me, that | had abandoned the 
church of my fathers and burned the temples 
in which they had worshipped in Philadelphia, 


was as false as the heart that coined it—that | 


of William D. Mann, late of Michigan, but now 
a of internal revenue at Mobile and 
owner of the Times. I was born into the Pres- 
byterian church, but forgettingall save the rights 
of man, as the people of Philadelphia, both 
Catholic and Protestant, will bear witness, I 
periled my life to defend the churches to which 
the gentleman alludes, and, as prosecuting at- 
torney, prosecuted those who could be arrested 
and brought to trial for the crime. I was then 
what the gentleman was not—a member of the 
Democratic party. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I was going to ask the 
gentleman as to that. It seems that he has 
been getting wrong while I have been getting 
right. He was a Demoerat then, and that with 
some may account for the correct manner in 


ssessor 


which he acted on that oceasion; but I have | 


The SPEAKER. The Chair cannot see the 
relevancy of the argument to this bill, which 
is for the reconstrpction of various States of 
the Union known as those lately in rebellion. 
The gentleman must be aware that his remarks 
are irrelevant. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the gentleman yield to 
me a moment? 

Mr. ROBINSON. For a question only. I 
cannot yield for any remarks, as my time is 
nearly up. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
question. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I am sorry the gentle- 
man has run short in his catechism. [Laugh- 
ter.] I was going to refer to another State, if 
[ am not out of order. I presume I shall be 
in order if I can move an amendment. Is the 
bill open to amendment? 

The SPEAKER, It is not. 
recommit is pending. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I want to say, and think 


[ do not desire to ask any 


The motion to 


I can say it in order, that if every State that | 


has permitted a mob or a riot to take place, or 


in which life and property are not safe, or in | 


which republican forms of government are 
wanting, is to be put under military dictator- 


ship, (and these are the reasons given why the 


southern States are so put under,) then this 
bill should be so amended as to include Penn- 
sylvania, Massachusetts, and New Hampshire, 
and these States should also be deprived of 
their representatives in both Houses of Con- 
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York also wants reconstruction and a military 
dictator, If Mr. Hoffman had been electey 
Governor it undoubtedly would. I should | 
to say more on this point if it is in order, 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. O'NEILL. The gentleman took good 
eare, in his long, rambling speech, not to come 


+I 
‘AL 


| down to his own city. 


Mr. ROBINSON. [should like, by speak. 
ing on that subject, to oblige the gentleman - 
but the Speaker’s decision prevents both of ys 
from further indulgence, and I must decline to 
yield any further. I must say, however, that 
while I shall always obey with pleasure the 
rulings of the Speaker, 1 cannot see how my 
remarks are out of order. All these recon- 
struction bills have been based upon the New 
Orleans, Memphis, and other mobs and riots, 
L cannot see why it is not entirely germane to 
the subject under discussion to show, as New 
York, Philadelphia, and Boston have had 
tore serious riots than Mobile, Memphis, or 
New Orleans, and did not need reconstruction 


| or military governors, that the southern States, 


where life is quite as safe, and religious liberty 


| much better secured, should not have imposed 


upon them a despotism so cruel and antagon- 


| istic to the spirit of our institutions. 


gress, and more particularly New Hampshire, | 
| the constitution of which to-day precludes Cath- | 
| olies and other denominations from holding | 


oflice. If any State of the Union needs recon- 
struction it is not Maryland, the mother of Lib- 
erty in this country, but New Hampshire, the 
only country in this world—as there is but one 
in the next—from which men are excluded on 


|| account of religion. 


made no allusion to him as having had any- | 


thing to do with instigating that riot. 
Mr. KELLEY. 
in the rights of humanity for all men, whether 
lrish or American, whether white or black. 
Mr. ROBINSON. I have referred to that 
simply to show that life and property have been 


I then believed as I do now | 


unsafe in northern cities as well as in southern | 


cities, and that it is as unfair to inflict these 
oppressive laws upon the whole South for the 
Mobile or New Orleans riots, as it would have 
been to have appointed a military governor to 
play the tyrant over the entire people of Penn- 
sylvania because a few people in f 
had engaged in a riot, however featful. 

lake, again, the State of Massachusetts. A 


>*hiladelphia | 


| 
| 
j 


The SPEAKER. When the bill shall be 


open to amendment, if the gentleman then 


| offers his amendment his remarks would be 
| germane. 


| favorite topics which are ruled out of order. | 
I was coming to that riot, in which a brave | 


seminary of learning under the charge of inno- || 


Mr. ROBINSON. I submit to the rulings 
of the Speaker, which are almost always cor- 
rect. 


Mr. O'NEILL. 


I wish to raise a point of 


order. The gentleman from New York having | 


traveled through Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, 





innocent men were killed 

The SPEAKER. That ‘is not a point of 
order. 

Mr. O'NEILL. In which the colored orphan 
asylum was burned to the ground by his own 
Democratic constituents. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman is out of 
order. 

Mr. O'NEILL. Would it not be in order for 
the gentleman to explain all that? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. ROBINSON, The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania [Mr. O’ Neri] has taken one of my 


Irishman and worthy Democrat died in defense 
of our glorious flag in putting down that mob. 
I was going to say something about its origin, 


| but we have had no congressional committee | 
as yet appointed to inform us whether New 





Sir, as to the New Orleans riot, it looked 
very like a preconcerted scheme to influence 
the fall elections against the Democrats of the 
North. There is no doubt that the meeting 
of the defunct convention was an illegal assem- 
blage. Parties had come from Louisiana to 
this city to see if they could obtain congres- 
sional support in their rebellion against the 
government which they themselves under a 
Republican member of this House and under 
President Lincoln had established. It was 
urged in secret caucus of the Republican mem- 
bers of Congress that they had better not ad- 
journ the Thirty-Ninth Congress then in sum- 
mer session, for some important matters might 
come to them from New Orleans. General 
Sheridan had been applied to by the president 
of that convention to see whether, if it assem- 
bled, he would grant military protection. He 
replied that he would disperse the mob and 
the convention together. The president then 
abandoned all idea of calling the convention 
and came North. In his absence and thie ab- 
sence of General Sheridan a minority of that 
convention got together, having somehow made 
a president pro tempore without any authority, 
in the person of a man whom the convention 
had formerly refused to elect as its president, 


'and having held public meetings to fire the 


hearts of the most ignorant classes of society, 
declaring that every man, woman and child in 
the interest of the Lincoln-Banks government 
should be killed, and urging that these ignor- 
ant classes thus stimulated to the killing point 
should come armed in procession to the con- 
vention. That convention, thus heralded, thus 


} || planned in Washington and New Orleans or 
and New Hampshire, ought to be permitted to | 
come back to his own State of New York to | 
explain to this House the draft riots in which | 


in both, with assurances of support from Con- 
gress, came together with processions of these 
inflamed and ignorant classes, with music, 
banners, and arms, and all ‘the pomp and 
circumstance of war.’’ The first shot fired 
was by a negro at a municipal officer. 

Sir, this was the beginning of the riot. Had 
the police of New York been so assailed and 
their arrests so rescued, the streets would have 
run with blood or the guilty parties in the pro- 
cession would have been secured. Unfortu- 
nately Sheridan, who had declared that he 
would disperse the convention, was away. The 
military allowed the illegal mobs in the streets 
and in convention to prevail over the municipal 
authorities, and the howl for vengeance and 
blood swept down truth and reason before it. 

Mr. KELLEY. I am sorry to interrupt the 


| gentleman again, but he is wrongin saying that 
_ the gentleman to whom he refers testified that 


he could get support from Congress. The 


gentleman from New York will find if he exam- 
ines the record that the gentleman referred to 
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stated that he did not find here the support 
he had expected. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Well, the gentleman did 
come here. He got encouragement enough 
to proceed to call that illegal ‘and revolution- 
ary body together. The proceedings of the 
Re Bac abe caucus here showed that parties 
here were cognizant of the movement. The 
getters-up of that convention had been the 
most bitter secessionists, voting to take Louis- 
jana out of 
against our flag and our Union, one of them 
since removed by General Sheridan. The gen- 


tleman who stated that a letter signed by three | 


members of Congress was in existence, was 
not called by the committee, though his at- 
tendance was requested by the minority of the 
committee. The gentleman to whom I refer 
is, | believe, the so-called Governor of Louis- 
jana, now in this city, Mr. Flanders. 

Mr. KELLY. -No sir; it was Judge Howell 
who swore that he did not get the moral sup- 
port of Congress. 

Mr. ROBINSON. At all events the man 
who said he had seen the letter was not called 
by the committee, because, I presume, they 
did not want too much information. That the 
riot was planned to influence the fall elections 
of 1865, I have no doubt, and such will be 
found the fact if ever a full and impartial in- 
vestigation can be had. 

Sir, the South is not represented here to- 
day. Loyal and disloyal are both excluded, 
though it is admitted there are people now 
waiting for admission numerous enough, after 
stooping their necks to the military yoke, to 
comprise ten States in our Union. The chain 


is eating into their flesh, the blood is oozing 


from their pores, while we apparently infu- 
riated into madness by the spirit of revenge, 
are dancing on their prostrate bodies to the 
music of reconstruction. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
the gentleman is referring to Andersonville? 

Mr. ROBINSON. No, sir, lam not. 
who shriek for more blood and suffering may 
unfold the gory record of Andersonville. That 
record is terrific enough and ever to be con- 
demned. But there may be exhibited a worse 
spirit than was manifested at Andersonville. 
‘That has been claimed by the rebéls as a mili- 
tary necessity. But there is a spirit of wrong, 
a spirit of Satan, a spirit entirely inconsistent 
with the spirit of the age and of all religion, 
which without the poor excuse of military 
or other necessity shouts for vengeance and 
yells for blood. The present fall elections 
are approaching: again must the horrors of 
Andersonville be revamped, revarnished, and 
rehearsed: committees at enormous e xpenses 
wrung from a suffering people be published in 
huge volumes and scattered broadcast over the 


I suppose 


land to renew the wearied spirit of carnage and | 
[he poet Moore represents Erin | 


revenge. 
sitting on the banks of the Boyne, her Ander- 
sonville, the very mention of whose name 
always renewed the spirit of hell, which the 
spirit of Christ had almost conquered : 

*** When will this end, ye powers of good ?’ 

She weeping asks forever, 
But only hears from out that flood 
The demon answer, *‘Never!’” 

And never shall we have ree onstruction till 
reconciliation fans its holy spark into a Vivi ify- 
ing flame. Never, while men who should be 
pleading for forgiveness as they hope to be 


forgiven crawl around the tombstones of the | 


bloody past like another ‘‘ Old Mortality,’’ with 
incessant mallet and steeled chisel deepening 
the records of human frailty which the winds 


and rains of Heaven were mercifully providing 


to obliterate. 
“*A canting crew, 
So smooth, so godly, yet so devilish, too, 
Who, armed at once with Bibles and with whips, 
Blood on their hands and Scripture on their lips, 
Tyrants by creed and torturers by text, 
Make this life hell in honor of the next.’ 


Let ‘‘ bygones be bygones”’ 


if you ever mean 
to let us become one people 


again. 





the Union, making speeches | 


|| mean to keep us forever 





Those | 


- Reconstruction- Mr. Robinson. 


|| Carolina; crimes deeper 


apart, say so and be 
honest. .We have fought the South with their 
Johnstons and their Stonewall Jacksons, and 
they, by our superior numbers and resources 
are at our feet. The prodigal son, at whom 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Sre- 
VENS] recently sneered, has returned from 
scenes of dissipation and riotous living. If 
you mean to take him back, do so, and kill the 
fatted calf. If you mean to slay the prodigal 
son and keep the fatted calf kicking up its 
heels around the barn-yard, say so. Do some- 
thing; but do not talk reconstruction while 
you are plotting disunion. If the erring wite 
has returned, take her to your bosom, or if 
you cannot do this, cast her from you forever. 
Do not be reconstructag her into another and 
different person, for that would not be recon- 
ciliation, but bigamy. f[Lanughter.] If you 
mean to live with her, banish from beneath your 
roof, as you would a spirit from hell, every 
croaking miscreant who would shriek into both 
your ears the follies and the crimes which you 
both committed and which led to your separa- 
tion. If you mean to restore to the weeping 
Union its former children, oh give her back 
her darling boy, and not the sickly, fairy child 
with which you would mock a mother’s prayer. 
Sir, these are words of truth and 
I believe the speediest way to recon- 
struction is honest reconciliation and mutual 
forgiveness. I stand not here to justify the 
South. While she was in rebellion she was 
my enemy; in submission she becomes 
my friend. I would not inflict upon her one 
single unnecessary humiliation. Of crimes 
against us she has been guilty, but who can 
cast the first stone of innocence? I tell you 
that there were more crimes against life, per- 
son, and property perpetratedin Massachusetts 
since the rebellion was put down than in South 
and more damnable, 
some even nameless, tor whic h no punishment 
was inflicted, not even expulsion from the legis- 
lative body of which their perpetrators were 
members. I tell you that life and person and 
property have been unsafe, that crimes 
against them have been more numerous in one 
single northern district than in the entire State 
of North Carolina. Life, liberty, and property 
to-day are in more jeopardy in Tennessee 
which you do not propose to reconstruct or 
control, than in any other portion of the world. 
Let me go back and say to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ke_iey] that I never 
|| read the article fromthe Mobile Times to which 
| he referred. I do not know, nor is it my busi- 
ness to ing ire, whether he is a Catholic ora 
Pp resbyterian. I do not profe ss to be the 
chs ampion of any religious denomination. | 
was simply showing that people who burned 
churches dedicated to the service of the liv- 
ing God, and spat in the faces of defenseless 
women, should be slow to charge upon other 


sober- 


ness. 


again 





nore 








|| localities a want of safety to person and prop- 
|| erty. 

Mr. KELLEY. I prosecute d the cases and 
|| I never beard of such an allegation before. If 
|| it were so I think | was in a position to have 
!| heard it. 
| Mr. ROBINSON. If they were not guilty 
|| of spitting in women’s faces they have enough 
to account for instead of hunting up others’ 
crimes. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. 
order. ‘This bill has 
burning of churches 
faces. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. This is a bill supplementary 
to the reconstruction act, and the burning of 
churches or spitting into women’s faces, as the 





I rise t toa point of 
nothing to do with the 
or spitting in women’s 





be confined to the pending subject. 








gentleman from Illinois states, has nothing to 
| do with the subject. 
Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. That 


being the case I rise to move that the speeches 
| hereafter be cenfined to five minutes, and shall 
If you | 
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The SPEAKER. The gentleman from New 
York has the floor and cannot be taken off it 
for that purpose. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I object to any further 
interruptions of the gentleman from New Y ork. 

The SPEAKER. He has the floor and has 
uttered no disorderly words that would take 
him off it. 

Mr. ROBINSON. 
minutes have I left? 

The SPEAKER. Twenty minutes. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Sir, we have not got at the 
entire secret of this legislation. 
strike at the distinguished 
of the .United States through the 
South, on which they can further 
rather than answerhis arguments. They want 
also to show their teeth at the President of 
the United States. Sir, I have been pained, 
sitting here from day to day, 
marks in reference to the President, which, if 
it were parliamentary, | would denounce as 
ribaldry. I have been pained to witness the 
degeneracy in the debates of Congres 
I was here tw enty five years ago in = cap 
of a correspondent. Asa Cl: ay Whig 
to denounce the Democratic party daily for 
lack of dignity and for assumption of power; 
but, oh, how changed since then? Is it not 
degeneracy when members on the floor will 
rise from day to day and in a spirit utterly dis 
graceful to American citizens— 

Mr. PILE. I rise to a question of order. | 
ask if this course of remark is in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must 
that it is not in order for the gentleman 
speak of the conduct of his fellow-members as 
disgraceful. He -may say that it is unjust, but 
to say that it is disgraceful is a personal retlee 
tion, which is not considered parliamentary. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Ofcourse I yield to the 

decision of the Speaker. It seems perhaps a 
little Pickwickian to say that a man’s actions 
are unjust and yet not disgraceful. But, sir, 
I will say, I trust in order, that I have been 
pained to hear abuse of the President of 
United States. | believe that any 
would try to degrade the President of this great 
Republic in the eyes of the world is a greater 
traitor to our institutions than 
starved our prisoners at Andersonville or plot 
t d treason under Jefferson Davis. It would 
be a greater calamity have the President, 
the head of our country, made a hissing and a 
scorn to the rest of the world than the ¢ ontinu- 
ance of all Jefferson Davis’s forces in the field 
tor forty years. I have been partict ularly p ined 
by the conduct of a committee of this House 
which seems to act upon the principle, which 
was formerly followed in Ireland, of hanging 
men for being suspected of being suspicious! 

Sir, there is one in our list of Presidents who 
is, and I trust ever will be, supreme in the 
affections of the American people. Upon his 
pinnacle of glory he now stands, aud there 
him stand forever. I say that, with that one 
exception, and perhaps without exception at 
all, no one of our Presidents could have stood 
the searching investigation which Andrew John- 
son has successfully endured at the hands of 
this ene rge tic committee. That investigatior 
has prove ed that he is the purest man, with pei 
haps this one exception, who ever occupied the 
presidential chair. I doubt whether the house- 
hold of George Washington or cf Thomas Jef- 
ferson, or of any other save that of WI, 


Mr. Speaker how many 


Its authors 
Attorney General 
prostrate 


trample, 


listening to re 


since 
acity 
then | used 


decide 


to 


the 


one who 


} 
tnose who 


} 
iis 


could have stood the ordeal. The committee, 
not seeming contented with examining into 
everything themselves, have an attendant, for 


whom we have no name, and for whose services 
I hope there will be pay, who hunts up in 

formation for them, de ase nding to visit ante 
of perjury and crime and the convicts’ cells, 
raking the bottoms of these dens of iniquity to 
see if anything can be found to be bribed or 
suborned t6 testify against the executive head 
of this nation, that i and the people at whose 
head he stands may be degrade “dj San the eyes of 


noe 
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iropping and keyholing around 


under entrances of the White 


the worid; eaves 


House, and kneeling to it scullions to see 
whether they can find out what the President 
eats or drinks, or what he does before he goes 
o bed. 
Mr. BROQMALL. I must raise the ques- 


mn of order that the gentleman’s remarks are 
not relevant to the question under discussion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair did not like 
io check the gentleman from New York, who 
appears disposed to take a wide range, but he 
does not see what relevancy the examination 
of the scullions of the White House has to 
the military reconstruction bill. Perhaps the 
gentleman may be able to explain its rele 
vancy. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Well, sir, I had under- 
tood that the President and the 
General were the sole cause of this session. 


Attorney 


I cannot understand why all this interruption | 


and these calls to order are now made by a 
re arty who in almost every speech delive red, 

ither in the last or the present Congress, made 
executive action the a text for these uncon- 
stitutional reconstruction bills. If the Presi- 
dent’s failings are urged as an argument for 
the severity of these measures, may not his 
virtues be pleaded against them ? 

But i shall try to continue my remarks in 
order. I thought of moving to lay this whole 
matter on the table. I believe that would be 
in order, notwithstanding the pendency of the 
motion to recommit, 

The SPEAKER, 
order. 

ROBINSON. My opinion is, as I said 
on opening, that this measure is brought in, not 
because the South has done anything to call 
for this new legislation, but to oppose the action 
of the President and his distinguished legal 
adviser; and I am trying to show that there is 
nothing in the executive action to justify it. 
After descending to the most unjustifiable 
means in search of scandal, to be printed 
vast expense and to the disgrace of the nation, 
after two years of searching and swearing, no 
man here can stand up and make one single 
charge against Andrew Johnson, either as citi- 
zen or President; and his persecutors, after 
all their searches, reputable or otherwise, 
stand mute when challenged, as we now chal- 
lenge them, to report a single charge against 
him. 

Nor has his patriotic family escaped, for even 
on this floor we have heard their names dragged 
in to serve base party purposes. Sir, the 
charming hospitality of that Mansion, the spot- 
less purity of the character of its inmates, the 
weeds of woe scarcely removed which told of 


That motion would be in 


a gallant son dying in the military service of | 


his country, and a lovely daughter widowed by 
the same holy service, might have protected 
that household from the prying propensity of 
committees and the things that pander to their 
purposes.. Well might I say, sir, that even 
the household of Washington or Madison or 
Jackson could not have stood the ordeal 
through which our present Chief Magistrate 
has passe od. 

Sir, the character of Andrew Johnson defies 
the viper that bites the file. There is, perhaps, 
no better example of American character than 
his. Born in the humble walks of life; reared 
in lessons of industry, virtue, and religion; 
self-educated, self-supported, and self-reliant ; 
rising by that American rule of gradation from 
a town commissioner and mayor of Greenville 
and trustee of its academy to be member suc- 
cessively of both Houses of the Tennessee Legis- 
lature; a member of this House, in which he 
proved himself during his re — terms of 
reélection an able, upright, and eloquent states- 
man; urging high considerations of national 
policy, inculcating love and harmgny between 
the North and South ; denouncing 
all usurpations of power by the General Gov- 
ernment; defending that sacred doctrine of our 








NDIX TO THE CON 


Reconstruction—Mr. Robinson. 


Constitution, State rights, which now, 
to earth, but will rise again; jealously guard- 
ing the Treasury from plunderers; defending 
the rights of naturalized citizens; mtroducing 
in 1845 and, by determination and indomitable 
tenacity of purpose, carrying and marching with 
it through both Houses of Congress and over 
executive vetoes, the homestead law; then 
Governor of the State of Tennessee ; then Sen- 
ator of the United States, where he stood true 
when almost every southern Senator faltered 
and fell. Then ap ypointed by President Lin- 
coln military Governor of Tennessee, saving, 
by his firmness and bravery, the capital of that 
State by opposing its evacuation. Then nomi- 
nated by the Republican party on a platform 
on which he still stands and which they have 
deserted, hurling curses like all deserters at 
those who remain true; himself and that plat- 
form, since abandoned by its framers, contrib 
uting largely to the success of the ticket which 
without them would not have been successful. 
Then President of the United States; a south- 
ern man true to the North; presiding over a 
northern Congress unforgiving to the South ; 
himself the providential link around which the 
returning emotions of union and harmony will 


yet crystallize and cluster when the enmities of 


the present hour will be forgotten or remem- 
bered only to be deplored. Wise in forethought, 


' . . = . . . 
brave in danger, forgiving in victory, posterity 


willaward to hima high position among Amer- 
ican Presidents, equal to any, if not superior 
to all save one. 

The historian Rollin, in sketching the char- 
acter of Cyrus, thus describes his ‘beau ideal 
of a statesman and patriot: 


** Butan inward stock of goodness, compassion, and 
gentleness toward the unhappy; an air of modera- 
tion and reserve, even in pros ‘perity and victory; an 
insinuating and persuasive behavior: the art of gain- 


| ing people’s hearts and attaching them to him more 


by affection than interest: a constant, unalterable 


| care always to haveright upon hisside, and toimprint 
| such a character of justice and equity upon all his 


conduct as his very enemies are forced to revere; 
and lastly, such a clemency as to distinguish those 
that offend through imprudence rather than malice, 
and to leave room for their repentance by giving 
them opportunity to returnto theirduty. These are 
qualities rarely found in the most celebrated con- 
querors of antiquity, but which shone forth most 
conspicuously in Cyrus.” 


Sir, I tell you and this House that Andrew 
Johnson does not deserve and can despise all 


| these persecutions heaped upon him. The 


people of these UnitedStates, forgetting all his 
trivial faults and remembe ring his great vir- 
tues; the independent tiller of his own soil, 
secured to him as a homestead through the 


| foresight of Andrew Johnson; the naturalized 
citizen, enjoying his rights largely through the 
| opposition ‘of Andrew Johnson to Nativism and 


Know-Nothingism; the northern people, re- 


| membering how he stood as a tower of strength 


en as now | 


against the inroads of secession and disunion, 
and the South remembering that he received 
the most violent abuse which any man ever 
received because he contended that there were 
rights and should be clemency for the fallen : 
these will win for him the gratitude of all true 
citizens of a restored and united country; 
while those who are persecuting him and seek- 
ing to secure and perpe tuate disunion and 
strife through these measures falsely called 
reconstruction bills will be execrated by their 
posterity, who will efface their foref fathers 
names from the tombstones of their burial- 
places, or apply to the Legislatures of their sev- 
eral States to change their names that they may 
get rid of the disgrace of being the descendants 
of their ancestors! I feel no hesitation in be- 
lieving that Jefferson Davis will, with all his 
faults and crimes and follies, stand better 
with posterity than will any one who by vote 
or voice or deed, after the military necessity 
had passed, struck or attempted to strike one 
star from our glorious constellation of equal 
and sovereign States, or dimmed its luster 
within the Federal Union. The genius of 
American liberty around each State beneath 


through | 
the folly of its violent friends, has been crushed | 
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| on the other side cannot help it. 
| have already anticipated and rendered useless 


| ter. | 





[July 19. 


400 Cdwa. ... 18T Sess. 


her banner draws the magic circle of 
publican church, and on the head of hj 
dares to invade with hostile foot the saner:, 
of that circle she will launch the awful ey. 
of her eternal hatred; and in the fire of 
hatred and the withering power of thai ’ rse 
his memory will shrivel into nothingness 
live only in the stench of its quence hing. 
But, sir, there is another suggestion I wish 
to make, inasmuch as I believe that all this 
legislation is instigated simply through a de. 
sire to influence the next presidentis il : ‘lection. 
This truth is so patent that it is difficult to look 
serious when denying it. I urge, then, against 
further legislation of this kind that the next 
President 1s already chosen, and the gentlemen 


= re- 
n wh 


t 
| 


TI he pe op le 


all caucuses and conventions and their cop. 
comitant corruption and log-rolling. 


. The other 
side, though they are 


afraid to trust him, and 


| are plotting to weaken him, cannot prevent his 


election. ‘They dare not put up any of the ree- 
ognized advocates of their principles. [ Laugh- 
T hey will be compelled to vote for him, 
and when elected they will try to use him for 
their own purposes. Need | say that in that 
they will fail, and failing in it, they will de- 
nounce him as they denounce Andrew John- 
son, and as they had already begun to denounce 
President Lincoln. Had President Lincoln 
lived, the more conservative, the better half of 








the Republican party, who now seem afraid to 
break away from their bell-wethers, would have 
been with us in sustaining his policy of restor- 
ation, and the more radical portion of the 
party would have been howling to-day for his 
impeachment, as I venture to predict, and am 
willing to risk all the character of prescience 
in politics I might wish to get credit for that 
before our next President gets through with 
them—the first session of next Congress—they 

will be clamoring for hisimpeachment. I need 
not say that our next Pr esldeut, if he lives, will 
be Ulysses S. Grant. 

“There’s a divinity that shapes our ends,”’ 
and that divinity has shown His Almighty 
hand throughout our history. Whether it was 
Washington or Lincoln or Johnson, just as we 
wanted ‘him, the man fitted for the times ap- 
peared. And now, after having led our armies 
with a power and energy never witnessed in 
any war before, and when there is danger of 
any mere politician playing the demagogue 
and pandering to the excited passions of*the 
multitude, the man for the crisis, in whom all 
classes have confidence, who is above the arts 
of the demagogue, and has power with the peo- 
ple to dispense with the wire-pullers and act 
for the public good, steps into the place which 
needs him. 

And now, sir, for the few minutes which 
remain to me let me say that the policy which 
I would adopt has been well and wisely stated 
by my illustrious constituent, Henry Ward 
Beecher. Mr. Beecher was at Peekskill, on his 
Mount Sinai, and there the Almighty revealed 
from Heaven to him the true doctrine of recon- 
struction, which he wrote in his Cleveland let- 
ter, and which should be engraved on tablets 
of stone. ' 

Mr. WILSON, of Iowa. I rise to a point of 
order. I insist that the rule should be enforced, 
and that the gentleman should keep to the ques- 
tion. His remarks are certainly not relevant to 
the subject before the House. 

Mr. ROBINSON. Does the gentleman from 
Iowa say that a message from Heaven is not 
in order in this House? [ Laughter. ] 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman raises the 
question of order that the inscription of Mr. 
Beecher’s letter upon tablets of stone is not in 


order. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I shall then adopt his 
sentiments as my own, and hope they may then 
be in order. [Laughter.] Here are his words: 

“Our theor of government has | no place for aState 
except inthe Union.” “The Army 
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ome indispensable to loreal gov ernment and 
rsedes it. The Government at Mi ashingtan is 
siled to interfere in one and another = ffi vulty 
. 7 “OurGovernment, wisely adapted 


wn proper functions, is utterly de vabael those 


ts and unequipped with the instruments which 
itralized governme! t to ex » authority in 

t » States over loc al affairs. . ' * * 
ihe Federal Government | is wr to exercise minor 

} e and local government, and will inevitably 
ee henita ttempts it. To ke ‘pa half ore of 


r Federal authority but without national 


. ea un 


sand nnn bilities; tooblige the central author- 
ity togovern half the territory of the Union by Fed 
eral civil offices and by the Army is a pol not only 


uncongenial to our ideas and principles, but preémi- 
nently dangerous to the spirit of our Government.” 
e s6 s . * Itis,in fact, a course of instruction 
preparing our Government to be, despotic and familiar- 
izing the people to a stretch of authority which c an 
never be other than dangerous to libe rty.”’ . 
* . “IT hear with wonder and sh: 
the fear of a few that the South once morein adjust- 
ment with the Feder: al Governme nt will rule this 
nation. ° ° * Unless we turn the 
Government into a vast military machine there cannot 
be armies enough to protect the freedmen 
southern society remains insurrectionary. If south- 
ern society is calmed, settled, and occupied and 
soothed with new hopes and prosperous industries, 
no armies will be needed; riots will subside.” 
* * * * **Whether we regard the 
nation or any section of it or class in 
de mi: ind of our time 8 is entire reunion.” 
‘For the sake of the freedmen, for the sake of 
the South and its millions of our fellow- 
Jor our own sake, and tor the great cause of freedom 
id civilization, [ urge the immediate reunion of all 
the parts which rebellion and war = ive shattered.”’ 


With this message Mr. Beecher came down 
to his people, as Moses descended, with words 


of wisdom from Heaven. But in his absence 


the Aarons of his congregation had set up a | 
new god, a blatant calf. He found his pulpit | 
in posse sssion of Governor Brownlow and a 


who were * 
after the President. 
of his people he heard Brownlow, with the 
spirit of hell condensed into one sentence, 
and embracing the extreme radical creed of 
reconstruction, shouting: ‘‘ First kill, then 
burn, then survey;’’ shoot and otherwise kill 
the men, cut the throats of the women, and 
dash out the brains of the infants sleeping in 
their cradles ; and then, for fear men, women, 
or children might linger through the massacre 
or recover from the carnage, burn the houses 
over their heads that their gore and gashes 
might be licked with the tongue of flame or 
consumed with its breath; and then confiscate. 
Such were the terrible blasphemies which 
greeted his message from Heaven. I forgive 
him for dashing the tablets of stone to pieces. 
God never condescended to give him another 
copy! 

Sir, did time permit, I should ask attention 
to words of wisdom from others who in the 
past and present have pleaded for mutual good 
will, forgiveness, ‘thd reconciliation: from 
George Washington, from Abraham Lincoln, 
Andrew Johnson, Horace Greeley, and others, 
who, ‘‘ with malice towards none, 
for all,’’ would bind up the nation’s wounds ; 
and contrast them with those who in the Rad- 
ical column, with Brownlow at their head, 
‘all hell following in the rear,’’ are shouting 
** kill, burn, and survey, impeach, and confis- 
cate, and when the South asks for restoration 
give them the penitentiary of hell.’’ 

Sir, we have been playing political thimblerig 
with the South, and who can tell under which 
thimbde the little joker which will secure resto- 
ration is to be found. The lower the South has 
bent the knee the more intolerable have become 
the terms of pardon; even kindly words from 
any friend of the South were answered with 
greater indignity, till finally conditions are ex- 
acted which none but bullies would demand or 


} ’ Drow 
godless crew, 


circle’’ 


cravens yield, for ‘‘ the knee that is forced had || 


been better unbent.’’ But there is hope ahead. 
In after years, from a common bond of love, 


beneath a common flag, from a common broth- | 


erhood born of oar north ern children, mingling 
in holy family ties with the children of the 
South, men will look back bed wonder that 
there was wickedness enough in the world to 
inflict such injuries upon one another ; but will 
bless the peacemakers among their ancestors 


swinging round the | 
Amid the cheers | 


ime and scorn | 


while | 


whole | 


: the Grass | and eyes to wee pi 


countrymen, | 





with charity | 


and | 
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‘ Bare fanne 1 
ntion. Nay, I shall live to see 
that day; and shall not be ashame d to look my 
children in the fac re was one 
who fought the rebels throughs rebellion, 
but when the war was over pleaded for forgive- 
belt ern honor, and voted as 


ieved in south 
he believed; who never attempted ‘‘the future’s 


and the miscr 


the flame of cont 


curse eants 


sO long 


antl to say th at the 


ut the 


ness, 


portal with the past’s blood-rusted key ;’’ who 
would rather grasp the bloody hand of an open 


foe than touch the slimy finger the coward 
that skulked from danger; who never kicked 
the undermost dog nor struck a fallen foe. 
“When the fi 
then— 
By the fist of my fa 


ve has knocked under, to tread on him 


ther, I blush for thee, Ben!” 


Let me say a closing word for my fellow-cit- 
izens of the South. I cannot forget that they, 
too, have sorrows that might well arouse re- 
venge. ‘There are vacant chairs around many 
ern hearth. There are madden- 
ing memories which matched against our own 
and shrieked into each others ears would keep 
us for ever apart. 

f for hus- 
fathers 


rr loved ones lost, 
bands buried on distant battle-fields, 
slaughtered 
taken away by early death, all buried in name- 
less and unknown graves. They fought gal- 
lantly, but they are down, and cursed be the 
hand that smites the fallen. 1 long to see 
them back in the Union, that they and we, 
forgiving and forgetting the past, and girding 
up our loins for the magnificent future, 
enter upon the career of greatness and glory 
which stretches away before us. 

I have sought to elevate my own mind above 
the vengeance of a divided present, and have 
looked to the brightening flag of a united 
future as the inheritance of eI ory for a com- 
mon posterity. In days gone by I learned my 
ereed from Henry Clay and Daniel W ebster, 
John M. Clayton and John J. Crittenden. [| 
stand by the record and refuse the teaching of 
Brownlow and Phillips. 

I see in the future an ocean-bound Republic 
in the immediate future a hundred millions of her 
united people. Where but a few stars flickered 
in her sky [ 
flutter of her flag is reflected on every sea, the 
plash of her propeller vexes every ocean ; and 
to that future I summon back our brethren of 
the South, for without them success would be 
a failure, and our glory would be but shame. 


see 


**Oh would thou wert near me, my southern brother, 
I love thee as dear as the son of my mother; 
I am lonely and sad since the day that we parted, 
My lips have the tone of a maid broken- hearted ; 
But come, from the future fresh flowers we'll g: uthe r, 
And sing the sweet songs of our Union forever.” 


Reconstruction. 


HON. JOHN A. LOGAN, 


OF ILLINOIS, 


SPEECH OF 


In tHe Hovse or REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 12, 1867, 
On the supplementary reconstruction bill, and in re- 


ply to Mr. Rosrnson, of New York. 

Mr. LOGAN said: 

Mr. Speaker: It was not my intention to 
have taken any part in this debate, but I can- 
not get my own consent to sit and listen quietly 
any longer to such extraordinary speeches as 
have again and again been pronounced on this 
floor within the last few days. If the wisdom 


of the policy of excluding from a representa- 


They have hearts to feel | 
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at least this House had already destroyed 
everything like fundamental law im the land, 
and trampled ruthlessly in the dust the liber- 
ties of the people. 
Mr. ELDRIDGE. 
and what | meant. 
Mr. LOGAN. Iso understood the 
man, and the thought occurred to me 
sir, that it was strange indeed, passing 
that the gentleman did not discov: 
during those«four fearful years of blood and 
carnage through which the true friends of ha- 
manity, liberty, the Constitution and the Union 
had to pass to deliver them from impending 


That is what I thoucht 


gentle 


nt the 


me , 
Mit», & 
7 
‘ 


range, 


| destruction who it was assailing them then. 


in the mountain passes, and sons | 


may || 


constellations blazing; the || 


| announce 


| in the glitter of bayonets or the 


Mr. 
yield? 

Mr. LOGAN. I decline. Why did not 
occur to the gentleman, when mighty armies of 
brave men, commanded by skillful generals, 
were hovering in @ menacing attitude around 
this devoted city, spurning our country’s fla; 
mocking our patriotic professions, insu] 
loyal citizens, ignoring private rights, and | per- 
petrating public outrages, that the Constitution, 
the Union, and liberty were in danger then? 
Why does the gentleman wait until the war is 
over, the Constitution is no longer in peril, 
and those who stood fast and firm near it and 
by it, when its banner was streaming on the 
breeze of battle, are attempting to devise the 
most practicable and politie means to restore at 
the earliest moment to this whole land ps rma- 
nent and healthful tranquility and prosperity 
Why he wait for such a moment to 
the startling discovery that our Con- 
stitution is threatened and liberty is in peril ? 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. Doesthe gentleman de- 
sire me to answer his question? , 

Mr. LOGAN. No, sir; 
encouraged invites another ge, 
l repeat, that the same gentlemen who are so 
easily alarmed now about the perils that com- 
pass about the Constitution of the country and 
the liberties of the people while peace is be- 
nignly smiling upon us, saw no terror or threat 
frown of bat- 
teries when our beloved land was swarming 
with millions of open enemies and the earth was 


ELDRIDGE. Will the gentleman 


it 


ing 


does 


one interruption 


Is it not strang 


| trembling under the martial tread of serried 


tion in this Hall the South had ever cost me a | 


doubt it could never cost me another. 
More earnest advocates of their oe al theo- 
ries and more eloquent apolo for their 
darkest crimes traitors have not in the South 
or elsewhere than yr have here. A resolu- 
tion blotting out the Constitutions of the United 
and the respective States is recom- 
mended by one gentleman, who evidently 


means thereby to intimate that in his opinion 


again 


or! 
gists 


1} 
1} 


hosts and the loud roar of an 
Then when there was war, was no peace, they 
could raise the cry of *‘ peace, peace ;’’ and 
when peace at last has come the “y aver it has not 
come, but that we are still in the midst of 
bloody war, a war upon the Constitution we 
fought to save, a war upon the liberties we 
bled to preserve. ‘‘Treat your southern breth- 
ren kindly, win them by affection,” is the c ry 
ofthe Democracy. ‘‘Rather,’’ saidone of them, 
‘that Jeff. Davis and his coadjutors had suc- 
ceeded than that the President of the United 
States should be impeached.’’ Such language 
is worthy only of a representative of South 
Carolina or some other rebel whose hands are 
red with loyal blood. No wonder that in a 
party boasting of such types of patriotism 
there should be many, very many, enthusiastic 
followers, who saw nothing reprehensible inthe 
conduct of the open, avowed, defiant, and bel- 
ligerent enemies of the Republic, but who do 
find much to deplore and denounce in the 
adhesion now to principle of those who stood 
like a wall of adamant around our flag when 
the mad waves of secession threatened to 
deluge with blood the eternal rock upon which 
our fathers and their fathers had planted it. 
Our dead I suppose are to sleep in forgotten 
graves, while the rebel slain must be apotheo- 
sized, and we who fought with and survive the 
brave boys in blue— 
“Who fighting fell, and falling fought,’ 


are to be stigmatized with opprobrious e pithets, 
while the traitors who thirsted for our blood 


gry artillery ? 


are to be meekly and sweetly called “our 
brethren.”’ 

Mr. MUNGEN. I rise to a question of 
| order. My point of order is, that the gentle- 


aed 
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man is not discussing the bill before the 
Hlouse, as the rules require him to do. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not seen 
that the gentleman from Illinois has wandered 
at all from the legitimate limits of debate. 
lle is debating the question of reconstruction. 
l{, however, the gentleman can point to any 
specific remarks which have been in violation 
of the rule the Chair will pass upon them, 

Mr. MUNGEN. The gentleman has not 
alluded at all to the question of reconstruc- 
tion, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to 
the gentleman from Ohio that this question 


of reconstruction grows out of the war in which | 


the country has recently been engaged, and 
the gentleman from Illinois, in the commence- 
ment of bis speech, is laying a foundation for 
the discussion of the question by a reference 
to the commencement of the war and the cir- 
cumstances surrounding it. 

Mr. LOGAN, What I am anxious to learn, 
Mr. Speaker, is, upon what foundation rests 
ihis flippant and gratuitous charge repeatedly 
made against the Republican party on this floor 
to the effect that we are trampling liberty 
under foot and destroying the rights and privi- 
leges of a portion of the American people? 
Wherein have we violated the Constitution ? 
Was it in crushing the rebellion? Ihave no 
doubt every copperhead in the North would 
say yes. We did carry the emblem of our na- 
tional glory and greatness from the rivers and 
the lakes of the West to the bays and the gulfs 
of the Scuth, where it waves to-day, and will 
wave forever; but in doing so we innocently 
thought, hoped, and believed then, and still 
honestly think, hope, and believe that we were 
erecting arcund the Constitution impregnable 
bulwarks, and laying for liberty a deeper and a 
broader foundation in the gratitude, confidence, 
and affections of our people. We never dreamt 
that for every rebel we killed in the South we 
were to make an eternal enemy in the North; 
and we do think it amounts to a riddle beyond 
the comprehension of mortal wits how it is that 
very many of the brave men who fought us, 
and whom we had to literally overwhelm be- 
fore we could conquer, yet now that they are 
conquered are much more ready to ask for- 
giveness and forget the past and be friends, as 
we all ought to be again, than are their allies, 
who, however deep their sympathies with them 
may have been while the war was raging, took 
special pains to let the danger pass before they 
gave it an airing. God forbid that the day shall 
ever dawn upon this Republic when the patriots 
whose patriotism won them crutches and 
wooden limbs shall have apologies and expla- 
nations to make for their public conduct, to 
patriots who boast of and abuse the privilege 
of eulogizing as their brethren the men whose 
sabers drank loyal blood and whose bullets shot 
away loyal limbs. The truth is, the great wrong 
that discomfited Democracy feels deepest is 
that the people at home neither feel nor think 
that there ought to be northern rebels enough 
in this House to let the southern rebels in. 

The next greatest wrong that they have to 
complain of is, that the men who had the 
pluck to stand by those who in the field had 
to fight our country’s battles presumptuously 
aspire to make our laws. I think thus far 
they have vindicated their claims to the world’s 
respect alike in the field and in the Halls of 
legislation. What is the basis upon which they 
fought? any that rebellion was a crime. 
They triumphed. Now upon what basis have 
they legislated? Simply that rebellion was a 
crime, and they will triumph again. The peo- 
ple will never require us to fight on one prin- 


ciple and legislate on another; to shed our | 


blood on the tield and then come here to make 
apologies for it to men who wanted us whipped. 
! bold now, and always expect to hold, that no 
man has a right to cross the threshold of this 
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| claim the protection of the flag that floats over 


this Capitol. The Government that is organized 
so loosely and administered so feebly that trai- 
tors of yesterday can be among the rulers of 


| to-morrow can neither long survive nor long 


| deserve to survive. 


And this Government can 


| have no enemies in the South half as mich to 


be dreaded as that whining northern friend 
who would clothe with power in this Govern- 
ment to-morrow the man whose blade was 
drawn to stab the Constitution and the Union 
but yesterday. Whenthe South can be loyally 
represented on this floor upon the basis pro- 


| posed by Congress the problem of reconstruc- 





tion will cease to vex the discussions of this 


Halt. 


| to a national calamity. 
| Andrew Johnson? 


The prime, sole, and supreme object of the | 


Republican party is to reéstablish this Gov- 
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of the southern country, who are in full sym. 
pathy with them, from voting and holding office 
Who are they? Outspoken rebels, who rose . 
arms against the Government; the men who 
conspired to destroy this glorious Republic 
Because these men are disfranchised and pre- 
vented from exercising the rights of American 
citizens gentlemen on the other side object to 
our proposed plan of reconstruction. Sir, they 
would have the southern States reconstructed 
according to the plan of Andrew Johnson, the 
gentleman who is so immaculate that if wo 
should attempt to impeach him it will, accord. 
ing to the gentleman from Brooklyn, amount 
What was the plan of 
Why, sir, that plan pro- 
posed to declare that those States that had 


_ engaged in rebellion had never lost any of their 


ernment upon a sure foundation of loyalty, | 


against which the frothy waves of treason may 
fret forever in vain. We have survived one 
rebellion, and the sage suggestions of past 
experience warns us that it will be wiser to 
prevent another rebellion than to too confi- 
dently expect to survive it. Rebellion, seces- 


sion, and treason are like all other crimes and | 
iniquities, and will crop out in every direc- | 
tion upon the smallest perceivable pretext. | 


Put forward, then, the loyal aud true, and hold 
at a respectful and indifferent distance the dis- 
loyal and untrue until we can see some volun- 
tary evidence that they have finally awoke to 
the consciousness that they are criminals and 


ought to be grateful that they have not been | 


ignominiously branded by the judgment of a 
competent tribunal as such. ‘The whole 
secret, however, of the wailing and gnashing 


of teeth that we hear among the Democracy | 


is not because we have insisted that rebels shall 
be held under restraint and loyal men pro- 


moted, that our flag shall be respected at home | 
as well as abroad, but it is wart the reason a | 
Irishman who | 


rebel Irishman gave to a loya 
captured him on the field. Said the Hibernian 
in blue to his rebel countryman, ‘‘ Why, Jim- 
my, my boy, what are you doing on that side?”’ 
‘* That side, indade,’’ answered Jimmy, ‘‘ and 
is this not the Dimmereratick side?’’ [Laugh- 
ter.] The Irishman thought that the rebel 


| side must necessarily be the Democratic side, 





House and claim a seat on this floor who did || 
not dare during the war to opeuly stand by and |! 


| and J guessthat my friend, the gentleman from 


Brooklyn, has a similar idea in his head yet. 
[ Laughter. ] 


Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Speaker, I do not 


| attempt to answer the question which the gen- 


tleman has addressed to me, because I believe 
he does not wish an answer. If he does I 
should be glad ta give it. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Illinois [Mr. Loan] yield to the gentleman 
from New York [Mr. Roxsryson] for a reply? 

Mr. LOGAN. I do not think that I have 
said anything that he can answer. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. ROBINSON. If the gentleman wishes 
me to answer I am ready to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman declines, 
as the Chair understands, to be interrupted. 

Mr. LOGAN. Now, Mr. Speaker, let us 
examine a little further into this question. I 


| perhaps may not have stated all the reasons 


that actuated these gentlemen in denouncing 
this side of the House, and thereby denouncing 
every loyal man in the country, every man who 
has shown his loyalty by his efforts to restore 
this Government on a proper basis. The 
recent rebellion while it was in progress was 


led by men who belonged to the same party | 
to which the gentleman from Brooklyn now | 


belongs, and the same party to which I belonged 
until [ became so thoroughly ashamed of it that 
I left it, and is it not a little remarkable that 
the same disloyal stench which drove me out 
seems to have attracted my friend from Brook- 
lyn into it? [Laughter.] 

The reason why these gentlemen desire to- 
day to bring into disrepute the action of mem- 
bers of this House is because their action is 


caleulated to prevent a portion of the people » 


| nor their citizens had forfeited any of their 











rights in the Government; that neither they 
privileges under the Constitution of the United 
States. In other words, that treason was not 
acrime; that rebels were patriots. It proposed 
to invite the rebels to hold elections and send 
to this Hall per se secessionists and traitors, 
In short, to construct a new party in recon- 
structing the Government in which the seces- 
sion rebels of the South might unite with the 
copperhead tebels of the North, capture the 
citadel of power here, make treason honorable 
and loyalty odious. There is nothing that to 
regain its lost power the Democratic party 
would not willingly do. If it could acquire 
to-morrow more power by crushing under its 
iron heel the South than it could by succoring 
it it would hurl at its southern brethren thick 
and fast— 

“Curses of hate and hisses of scorn.’ 


Their history well establishes the fact that— 


‘*Their friendship is a lurking snare, 
Their honor but an idle breath, 
Their smile the smile that traitors wear, 
Their love is hate, their life is death.” 

Their sympathy with Andrew Johnson's plan 
of reconstruction and their hostility to the 
Republican plan of reconstruction is not attrib- 
utable to the merits or demerits of either plan 
as a policy for the country, but solely asa party 
policy. 

Now, sir, I maintain that the only true plan 
upon which these southern States ought to 
have been reconstructed is by virtue of an 
organization of military governments, and the 
principle objection to which I find the bill 
now pending before this House obnoxious, 
albeit I shall vote for it, is, that it fails to state 
sufficiently explicit that the governments of 
these States were entirely overthrown and de- 
stroyed by the treason and rebellion of the 
people, and that no legal civil governments 
have existed there since. I would recognize 
no Governors or other officers pretending to 
act there now in an official capacity, but would 
remove them instanter. I would insist that 
when the fiery billows of war rolled over the 
Souththat they bore away into the broad ocean 
of chaos their laws and constitutions as the 
floods of their own mighty father of waters 
sweep the drift-wood they gather intothe Mex- 
ican Gulf, and that according to the laws of 
war they were subject only to military rule at 
the hands of their conquerors, and so ought to 
remain until traitors shall learn how to blush 


| for their crimes, and modestly decline office 
| instead of attempting, as they now do daily, to 


thrust themselves forward to grasp the reins of 
a Government that they hate in their hearts. 
I would put the rebels on probation, and make 
their return to power depend upon the merits 
of their penitence. 

But let us return to the gentleman’s grave 


| charges of outrage and wrong supposed to have 
| been committed by this Congress. To be char- 


itable, we will have to give the gentleman and 


'| his party credit fora memory as full of treachery 


as their southern brethren were of treason. 
They seem to have forgotten everything they 
ought to remember, and remember some things 
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they ce rtainly ought not onl y to forget them- 
selves, but want everybody e lse to forget. The y 
em to have forgotte n the scenes and events that 
mark the historical epoch through which we 
have so rece ntly pe assed, and they seem to have 
totally forgotten that these pet southern breth- 
ren of theirs, wh@ they did occupy seats on 
this floor gave us practical illustrations of dig- 
nity in de bate that made of this Hall a “ bear 
garden,’ and much more attractive to love rs of 
gladiatorial sports and patrons of the ‘‘ fancy’’ 
than they could have been to the wise, pra- 
dent, sedate, and good citizen. When bowie- 
knives bristled from their b 
filled all their pockets, and clubs were substi- 
tuted among them for canes; when they spoke 
to a northern legislator in these Halls witha 
scowl on their brows, threats on their lips, 
and fingers on triggers. It is true, we have 
blotted out for them eternally and forever the 
charming institution under the peculiar influ- 
ences of which they imbibed these dogmatical 
and insolent airs; but if, when it was in full 
blast, they could not remember that the style 
of manners that might do to drive a gang of 
siaves would not answer to persuade a con- 
gressional peer, it is not at all probable that 


revolvers 


epacta 
reasts, 


time enough has yet elapsed for the fact to | 


appear in their manners that they fully and 


properly realize the fact in all of its moral and | 


political sublimity, that they are not some- 
body’s master yet, and may again subject us 
to their old style of argument, so peculiarly 
southern. They seem to have forgotten the 
price the peace we enjoy to-day has cost this 
nation, and the crimson currency in which it 
was paid; the broken hearts with which it 
filled bruised and troubled bosoms at home ; 
the mangled bodies with which it filled hos- 
seed everywhere, and the lifeless forms of 
manly beauty with which it filled hundreds of 
thous + at of nameless graves on the far-off 
battle-plains of the South. 
forgotten the 


They seem to have | 
bitter scalding tears that rolled | 


like floods of lava down the fair faces of the | 


land 


loyal mothers, wives, and sisters of this 
when the names 


ineffably dear to them were | 


found announced ia the long lists of the killed | 


that were published as a sequel to the first flash 
of the lightning that reporteda battle had been 
fought; and I dare say they have forgotten that 
there ever was such a prison as Andersonville, 
and the long, long catalogue of horrors that 
brave men had to suffer there for being true to 
themselves, their Constitution, their flag, their 
homes, families, and country. Well for such 
gentlemen would it be if they could occasionally 
meet, as they wander daily over this broad coun- 
try, afew of the many wan specters of suffering 
and woe who were captured by the saintly 
southern brethren of northern Democrats on 
fields of strife, thrust into prisons unfit for 
dogs, and starved till a ‘hale constitution was a 
wreck, and then left to suffer the worst penal- 
ties of privation incident to weather and ¢ 

mate. [could give my friend from Broak!; yn 
iilustrations of individual suffe ring at Ander- 


sonville that would make the hair stand on his | 


head, the blood freeze in his veins, and curses 
spring involuntarily to his lips. 1 remember 
one poor boy from my anes iate 
especially. Tis name is Doughert He went 
into Andersonville prison withoat a scar on 
his young body or a cloud on his fair brow, but 
under the humanitarianism of southern chiv- 
alry he came out without a foot to walk on. 
They were literally frozen off in prison. 
There are thousands of such instances that 
might be paraded if I had the time or inclina- 
tion to do it to justify the stern, uncompromis- 
ing disinelination I feel to call by the gentle 
term of brother these rebels of the South. 
When I find in their conduct conclusiv 
of contrition, and find them openly 
becoming the instruments and tools of north- 
ern Democrats, who, while the war was raging 
accepted the protection of the stars and stripes, 
and now have the graceless effrontery to brag 


re proof 


opposed to 


vicinity | 
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} a . : 
| that they were false to it, I may, and prob- 


tive here to his constituency, 


|| devotion to their fame while | live. 





| 


ably will, then be glad to welcome them Deak 
ito the Union. But when I do that I wish to 
e able to go home and face the widows, and 
orphans that swarm the broad prairies of the 
West, whose weeds of mK yurning r meet us there 
on the highways ard the by-ways, and answer 
any re asonable questi on they m: ay have to ask. 
[ recognize the responsibility of a Representa- 
and | fee ‘| that a 
woman or a child that cannot vote may have 
as sacred a right to ask me a question as a man 
that can, and | am simply anxious to prepare 
myself to meet all such comers. In the silent 
vigils of the noiseless night many a time and 
oft have I fat icie a could hear, coming on the 
soft-whisperi +e zes of the South, from the 
lowly stile of ional soldiers sleeping sweetly 
where they fell gallantly, the 
sage: ** Be of good cheer: 


in 
} 
i 


atiectionate mes- 
stand fast and firm 


| at duty’s sacred post. It was standing there 


we lost the crown of life to win a crown of 
glory, and we appeal to you now, from our 
bright home here in Heaven, to save our off- 
spring from the dire necessity of having to 
perish as we perished to save from destruction 
the altars call temples of liberty.’’ And how 
are we to do this—flattering rebels, tolerating 
treason, and petting political profligates? 
not recognize the right of the re bel States to 
insist that no issue not made with them during 
the war can be legitimately considered now. 
If they had established a nationality and had 
been recognized and treated with by the nations 
of the earth, then such a prop Osition might} per 
possibility have had some claims to conside ra: 
tion, but otherwise cert: ainly none. 
Che position I wish t6 assume so distinctly 

that it will and cannot be misunderstood is 
simply this: that treason is a crime, that trai- 
tors are criminals, that the law is supreme, that 
when it is violated expiation must follow; and 
1 hold that mercy to the wicked is cruelty to 
er Here is presented an issue, | admit, 
with the President. He does not proceed upon 
the sespesit ion that treason is a crime, that 
rebels are criminals, and that legal penalties 
are enforcible. He is so eagerly anxious to 
forgive that he seems to forget that no forgive- 
ness has ever been proposed yet save as a 
sequel to penitence. Having failed uttezly to 
establish anything resembling a nationality, 
the southern States can properly claim the 
protection of no laws international upon that 
subject. My consent can never be commanded 
to ignore the claims that I feel the gallant dead 
who fell fighting under our flag have upon my 
L et the 
tribute to the soldier's memory be eter- 
nally illustrated in the practical gratitude of 
the American people when he said: 


poet's 


**On fame’s eternal camping ground 
Their silent tents are spread, 
While glory guards with sol emin rouD l 

The bivouace of the dead.’ 
And how others feel I cannot tell; but I am 
free to confess that I feel that 
of those who fought and fell under our flag, 
who charged rebel batteries, carried 


itis the memory 


rebel 
heights, vanquished rebel legions, and finally 
crushed the rebellion, that has a claim upon 
our respect, care, and veneration tar above 
office-seekers and political partisans. 

The gentleman from New York 
and his friends are bound to have the next Pres- 
ident, and that we are bound to impeach him. 
We have not yet impeached any President, and 
if in the past we would not it is hardly presum- 
able that in the future we will. 

A MempBer. You would if you could. 

Mr. LOGAN. I shall not say what | would 
do, but until the wishes of the people com- 
mand here a p roper respect I do not think the 
gentleman need to feel a very serious alarm 
about what we will do. 

The gentleman has nominated General Grant 
for the presidency, and if General Grant has 
any enemies I dare say the gentleman’s nomin- 


says that he 


I do || 


| doubt more 


| all things small ; 
and talents that rank greatest. The name of 


AL GLOBE. 15 


Ho. or Reps. 


; ation must have made them profoundly happy 


(reneral Grant rarely has anything to say, and 
when he does speak it is generally directly to 
the point, and from that fact the inference i 
fair that he will be found more than equal to 
any occasion that may call on him to takecare 
of the true interests of his fame and fortunes 
whenever and wherever they may be directly 
or indirectly threatened. But were | General 


| Grant and really aspiring to the presidency | 


would give the gentleman notice that if he 
wanted an oflice from me his claims to consid- 
eration would not depend upon how bgp but 
how little, he had to say in my behalf. [ Laugh- 
ter.] Presidents rarely owe their 
their enemies. General Grant may learn a 
wholesome lesson from the South about the 
consequences of falling into bad 
hunting for friends. 

General Grant is certainly a great and good 
nan. He deserves and enjoys the affection 
and confidence of this nation. His personal! 
popularity isuniversal. His military fame has 


spread— 


success to 


company 


“From earth's remotest bound to ocean's loneliest 
shore. 

It rests upon the adamantine _ pedestal of 
success and rises above mortal criticism, an a 
if it can survive the admiration and friendshiy 
of aoe iamaal sympathizers with the pre ” us 
southern brethren, at whose ignominious ex- 
pense be won his laurels, then, indeed, may 
his true and real friends rejoice in the conclu 
sion that it is beyond a lingering shadow of 
than indestructible. Paradoxes 
do not amount to phenomenas, but nevertheless 
they rarely pass away unnoticed, and the par 
adoxical proposition of finding in the self-same 
member of this House the friend alike of Gen 
eral Grrant and Jeff. Davis cannot do so. It 
is at least worth a passing comment. There 
is not one single passing shadow of resemblance 
between the histories, achievements,_ prit 
ples, sentiments, or purposes of the arch-trai 
tor and the loyal caaaal, The one is small, in 
the other is great in virtues 


the one will go down to posterity a byword of 
scorn and reproach, while the name of the 
will live to be given at the bapti smal 
font to thousands of infant patriots yet to be 
born; and to me it is a riddle utterly ine ym- 
prehensible that one and the same man can be 
at one and the same time alike the friend of 
Jeff. the traitor and Grant the patriot. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. How about Horace 
Greeley? 

Mr. LOGAN. Greeley, indeed! ‘That he 
is Jeff.’s friend you may prove, but where is 
the evidence he is Grant's? 

I trust that the apparent egotism of an allu- 
sion now that is somewhat necessary to myself 
will be pardoned. Iam branded by political 
and sectional partisans with such epithets as 
‘* bloodthirsty,’ ** cee ‘* unrelent- 
ing,’’ &e., &c. How this has been ascert 
inexplicable to me. W ho has sought my for- 
giveness that I have refused to forgive? Tor 
giveness is taught in the Lord’s prayer, but we 
are not therein instructed to thrust forgiveness 
upon the unrepentant and the defiant. [or 
giveness is not so cheap a virtue that it may be 
prodigally wasted unasked upon the idle and 
indifferent. The forgiveness that antici; 
repentance will multip!y crimes faster th in it 
will reformcriminals. When the rebels of thé 
South begin properly to repent ai id find mora 
courage enough to make before the world a 
manly acknowledgment of it, hn and not until 
then will I take into consideration the oe n 
of their forgiveness at all. I have no premi 
to offer in the shape of forgiveness to the in 
lence of an obstinacy that deigns not to ask 
for that forgiveness. I would open a gulf! 
tween treason and loyalty wide enough to make 
the dwellers on its opposite shores strangers, 
and deep enough to swallow legions in arms. 
I would fil’ it with waves of fire through which 


otner 


ained is 
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The hight of Petition—Mr. Van Trump. 


I trust, Mr. Speaker, that we will pass such 
a bill as may be understood, properly con: 
strued, and energetically snentul, and that 
| when it is that it will leave the southern State : 
| governments in the hands of men loyal and F 
| true and forever prevent disloyal men from 


in their cases could ever reach me; I would 
let him and them swing till they would pass the 
point of plotting treason, and smaller traitors 
might profit by the example of their ignomin- 
ious fate. Until a traitor or two is tried, con- 
vieted, and executed the people of the United 


no unrepentant living thing could swim, and | 
which no soaring philanthropy could fly | 
Sickly sentimentalism is a great | 
Impunity for one crime pro- | 

a vokes the perpetration of many. Men are but | 
grown-up children, and when you spare the 


over 


4 
Tai 
i 


and survive 


der. 


crime- bree 





Hiad I captured Jefferson Davis and his dis- 
posal have been committed to my hands, I 
would have organized an able court-martial 
and have given him a fair trial, just sentence, 
and prompt execution. 

Some people are morbidly sensitive about 
Jeff. Davis. They seem to think that when the 
name of Cassius honors corruption, chastise- 
ment ought therefore to hide its head. They 





| throne, and do they presumptiously propose to 
| educate the popular mind of men born free 


on American soil to catch readily at excuses 
to denounce republicanism and condole with 
mourning nobility over executed emperors? I 
deplore, Mr. Speaker, such exhibitions of party 
violence as have been again and again recently 
exhibited on this floor. It serves to remind 
me mournfully of the debates we had on this 











rod you will spoil the child, whether the child |; States may confidently expect an annual crop | employing power and place to foment treason 
be a young child oranold child. 1 am notone || of armed traitors to spring from the tenderness |! It is not when they come, but how they eome. 
of those who would hesitate to try, convict, con- | with which traitors are treated in this land. that is the all-important query with me. 
demn, and execute a traitor for treason. So mild has been our mercy that Toombs, the || would be glad to welcome them back to-mor- 
yg Mr. NIBLACK. Will the gentleman allow || fugitive of yesterday, is back again the swag- || row if I were satisfied they were reorganized 
me to ask him a question? | gerer of to-day. Emboldened by impunity he || right, but it is my intention to vote as long as 
Mr. LOGAN. Yes, if it is not a very long || grows defiant, and seems determined to test the || I have a vote here to keep them out until they 
one. _ , | measure of his importance in a last desperate |! can come in on the broad basis of loyalty to 
Mr. NIBLACK. I would ask the gentleman || effort to draw toward him the attention of the || the Government. And when they can do that 
, whether in {he summer of 1861, after the war || Government and down upon his crimes the || I am willing to receive their representatives to 
broke out, he did not vote as a member of this || vengeance of the law. | the Halls of our national Legislature, and wil! 
House against the expulsion of General John || But what has he to fear in a Government || assist to protect them against anything anywise 
B. Clarke, of Missouri, who had joined the || where rebels are pardoned before they are || prejudicial to any of their legal rights or inter. 
rebellion ? | tried and where no traitor has ever graced the || ests as States. I have seen quite enough of 
Mr. LOGAN. The Journals of this House || gallows? John Brown was tried, convicted, and | carnage and private and national distress, and 
show all my votes,and the gentleman might || executed; but that was for treason, not against || long to see the day come again when we shal] 
have found all the information I can give him || our national Government, but the State of || be as peaceful, prosperous, and happy as we 
there. Iam not in the habit of voting in this || Virginia. When a northern man trespasses |} were before that crawling serpent secession 
House to make unsupported rumors history. || upon southern soil and commits treason he || sought to strangle us in our national cradle, 
A charge may have been filed here against || has the crime to expatiate on the scaffold, but || That day may soon come again if the South 
General Clarke, and when the testimony to sus- || when thousands of southern men attempt to |} will rise up sternly resolved that they will fol- 
tain it was adduced it may have utterly failed, || destroy our national Government, notwith- |} low Naaman through the Jordan of repentance 
as in his case, according to my recollection, it |; standing the diabolical attempt drenches our |} until the leprosy of treason and Democracy 
did. The disposition, however, to make a ver- || whole land with blood and filis it with the || shall be washed out of their political systems, 
dict thus conscientiously rendered by me in || piercing wail of widows and orphans and costs || How much they have been benefited by the 
defense of an absent and unconvicted member || thousands of millions of.treasure, neverthe- || sympathies of the Democracy they ought by 
of their own party redound now to my preju- || less nobody can be tried for it. John Brown || this time to be able to estimate and appreciate. 
dice furnishes another beautiful illustration || did not dip deep enough into treason to make || The hour they discover they possess the good 
of Democratic magnanimity and justice. When || it respectable. Had he managed to kill fifty || sense and courage to repudiate openly and 
I cast that vote | voted with the Democratic || thousand men before they captured him, ac- emphatically treason and embrace warmly and 
party; now it is thrown into my teeth by a |! cording to the new theory, he would have stood || sincerely loyalty, they will see dawn upon them 
member of that party asa reproach. It may || on too lofty a pedestal to have been taken |/ the bright morning of their regeneration and 
have been a reckless thing in me then to doubt || down a criminal. But for the life of me I can- || deliverance. 
the natural strong probability that a Democrat || not see how the same Government that assisted 
was a rebel, and for it perhaps I deserve to be |} Virginia to convict John Brown can refuse to The Right of Petition. 
publiely twitted and ‘sharply rebuked ; but I || try Jeff. Davis.. If John Brown was held 
will endeavor to see to it for the future that I || responsible to the outraged law, why is not Se Pron? 
shall merit never another such a just repri- || likewise Jefferson Davis? REMARKS OF HON. P. VAN TRUMP, 
mand for such a graceless reason from such || John Brown’s surviving kindred can take to OF OHIO 
an ungrateful source. [Laughter. ] | their souls one flattering unction at least, to , ; 
The unrelenting war waged against me by || wit, that he did not die in vain. I have again In tHe House or Representatives, 
the Demoeracy is liable to be misunderstood || and again seen thousands of Union soldiers July 18, 1867. 
if looked at superficially. It is not because, || ms ing i attle singing— ja ates 
as has been daetoetel ber pens, I et a Dene: eet ieeiietes in the grave, li = nee poe Lreeme re on 
crat and am one no longer. Dying out as it | While his soul goes marching on.” agen Sig a fa By os ede te he ee 
has been, slowly but painfully, for the last eight || And they never failed to win the fight. There || struction of the levees on the Missiesippi river, in 
years with the dry rot, that party have become || is one man on this continent at the head of a || the State of Arkansas, which had been swept away 
too much accustomed to see men of sense with- |} Government that has exhibited nerve enough || by the floods. Mr. INGerso.. objected to its recep- 
draw their allegiance from it to make my in- || to rule. When usurpers and traitors are cap- || tion upon the ground that there was no such State 
stance a source of serious irritation. The true || tured and convicted in Mexico we hear at one || #8 Arkansas, since its government was overthrown 
reason which explains the malevolence with || and the same time of their stern sentence and || by the violence of revolution, and that consequently 
\i shich they pursue me will be found ip the fact || promptexecution. President Juarez, however, || there could be no such body as the Legislature ot 
which they pursue m 1 oun p th LC I : ( i AL ot A aia Arkansas 
that while the recent war was raging the hon- | 1s saluted for his signal exhibition of decision ~ ie 
orable distinction was awarded to me of having || and firmness with howls of horror from the Mr. VAN TRU MP. Mr. Speaker, if one 
put to the sword my full share of their party |} same mercy-begging lips that are eternally could be at all astonished in this day of political 
who fell fighting in front of my command under || whining about the mercy due to Jeff. Why || wonders, nothing could startle the mind more 
the spotted flag of treason to support their sen- || do men professing to love liberty manifest an || than the fact that objection should be made to the 
+/ timents and principles. [Loud applause from || interest so deep and strange in the fate of the reception of a petition upon a legitimate subject 
; the floor of the House. ] vaulting ambition of royalty when it presumes || of legislation, and couched in respectful terms, 
My attention having been specially called to || to invade this republican continentand overleap || in a, Congress of the Representatives of the 
Horace Greeley, [am free to say I totally dis- || itself. Has monarchical Governments friends || American people. But nil admirari is a pecu- 
approve of his sympathy for Jeff. and his pecu- || here whose sympathies are too keen to be re- liar and appropriate maxim in times of revolu- 
liar manner of manifesting that sympathy. || strained when tribulation overtakes a toppling || tion. Such extraordinary principles have been 


avowed, such unheard-of measures have been 
adopted by the dominant, I might well say, 
rampant political party which holds uncon- 
trolled dominion in the Congress of the United 
States, thus far sanctioned and upheld by the 
people through the ballot-box, that the mind 


| has become peer. all. sensitiveness has 
C 


and stunned by the very excess 
‘There seems to be 
The Repub- 


become dulle 
of usurpation and outrage. 


no end to wrong and oppression. 
lican party seems to have become absolutely 
intoxicated with political power. A spirit ot 
hatred, of revenge, of blind and maddened 
rage has usurped the province of calm reason, 
| of wise statesmanship, and of Christian charity. 
| The Republican mind is running in a groove 
upon an inclined plane, and seems to be utterly 
powerless either to extricate itself from the 
groove or check its downward career to disso- 


floor just before the war. Rebels then used 
very much such language as their friends em- 
ploy here now; but it is to be deprecated for 
better and higher reasons still, and one of them 
is the consequences which legitimately flow 
from it to the South. If the Democracy of the 
North had not taken the South under its wing, 
| those States might and probably would have 
been inthe Union to-day. Well may the South 
exclaim ‘‘save us from our friends.’ 


belong to that sickly class of temporizers who 
vould make the enormity of a crime and the 
rank of the criminal good pleas in bar egaihst 
their conviction. If Jefferson Davis and his 
cabinet are criminals, as they are, they ought 
to be tried; if tried, convicted; if convicted, 
executed ; like all other felons convicted of cap- 
ital crimes. If they were tried and convicted, 
as they ought to be, and were I the Chief Magis- 
trate of this Republic no appeal for clemency ! 
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ition and destruction. If no other interests 
were involved than that of its own existence, 
if the great | rincip les of the Constitution, the 
public prosperity, and the peace of the cout try 
were not involved and dragged along with it, 


ind threatened to be mingled in one common 
ind inevitable ruin, the calamity might be sup- 
ported with some degree of equanimity, and 
no overpowering regrets might be felt at the 
results of such a headlong career. Whatever 
is to be the result af this whirlwind of passion 
and party rage, in whatever way itis to influence 
the future destiny of Government and pe ople, 
[ hope that result will come quickly, and that 
the intolerable suspense which now broods 
over the country may at last be terminated. 
Better, sir, far better will it be to know our 
destiny at once ; infinitely preferable will it be 
to have even a fixed and regulated despotism 
than this vibration between hope and fear, this 
doubtful struggle between liberty ae by 
lawand the spasmodic e xercise of lawless or 
through the revengeful action of an intolerant 
iless party spirit. 

Mr. Speaker, the question now before the 
House apon the motion of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Illinois [Mr. InGersoLi] is one 
of the most extraordinary character which 
could be presented to the consideration of the 
Representatives of the American people; 
though | might well hesitate to pronounce any- 
thing extraordinary by way of distinctive pre- 
eminence among the many startling subjects 
of legislation which have engaged theattention 
of Congress for the past few years. What is 
the proposition? It is nothing less, sir, than 
*« motion to deny to free-born American citi- 

ens the sacred right of petition secured to 
them, if anything yet remains secure, by the 
express provisions of the Constitution of their 
country. 1 know, sir, that in these modern 
days of advancement it is considered quite 


and mer 


unfashionable, if not vulgar and low-bred, to 
speak of the Constitution in these Halls; I 
know that the member upon this floor who 


hall have the extremely bad taste to ‘‘ offend 
ears polite’’ with any ill-timed allusion to the 
guarantees of that instrument, bought by the 
best blood of the Revolution and breathed into 
being by the spirit of compromise and conces- 
sion, will be met with the supercilious sneers 
of some, or the less sare smiles of others 
of our Republican friends on the other side of 
the House; but, sir, this litthe band of men 
who sit around me, and who are sent here by 
as proud constituencies of freemen as were 
ever represented in the halls of legislation, are 
alike indifferent to your derision or reproach. 
We had a most signal example of the venera- 
tion in which the Constitution is held by gentle- 
men in this House, exhibited on this floor here 
to-day, amid the merriment and plaudits of 
delighted members. When the honorable gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. Stevens] re- 
ported to the House the proce eiliaan of the 
conference committee on the military recon- 
struction bill, in remarking upon the want of 
pluck of Senators he observed ‘‘that some 
fragments of the old, shattered Constitution 
had stuck in their kidneys and troubled them 
at night.’ I admire the candor, if I cannot 
commend the principles, of the distinguished 
gentleman from Pennsylvania. He makes no 
concealment of his views of the situation. 
makes no false pretenses of reverence for a 
Constitution he does not recognize, and which 
he says no longer exists. We see rise trom his 
seat none of those magnificent balloons of con- 
stitutional eloquence which distinguish some 
of our Republican friends when the divine 
inspiration is upon them. He speaks of the 
Constitution as a thing in the past; and all 
that remains of it, as old, shattered fragments 
of no other effect or influence except to trouble 
weak-kneed Senators with the nightmare. 

Sir, in my humble opinion, their troubles have 
only began ; in after years, when the voice of the 
people shall have condemned them, the ghost 
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are 


| stitutional right 


| able treatise on the Pr 


of a violat 


ed Constitution. of d ity contemn d 
and disregarded, of trusts sacrificed and 
ram ple I un ler foot, will rise up before them, 
and, like the ghost of Banquo, will not ‘‘down’’ 
at their bidding, but will hiss into their ears 
the ‘‘deep damnation of their taking off.”’ 
No, Mr. Speaker, we care not for jibes and 


jeers. The Republican party is not our audi- 
ence ; we speak to the country, and not to our 
sneering opponents. Weappeal tothe people. 


and not to those who are stricken with judicial || 
blindness, and who are determined neither to | 


listen to admonition nor reflect upon the conse- 
quences of their career. Sir, you p ropose by 
this motion to strike down the right of pet 
Will honorable gentlemen consider what they 
about todo? Have they forgotten the his- 
tory of this question from the time of the Eng- 
lish revolution, in 1688, when it was irrevo- 
eably established as aright in behalf of the peo- 
ple of England against both Crown and Parlia- 


tition. 


ment, down to the present time, in the midst of 
a revolution of quite another character? Have 
they forgotten its history in this House? Sir, 
so careful were the people of this, among their 
other omitted rights, that we find they were not 


satisfied with the Constitution as originally 
framed by the Convention, and adopted by the 
several States until they had this great right of 
petition ingrafted upon it by amendment. The 
Constitution, thus amended, declares that Con- 
gress shall pass no law abridging the right of 
- people ** to petition the Government for a 
edress of grievances.’ This very question, 
was one of the leading causes enumerat d 
in the Declaration of Independence for colonial 
resistance to the British Crown. And yet now, 
upon this very floor, ina Congress which exists 
alone under and by virtue of that Const 
the proposition is gravely made to reject a peti 
tion sent up by American citizens, couched i 
proper and respectful and 
subject not in the least objectionable eit 
spirit or principle ! Verily, verily, Mr. 
we have fallen upon remarkab le times. 
I have said, Mr. Speaker, that this is a con- 
Now, how have our consti- 
and statesmen looked upon 
Thomas Erskine May, in his 
‘ivileges and | 


eaking of the right of petition, 


phy 


tution, 


language, upon a 
} 
ner 


in 
Speaker, 


tutional writers 
this question ? 


Tsaves of 


ST 


Parliament, sp 


| Says: 


unication 


“The varions comm 
branches of the Legislature, 
scribed in the last three chapters, 
which 


between the several 
which have been de- 
lead to the con- 


sideration of petitions, by the people are 
brought into communication with the Parliament. 
rhe right of petitioning the Crown and Parliament 
for redress of grievances is acknowledged as a fun- 


damental principle of the constitution, and has been 
uninterruptedly exercised from very early times. Be- 
fore the constitution of Parliament had assumed its 
present form, and while its judicial and legislative 






functions were ill-defined, petitions were presented 
to the Crown and to4he great councils of the realm 
for the redress of those grievances which were be- 
yond the jurisdiction of the common law. There are 
petitions in the Tower of the date of Edward I, 
before which time it is conjectured that the parties 
aggrieved came personally before the council or pre 


yuntry before inque sts 
I wn.” 


rred their comp: 1intsin the e 
‘omposed of officers of the C 


It is quite a sl pt nt fact, Mr. Speaker, 
that in the debates of » First Congress, in 
1789, upon the ment amendments to the 


Constitution, and in relation to this very sub- 
ject of the right of pet tition, of the lead- 
ing members questioned its incorporation into 
the organic law of the land as wholly unneces- 
sary and as an act of supererogation, for | 
reason, as they claimed, that it-existed in a 
free Governments inherently as of 
right and as fre e sly to be « enjoys d by everybody 
as the atmosphere they breathed. Mr. Sedg- 
wick, 3 ly t mark th hould | 
WICK, In reply to @ remark that it should be 
incorporated upon the principle 
right which belonged to the people, 
“If the committee 
principle, they might have gone into a very lengthy 
enumeration of rights; they might have declared that 
a man should have a right to wear his hat if he 
pleased, that he might get up wher a he please l, and 
go to bed when he the vaght proper; hut he would ask 
the gentleman whether h: oper it necessary to 


some 


he 
Ad 

YY 
Aa 


said that— 
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enter i » deeclar 
und re D of ¢ 
tend 2 eb) 
I uppose oul friends on Lie 
the Hou e, and ‘ pecially Lhbose ming I i 
New England districts, will hardly sne« at 
Mr. Justice St ry as an authority upon consti 
: repli ‘. 
tutional law. In the seeond volume of his 





Commentaries on the Constitution, pages 676, 
677, in speaking of the clause securing to the 
people the right of petition, he says: 

“This would seem unnecessary to be expressly pro- 
vided for in a republican government, sinee it resalts 
from the very nature of its structure ant ms 
lt is impossible that it could be practieally denied, 

} until the spirit of liberty wholly disappeared, and 
the people had be sme so servile and debased as to 
be unfit to exercise any of the privileges of free 
men.” 

Sir. this is certainly not a very flattering 
picture of a people who would tamely submit 


common | 


that it was a | 


were governed by that general | 


to the deprivation of this right. How long the 


American people, to whatever political party 
they may at present belong, are going quietly 
to submit to these accumulating wrongs, and 
to these persistent and continued infractions 
of the Constitution, time and circumstances 
can only determine. 

Mr. Speaker, I repeat the question: do gen 
tlemen who now propose to de ny to white Amer 
ican citizens the right of petition by sustaining 
the motion to reject this men 1orial forget the 


history of this question in this House, at least 
so far as the northern States 
Have they forgotten the remarkable contro 
versy in this Hall growing out of the 


are concerne 


position 








of John Quincy Adams, who was the great 
progenitor of their party in relation, at | 
to some of its earlier and less objectional 
principles, upon the right of even negr es 
to pe tition the Congress of the United States? 
And that, too, at a time when there w no 
general or wide spre ad fanaticism eith n 
the subj act of the ne yro gel V —s ) 
slavery in particular; ata ti r, lo ite 
rior to the apotheosi: of the negro as the creat 
idol for white men to prostrate themselves 
be fore in worshipful adoration as the highest 
of = lities al divinities? Has ill this been fo 
rotte sir, or is it only disregarded ? 

Mr. Speaker, upon how flimsy and unten- 


able a ground is put the ol to th 


jection 


ception of this pr tition ! It is said by hon 

orable gentlemen that this petition ought not 
to be received, b cause, as they assert, there 
is no such bo ly as the Le rislature of tl tle 
of Arkansa What cogent reasoning, what 
logical and irresistible argument! Do learned 
and honorable gre ntlemen ippose th ques 

tion is to be argued and diss osed of here like 
a question of title before one of the judicial 
tribunals of the country? It is wholly indif- 
ferent by what name these memorialists call 
themselves, or what character they assume, 
official or private, so long as neither name nor 
character imply an indignity or disrespect to 
this House. It is wholly indifferent whether 
they are negroes and call themselves white men, 


or are white men and call themselves negroes; 
whether they are Christians and call themselves 
heathen, or are heathen and call themselves 
Christian; whether, as a fact, they are 
ized or savage, bond or free, so long 
are amenable to the laws of the cou 
which they are domiciled they are entitled to 
the great right of petition before the law- mak 


: 
Civil 
as they 


ntrv in 


ing power which governs and controls them. 
Such has been this right, as reeognized in 
England for nearly two centuri Sir, I con- 


sider it as one of the most remarkable charac- 
teristics of the remarkable times in which 

live that the denial f this right of 
of prayer, of supplication, acknowledged every- 
where in eve ry constitutional Government upon 
the face of the globe, has been reserved to | 
exhibited in the great parliamentary body of 
a nation claiming to be the freest rth, 
sitting under a written Constitution which ex- 


we 


etition, 


1G 


on eu 


pressly guaranties it to every human beihg 
over which it claims authority. 
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But it is claimed that Arkansas is not a 
State within the Union, and therefore this 


Sir, | have had 
neither time nor opportunity to prepare my 
views upon this great and now all-absorbing 


petition ought to be rejec ted, 


The diight of Petition- 
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question. I-shall, however, on some other 
occasion claim to submit them, and I have no | 
doubt such occasion will oceur hereafter, for | 


no man who understands or appreciates the || 


temper of the political majority of this Con- 
gress can for a single moment believe that the 
military bill now pending upon your table is 
intended to be a finality of the wrongs and 


oppressions against the people of the South. 
Sir, I change the facts to be that, in relation 
to this idea of the extinction of States by 
secession, the whole monstrous theory is an 


atter-thovght of Radical republicanism since 
the death of President Lincoln, adopted for the 
purposes of revenge upon and 
the southern people, and 
aggrandizement. We heard of 
cidal theory during the war. On the contrary, 
sir, Who does not know that from President 
Lincoln down to the most insignificant expo- 
the principles of the party the clear 
and distinct position was assumed that all the 
states whic h had passed ordinances of seces- 
sion were still in the Union, and would re- 


his successor 


nent of 


main so unl 
final arbitrament of the sword, to forcibly sepa- 
rate themselves, for the reason that they had 
no constitutional right to s They pul it 
upon the true ground, a question of force and 
not of right. This position was constantly 
asserted by every department of the Govern- 
ment, | 


ecede ? 


ber of the party during the whole progress of 
the war. It is too late now, sir, for any gen- 
ileman of this 

iy the southern States are not in the Union. 
The party stands too boldly committed against 

iy such ground as that to be able now, with 
any show of decency, to shift their position to 
the opposite extreme. So far as the State of 
Arkansas is concerned the action of President 
Lincoln was too distinct and unequivocal to 
remain in doubt, or to be now questioned by any 
member of the party who sustained him in the 
administration of the Government during the 
war. No gentleman on this floor will have, or 
, any doubt as to the effect of the 
from the President of the 
) Upon this subject : 


Executive Mansion, 
WASHINGTON, January 20, 1864, 
RAL STERLE: 


’ ; 
yught to have 
iiowing ietter 


‘ 
j 
U mite d State 


Mason Geni 


| able gentleman will not object. 


|| enter 


seized upon for party | 
no such sul- | 


they should be able, by the 


and by every convention and every mem- | 


House to rise in his seat and | 


on the 28th of March, 156 
fifteen days thereafter. 
A. LINCOLN. 
Such, Mr. Speaker, were the views of Abra- 
ham Lincoln, as President of the United 
States, acquiesced in by his entire party, in 
relation to the status of the rebel States dur- 
ing the war, even at a time when the conti- 
nent resounded with the roar of hostile cannon 
and the tramp of mighty armies. I will not 
into an argument now to show that 
these views were correct. I simply present 
them to the consideration of honorable gentle- 
| men on the opposite side of the House, to re- 
mind them that their present position, at a 


. . ’ } 
time when there is not a rebel’s musket gleam- 


ing in the sun from South Carolina to Texas, 
and when a conquered peace reigns through- 


out the land from Maine to Georgia, cannot | 


be reconciled with their positionin 1864. Sir, 


I need not reproduce here other clear official | 
southern | 


recognitions of the. fact that the 
| States were never potentially out of the Union, 
and which have already been cited by my hon- 
orable colleague, [Mr. Morcan.] I:nough to 
say that it is quite too late now for the so- 
called Republican party to assume that they 
are out of the Union as States. Mr. Lincoln 
always persistently claimed that unless they 
had the constitutional right to secede they 
never could withdraw except by the successful 
force and power of arms, in the common pro- 
evss of revolution; and as to that position the 
Democratic party held no dissimilar opinion. 
Sir, I will notice one other significant but false 
recognition by the Republican party of the fact 
that the southern States are still legitimate sov- 
ereignties within the Union. In looking over 
the certificate of States ratifying the late 
amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States, by the Secretary of State, with the broad 
seal of the Union attached, and to which the 
honorable gentleman from Pennsylvania [ Mr. 
KELLEY] so much objects, I find the name ofa 
| so-ealled State of the Union voting upon said 
| amendment, to which, I suppose, the honor- 
I mean, sir, 
| the so-called State of West Virginia. West 
| Virginia, by act of Congress, was attempted 
to be erected into a State in duly, 1862, one of 
| the most doubtful and desponding periods of 


\| the war. In order to impart to itthe semblance 


Sundry citizens of the | 


State of Arkansas petilion me that an election may | 


be held in that State, at which to elect a Governor; 
that it be a 
ward, that the constitution and laws of the State, as 
bore the rebellion, are in full foree, except that the 
constitution is so modified as to declare that there 

ull be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except in the punishment of crimes whereof the 


sumed at that election, and thencetfor- | 


party shall have been duly convicted; that the Gen- | 


eral Assembly may make such provisions for the 
freed people as shall recognize and declare their per- 
manent freedom, and provide for their education, and 
which may yet be construed as a temporary arrange- 


| of constitutional existence the huge legislative 
mendacity was resorted to of reciting that it was 
done with the consent of the sovereign legis- 
lative authority of the State of Virginia. West 
Virginia, indeed! What withering, irrepres- 
sible scorn must any honest mind feel for the 
miserable, inconsistent, and ridiculous assump- 
| tion which claims West Virginia to be a State 
| constitutionally within the Union, and that Ar- 
kansas is a mere waif upon the sea of national 
life, an unorganized colonial dependency out- 
| side of the Union. West Virginia, sir! she has 
| no constitutional home, no rightful, legal abid- 


|| ing place in the great family of States; she isa 


nent, suitable to their present condition as a labor- 


ing, landless, and homeless class: that said election 
shall be held on the 28th March, 1864, at all the usual 
places of the State, for all such voters as may attend 
for that purpose: that the voters attending at each 
place at eight o'clock in the morning oftaaiiee may 


choose judges and clerks of election for that purpose; | 


that all persons qualified by said constitution and 
laws, and taking the oath presented in the Presi- 
dent’s preelamation of December 8, 1863, either be- 
fore or at the election, and none others, may be 
voters; that each set of judges and clerks may make 
returns directly to you on or before the — day of 

-next; that in all other respects said election 
may be conducted according to said modified consti- 
tution and laws; thaton receipt of saidreturns, when 
five thousand four hundred and six votes shall have 
been east, you can receive said votes, and ascertain 
who shall thereby appear to have been elected; that 
on the — day of ——— next, all persons so appearing 
to have been elected, who shall appear before you at 
Little Rock and take the oath, to be by you severally 
administered, to support the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States and the modified constitution of the State 
of Arkansas, shall be declared by you qualified and 
empowered to immediately enter upon the duties of 
the offices to which theyshall have been respectively 
elected, 


You will please order an election to take place ' 


bastard Commonwealth, a mere political found- 
| ling, without a drop of constitutional blood in 
| her veins; she is an illegitimate star in our 
political constellation; she was conceived in 
the sin and born in the iniquity of modern 
radical republicanism ; and the whole rightful 


i} . . . 
|| constitutional theory of our confederate sys- 
|} tem, the whole original framework of our 


| Government as designed by our fathers is dis- 
| turbed and dislocated by this horrid burlesque 
| of a State. Add yet, sir, its erection, however 
revolutionary and unconstitutional, when you 
| look to the animus and mode of its accom- 
| plishment, as against those who perpetrated 
the outrage, is a clear and unequivocal rec- 
ognition of the fact that Old Virginia was and 
is a State within the Union, unshorn of any of 
its original sovereignty. 

Mr. Speaker, these memorialists, as citizens 
of the United States and-of the State of Ar 
kansas, not only have the clear and unequivo- 
cal constitutional righ? to petition the Congress 


{, and returnsto be made in | 
|| sons, outside of the naked question of right 
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of the United States; but there are other rea- 


why their claim to be heard before the Repro. 
sentatives of the people in this mode soy! 
be favorably and equitably considered. And 
limit my proposition to the claim of being hear 
only, because I do not intend now to comm: 
myself upon the merits of their case as being 
entitled to the relief they seek at our hands. | 
ask gentlemen on the other side of the Hoyeo 
not to forget that they always claimed, durin 
the war, Arkansas to be one of the seceded 
States holding a large Union sentiment within 
her borders. The history of her secession wi 
not controvert this proposition. On the 16th 
day of January, 1861, the Legislature of Ar. 
kansas passed an act calling a convention. 
Chat law was submitted to the people for rati- 
fication or rejection, and 27,412 votes were cast 
for it and 15,826 against it. That convention 
met on the 4th day of March, 1861, the day of 
the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln as Presi- 
dent of the United States. An ordinance of 
secession was put to vote in convention on the 
18th day of March, 1861, at a time when Mr. 
Lincoln, from the spirit of hisinaugural address 
and other manifestations, was considered to be 
quite conservative in his views in relation to the 
very critical eondition of the country, and the 
ordinance was defeated by a vote of 39 to 35, 
‘The fatal meeting of the northern Governors 
took place immediately thereafter, and a new 
policy was inaugurated in the North. It was 
not, however, until hostilities had commenced 
between the two sections, and the stern reali- 
ties of war actually existed between them, that 
the Arkansas convention, on the 6th day of May 
following, passed the ordinance of secession. 
Mr. Speaker, when I propounded the ques- 
tion on last evening to the honorable gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania [| Mr. Kevury] as to 
whether the presentation to the Legislature of 
Arkansas of the law of Congress to amend the 
Constitution of the United States was not a 
most solemn recognition that Arkansas was a 
State in the Union his reply was ingenious, 
but not satisfactory. He claimed that that act 
of Congress was never rightfully or constitu- 
tionally presented to the Legislature of Arkan- 


a et fe 


| sas, because the Secretary of State of the Uni- 


ted States had no authorify from Congress to 
so prevent it. Will the gentleman say that 
Mr. Seward was directed by Congress not to 
so present it? I think he will hazard no such 
assertion. I have not had the time, Mr. 
Speaker, to look into the debates upon the 
passage of this law to amend the Federal Con- 
stitution; but I here venture the remark, that 
in all those debates, fully participated in by the 
gentleman himself, there cannot be found a 
single word or the slightest intimation that it 
was to be presented to only a certain number 
of prescribed States for ratification or rejec- 
tion. If that was the State of facts as to the 
passage of this law, I know the gentleman is 
too good a lawyer to controvert the proposi- 
tion that the judicial construction to be put 
upon such state of case would be that it was to 
apply to all the States, and not be restricted 
to a portion only, not named in the act itself. 
The honorable gentleman seemed to be in- 
spired with the spirit of prophecy as to what 
will be the decision of the supreme judicial 
tribunal of the land upon the question whether 
that law was rightfully and constitutionally pre- 
sented to the States then lately in rebellion by 
the Secretary of State for their ratification or 
rejection. Sir, I am neither a prophet nor the 
son of a prophet, noram [at all of kin to any of 
the astrological race; but I have no fears as to 
what that decision will be, after the late deter 
mination of the Georgia and Mississippi cases 
in the Supreme Court of the United States, if 
I rightfully apprehend the true ground of those 
decisions. The point of those decisions, as 
I understand it, is that a State has no legal 
capacity to sue the United States ; or perhaps it 
may be more@orrectly stated that the Supreine 
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Court has no original jurisdiction when a State 
undertakes to sue the United States. Now, 
sir, if this is the true statement of the question 
involved in those cases, it follows that the most 
essential principle first to be disposed of by 
the court was to determine whether Georgia 
and Mississippi were States or not. The court, 
therefore, must have assumed that the 'y were 
States in the Union, or the question of juris- 
diction would not have been raised or ps issed 
upon. Itis also not unworthy of remark that 
the Attorney General of the United States, 
who argued those cases, and who is known to 
be one of the most able and distinguished law- 
yers in the country, made no question as to the 
constitutional status of Georgia or Mississippi. 
I am, therefore, satisfied with the indications 
f the great judicial tribunal of the nation if 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania is. But the 
honorable gentleman has, in my humble opin- 
i yn, put himself in a dilemma he did not at all 
anticipate. Suppose it to be true that the Sec- 

tary of State had no authority to present this 
tone of C Ongress lo the State Ss 
ratification « rejection ; a 
that it was clearly t 
that the 
shat , under the |: aw, no power or rig 
fication or fe je c tion, and that this 
purpose was clearly expressed in the 
what then? Is the honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania or is C oing to pass a 
law and lnpose a constitution upon a whole 
people in no wise entitled to suffrage either a 
to its enactment or amendment? In 
words, can a constitution or any amendment 
thereto be made to exist and exert itself 
an entire people who have been deni d any 
partic “ips ution either in its 0 righ ial enactment or 
t subsequent ament dme nt 


Sir, such a 


4 yf 


SOl uthe rn 
d su ippose, if you 
» original purpose 
southern Stat shi yuld 


ht of rati 


or n 
aver he 
»f Congress es 
gislative 
iw itseil; 


le 
la 


yngress ¢ 


state ot 


case is a new problem 
in the theory of constitutional government. 1 
think it would be extremely difficult for my 
honorable friend to find, in the whole range of 
the history of free Government, any prece- 


dent for €o0 grotesque and anomalous & pro- 


ceeding. The truth is, Mr. Spe ee r, Congress 
did intend that this law should be passed upon 
by the legislative authorities of the southern 


States. We all know with what 
the whole northern mind, Republican and 
Democratic, looked to the action of the south- 
ern States upon this question. If this is true 

sir, and it cannot be suceessfully controverted, 
then we have this most unprecedented political 


intense anxiety 


or legislative spectacle presented to our obser- 
vation: the Congress of the United States 


most solemnly declaring that the conquered 
southern people, subdivided, as it is claimed, 
into nothing more than some sort of municipal 
or quasi political communities, are good and 
valid enough as States, invested with the sov- 
ereign power of le ‘gislatian, to ratify a Consti- 
tution which was popes d to be amended under 
the provisions ot a law pi assed by a federative 
C iano in which they were denied represent- 
ation, and dictated to enn by their conquer- 
ors; and that same federatige Congress now 
hold and declare that they 


propose are 210 


States at all, when the great — of petition 
is interposed in their behalf, if the precedent 
established last year in the case of “the petition 
of the Governor of North Carolina shall be 


followed. 

Sir, if this great wrong shall be perpetrated, 
if the blindness of party zeal shall prevail, and 
all law and justice shall be disregarded, the 
only consolation which we in the minority shall 
feel or realize will be the fact that your action 
will go to the country for its affirmance or con- 
demnation along with the many other viola- 
tions of the laws and Constitution, to be passed 
upon by the final arbitrament of public opinion. 
We are not unaware of the fact that you still 
feel secure in your strength, and are still con- 
fident in the powers of party organization ; but 
we shall bide our time; we shall patiently wait 
until reason shall resume her empire over the 


for 


oth« r | 


over 
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it popular mind; and when that time comes, as 











come it must, we know that the fate of the 
Republican party will be a crushing public 
odium, and a loss of power never to be re- 
gained so long as its long catalogue of wrongs 
and outrages shall exist in the remembrance 
of the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, | feel no other 


interest in the 


| question now before the House than what is 


naturally felt by every lover of liberty and law 
I feel such interest, & partisan, but as 
an American citizen; and I have raised my 
voice in diy sam ilf of the constitutional privilege 
which i involves, not with the vain hopé of 
poesnesinig g the slightest influence in its deter- 
mination, but in the simple discharge of a duty 
which I owe to my constituents andt 
try. Il know very sir, how futile it is to 
oppose the power of a dominant party which 
deems nothing unlawful which it able to 
accomplish, and nothing sacred or 
inviolable which it wishes to destroy. 


not 


as 


0 the coun- 
well 
is 
esteems 
il 


Reconstruction. 


REMARKS OF HON. 


KEN 


DAVIS, 


OF ruck y, 
In tue Unitep States Senate, 
July 1 
On the bill (S. No. 131) to t toan act entitled 

‘An act to provide for the more effi 

ment of the rebel States,” ps 

Mr. DAVIS said: 

Mr. Presipent: The honorable Senator from 
Illinois, | Mr. j RUMBULL, | in opening tl 1@ del ALC 
on this bill, admitted distinetly ss the 
United States had the powers of a conqueror 


, 1867, 
rive effe 
rent govern 

186 


1 Mar h a, S 


LSs 


thi Li unk 


over the southern States Congress had no 
1} authority to pass the present bill or the former 
military bills to which this is amendatory. 
Whether the subjugation of the rebellion in 
the —_— rn States was a conquest and gave 
the United States Government the powers of a 
conqueror was a question whi h l examined on 
the passage ot the origi ial bill now prop sed 


to beamended. 1 shall therefore not now enter 
lengthily upon the dis ission of that question ; 


but ] sata 2 take the heneratieSenater 2 poss 
tion, and upon the conces 1 that the United 
. j a 
States had conquer dthe rn States which 


vere in rebellion, and in consequence of th 


soucthe 


conquest rs re entitled to all the ri os which 
the vic! by th: it cod: is entitled to, [ yet con- 
tend that the Congress of the United States 


have no power to pass this bill; an id | propose 
to occupy a short time in support of 
tion, and then to ane some authority in n 
tenance of it 

I will not show that the 
dent has not or attempted to in- 
terpose any obstruction to the due execution 
of the reconstruc It de 
those who make that charge to establish it, but 
they have shrunk from even the at- 
Nor will I enter ‘ation of 


r that posi- 


sain 


to Presi- 


attempt 
obstructed, 


‘tion acts. ‘volves upon 


Making 


tempt. upon a vind 


the Attorney General's construction ot those 
acts: it has been assailed but on one point, and 
that doubtingly, the effect of the oath which 


is required to be taken. 
Attorney General are « 


Both Op inions of the 


laborate, well consid 


ered, and able, and | believe, aceording to all 
the rules for construing laws, are strictly cor 
rect, including the point upon which he is 
so timidly wtlac ked. | nmiunity irom ali 
other obj ection is its general triumphant Vin- 
dication. hiad Cai i1eaders and Ooracies looked 
at those acts through the medium of minds 


wholly perverted by extreme party objects and 


policy V, and had jump d to the conclusion Laat 
they were suflicient to enable those who would 
be charged with their iinmediate execution to 

give the fullest effect to all th purposes of the 
ee Bae i anak nl 

Radical leaders In connection with the people 
of the southern States; and until the Attorney 


General held up those acts to the mirror of 
true legal construction according to their lan- 
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guage, the Radical party nor leaders had no 
comprehension how tar they woul I fe ll short of 
what they were intended to effect rhe great 
object had been that the reconstruction laws 
should give to the instruments of the Radical 
party the absvlute and uncontrollable power 
to determine who of all the southern peo 
ple should be registe red ani ] who should vote 


and who should - excluded both from the 





registry and the poll-book. The opinions of 
the Attorney General revealed, to the ama 
ment and consternation of the Radical party, 
that this was far trom having been done as 
id been intended. ‘They were satisfied with 
the manifestations of the satraps, and partic 
larly with Sheridan and Sickles, and with their 
insubordinate spirit toward the Command 
in-Chief, the President It was ol that 
neither their absolute official subordination to 
him in their olflices in the execution of 


these andallother laws, nor their sw 
to the Constitution, nor their devotion to their 
country, nor their chargeter and hon 


rn iidelity 


iS SO} 


diers, would restrain these military neophytes 
from acting in the delicate and important com 
mands of which they were so unworthy the 
parts of the most un crupulous political par 
tisans. They were fit tools to stock, to drop 
out, to shuffle, and deal, by their own 
selected tools, the registers, the ballots of the 
southern people, so as to count all their el 

tions in favor of the Radical caus It was 
not to remove obstructions to the due execu 
tion of the reconstruction acts, but to ipply 
their defects, to subserve the purposes of the 
Radical cause, by giving to the faithful mili- 
tary commanders of the five districts addi- 
tional powers that would enable them to con 
trol the elections as absol itely as thou rh the y 
cast all the votes, that Congress convened in 
this session; and this measure comes fully up 


in this business. 
divided 
execu- 
the 


to all the needs of the party 

Mr. President, our G 
three apartments, the 
tive, and judicial. The powers vested 
Constitution in these departraents are separate, 
and independent. One depa 


vernment 1s 


into legislative, 


he 
uy 


distinct, riment 


of the Government cannot properly exercise 
any power which by the Constitution is vested 
in another department. No power is vested in 
Congress but the legislative power created by 
the Constitution ; but in the President the exee 
utive power of the Government ts vested, with 
the addition of making him, by express words, 
Commander-in-Chief of the A rmy and Nav y 
of the United States, and of the militia of the 
States when called into the actual service ot 
the United States. Now, sir, | assum: } 
position, which, indeed, | oes never heard con 
troverted here tolore, that the entire military 
power of our Government is vested in the Pres 
ident—not the powerto make war, nor to rai 
armies, nor to provide fleets, nor to make rules 
and regu wien stor the government of the Army 
and N; they, by the Constitution, are ex 
press sly aelatiiaitemanes But the FOV 
ernment and control of our armies and { 

the direction of all their operations, the entire 
administration of all our military affairs, 
given by the Constitution solely and exclusively 
to the payer +s the langua ren. constitu ’ 
him Commander-in-Chief; and he has every 


power and function imparted by that 


within the limitations and restrictions of 
Constitution It has no other wor yhicn 
purport to vest any power to administer mili 
tary affairs, and Congress has neither part nor 
lot in their administration. President may 
in person lead our armies, and when they are 
led by others those leaders are subject to his 
single and absolute orders. When those armies 
conquer and occupy the territory of a foreign 
Power, not Congress, but the President, car 
offi ially know and act upon that fact. The 
organization of a military government in the 
couquesed country may be necessary and 


Congress, 


et 9 r, but the President, and not 
by 


oth decides that question and proceeds 
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or his subordinate military officers, to 
establish, organize, and administer the military 


government. When the conquered country is 


himsei, 


ceded by treaty to the United States, as in case | 


of California and New Mexico, and becomes 
sulliciently tranquil to admit civil government, 
then Congress may interpose and organize ¢ 
civil government, which will supersede and dis- 


! 


place the military government erected by the 
Pre sident. These are the principles of the 
Constitution, and they are recogni ized by the 
highest authority, the Federalist, Story’s Com- 
mentaries on the Constitution, and decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 

1 will read from the 74th number of the Fed- 
eralist, written by Hamilton: 

** The President of the United States is to be Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United 
States, and of the militia of the several States when 
called into the actual service of the United States.’ 

10 propriety of this provision is so evident, and it 
is at the same time 60 consonant to the precedents of 
the State constitutions in general, that little need be 
said to explain or enforce it. Even those of them 
which have in other respects coupled the Chief 
Magistrate with a council have fer the most part con- 
centrated the military authority inhim alone. Of all 
the cares or concerns of government, the direction 
ol war wost peculiarly demands those qualities which 


distinguish the exercise of power by a single band. 
he direction of war implics the direction of thecom 
mon strength; and the power of directing and em- 


forms an usual and 
the executive 


strength 
definition of 


ploying the common 
cseential part in the 
authority.” 

Story, in his Commentaries on the Constitu 
tion, section 1484, quotes the provision of the 
Constitation in these words: 

“The first clause of the second se 
President shail be Commander 
and Navy of the United States, 
the several States 
the United States. 

The commentator then proceeds: 

“The command and application of the public force 
to execute the laws, to maintain peace, and to resist 
forcign invasion are powers so obviously of an ex- 
eculive nature, and require the exercise of qualities 
80 peculiarly adapted to this department, that a well- 
organized Government can scarcely exist whon they 
arc taken away fromit. Of all the cares and con- 
corns of government the direction of war most pecu- 


liarly demands those qualities which distinguish the 


‘tion is: e 
in-Chief of the Army 
and of the militia of 
when called into actual service of 


’* 





exercise of power by a single hand. Unity of plan, 
rromptitude, activity, and decision are indispensa- 
pre to success; and these can searcely exist, except 
when a single magistrate is intrusted cxclusively 
with the power. Even th: ipling of the authority 
of an executive council with himin the exercise of 
such powers enteebles the system, divides SRO TESHON- 
sibility, and not untrequently defeats every energetic 
measure. ‘Timidity, indecision, obstinacy, and pri le 


of opinion must mingle in all such coune alts, and in- 
fuse a torpor and sluggishness, destructive of all mili- 
tary operations. Indeed, there would seem to belittle 
reason to enforce the propriety of giving this power 
to the executive department, (whatever may be its 


actual organization,) since it is in exact coincidence 
with the provisions of our State constitutions, and 
thorefore seems to be universally deemed safe, if not 


vital, to the system.”’ 

I will next read from the case relied upon 
by the honorable chairman of the Judiciary 
Committee, Cross vs. Harrison, reported in 


16 Howard, 164. What [ read will sufficiently 


explain the questions that arose in that case, and || 


were decided by the court, and which decision | 
now he upon. I read from page 190: 
‘alifornia, or the port of San Francisco, had been 
conquered by the arms of the United States as early 
As th Shortly atterward the United States had 
military possession of allof Upper California. Early 
in i847 tho President, as constitutional Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army and Navy, authorized the mil- 
itary and naval commander of our forces in Califor- 
nia to exercise the belligerent rights of a conqueror, 
and to form acivil government for the conquered 
country, and to impose duties on imports and ton- 
nage as military contributions for the support of the 
Government and of the Army which had the con- 
quest in possession. We e will add, by way of note to 
this Opinion, relorences to all of the correspondence 
of the Government upon this subject; now only 
refe rring to the letter of the Secretary of War to 
General Kearney, of the 10th of May, 1847, which was 
accompanied with a tariff of duties on imports and 
tonnage, which had been prepared by the Secretary 
of the Treasury with forms of entry an d permits for 
landing goods; all of which was reported by the See- 
retary to the President on the 30th of March, 1S47. 
Senaie Document No. 1, first session Thirticth Con- 
gress, 1847, pages 567, 
orders of the President, and the action of our Army 
and Navy commander in California in couformity 
“ thom, were according to tho law of arms and the 
ight of conquest, orthat they were operative until tho | 
ratification and exchange of a treaty of peace. Such 


£3.) Noonecan doubt that these | 
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would be the case upon general principlesin respect to 
war and peace between nations. Jn thisins tance it is |} 
recognized by the treaty itself. Nothing is supe 


iated in that treaty to be binding upon the parties to 
it, or from the date of the signature of the treaty, but 
that commissioners should be appointed by the Gen- 
eral-in-Chief of the forces of the United States, with 
such as might be appointed by the Mexican Govern- 
ment, to make a provisioual suspension of hostilities, 
that in the places occupied oy our arms, constitu- 
tional order might be reéstablished as regards the 
political, a iminis trative, and judicial branches in 
those places,so far as that might be permitted by the 
circumstances of military occupation.” 


Now, sir, what did the orders of the Presi- 
dent referred to in this opinion do? What was 
the tharacter and nature of those orders? Cali- 


| fornia had been conquered by the arms of the 








|} Constitu 





United States. In perfect conformity to the 
rights of the conqueror, this decision recites 
that the President of the United States ordered 
the highest commanders of the Army and Navy 
of the United States operating in that country 
to form a military government with civil pow- 
ers, and among those civil powers was the 
establishment ot a system of impost duties and 
their collection. This decision says that these 
orders of the President, and the action of those 
oflicers under the orders, were in strict con- 
formity to national law, and that this military 
government, with the adjunct of civil powers 
in that foreign conquered country, thus created 
by the direction and orders of the President of 
the United States to his subordinates, was in 
strict conformity to the laws of conquest and 
of nations. ‘That istrue. In another portion 
of this opinion, speaking ef the conduct of 
Colonel Mason, who was the highest military 
commander there, and who acted under these 


| orders of the President, the court say : 


** His position was unlike anything that had pre- 
ceded it in the history of our country. ‘ihe view 
taken of it by himself h: is been given in thestatement 
in the beginning of this opinion. It was aoe without 
its difficulties, bot . as regards the principle upon 
which he should ¢ and the actual state of affairs in 
California. He a w that the Mexican inhabitants 


| of it had been remitted by thetreaty of peace tothose 


municipal laws and usages which prevailed among 
them beiore the territory had been ceded to the 
United States; but that a state of things and popula- 
lation had grown up during the war, and after the 





treaty of peace, which, made some other authority 
necessary to maintain the rights of the ceded inhabit- 
ant id of immigran its from misrule and violation. 


Ale nay not have comprehended fully the principle 

wpplicable to what he might rightly doin such acase, 
but he felt rightly and acted accordingly. Ho deter- 
mined, in the absence of allinstruction, to maintain 
the existing government, 

‘The territory had been ceded as a conquest and 
was to be preserved and governed as such until the 
sovereignty to which it nee b assed had legislated for 
it. Thesovereignty was » Unite vd St: ates, under the 
tion, by which p ane r bud been given to Con- 
gress to dispose and make all needful rulesand regu- 
lations respecting the territory or other property 
belonging to the United States, with the power also 
to admit new States into this Union, with only such 
limitations as are expressed in the section in which 
this power is given. ‘Lhe government of which Col- 
onel Mason wes the excecutive had its origin in the 
lawful exercise of a belligerent right over a con- 
quered territory. It bad been instituted during the 
war by the command of the President of the United 
States. It was the government when the Territory 


matter of course, or as a necessary consequence of a 
restoration of peace. Th 
solved it by w ithdrawit g tho 
who administered it, but he did notdo so. Congress 
could have put an end to it, but that was not done. 

The right inference from the inaction of both is that 
it was meant to be centinued until it had been Iegis- 
latively changed.”’ 

I read from this decision for the purpose of 
establishing two positions: 

1. When a foreign country is conquered by 
the arms of the United States, immediately 
upon the conquest and the acquisition of the 
possession by our Army the President, as Com- 
mander-in-Chief, may order, under the rights of 
conquest, the organization of such a military 
government, with civil powers, as may be neces- 
sary for the country and its inhabitants. 

2. That this military government continues 
until the President ends it by withdrawing the 
inilitary commanders who are charged with its 
administration ; oruntil Congress, after the title 
to the country is acquired, has taken up the sub- 
ject and has provided a civil government to 
supersede the military government. In support 


was ceded as a conquest, and it did not cease as a’ 


President might havedis- | 
Army and Navy oflicers | 
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of these positions, see also American Insurance 
Company against Carter, 1 Peters, 542: United 
States vs. Gratiot, 14 Peters, 526. 

And, sir, the President of the United Sta; 
is Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Na 
in our country in time of peace in the ey 
cution of the laws of the Union. suppress. 
ing insurrections, repelling invasions, a: nd pi pro- 
tecting the States against domestic violence 
Wherever the military forces of the country 
may be, or whatever kind of service engaged 
in, the President has its exclusive and abso- 
lute control and direction in all its operations 

In the suppression of insurrection and rebe}- 
lion the President moves and directs the armies 
and navies according to his own judgment and 
will, and may head them in person, or command 
them by his subordinate military and naval offi. 
cers. If the insurgents, by force of arms, expel 
the laws and authorities of the United Stat g 
from a State, or several States, or a smaller 
district of country, and the President orders 
the United States military forces to move upon 
and suppress those insurgents, and their cap- 
tivity or expulsion ensue, and the work is com- 
plete and perfect, and the violent and disor 
ganized condition of things is put down and 
rectified, and no obstacles to the resumption 
of the former and normal state of th 
main, the deposed government authorities and 
relations spring up spontaneously in the State 
or States, as do the government and authori- 
ties of a city in which they have been over- 
thrown and held in a state of suspension for 
days by a dominating mob. But things may 
not be in a condition for a prompt restoration 
of the loyal government after the suppression 
of the usurped one; and order, tranquillity, 
and the protection of the inhabitants may 
require the longer ors prom of the country by 
the military forces, and something beside, and 
what? A temporary government. But the 
condition of things is too troublous for the 
existence and administration of a civil govern- 
ment, and a military government supported ai nd 

enforced by the power of the Army alone is pos- 

sib le. What authority is to decide when and 
where such a military government is necessary ? 
What but the Commander-in-Chief of the mili- 
tary power? What authority is to organize this 
military government? The same Commanier- 
in-Chief, part of whose command is to consti- 
tute and uphold that government. ‘The idea of 
Congress organizing a military government for 
the Army in a country that can be held by it 
alone, and on the theater of its — 18, is 
not only inappropriate but preposterous, and is 
against all principle and all practice. Men of 
the Army would constitute the personnel of this 
government, and what power has Congress to 
order the military commander to make such 
detail ; and suppose he was to refuse to make 
it, what then? 

But when made, and the military government 
is organized, who is to control and administer 
it? Who is to supervise its operations and 
correct them when Wrong; Congress or the 
President? Whence does Congress derive such 
a power? There are-provisions in the bills on 
this subject pending in both Houses, the obvi- 
ous purposes of which are to divest the Presi- 
dent of a portion of this power and vest it in 
the General of the Army and the five military 
satraps commanding in the southern States, 
some of whom show a very willing disposition 
to throw off their subordination to the Presi- 
dent, their Commander-in-Chief, and to become 
the supple tools of Congress. No fitter sub- 
jects for a court-martial and to be cashiered 
than they. Does not the Constitution read : 
‘‘The executive power shall be vested in a 
President of the United | States of America ;’’ 
and “he shall take care that the laws be faith- 
fully executed?’ Does not the Constitution 
also declare: ‘The President shall be Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the 
United States?’ He is the constitutional 
superior, head, and director of both the civil 
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and military administration of the Government 
ind all persons employed in those services ar 
hound to submit implicitly to hi ers. Within 


t] se pal Congress cann 





ion 
But Congress 
cessful in its bold 


without infraction of the ¢ 


rant usurpations of authority. 








n that direction, and the people so approving 
or so apathetic, that it feels encouraged to con 
t ‘-klece career It now kn 
tin l reckKkieSs career. t HOW KNOWS nO 
check or responsibility and no its to its 

action within its own audacious will. 
Before the adoption of the Constitution eacl 


was a distinct and indepen 
sovereignty. They had leagu: 
fought for and won liberty, independence, and 

} y*) } 


were likely to 


ir Articles of 


Stat 
d together and 
popular government, but 
all from the inetficienc 











Confederation ; and therefore the people of 
the several States sent their delegates to a Con- 
vention to frame a government strong enough 
to preserve those great ends, but no stronger 

‘he wise and virtuous men who held this 
momentous conference had be e them the 
numerous examples, rum rough all his 
tory, of many peoples achieving liberty and 
sel striving to ire them by 
imp nized institutions, maintain 


“1el period in a troubled exist- 


tisfactory results, and 





nment, the treachery of thos« 
who administered them, and the 
rrupuion of the people. 


we t {* 
was to It 





yvernment that woul 


rma g 


definite ages save our country, its independence 
1") . } > c } 
ind liberties, from the sad fate of all others 





a 








asystem or government nel 


ther wholly national 


iy 





nor State, but partly both, and made a division 
of political sovereignty and powers, the States 
to delegate a portion of that whole which each 
one then possesst d, to be or raniz dinto a gen- 
eral government for the United States; and 
al yvereignty and powers not thus delegated 
to the common government to be reserved to 
the States respectively, or the peopl 

», The common gover nt to be created 
by a written constitution, in which should be 
enumerated all the powers veé 1 in it 

3. The division of those powers among three 


couUrdinate departments, each to have a 
ent character of power and to execute it inde 
pendently ofthe others, and thus form 
checks to each other to preventany aggregation 
of power not conferred upon them bythe Con- 
stitution. , 

4. The supremacy of the Constitution, 

laws of the i 
over the constitution 
and the creation of 
decide all questions of conf 
whenever they might arise, directly or indi- 
rectly, in cases before that court. 
5. ‘The powers to make war and peace, to 
raise and support armies, to enf 
cution of the laws, to suppress insurrections, 
to repel invasions, to protect each State against 
domestic violence, Xe. 

The General Government is built in 
upon the States, and the Constitution ma 
them a necessary part of the machinery whi 
itcreates. It provides that t 
the States shall | 





United States 


tution and 





t between them 





choose the Senators in Con- 


gress; that each State such 
manner as its Legislat tl 
number of presidential h it 





may be entitled; and 

amend the Constitution of the United 

Here are functions to be i 

States without which the General Goverument 
I 





could not have been organized, and wit! t 
their continued performance by theS § t 
Government would come to an et Che 
no other or substitute anthority to perf 

those functions, nor can the General Govern- 


ment, or any, or all its departments 
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compel the States to perform them. Nor can 
Congress compel the President r the P 
ident the courts, nor the « Concress 
respectively, to perform their duties; but Con 
gress@hay impeach the President or the court 
but it has no jurisdiction whatever « { 
States or their Legislatures, nor 1s t! 
provision of the Constitution from which it can 
be even conjectured to e lhe Governnfent 
of the United States can constituti nally 
upon a State only in three conditions l way 
1. It can admit new States into the Union, 


but it can admit a State into the Union only 
once, because being once in sheis there until 
Union and our Government are subverted by 


Lhe 
the laws and authori 


revolution. government of a State and 


it may be overthr 
rebellion, or by the 








down, or tl nva 
operation of! the p 
ognized by the law of 
restored to her former co1 tion 
2. The U lg inty to every 
State a t VeT y at t 





not be e 
Under no other circumstances, in no other 


mode, and for no other purpose can the Gov 


ernment of the United States act rotat 
though in many forms it may act upon every 
ndividual in any or all the States. Every per 





son resisting the ex n of t la or 
engaged in insurrection against t United 
States, whether with or without t pretended 
authority of a State, may be resisted, put 
down, tried, and punished for his crime. Th 

Constitution and laws authorize all that; but 
a State by no principle of Constitution or law 


can commit a crime or offense, or is subiect 





to any forfeiture, penalty, or punishment; and 

there are no forms or modes of proceeding or 

: : ; 

law by which a State can be pum l o1 i 

or indicted or charged. Like the P dency 
; : 

or the uy me Court or the tw H ot 

Coneress t} States é t of t+} ‘ neat l 

tional machinery of our comp t blended 

i 
system of Government, have a | | existent 
in perpetuity ; and it would be as philosophical 
} +++ nal + } y ls y 

true, and cor ional to d eanda 

' } idee nD oBie! Ceih.cs seal al : 

to ma practic: ne io ire a on 








treason of t men who happened to fill them, 
as of the States and th it r rnment j 
incumbent tho fh wh t : 
whether against tl Un iS or Stat 
are biect to be ¢ | { ry 
plac yc] pu he i ] T ie ¢ ( ir 
less, and as part of t) ruc re of the Gov 
ernment remain intact and r ly to 
oth rincutl ent wl a ey are } ‘ly ] 
rte 1. This is nee im. comm nad 
ision and ar 

sO when ha nf } ' 
Q P ] r r ‘ \ ned 

of the Uy ad State a > 2 ] 

I ! es of sion, and 

f re } Corl | ‘ 
vithout any legal « ( r} rem ld 
{ St of and in 
an t 1 ¢ pie il } j 
rea oO { d 1 t] yy » De 

] } ; 

ad I ed as be re the ft States 
th crovernmen and people being 

ippres t tf i l )Y s i to 
their f er lit B f the S or 
iny of them, we not liately ly for 
neder and tha 1 } 
‘ I } l ) i 

t ( es (" 

ma I ‘ i iif WW l 
duty, to organize adi 1m at iry rovern 
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erly prelude the government of the States 
fi 1 by its own peo} and the President 
f the United States, as military Commander 
n-Chief, only could o ize that military go 
rn! t. Suchana youl wholly without 
na if congr nower, that body: 
Lv ves t ot ry ad trati i 
bu rhe I ot | { the Stat 
1 which the rebe ( ed, so vehemently 
iS ted, wer truce the \ I nt w! h 
Congress could organ for t e Sta would 
I . civil territoria ernment; and if, from 
he condition of the « it W { de im 
practicable to establish a id administer that 
kind of a government in it, the only and neces 
sary resort would be for the President, tl 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army, to set up 
and administer a military government; and 


when the country 


allow civil government, C 


organize for the country tern 
—_ ] cy" Tow \f : 

nen , as it did LO! Ne W JeCXI1 
1 >. ? 

quest. ‘These positions re 


I 
ion, and are fu ly sustain 








Court in the opinion from w 
. «5 ~~ t 
lengthily read—Cro ‘s. Harrison. 
‘ ; f° 
And when Co ( hould com » estal 
ish 1 the sou nh Stat territ ul govern 
ments, they wi l ery Ter ystems of 
. - ’ 
lity to the horril ie, [ | miiitary de 
+ } ad ’ Fav 
potism which it has up in them Lhere 
} 
vould not be an overthrow of the Con ution 
ind all civil law and civil cou ad a subst 
ition of martial w, the arbitrary will of 
corrupt and partisan petty military command 


citizens. would no ' 1 of the 
writ of habeas corpus, 1 military arres 
imprisonments, or trials. In their leading fea 
tures these territorial governments would be 
upon th model of the Con u n of the 
United States, a divisi« of th r power into 
rislative, exe l and ial, and their 
vest nt in diff t | I f i tracy 
' their own people. The rights of 
rson and property, of trial by jury in civil 
courts, according to tl ‘ f the land, and 
all the other great rights and li tir lara 
L by Constitution to tl \merican pe 
pl the hal ita : ] rn tat 
would have secured to them under territorial 
vernment But it was th heme f tl 
Radicals of Cong to strip tl people of 
all their constitutional rights and ( and 
crush them under the weight f mil y 
l t 1 created | themselve without any 
authority, and to « I t 1 the \ 
r Op] ion, not only for their enslavement, 
to coerce them to t in forging their 
vn « I Mr. P it, the cation of 
thi lilitary governm« n the ten southern 
States is a nendou d most fearful usurp- 
110n OL power, and j revolt ig, despot 
I y and instruments have dragged down 
heir people to a more « plete and degrading 
lavery than ex inywhere beside in Chri 
tend 1; that slave pe ls over all the peo 
ple the United Stat snd will certainly i 
ilf them unless they hake off their lethargy 
l sti while they can for the overthrow of 
th it and its auth 


The President’s Messages. 
REMARKS OF HON. JEHU BAKER, 
OF ILLINOIS 


In tHe Hote or Rerresentatives, 


July 20, 1867. 

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I wish to sub 
mit a few ret ks upon ft recent messages 
of the P 1"] I | t to the 
senat ! Lt! f rdinary 
do ill l V o ine 
age with w » we W favored yesterday. 
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sage he raises the question 
‘whether the refusal of Congress to guaranty 
the payment of the debts of these [the rebel] 
tates, after having displaced or abolished 
ir State governments, would not be viewed 
a violation of good faith and a repudiation 
national Legislature of liabilities which 

had justly and legally incurred.’’ 
Ils us this question ‘ig worthy the 
cousideration of Congress and the country.”’ 
sir, is truly extraordinary language to 
from the Executive of the nation; and 
it carried with it any measure of that intel- 
ght which would be app ropriate to 
the high official from which it proceeds it 
might wi ll startle the nation, Ile is of opinion 
that such a question of liability exists, that it is 
‘‘worthy the consideration of o ongress and the 
and his language implies—if it has 
any ent meaning whatever—that his own 
mind is under the influence of the notion that 
the legal logic of the existing situation is, that 
the United States has become liable for the 
isting debts of the rebel States to which 


I) ie former mes 


Lats 
And he t 


oe 
Chis, 
come 


' ee wel 


country ;"’ 


onsist 


pree ‘ 
$ lludes, amounting, as he supposes, to about 
one heals d million dollars. 

Sir, Mr. Johnson has but to follow up the 


logical sequence of his ideas here e xpressed or 
implied and to take one more step in the same 
direction in order to bring him to an open and 
explicit recommendation that these t ‘bts of 
the rebel States be assumed and paid by the 
General Government. Ie thinks the question 
of liability is an open and not a foreclosed one, 
and that itis ‘‘ worthy the consideration of Con- 
eress and thie country’’ whether the refusal of 


Congress to guaranty the payment of these | 


debts 


would not be a *‘ violation of good faith”’ 
on the part of the nation; and the ground of 


hi opinion is, that Congress has ‘‘ displaced 


what he terms the ‘‘ State gov- 
f the rebel States—meaning the 
1, disloyal, unauthorized governments 

hich he, without any warrant from the Con- 
iitution and in the exercise of usurped pow- 
ers, hastened to establish over these States in 
the absence 

Not in the 
there Lo be 


or aby slishe «”’ 
crnment ol 


wret¢ he 


of Congress. 
political history of the world is 


'| the South—statutes 
| creation of gove rnmenta in those States 
| upon broad principles 


found & position more utterly un- | 


tenable and absurd, or more pernicious to the | 


liberties of the peop le had it been allowed to 
prevail, than that assumed by Mr. Johnson 
after the surrender of the rebels and obstinately 


adhered to by him to this very hour. 


'| for the complete subordination and “ 


In his proclamations for the reéstablishment | 


of State governments in the rebel States he cor- 
rectly declared that the rebellion in its revolu- 
tionary progress had deprived the people of those 
Sti te s of ‘all civil government ;’’ he correctly 
declared it was the duty of the President ** to 
take care that the laws be faithfully executed ;’4 
and he referred to the right source of power when 
he cited the fourth section of the fourth article 
of the Constitution, providing that ‘‘ the United 
States shall guaranty to every State in the Union 
a republican form of government.’ 

is first amazing and unaccountable blunder 
was that he mistook himself for the United 
States, and read the guarantying clause of the 
Constitution as if it literally said ‘‘ the Presi- 
dent [not the United States] shall guaranty,”’ 
&e. His next and kindred capital blunder 
was his assumption that it was not only his 
duty ‘*to take care that the laws be faithfully 
exeeuted,’’ but that he had power to prescribe 
or set up fundamental institutions or laws for 
the disorganized States of the Union. 

Arrogating to himself these gigantic law- 
making powers, which by their very nature in 
no wise pertain to the Executive as such, which 
the Constitution nowhere coffers upon him, 
but carefully withholds from him by reserving 
them to the legislative disposing power of the 
‘*United States,’’ he presumed to take into 
his own hands and to subject to the poor, falli- 
ble judgment of a single individual the immense 
work of 
republican governments in the disorganized 
States of the Union. 


restoring civil order and guarantying | 


NDIX TO THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Veto Message—Mr. Lawrence. 
What though the question arose as to w hat 
is a republican government? He alone would 
determine it! What though the question arose 
as to whether the loyal people of the South 
should enjoy the blessings of liberty and gqual 
laws or be crushed down beneath the iron 
heel of the defeated rebels? He alone would 
determine it! What though the question arose 
as to whether these States should be organized 
upon loyal principles and a loyal basis or 
revamped out of the hostile debris of the 
defeated rebel class? He alone would deter- 
mine it! After the rebellion 
down more than a half million of loyal citi- 
zens and imposed a debt of 
upon the labor of the country, what though 
the que stion arose as to what great guarantees 
were needed by the nation in order, to guard 
the interests and the blood of its people and to 
make its own life secure in the future? He 
alone would determine what they should be! 
Mean time, according to the presidential idea, 
the representative bodies of the nation—the 
honorable Senate of the United States and this 
honorable House—should have sat suginely 
by, abdicating their powers, abandoning their 
sacred duties, and tamely registering his im- 
perious decrees! Had Congress submitted to 
this it would have been guilty of a betrayal of 


had stricken | 


3538,000,000,000 | 


the people unequaled in a free country, and | 
| covered itself with an infamy which history 


would have blushed to record. 

Setting at nought these monstrous assump- 
tions on the part of the Executive, Congress 
has sapanames in the discharge of its duty to 


the nation and to posterity. In the face oor 


| teeth of the President it has provided the great 


|/amendment pending before 


and vitally-needed guarantees of liberty, of 
material interest, and future national safety, 
which are embodied in the constitutional 
the country. It 


| has enacted statutes of reconstruction, which 
|| have restored order and given protection to the 


friends as well as the enemies of the Union in 
which will lead to the 
based 
of liberty, friendly to 


| the Government of the United States, and fitted 


safely to resume the cast-off relation of repre- 
sentation and political power in the Union. 
And, as a matter of course, it has provided 
displace- 
ment’’ of those little arrangements of the 
President which he, without any more author- 
ity than he has over the moon, had built up 
out of the defeated rebel element. Infatuated 
with the one fixed idea that for all purposes of 
reegnstruction the representatives of the people 
should stand aside; that for all these great 
purposes the text of the Constitution should be 
seat ‘‘Andrew Johnson’’ in place,.of the 
** United States,’’ he obstinately sticks to the 
assertion that those little, unwarranted, dis- 
loyal affairs of his, are sound, proper, constitu- 
tional State governments. Vitiated by this 


absurd assumption, from which his reasonings 
| proceed and on which his conclusions are 


based, the entire superstructure he builds is a | 


huge sophism and folly. 





Veto Message. 


SPEECH OF HON. W. LAWRENCE, 


OF OT0, 
Ix tue Hovse oF REPRESENTATIVES, 
July 20, 1867, ‘ 
On the President’s veto message. 


Mr. LAWRENCE, of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
I propose as briefly as I can to consider some 
features of the veto message, to show that its 
positions are not well taken, and that the only 
remedy for the evils that afflict the country is 
the impeachment and removal of the President, 
for which there is abundant cause. I will not 
discuss allthe causes already known to the pub- 
lic, much less those locked up in the evidence 








| when revealed, will speak for itself in a may. 





(July 20, 
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taken before the Judiciary Committe e, Which, 
ner not to be mistake on. 

And first, as to the veto message. 

By the two acts of Congress of the 2d and 
23d March last provision is made for the reo, 
ganization of civil State governments in ten o 
the rebel States. The bill now vetoed is sup 

plementary to those acts, and is designed to 
carry out their purposes. 

The President states two features of this bil] 
to which he objects. He says: . 

“It is declared that the intent of theso acts was: 
First , that the existing governments in the ten ‘rebel 
Sts ates” ‘were not legal State governments;’ and sec 


ond, ‘that thereafter said gove rnments, if continued, 
were to be continued subject in all respects to the 


military commanders of the r respec tive districts and 


to the paramount authority of Congress. 


ments in the te on rebel States 
|| governments, 


» 9? 


Now, sir, I affirm ‘ that the existing eprern- 
are not legal Stat 
and that Congress in continuing 
them temporarily as provisional governme nts 
has the right, and itis their duty, to make them 


| by law ‘subject in all respects to the military 








| the 


| Const.: 


commanders and to the paramount authority 
of Congress.”’ 

In seven of the ten rebel States the existing 
State governments are illegal, because they are 
creations resulting from executive usurpation 
in flagrant violation of the Constitution, and 
the crime of the President is all the more glar- 
ing and palpable because of his persistent rec 
ognition of those illegal creations and the de- 
nial of the rightful power of Congress to control 
the work of reorganization, and still more by 
the corrupt exercise of power and omission of 
duties by the President in support of this usurp 
ation and denial. The remaining three of the 
ten State governments are illeg: al because not 
authorized or ratified by Congress. 

In proof of all this I appeal to historical 
facts and to the Constitution. During the years 
1860 and 1861 eleven of the States adopted 
ordinances or acts of secession purporting to 
withdraw them from the Union. The seceding 
States were organized into a confederacy called 
the confederate States of America, with Jeffer- 
son Davis as president, with a Congress, re 
all the forms of government, in many respec 
similar to that of the United States. The pre- 
existing loyal State governments were super 
seded by State organization acknowledging 
allegiance to the confederacy and requiring of 
all State officers an oath to support the consti- 
tution of the rebel State and the confederate 
States. Thus a rebellion against the Govern- 
ment of the Union was organized, which, after 
more than four years of war, was suppressed 
by the capture of Jefferson Davis May 10 and 
the surrender of the last rebel army, May 26, 
1865, when flagrant war ceased. 

Prior to this the rebel State organizations 
having been practically overthrown in all or 
large portions of Tennessee and Arkansas, the 
loys ‘al people in each by voluntary conventions, 
held in pursuance of no law, organized loyal 
State governments in the mere exercise of the 
right of petition to Congress for recognition as 
law fulState governments. (House Mis. Doc. 
55, first session Thirty- Ninth Congress.) But 
the power of reorganization did not revert to 
people, because it was ‘‘ delegated to the 
United States.’ (Art. 10 Amendments to 
1 Blackstone Com., 162; Coke Litt., 
13; Angel on Corp., sec. 766; Glover on 
Municipal Corp., 408.) When the State gov- 
ernments were destroyed their powers ceased 
and the right of reorganization vested in Con- 
gress. (Const. , art. 4, sec, 4.) 

A joint resolution of ‘Congress restoring 
eee to her oe in the Union was 
passed and approved July 24, 1866. This is 
the only one of the rebel States restored. 

In the western counties of the original State 
of Virginia a voluntary convention, held at 
Wheeling in 1861, in pursuance of no statute, 
organized a new State government, purporting 
to be for the whole of the State, but which 
was put in operation over only a portion of 1 
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iently consented to the 
erection of the new State of West Virginia, 
1 has been and is recognized by and rep- 
rest camel in Congress, and thus made valid. 
The original Wheeling government, after the 
erection of West Virginia, was transferred to 


This government st ee 
St 


\lexandria, where its jurisdiction was limited 
and nominal until after the surrender of Lee, 
in April, 1865, when it was transferred to 
bic hmond, and has ever since exercised juris- 
liction over all of Virginia, not including West 
Virginia; byt Congress has steadily refused to 
recognize it as a valid State government, and it 
remains without any Senator or Representa- 
tive in Congress. 

On the 1lth of March, 1864, General Banks, 
in command of the Union forces at New 
Orleans, issued his military order No. 35, 

Llouse Report 16, second session Thirty-Nint 
Congres under which a convention was 
called representing only a small part of Louis- 
iana. A constitution was adopted, submitted 
to and approved by a majority of the people 
in the ps wishes represented in convention, and 
a State government put in operation which has 
continued its functions, but bei ing a mere mil- 
itary creation for war { never 
been recognized as a State government, and so 
has remained without any Senator or Repre- 
sentative in Congress.* : 

Andrew Johnson became President in April, 
L865. , 

In the remaining seven of the rebel States, 
to wit, North Car lina, ria, 
‘Texas, Alabama, South Carolina, and lori la, 
the military power while ‘+h suppressed the rebel- 
lion broke up and de troyed the respective 
State governments ther rein and drove from 
pore r and place the officers who had adminis- 
tered them. Repeated military orders of the 
Pri sident compl ted this work.+ 

[r this condition of affairs all men of all par- 
ties agreed that State governments should 
reorganized, but it was soon found that 


urposes it ha 


Mississippi, Geor 


’ 








there 
were wide diffe rences of opinion as to the time 
when reorganization was 


practicable, the ferms 

The Judiciary Committee of the Senate at the 
second session of the Thirty-Eighth Congress made a 
uD animo jus report refusing to admit Senators, in 
which it is said: 

* The persons in possession of the local authorities 
in Louisiana having rebelled against tie authority 
of the United States, and her inhabitants having 
been declared to be in a state of insurrection in pur 
suance of alaw passed by the two Houses of Congress, 
your committee deem it improper for this body to 


admit to seats Senators from Louisiana till by some 
joint action of both Houses there shall be some recogni- 
tion of an existing Stat yvernment acting in harm ony 
with the Government of the United States and recog 








nizing its authority.”’—Senate J2eport 127, secon 1 ses- 
sion Thirty-Eighth Congress 

This must be so, or in case of conflicting govern- 
ments the Senate might recognize one government 
the House another, and the President still another. 

fOn the 12th of April, 1865, President Lincoln 
directed Maj. Gen. Weitzel to withdraw any permis- 
sion for the insurgent Legislature of Virginia to meet. 

Miasissippi. 

1865, May 10.—Governor Clark called an 
sion of the Legislature for the 18th to order a State 
convention. 

May 21.—Major General Canby telegraphed as fol 
lows to Major General Warren, commanding the 
department: “‘Bydirection of the President, you will 
not recognize any officer of the confederate or State 
government within the limits of your command : 
authorized to exercise in any manner whatever the © 
functions of their late offices. You will prevent, by 
force if necessary, any attempt of any of the L, egisla- 
tures of the States in insurrection to assemble for 
legislative purposes, an l will imprison any members 
Or othe r porsons who may attempt to exercise these 
functions in opposition to your orders.”’ 


extra s¢ 


Georgia. 
1865, May 3.—Governor Joseph E. Brown issued a 
proclamation calling an extra meeting of the Legisla- 
ture for the 22d, 
May 14.—Major General Gillmore issued an order 
annulling this proclamation and directing the per- 
sons interested not to heed it. 


Nouth Carolina. 

1865, May 2.—Governor Mi: ugrath issued a proclama- 
tion that the confederate stores within the State 
should be turned over to State officers, to be distrib- 
uted among the people. 

May 8.—Governor Magrath summoned the State 
officers to Columbia to resume their duties 


May 14.—Major General Gillmore issued an order | 
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Veto Me SsSade Mr. Lawr nee 
on which it should be done, and the authori 
rightfully entitled to control it. 

Che districts of country composing these 
geographical States were left with a population 
owing alls egiance to the General Government, 
but without any civil State government.* The 
President, in pursuance of 
appointed assessors and collectors of internal 
revenue, collectors of customs, postmasters 
and other national oflficers.+ 

Now, in this condition of affairs, if the Pres- 
ident assumed and exercised great powers which 
could only be rightfully exercised by Congress ; 
if he denied to Congress powers that belon | 
to them: or if he deni | 
states s 





the national laws, 


yvereign powers inherent in them, and 


) y . , , 
undertook to set up a policy for these States, 
} c ahd 
disfranchising nearly half their population, a 
in gross violation of th » Constitution and 





duties; and if he prostitute d all his powers and 
others usurpe iby 
yoses and to place the government of the coun 


try in the hands of rebels and traitors, then 





he guilty of hich crime ind misdemean 
deserving impeachment. The evidence already 
before the country abundantly prov him 
guliby of all 11S. 

The subject nas b 7 ) { tly na ft 
discussed to admit of dout 
the jo ul nt t 3 l f 
ercise of its | tive pow ( 
rent ad on Sena ind Repres« \ 


up ion which restoration shall be made an 
governn 
people by voluntary conventions organize gov- 
ernments they may be ratified by Congress and 
thus made valid. 

All this is asserted in the Constitution,|} has 
rmined by the Supreme Court,? has 


1ents are re} ib in in form. 


been de Le 


annulling the Governor’s acts, and notifying the per- 
sons interested not to heed his proclamations. 
Florida. 

1865, April8.—Abraham K. Allison, president of the 
rebel Senateof Florida, announcedthe death of John 
Milt ‘on, rebel Governor, and appointed June 7 for 
ele on of a successor. 

Maw 14.—Major General Gillmore issued an order 
annulling this proclamation, and commanding the 
people to give itno heed whatever. (MecPherson’s 
Manual for 186 » pp. 19, 20, 22, 24. 

*Tnsevensolemn proclamations the President seven 
times over declared that “‘the rebellion which has 
been waged by a portion of the people of the United 
States against the properly constituted authoriti 
if the Government thereof in the most violent and 
revolting form, but whose organized and armed forces 
have now been almost entirely overcome, has, in it 
revolutionary progress, deprived the people of [the 
seven States! of all civil government.” 

t Proclamation of 29th of May, 1865 











tSenate Report second session 7 y-! t 
Congress: Luther Borden Hlow i he rt, 1 
Sherman’s speech senate, Feb. 26, : 2 Bisho; 
Criminal Law, see. 1224, note; Federalist No. 21, 43. 


Article four, section four, declares: 

‘The United States shall guaranty to every State 
in this Union a republican form of government, and 
shall protect each of them against inv n:; and on 
application of the Legislature 
when the Legislature cannot be convened) aga 
domestic violence.”’ 





his is found in connection with clauses relat 
to the admission of new States, t reat t 
State governments, and in relat nt i j t vio 
lence, and, on the maxim fer a 8 2, 1 
the power of Congr to orgal Sin vert 
ments when old ones are destroyed by rebelli 


?In Luther vs. Borden (7 Howard Report, 1) Chief 
Justice Taney says: 


= nd r the Constitution it rests with ¢ rress to 
decide what overnment ia ft r l . tL one wma 
State; for as the United States guaranties to each 
State a republican government CONGRESS must ne- 


cessarily dec le wh wt government s estat sine VY a 
State before it can determine whether it is republican 
or not. And when the Senators and Representatives 
of a State are admitted into the councils of tl 
Union the authority of the gcovernment under which 
the xy are appointed, as well as ils republican character, 
is recognized by the proper constitutional a 
and ITs decision ts binding on EV ERY OTHER DI ART 
MENT of the Government.”’ 

**Undoubtedly a military covernment established 
as the permanent government of a State would not 
be a republican governm nt, and it would be the 
duty of Congress to over »w it.”"—/ leming vs. Page, 
9 Howard, 615: Or v Ha -rison, 16 Howard, 194 
Federalist, | : Hallec k Int ternational Law, 785. 








uthority; 





SSLON Al, GL OB B. 


| 


again and again by the President, f and has never 


been denied until it became ** his policy’’ to 


so.t If it were conceded that the -lresident 
: : 

during the war might in the absence ot at 
straining statute appoint military yvernors and 


establish military rovernments yet these could 


exist as such and du 1 a state of war, for 

Chief Justice Taney declared that would 
be the duty of Cong to overthrow’? such 
rovernment in ex iv ft power to ¢ tab 
lish civil government 

i military power Ca t, without ne 
tion of Congr Lane? l ov 
ernment for times of peace. 

When flagrant war ct 1 an ‘* extraor 
dinary occa vd \ rade it 
} , }), 





? } , 
tt duty, which he W I iry tor 
this and other pat he issued 1 sol 
emn proclamations, assumin \ t 1 
civilian provi ) ul ern lg 

; : ; 

tary comm mana l LLY | 
( l of t ( SS Li \ 

Un t} e ZUtn \i \ is , i n 

Comamceent } Mar 

Yn ’ 7 
vol. 57, p. 1143, 

That in order to close agitation upon 1estion 
which seems likely to disturb t rection of the Gov 
ernment, as well as to quiet the uncertainty which is 
agitating the minds of they pleof th leven States 
which have been declared to be in ir erect no 
Senator or Representative shall b vd tted into 
either branch of Congress from any of is 3 
until Congress shall have declared such States enti 


tled to such representation 

Che exclusive power of Cone 
edly asserted by the Senate (Shermatr sped in 
, February 26, 1866) before Mr. Johnson became 
President, and by the bill passed by Congress and 
referred to in President Lincoln’ roclar n of 
July 8 1864, and sinee by the report of the 
Committee on Reconstruct Ju ] j 
February 13, 1866, (louse . 5d, 1 
Thirty-Ninth Congress; House Report fit ( 
sion Thirty-Ninth Congress,) the m y of the 
committe consisting of the President nd 
practic ally conceding that | 
ized; and by the joint a) t : q 
admitting Tennessee: and by the acts of Congress of 
March 2 and 23, 1867; and by the bill now vetoed. 


Senate 





+ In per execul ve document 26 rst session 
[Thirty-Ninth Congress, page 60) is the following, 
written by ord r of the President: 


W. L. SHARKEY, 
Provisional Governor of Mis ‘ , Jackson: 


Your telegram of the 2lst has been received. The 


President sees no r on t iterfere with General 
SI im’s proceed | nine it Scat 
will be provisior il onl ul 1 th il 
hall be restored with the approval ( 
Meanwhile military authority cannot be withdrawn. 
WLLLLAM H WARD 
Same document, pace 205, is the followir 
j STATI 
\ 1 
Sin: Your excel I ult . 
“ t i mi been 
; , I> 
ed i l i i i ps 
to which refers toward reorgani ern 
1ent of Fiorida seem to } nair u nd 
Lire f 1 th a ped Lhe pi 
imp 1 to which t | i n rel however, 
in favor of insurgents whon ' it und whio 
ma l ippliedtor it not re ved tl r pardons, 
I tent i pproy ! Allappli Lions tor pardons 
li } luly | i 1 will } l l of 
Q n ins | 1 vle It must howey 
ilst y una oct th I toratiol w 
ir pr ion I y ubject to | 
10 [ ¢ 
i ha ne hono! your excellen j 
rvant, 
WILLIAM H WARD 
His I lenev JV raw Mari ] f 
’ t} Ni at f Florida. J 
SC¢ qi! os yl. PD. } fj i N i } 
Congress, vol. 1. If th I I ( re 
necessary to give validity tot President’s acts, tl 
prior authority of Congress in the form of law was 
necessary to authoriz 
t President's annual message De er, 1865; mes 
} 


sage of June 22,18 essage of July 24, 18 procia 
mation of Aucust Is senate Ex. Doe. 32, second 
session Thirty-Ninth Congress, } 


89: . 
ternal Ll L ‘ io 

nate Ex. Do first session Thir Ninth Con 
gre p. 2. 





24 _AP PEN 


Ilo. or Reps. 


William W. Holden provisional governor of 
th tate of North Carolina. 

On the 15th of June, 1865, one appointing 
Wiltiam LL. Sharkey provisional governor of 
the State of Mississippi. 

Quthe L7th of June, 1865, one appointing 


fxes Johnson provisional governor of the 


State of Georgia. 


nthe 17th of June, 1865, one appointing 
\iexander J. Hamilton provisional governor 
of the State of Texas. 

On the 2ist of June, 1865, one appointing 
Lewis kX. Parsons provisional governor of the 
State of Alabama. 

On the 30th of June, 1865, one appointing 


Benjamin KF. Perry provisional governor of 


the State of South Cc arolina. 

On the 3th of July, 1865, one appointing 
William Marvin provisional governor of the 
State of Florida. 

Chese proclamations respectively declared it 


to be the (uty of each Governor in his State 
"Atthe earlic 
le 


st practicable period to prescribe such 


ru and regulations as may be ne cessary and proper 
forconvening aconvention, composed of delegates to 
be sen by that portion of the people of said State 

10 are loyal tothe United States, and no others, for 
t| purpose olf altering or amending the constitution 
ther wd witha authority to exercise within the 
limi said State, all the powers neccssary and 
pi to enal ble such loyal people of the State of 
North Cau lina to restore said State to its constitu- 


tional relations to the Federal Government, and to 


present su hh a republican form of State government 
it ill entitle the State to the guarantee of the Uni- 
ted | Stutes therefor, and its people to protection by 
the United States against invasion, insurrection, and 
domestic violence: Provided, That in any election | 
that may be hereafter held for choosi ing delegates to 
any State convention, as aforesaid, no person shall 


be qualified as an elector, or shall be eligible as a | 
member of such convention, unless he shall have 
previously taken the oath of aumnesty, as set forth in 
the President’s proclamation of May 29, A. D. 1865, 


aud isa voter qualified as preseribed by the consti- 
tution and laws of the State in force immediately 
before the 20th day of May, 1861, the date of the so- 
called ordins ince of secession; and the said conven- 
tion when convened, or the Legislature that may be 
thereafter assembled, will prescribe the qualification 
of electors and the eligibility of persons to hold 
offiee under the constitution and laws of the State, 


a& power the pe opie of the several States composing 
the lederal Union have rightfully exercised from 
the origin of the Government to the present time.”’ 


And the President did direct— 


* That the military commander of the department, 
and alloffiicers and persons in the military and naval 
Rervice, 
in carrying into effect this proclamation, and they 
are enjoined to abstain from in any way hindering, 
impeding, or discouraging the loyal people from the 
organization of a State government, as herein author- 

zed. 
Ch 


e oath of amnesty was as follows: 


“[, —--——, do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) in pres- 
ence of Almighty God, that [ will henceforth faith- 
fully support, protect, and defend the Constitution 


the United States and the Union of the States 
thereunder; and that I will, in like manner, abide 
by and faithfully support all laws and proclamations 
which have been made during the existing rebellion 
with re . rence tothe emancipation of slaves: So help 
me God. 


ol 


By these proclamations the President usurped 
the power to create an office unknown to the 
Constitution or ae to fill that office with in- 
cumbents holding by the tenure of his pleas- 
without the ‘‘advice and consent of the 
Senate,’’ with a salary fixed by no law but his | 
will,? and to be paid out of the publie ‘Treas- 
ury in violation of law.{t He assumed the 
power to « inthis these officers with authority to 
cause elections to be held for members of con- 
ventions, to create State governments by amend- 
ing State constitutions in a mode different from 
that prescribed therein|| and without the sanc- 


ure, 


*The appointment says: “ You will hold the office 
during the ploasure of the President.’”’—NSenate Ew. 
Doe, 26, first session Thirty-Ninth Congress. 


f The appointment says: “* Your compensation will 

bo at the ri ate of $3,000 a year from this date,’’—NSen- 
e dix, Doe, 26, first session Thirty-Ninth Congress, 
"li 


Act F 
646, sec. 2 


bruary 9, 1868, 12 U. S. Statutes-at-Large, 


| As anexample, ee four, section two of thecon- 
stitution of North Ca lina, as amended in Novem- 
ber, 1835, provides th at’ no part of the constitution 


aid and assist the said provisional governor | 


(DIX TO THE CON 


| prescribed, and excluding the loyal freedmen, 


of this State shall bealtered unless a bill to alter the |} 


{GRESSION 
Veto Message—Mr. Lawrence. 


tion of Congress ; he prescribed the qualifica- 
tions* of electors andof members of the con- 
ventions, requiring of eachan oath not required 
by the former constitutions or laws of the 
States; by his edicts enfranchising every rebel? 
in these States who would take the oath he 


constituting nearly half the population of these | 
States,{ from all right to participate in elee- 


+ 
- ej 


all have been read three times in each Honse 
of the General As sembly andagreed to by three fifths 
of the whole number of members of each House re 

spectively; nor shall any alteration take place until 
the bill so agreed to shall have been published six 
months previous to a new election of members to the 


General Assembly.” 


same sh 


* This is practically a conceded us urpation by the | 
President's annual message of December 4, 1865, when 
in dise ussing rr the propriety of attempting to make”’ 


* * “electors by the proclamation of | 
the Executive,” he saya “‘such an_act would have | 
been assumption of power by the President which | 


nothing in the Constitution or laws of the United 
States would havo warranted.”’ | 


t A large majority of the white voters eitherengaged 
in rebellion or save aid and comfort thereto in these | 
































States.—Senate Ev. Doe. 3, first session Thirty-Ninth | 
Congress, p.2; Howse Ex. Doc. 81, first session Thirty- 
Ninth Congress. 

t Statement showing (1) the numberof males, white and 
colored, over twenty years of ageineach State and Ter- 
ritory according to the United States census of 1860, | 
and (2)the estimated number of the saine in 1866. 

1860. 1866. 
Estimated. 

Alabama........ ssdbrndle obtchnes seukabbia 214,972 184,000 

POE Gs. vrattecckstiatesetipssitoodainns 98,553 87,500 

California 208,593 234,500 

Connecticut. 130,258 1: 52°00 

Dolaware 27,108 31,000 

Florida............ Se en : soit 33,000 

Georgia 211,000 | 

[llinois... 256 588,000 

Indiana 319'393 410,000 
IED iscunsnncpaindepane Sestdibebeyesees 164,886 206,000 | 

NON .cksniscactab evaded scircee 31,121 52,500 

id 266,231 P84 500 | 

DUIINNL... 5 choksididuubsunteionsdueeces 194,179 174,500 | 

OE eee 168,086 178,500 | 

Maryland a 166,400 186,000 | 

IR aca dinanpien vee 341,687 375,000 | 

Ee WOMINIITNED ccacerontcioned tanta sonnsed 202,317 252,500 | 

UMNO: :ccsreveuvesbelx cei Vicia 48,247 80,000 | 

Mississippi........ ee ee 177,114 159,000 | 

Missouri..... 290,775 310,000 | 

Nebraska.. 9,894 27,000 

Nevada. a 5,698 22,000 

New Hampshire .. 92,103 97,000 

New Jersey ............s000 -s -178, 782 195,000 

ON Wa hisses ac dachsaweiseenesds “1,040,380 1,080,000 

North Carolina............. 217,455 191,000 

Ohio.. 662,000 

Ore gon . 33,000 

Pennsy]VAami®....ccccc.eosesecesesocoeee 872,000 

Rhode Island... 52,000 

South Carolina 5 132,000 

Tennessece.......... ssileahtiediiies ohisa'iiiiiaiel 245,894 253,000 | 

i ticle Meat eer hia 43,825 146,000 | 

OE nicianensiy en eurewsieosedinnp ss 87,656 95,000 

Vi irginia........ 369,286 237,000 | 

West Virginia - 88,000 | 

eS sci canccd tndenoeceeate ieee 199,145 245,000 

7,946,331 8,616,500 | 

ITN. ncntissilavnmnatapstabboanige tent 3,500 | 

IID onus dedeulsds deeded <enbsveneshtes ; 32, AO 

DRO UNG sebicdcasttcktitt 900. | 

Idaho..... - 5,000 

New Mexico........... 22,250 | 

SI osetia eiccimee. S. 16,000 | 

We ERG OOM isc vcinets .octiccecdiondactls 10,000 | 

District of Columbia............... 28,000 | 

Total. 7,934,071 8,734, 650 


Statement showing the number of males, white and col- 
ored, over twenty years of age in each State and Ter- 
ritory according to the United States censua of 1860, 












W hite. Colored. 
a aa cll 118,516 96,456 
COE. cnintcisvtestnishiavitediltiae 73,741 24,842 
NE a ee ae stehecks 206,254 2,339 
Cometh os vcks icisickc didi dacs 127,978 2280) 
OAINIOND. hi siisinttsdcintindodshitind 22,429 4,679 
Filorida......... 18.687 14,049 
I cic cepcindedenctsiitalibe 132,317 97,024 
ee ee ae 439,305 1,951 
ONIN, ss citthnthdenteeliaeedianiil 316,679 2,714 
RO nihil sdk cctteebcndidls 164,596 20M) 
Kansas.. 30,972 149 
Kentucky .. Sieadbtot idiets 217, 769 48,462 
ee RR ees 98,143 96,036 
Maine..... 167.7 362 
Maryland.. I 38,020 
Massachusetts . satis 339,085 2,602 | 
Michigan skins othe welll 200,419 1,808 | 
Minnesota ...............008 18,183 O4 
Carried forward.................. 2,851,167 434,227 | 


AL GLOBE. 





[July 20, 


40TH CoNG..... Ist Sess 
tions or otherwise in political power. He put 
itin the power of the rebels, contrary to " 8 
former convictions of duty,* to institute gO\ 


ernments forever denying the freedmen the 
political and civil rights of citizenship, and this 


















Ww. hite. Colored 
Brought forward 851,167 434.907 
Missis sippi Se aan aed 83,108 Of Ane 
Missouri............... 267 889 29 aR 
New Hampshire 91954 "49 
TI hk nessncianel 167,442 6,299 
Cle C as 1,027,305 13.07 
North Carolina... 143,149 74.306 
i isavciicdieisins 562,466 8709 
CN ERs asad dealin illbiciibe 7,730 : 
PONNsSVIVAMid ..........cccccccccescscecs 702,299 13.630 
Rhode Island.......... 46,417 1.023 
South Carolina ... 68,003 $7,645 
‘Tennessec............ 189,126 56,768 
ID cs Seaes iiencmatcusibenticis 106,070 $79 
WONG ss ccdekie cbdsccncincd UhCéstOhedesned 87,462 10 
Virginia (including West Vir- 

UID} ssedcveneroonen aviaicnaliiilvess 245,683 123,603 
III i iiic Shiaclina sesncadun Cenaanel 198,792 353 
Nebraska......... Spvhidebesvir Obcdahhnes 9,878 16 
Nevada....c.-...0.0- piandibdiedhass iodine 5,666 2 

6,871,611 974,72 

Nn col iia they pocnscdaoestibapensie 30,695 33 
Ns bb. dcad dchosi Giscsecs obedd0s cbvecune 970 . 
New Mexico......... 22,499 20 
I gic ocnseis ntonnceds 6,394 25 
MII occ aie ce: ace eienticanee a 8,412 16 
District of Columbia................. 15,745 2,729 

p | REE er OTS 6,956,526 977,545 


“Tt was a maxim of ancient jurisprudence that a 
slave had not any country of his own; he acquired 
with his liberty an admission into the political soci 
ety of which his patron was a member.”’—1 Gibbons 
Rome, ch, 2, p. 46. 


* Andrew Johnson, in his Nashville speech of June 
9, 1864, is thus reported: 

‘**But in calling a convention to restore the State 
who shallrestore and reéstablish it? ‘Shall the man 
who gave his influence and his means to destroy the 
Government? Ishe to participate in the great work 
of reorganization? Shall he who brought this mis 
ery upon the State be permitted to control its desti 
nies? If thisbeso,thenall this precious blood of our 
brave soldiers and officers so freely poured out will 
have been wantonly spilled, all the glorious victo- 
ries won byour noble armies will go for nought, and 
all the battle-fields which have been sown with dead 
heroes during the rebellion will have been made mem- 
orable in vain, 

**Whzy all this carnage and devastation? It was 
that treason might be put down and traitors pun 
ished. Therefore I say that traitors should take a 
back seat in the work of restoration. If there be but 
five thousand men in Tennessee loyal to the Consti 
tution, loyal to freedom, loyal to justice, these tru 
and faithful men should control the work of reorgan 
ization and reformation absolutely. I say that the 
traitor has ceased to be a citizen, and in joining the 
rebellion has become a public enemy. He forfeited 
his right to vote with loyal men when he renounced 
his citizenship and sought todestroy our Gov ernment. 
We say to the most honest and industrious foreigner 
who comes from England or Germany to dwell among 
us and to add to the wealth of the country, ‘Before 
youean be a citizen youmust stay here for fiv e years. 
If wo are so cautious about foreigners, who volunta- 
rily renounce theirhomes to livewith us, what should 
we sry tothe traitor, who, although born and reared 
among us, has raised a parricidal hand against the 
Government whichalways protected him? My judg 
ment is that he should besubjected to asevere ordeal 
before he is restored to citizenship. A fellow who 
takes the oath merely to save his property and denies 
the validity of theoath isa perjured man, and not to 
be trusted. Before these repenting rebels can be 
trusted let them bring forth the fruits of repentance. 
He who helped to make all these widows aol orphans, 
who draped the streets of Nashville in mourning, 
should suffer for his great crime. The work is in our 
own hands. We can destroy this rebellion. With 
Grant thundering on the Potomac before Richmond, 
and Sherman and Thomason their mareh toward 
Atlanta, theday willerelong be ours. Willany madly 

ersist in rebellion? Suppose that an equal number 
ce slain in every battle, it is plain that the result 
must be the utter extermination of the rebels. Ah! 
these rebel leaders have a strong personal reason for 
holding out to save their necks from the halter; and 
these leaders must feel the power of the Government. 
Treason must be made odious, and traitors must be 
punished and impoverished. Theirgreat plantations 
must be seized and divided intosmall farms, andsold 
to honestyindustrious men. The day for protecting 
the lands and negroes of these authors of the rebel- 
lion is past. It is high time it was. I have been 
most deeply pained at some things which have come 
under my observation. We get men in command, 
who, under the influence of flattery, fawning, an 

caressing, grant protection to the rich traitor, while 
the poor Union man stands out in thecold, often un- 
able to gota receipt or a voucher for his losses. [Cries 
of *That’s so!’ from all parts of the crowd. } 

In his remarks at an interview with citizens of 
In: liana, April 21, 1865, he said 

‘} hold it ag asolomn obligation in any one of these 





APPEN 


1 ym 
Lob). 


{OTH CONG.... ist SESS. 


icliberate disfranchisemeut was consummated 
y consti tions creat 
as if the wrongs inflicted 
very upon an unoffending race were notalready 
ugh without adding the domination of reb- 
And these constitutions were forced upon 
without any vote of the people to 
tify them.T 
[he President, conceding the justice of de- 
manding terms of restoration, { prescribed such 
as 's hediet ated, || ignoring the rights of Congress, 
ind in obedience to his will governments were 
rganized, Governors, Legislat and all the 
icers of States chosen, and Senators and 


ed by these conventions, 


Dy centuries Of sia 


1e States 


ures, 





, . } Y 
hye presentatives were ciected to Congress not 
coutormity with law, generally rebels who 
vuld not take the test oath. 
States where the rebel armies have been beat en back 
or expelled—I[ care not how small the aumber of 


Union men, ifenough to man i hoshipof St ate— i hold 


it, Lsay, a high duty to protect and secure to them a 
republican form f government. rhisis no new opin- 
mm. Ut is expressed in conformity with my under 
tanding of the genius and oe ot our Govern- 
ment. Then in adjusting net tting the Govern- 
mont upon its le@s again [t ‘k tl ) progress ft bps 
work must pass into the hands f ts friends. If : 

State is to be nursed until it again gets strength it 


must bo nursed by its friends, not smothered by its 


enemics.’”’ 
Senate 
gress. 


Ex. Doc. 26, first session Thirty- Ninth Con- 


»n Reeonstruction No 
yngress. 


Report of 


2 45 
0, irst 


joint Committee 


Thirty-Ninth C 


The President, in his first message to Congress, a 
pauper in which by the Constitution it was made his 
duty to give Congress information of the state of the 
Union, and recommend their consideration such 
Measures as he shall consider just and suflicient, 
declared that “it is not too much to ask in the name 
of the whele peop le that”’ , . . : “the 
ey ides nee of the sincerity in the future maintenance 
of the Union shall be put beyond any doubt by the rat- 
ification of the proposed amendment to the Constitu- 


session 


tion.” ‘Indeed, it is not too = to require of the 
States which are now resuming their places in the 
family of the Union ti hat they give pledge of perpetual 
loyalty and peace.” ‘ Theam adme nt to the Consti- 
tution being accepted, it would remain ce yr the States 


whose powers have been 30 lon g suspon led to resume 
their places in the two »be une ho national legis 


latureandthereby complete the work of rest 


168 OT t 
” 


ration. 


Senate Ex. Doe. 26, first session Thirty-Ninth 


Concress. 


3 Report 30, first session Thirty-Ninth Congress; 
Report joint Committee on KR struction, p 15; 
Cong.Globo 1865-06, vol. 57; first session Thirty-Ninth 


L621. 


Congress, part 2, p. 


the 


n from the late States 


wore 

Thirty-Ninth Cong 
Alabama—Lewis E. Parsons, George S. Houston. 
Arkansas—Utlisha Baxter, William D. Snow, 
florida—William Marvin, Wilkerson Call. 
Georgia—Alexander H. Stephens, Herschel V. 

Johnson. 
Louisiona- 


- oper s, , - 
meurrectionary 


for reas, jirst session, 





Randall Hunt, Henry Boyee. (R. King 


Cutler and Michael Hahn also claim under a fermer 
election in Oetober, 1S64.) 
Vississippy— William L. Sharkey, James L. Aleorn. 


North Cai 
\ rath 
ning. 
7’ nnessee— David "Fi Patterson, Joseph Ss. Fowler. 
Teras— 
Vi yin “ 


Memorandum.—Mr. A. H. 8 


ool. 
Man- 


olina— William A. Grahan 


Coroltina—LBenjamin F. 


. John I 
Perry, John L. 


John C. Underw rar. 


a delegate 


- yseph Ss 


epnens was 


from Georgi: ¥ to the convention which framed the 
**confederat constitution, and was vice president 
of the fe son federaay " until its downfall. Mr. H. 


Johnson was asenatorin the rebel gress in the 
first and second congresses, as was Mr. Graham, from 
North Carolina. Mr. Pool was a senator in the Le 
gislature of North Carolina. Mr. Perry was a “con 
federate States’? judge. Mr. Manning was a volun 
teer aid to General Beauregar i at Fort Sumter ar nd 
Manassas. Mr. Alcorn was inthe Mississippi mili 


Members of the House of Representatives chosen un" the 
late tnsurrectionary States, 

Al eens C. Langdon, George ¢ 
gral CO i . Battle, Joseph W. 
Thomas J. F she r. 

Arkansas—W illiam Byers, George H. 


M. Johnson, 
Fiorida—F. McLeod. 

(leorgi t—Solomon Cohen, Gen 
{tugh Buchanan, E. G. Cabanis 
1. Christy, General W. T. W 

Louisinna—Louis St. 


‘on 


). Freeman, Gen- 
Taylor, B. T. Pope, 


Kyle, James 


Co rk, 
ews, J. 


‘ral Philip 
. J. D. Matt! 
)fford. 


Martin. Jacob Barker, Rob- 


ert ©. Wickliffe, John E. King, John 8. Ray. (Henry 
©. W armoth claims seat as delegate under universal 





ge election.) 
Missinvippi—Colonel Arthur E. Reynolds, Colonel 
Richard A. Pinson, James T. Harri A. M. West, 
i. G. Peyton. 


North Carolina—Jesse R. 8 iarles C. Clark, 


‘ ; 
tubbs, C! 








‘DIX TO 'THE CONGRES SION AL GLOBE. 


] “eto Dine Lge- 


-Mr. Lawrence. 
The President assumed the right to determ- 
ine when the new State governmer ts should 
go into operation, requiring pro mal gov- 


of the 


express 


the exereise 


by his 


in 
relieved 


** remain 
** antil 


ernors to 
functions ’”’ 
direction.’’* 

While these usurpations were on the 
President quieted the fears of the people by 
assuring them his “‘policy’’ was only ‘an 
experiment,’’+ and that ‘‘the approval of 
Congress’ was necessary ‘‘to restore the 
civil authorities.’’ ft 

Yet, even before this presidential usurpation 
was perfected, in @ solemn official document- 
the message to Congress of June 22, 1866—he 
said: 1} 

* That of the thirty-six States which constitute the 
Union eleven are excluded from representation in 
either House of Congress, although, with ihe single 
exception of Texas, they have be« 


roiling 


yn entirely restored 
to all their functions aa States in conformity with the 
organic law of the land, and have appeared at the 
national Capitol by Senators and Representatives, 





who have applied for and have been refused admis- 
sion to the vacant seats.” 
Thomas C. Fuller, Colonel Josiah Turner, jr., Lewis 


Haines iu. Walkup, Alexander H. Jones. 








Si uth Caro ‘ina—Colonel John D. Kennedy, William 
Aiken, General-Samuel McGowan, Jame s Farrow. 
Tennessee—Nathaniel G. Taylor, Horace May- 


nard, W illiam LB. Stokes, Edmund Cooper, William 
B. Campbell, Samuel M. Arnell, Isaae R. Hawkins, 
John W. 


Texas— 

Virginia—W. H. | 
B. Johnson Barbour, Robert Ridg Beverly A. |} 
Davis, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Robe rt Y. Conrad, | 
Daniel H. Hoge. \| 

Memorandum. — Of the Alahama delegation, Mr. | 
Battle was a general in the rebel army, and Mr. Fos 
ter a representative in the first and second rebel 


congresses 
»k and Wof 


| 
| 
Leftwich. | 


B. Custis, Lucius H. Chandler, 


rway, 


| 

Of the Georgia delegation, Mes a Co 
ford were generals in the rebel s ce 

Of the Mississippi delegati og "Messrs. ynolds | 
and Pinson were colonels in the rebelservice. Mr. 
Harrison was a member of the rebel provisional con 
tress, 

Of the North Carolina delegation, Mr. Fuller was a | 
representative in tho first rebel congress, and Mr. | 
Turner was a colonel in the rebel army and a repre- 
sentative in the second rebel congress. Mr. Brown 
was a member of the State convention which passed 
the secession ordinance in 1861,and voted for it. 

Of the South Carolina delegation, Mr. Kennedy | 
was colonel and Mr. McGowan brigadier general in 
the rebelarmy. Mr. Farrow was a representative in 


the first and second rebel congresses. I 


Of the Virginia delegation, Messrs. Stuart and 
Conrad were members of the secession convention of 
Virginia in 1861, and itinued to participate after 
the gassage of the ordinance and the beginning of 
hosti 
tionary States, Thirty- Ninth 


second session. | 


Claimants from the insurre 
Congre 84, 


In Senate, same as at first session, 
B. Campbell, of South Carolina, vic 
ning, resigned ; and David G. Burnettan 
erts, of Texas, reeently chosen. | 

In oor J. McCaleb Wiley, of Alabama, vice 
George C. Freeman, deceased: and James P. Ham- 
bleton, of Georgia, vice W. T. Wofford; Texas, George 
W. Chilton, Benjamin H. Epperson, A. M. Branch, 
C. Herbert. (Mr. und Mr. Herbert were 
represen tative s in the rebel congress.) 

» Wilson’s speech in Senate May » 1866. Ham 
leto yn was a blockade-runner, and was imprisoned 
‘ 


in Fort Warren. 
Date of McPherson’s Manual for 
Q | 


16-67, pages 17, 28, 
-Ninth | 


except James | 
John L. Man- | 
LO. M. Rob- 


> } 
Branch 


clections—see 
12 


*Senate Doc. 26, first session Thirty 


Congress, p. 47. 


+ Senate Ex. Doe. 2, first session Thirty-NinthC 





one- 
gress, p. 2. Carl Schurz, in his report to the Presi 
dent, transmitted by him to Congress December 19, 
L365, Says: 

* Youinformed methat your‘ policy of reconstrue- 
tion’ was merely experimental and that you would 
‘hange it if the experiment did not lead to satisfac- 
tory results.’’ } 

tSenate Ex. Doc. 26, firat session Thirty-Ninth 
Congress, pp. 60, 205. 

| Message to Congress, June 22, 1866; Senate Ex. 
Doe. 32, second session Thirty-Ninth Congress, p. 15; 





message of July 24, 1866; proclamation of August 20, 
1866. 

On the 3d of April, 18%, the President recognized 
North Carolina as a State by issuing to that State 
agricultural colle gelan d scrip fornearls two hundred 
and se venty thous id : 3of land ander the act of 
July 2, 13862. See j ‘int resolution of C rress of 
March 30, 1867; laws of 1867, p. 283, the 1 imb!} [ 
which is as foll 

“Whereas on the 3d day of April, 18 by the 
authority and direction of the President of the 


United Stat cultural college scrip, covering 





ities. i 





Lio. or Reps: 


And in the veto message now before us the 
President of illegal 
that ‘*‘ Executive recognitio 
has been frequent and unwavering.’ 

When Napoleon III transformed France into 
an empire he submitted the whole subject to a 
vote of the people ; but André 
his work submitted to her 


' 
SavSs these ments 


rover 


1, a8 is well known, 


»w Johnson in 


neit Constitation, 


laws, votes, nor popular will, but defied them 
all. 

It was said in England one time ‘the 
Privy Council came at last to make laws by 
proclamation, and the Star Chamber ruined 
those that would not obey. At last they fell 
together.’’ (2 Lord Hardwick's State Papers, 

73; 4 Hatsell’s Pree., 65n: 2 Chase 1 il 


umed more than 


a “a , 
i Hbecame 


160.) Andrew Johnson ass 
the powers of the Privy C 
his own Star Chamber. 

A President whose conduct 


ounecil an 


‘Sis thus marked 


by every act which may define a tyrant is unfit 
to be the ruler of a free people,’’ and deserves 


impeachment. 

In thus devising 
ment the President 
by & purpose LO 8} 
rebel States rather 
did not act contra 
expressed at an earlier date,7 and which he 


nearly two hundre d and sevent 


a scheme of distranchi 


to have b 


seems 
} } 


eedily seeure pow 


than a sense of duty, 





y to his own convict 


y thousand acres, was 


issued and le livered to the State of N rth Car i. 
under the act of Congress of July 5, 1862, providing 
for agricultural colleges; and whereas by the aan 


Land Office is pow preparing 
manner to the States of \ 


authority the General 
to issue serip in like 


ginia, Georgia, and Mississippi; and whereas said 
action of the President takes for cranted that said 
States are restored to their proper constitutional 
relation to the Union, and are to be recognized in all 


respects as entitled to the rights of the other States 
ofthe Union, which 


fully determine: therefore, be it resolved, Se 


yueation Congresa a ne m right 


* August 15 President Joh 





on sent n 
Exrceotrve 0 
Wasntnetonr, D.C., Augue ] 
Governor W. L. Suarkey, Jackson, Mississippi 
lL am gratified to see that you have organized your 
convention without difficulty. IL hope 
lelay your convention will amend yout 
tution, abolishing slavery and denving to 
Legislatures the power to legislate that ihereis pre} 
erty in man; also that they will ado e aw i 
ment to the Constitution of the United States a 
ishing slavery. If you could extend the eleetiv 
franchise to all persons of color who can read i 
Constitution of the United States in English and 
write their names, and to all persons o ‘lor wl 


own real estate valued at not less than two hundred 
and fifty dollars, and pay taxes thereon, vou would 
completely disarm the adversary and set an example 
the other States will follow. This you can do with 
perfect safety, and you thus place ¢ outhern 
States, in reference to free persons of color, upon | 
same basis with free States. IL hope and u 
vour convention will do this, and, asa juen 
the Radieals, who are wild upon negro franchize, wi!! 
be completely foiled in their attempt to keep th 


es from renewing their relations to the 


scepting their S« naforsand | nresent.- 


ANDREW JOHNSON, 


southern Stat 
Union by nota 


atives, 


President of the Uni i Slates 
tf Andrew Johnson is reported as sayin Laspeech 
at Nashville, October 24, 1864: 
; [, Andrew Johnson, hereby pr slaim libe ty. 
full, broad, unconditional liberty,to every man in 
rennessee. I will be your Moses and lead you 





through the Red sea of struggle and rvitude toa 
future of liberty and peace. Rebs Hi yn and slavery 
hall no more pollute our State. Lé yal nen, whother 
white or black, shall govern the Sts ute.’ 

In his speech at Admiral ] ree ‘ein Wa 
ington, after he became Vice President Mi: 
is reported as saying that to sa ot nior Ww 
willing to cut Africa loose from Asia and sink tl 
whole black race ten thousand fathoms deep.” At 


this point an auditor said, “ Let theneg 

he is, Governor, and give him the b t,and ti 

Union will be safe forever.””’ Mr. Johnson replied, 
ind IT amready for that, too. 


” 





In his interview with George L. October 
3, 1865, he said: 

“Our Government is 2 grand and f uetur 
In searching for its foundation we find it re n ti 
bro d basis of popular rights. Theelective franchi 
is not @ natural right, but a political right. [I am 
opposed to giving the States too much power, and 
aiso it cons lation of power in tl entral 

lw tl f r 
2 » . 
: wil ‘ t 
rizht of vo i vn laws ‘ th 
power to control the rebel § tk » Wron 
























APPEN 


Ji" 
Zb 


Ho. or Reps 


aban done ? w! en he conceived the design, as 


: did, of putting the Governmentin the hands 
of rebels and those who during the war had 
ympathi d with them, 

this scheme of reconstruction denying the 
power of ao ss became and is known as 
‘tithe President s polic y,’ while that which 
asserts the powe r of the law-ms uking depart: 


ment is known as the ‘‘ policy of Congress. 
President's policy is ap yproved by overy 
rebel because it has given them every office 
ad entire political control in every one of the 
rebel States. No adequate protection is given 
hy them to the life, liberty, or property of freed- 
men or loyal white men. By these rebel State 
rganizations the freedmen are disfranchised, 
uid though loyal white men are nominally per- 
mitted to vote their are unavailing to 
re protection. And Congress having in 
the ‘reconstruction acts’’ declared these pres- 
dential State organizations ‘‘illegal,’’ either 
the President is guilty of usurpation, or Con 
has unjustly accused him; either the 
President deserves impeachment for his ‘* ille- 
or Congress has erred in declar- 

ing his work illegal. 

his usurpation by the President is clearly 
,and the mode by which he sought 
LO a complish it and force it upon the country 
not only aggravates the crime, but 
motives constitutes additional grounds of 


impeachment, 
'o achieve his pur 
many unnecessary med unauthorized usurpa- 
tions and acts of oppression. 
lle held the liberty of the press subject to 
his sovereign will and control, suppressing the 
publication of such newspapers as he disap- 
proved, and permitting them to resume public- 
tion, contrary to the advice of General Grant, 
bv exacting a ple lve to * support’ ‘*the policy 
of his administration,’’— when he was advised 
| ‘‘was improper and mischievous in 


ie 


votes 


fl conduct, 


unpeachable 


his 


oses he was guilty of 


13 order 
tendency.’ 

tle held large portions of the rebel popula- 
tion in abject servility, not as a measure of 


If they rebel we have the Army and can control them 
by it, and, if necessary, by legislation also. If the 
CGleneral Government controls the right to votein the 
tates it may establish such rules as will restrict the 
vote to asmall number of persons, and thus create a 
central despotism. 

‘My position here is different from what it would 
beif L was in Tennessee. 
duce negro suffragegradually. First, those who had 

erved in the Army; those who could read and write; 

and perhaps a property qualification for others, say 
two hundred or two hundred and fifty dollars. 
would not do to let the negro have universal suffrage 
now: it would breed a war of races. 

‘There was a timein thesouthern States when the 
alaves of large owners looked down upon non-slave- 
owners because they did not own slaves. 
the number of slaves the masters owned the prouder 
they were; and this has produced hostility between 
the mass of the whites cal thenegroes. The outrages 


in view of 


(DIX TO THE CON 


UES LON 


J ‘eto Mess: 1e—4 Ur. 


Lawrence. 
safety to theGovernment, but that he might 
bribe them to the support of his policy by the 
exercise of the pardoning power. 

Hie has restored to rebels property of the 
value of many millions of dollars, in violation 


of law and in disregard of the rights of loyal || 
| citizens. 


He has without authority, without consider- 
ation, and in violation of law transferred to 
corporations controlled by rebels railroads con- 
structed in part by the Government at a cost 
of many millions, 
used for insurrectionary purposes. 

He has without authority and in violation of 
law sold railroad rolling stock and other prop- 
erty of the United States of the value of many 
millions of dollars on a long credit with insufh- 
cient security for less than its value to cor- 
porations controlled by rebels, and when pay- 
ments fell due he has corruptly and without 
authority nea indefinitely the perform- 
ance of their oblis rations. 

Ile has prostit uted the power of appointment 
« » and removals from office 

‘his policy, regardless of and to the great 


as he has also other property | 


oan judice of the public interests, corrupting by | 


it as far as possible all who were base enough 
to abandon principles, and exerting it in a spirit 
of proscription and to an extent ‘unknown in 


| any former administration. 


There I should try to intro- | 


are mostly from non-slaveholding whites against the 
negro, and from the negro upon the non-slavehold- 
ing whites. | 
* The nogro will vote with the late master, whom he 
does not hate, rather than with thenon-slaveholding 
Ww mine , whom he does hate. Universal suffrage.would | 
eate another war, not against us, butawar of races. 
Another thing: this Government is the freest and 
best on earth, and [ feel sureis destined to last; but 
to secure this we must elevate and purify the ballot.”’ 


Me Pheraon'’s Manual for 1866-07, p. 49. 


Pherson’s Political Manual for 1866-07, pp. 19, 
4,159; vet ») message, January 7, 1867; 
h : 2 1807. 


Me 
20, 24, 49,52, 55,15 


veto message, Mare 


} The Richmond Examiner published leading edi- 


torinis January 26, February 5 and 6, 1866, as follows: | 


‘Lt would be immeasurably the worst consequence 
‘ourdefeat in the war that the South should lose its 
ral and intellectual distinctions as a people and 
cease to assert its well-known superiority in civili- 
zation, in political scholarship and in all the stand- 
ards of individual character over the people of,the 
North. That superiority has been recognized by 
every foreign observer and by the intelligent every- 
where; it is the Sonth that in the past penned four 
{ ths of the political literature of America, and fur- 
nished the list of names best known in Europe either 
forcommanding statesmanshbip or for personal virtue. 
. iat superiority the war has not conquered or low- 
ed, and the South will do right to claim and cher- 
is h it. 
n the same paper is printed an account of a ball 
at the Ballard House, given by officers of the Union 
Army. The writer ri }icules and insults Federal sol- 


ot 


| eyes dleceive us? 


diers, and after giving an account of the prelimina- 
ries of the ball he proceeds: 

** The evening arrives, the Ballard is resplendent; 
there are the haughty 
epaulets, the polished boots, the shining lace, and 
the ubiquitous brass; there are women, too, and 
southern women, we blush to say it, leaning on the 
arms which guided the weapon or perhaps drew the 
saber in the deadly conflict. The dance goes on. 
Supper is announce: 
gay thr 
forty-five ladies in all: 
few of the 


joyous-lo 


but, 
Richmond ladies. But stop! whence that 
‘king, bricht-eyed southern girl? 
Van itbe? We lookagain; wedoubt; 
we look again, but it is so. We cast our eyes over 
the room, but in th: Mi ¢ rowd we can see only one other 
ladyof Richmond. We knew the supperis over; 
sound of music b reaks forth. and the f 
are soon again whirling in the dance. The music is 
delightful; the room glitters with brass buttons and 
epaulets; but where is the j joy for the southern heart? 
Shall we fawn and tru kilo, play the hypocrite and 
smile when our hearts are full of woe? Where are 
the memories of the battle-fiela?” 

Other articles were published, when General Grant 


| issued the following: 


| copies 
It | 


| the Government 


| such sentiments. 
| cles ¢é 
The larger 


ILRADQUARTERS Ar MIES OF THE UNITED STATES, 
VASHINGTON, February 17, 1866, 

You will please send to these headquarters, as soon 
as practicable, and from time to time thereafter, such 
1f newspapers published in your department 
as contain sentiments of disloyalty and hostility to 
in any of its branches, and state 
whether such paper is habitual in its utterances of 
The persistent publication of arti- 
ilculated to keepup hostility of feeling between 
the people of ditferent sections of the country cannot 
be tolerated, This information is called for with a 


| view to their suppression, which will be done from 


i like t 


these headquarters only. 
By command of Lieutenant General Grant: 
T. 8. BOWERS, 
Assistant Ac Uutant General. 


The Richmond Examiner was suppressed. Mr. 


dancers, the massive, gorgeous | 


il. The band strikes up, and the | 
ng passes into the supper-room; wecount | 
thank God! we sce but | 


Do our | 


the | 
forty-five ladies | 


Pollard, the editor, came to Washington, sought the | 
President, begged that the order be revoked, and was | 


referred to General Grant. Upon calling to see the 
latter, Pollard was requested to put his application 
inwriting. The followingisacopy of General Grant's 
reply, indorsed on the back of the application: 


Reply to Application of I. Rives Pollard, praying a 
revocation of the Order suppressing the Richmond 
Examiner. 

The course of the Examiner, in every number 
which I have seen, has been such as to foster and 
increase the ill-feeling toward the Government of 
the United States by the discontented portion of the 
southern people. [ believe it to be for the best in- 
terests of the whole people, North and South, to 
oun press such utterances wherever the power exists 
to do so, 
tial law prevails, and will be exercised. Reluctant 
as I was to pursue this course I have felt it my duty 
to pursue it in this instance; ; and as much as I dis 

to interfere with the interests of individuals, I 

woulddeem it improper and mischievousin tendency 

to revoke the order for the suppression of the Rich- 
mond Examiner at this time. 
U.S. GRANT, 


Lieutenant General. 


1866, Pollard published a-card, in 
whie - he says: 


As [am not unwilling that the public should 
know what pledges T have really given to the author- 


In February, 


The power certainly does exist when mar- | 


VAL GLOBE. 





407TH Coxc. 


wane Ist Ess. 


He aimed a blow at the Constitution and the 
liberties of the country by refusing to submit 
appointments to office to the Senate for their 
advice and consent, and by retaining men in 
office regardless of that body. 

He made an order removing all penalties 
from a large number of persons marked ag 
deserters on the rolls of the War Department 
for the purpose of securing the election of a 
favorite candidate for Congress in West Vir- 
ginia, regardless of duty and without evidence, 

He assumed a power to dispense with the 
acts of Congress, and appointed rebels to office 
in violation of law. 

He refused to execute the laws for the pun- 
ishment of traitors or for the confiscation of 
their property or that used for insurre ctionary 
purposes, 

By his proclamation of April 2, 1866, and 
other acts, he assumed to himself the right to 
determine when war had ceased, without con- 


| sulting the law-making power, by whose author- 


» to the maintenance | 





ity alone war can be made and peace declared 
in case of rebellion. The assumption of a 
power to declare peace, to say when or how 


long the laws of war shall continue, is simply 
a power to terminate war at the pleasure of 
the President, and might be made fatal to 


national existence. 

While these usurpations were being prac- 
ticed the President maintained the operation 
of martial law in the rebel States,* suspending 
from the right to hold office under the so-called 
State authority whomsoever hechose.t While 
maintaining the right to try civil offenders by 
military commissions} and punish at his p Jleas- 


ities at Was shington, I append acopy of the letter 
which T addressed to President Johnson, and upon 
which, his action was based: 


W asHINGTON, February 17, 1866, 
To the President: 

If the publication of the Richmond Examiner is 
permitted to be resumed [ promise that it shall sup- 
port the Union, the Constitution, and the laws, and 
the policy of your administration. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 

H. RIVES POLLARD. 
This isthe sum-total of the pledges given by me. 

‘L knew nothing of General Grant’s order for the 
release of the office until I read itin the papers. I 
saw that officer but once, when he refused emphat- 
ically torevoke the order for the seizure of the office. 
It was evident that I had nothing to hope from him, 
for he said to meexpressly that, if he had the author- 
ity, he would that day suppress the New York News 
the Cincinnati Enquire r, and the Chicago Times, 
adding that the ‘Copperhead papers of the North,’ 
as he designated them, were doing quite as much 
harmeas the papers in the South. Deriving no sat- 
isfaction from, him I was forced to appeal to the 
President, giving him the pled#® contained in the 
letter above. It was written during my last inter- 
view with the President and in his own office. 

**To his kind and considerate hearing, and to his 
sense of justice, [ feel that I owe the restoration of 
my paper. W ithout attempting to enter upon the 
details of my interview, I may say with propriety 
thatenough transpired toconvince me that the Pres- 
ident is the true friend of the South, and that it is 
the duty of our:people, as it shall be our pleasure in 
the future, to extend to him a cordial and generous 


oer 


| support.’ 


Upon this pledge to support ‘* Johnson’s policy” 
Pollard was permitted by the President to resume 
the publication of his paper. 


*House Ex. Doc. 68, second session Thirty-Ninth 
Congress,p.8; House Report 16,second session Thirty- 
Ninth Congress, p.16; McPherson’s Political Manual, 
for 1866-67, pp. 16,17. 


+ Case of Semmes. 
HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF ALABAMA, 
May 17, 1866. 
In compliance with instructions from the President 
of the United States,it is hereby directed that Ra- 
phael Semmes be not permitted to hold or exercise 
the function of judgeof the probate court of Mobile 
county, orany other civil or political office of trust, 
while he remains enperdoned by the President. 
By order of Brevet ajor General Charlies R. 
Woods: A. RAMSAY MININGER, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


Judge Bond will perform the duties of the office in 
the mean time. 

Case of Monroe, House Ex. Doc. 68, second session 
Thirty-Ninth Congress; House Report 16, second ses- 
sion Thirty-Ninth Congress. 


t The Adjutant General's telegram of April 17 17, 1866, 
to General Tillson, and that of the President’s Pri- 
vate Secretary to Governor Worth, April 27, 1866, and 


| General Order No. 26, War Department, May 1, 1866; 


McPherson’s Political Manual for 1866-07, p. 17. 


10TH Cone... 1st SESS. 


ire, his conduct encouraged the rebels to mur- 
ler in cold blood unoffending citizens in the 
exercise of their peaceful rights.* 

Profe ssing to regard Louisiana asaregularly 
organized State, he in violation of the Consti- 
tution? onthoriesd the attorney general of that 
State. a notorious rebel, to call on the national 
military authorities to aid in the work of sup- 
pres sing a lawful and loyal assemblage of the 
people,f and though there was ‘* an absolute 
massac re, > ‘*a murder without necessity, 
by. a re bel mob in New Orleans, no one of the 
guilty perpetrators has ever been brought to 
justice or punishme nt. 

W hile thus giving encouragement to rebels to 

ippress a loyal and lawful assemblage he re- 
fused § military aid when demanded by the 
Governor of lennesseeé to preserve the peace 
= execute the laws. Assuming the right to 

‘quire illegal conventions to be held in seven 
States at his pleasure, he denied the right of a 

ral convention to be held in Louisiana. 

While many thousands of loyal citize ns, in- 


cluding freedmen, were murdered without cause 


by rebels during his work of reorganization 
the President failed to cause the guilty perpe- 
rators to be arrested, tried, or punished, and 
forcibly dissolved a military commission in Vir- 

ginia sitting for the trial of an acknowledged 
nian whom the civil authorities failed to 
punish, and he is to-day at large and unmo- 
tested, 

Ile has brought’reproach upon himself and 
degraded the dignity of his office by indecent 
harangues to the people and denounced Con- 
‘a hody called or which assumes to 
be the Congress of the United States, while 
in fact it is a Congress of only a part of the 


States.’’ +t 


gress as 


And finaliy, under his administration, Jef- 
ferson Davis—the greatest criminal of the age 


except Andrew Johnson himself—is at large, 
never to receive the punishment due to his 


crimes. 


louse Report 30, first session Thirty-Ninth Con- 
ress, joint Committee on Recor istruc tion ; ILouse Re- 
port LOL, first session Thirty- Ninth Congress, Mem- 
phis riots and massacres; i use Report 16, second 

ion Thirty-Ninth Congress, New Orleans riots; 
ifouse Ex. Doc. 72, secon Li: session Thirty-Ninth Con 
gress, riot at Norfolk; House Ex. Doc. 68, second ses- 
ion Thirty-Ninth Congress, message and documents 
on New Orleans riots; House Report 23, second ses- 
sion Thirty-Ninth Congress, murder of Union sol- 
diers; Senate Ex. Dos. 2, first session Thirty-Ninth 
Congress. 





+ Constitution, art. 4, sec. 4. 


{House Ex. Doe. 68, second session Thirty-Ninth 
Congress, p. 5; Llouse Report 16, secon: lsession Chir- 
ty-Ninth Congress. 





Ilouse Ex. Doc. 68, second session Thirty-Ninth 
Conger $3, p. ll. 


© Telegram July 17, 1866. 


@ NASHVILLE, TENNESSER, July 17, 1866, 
Lieutenant General Grant, Washington: 

Some of the members of the House of Representa- 
tives of the Tennessee General Assembly conduct 
themselves in a very refractory manner, absenting 
themselves to prevent a quorum, thus obstructing 
business. The Governor cannot manage them with 
the means at his disposal, and has applied to me for 
military assistance. Shall I furnish it? 

GEORGE H. THOMAS, 
Major General Commanding. 


The following answer was immediately ziven: 
WASHINGTON, July 17, 1866. 


General Grant will instruct General Thomas that 
the facts stated in his telegram do not warrant inter- 
ferenceof military authority. Theadministration of 
the peace in Nashville belongs properly to the State 
authorities, andthe duty of the United States forces 
is not to interfere in any way in the controversy be- 
tween the political authorities and the State, and 
General Thomas will strictly abstain from any inter- 


ference between them. : 
E. M. STANTON, 
Secretary of War 


** Military commission for trial of James L. Wat- 
son dissolved December 2 





. 1866, 


ri Speech August 18, 1865, on reeciving proceedings 
of the Philadelphia convention.— u Phoveon’s Man- 
ual for 1866- -67, p. eat . 


APPENDIX TO THE CON 





GRESSI 


} € to Me SS ige— Mr. Lawre vice. 


Il have said enough to prove that the existing 
State governments in ten of the rebel States 
were illegally created by executive usurpa- 
tion and that the President is guilty of high 
crimes and misdemeanors deserving impeach- 
ment. 

The ‘‘ President's policy’’ finds no sanction 
in that of his predecessor. Mr. Lincoln never 
did “during his adn 


, 
~ i 
‘ 





inistration submit to his 
Cabinet any plan for the reorganization of the 
rebel States.’’ Neither he nor his Cabinet ever 
had any plan matured. The time not 
arrived when it was practicable. He did in- 
deed appoint military governors who ** auiliel 


as brigadier generals in the United States ser 


vice’’* and were proper military officerst con- 
pro} 
firmed by the Senate as ich ‘There was a 


ifferenc hoth f tin ‘ ] POTTY tance’? 
crence OTH ot Lime ant cire umstance 


between what was done by the two Presi 


‘* Military governors were appointed during 
the war, and provisional covernors after that.’ 
Uhe former were clothed with military power 
and charged with military duties; the latter 
were civil officers not appointed ‘*‘ by and with 
the advice and consent of the Senate,’’ and 
were charged with civil duties. 

The ‘restored governments’’ Virginia, 
f Tennessee, and of Arkansas was the volun- 


* Order of September 29, 1862. 


+ House Mis. Doe. 55, first session Thirty-Ninth 
Congress: House Report 16, second session Thirty- 
Ninth Congress, -:p. 37. 

President Lincoln appointed the following military 
governors: 

Andrew Johnson, Tennessee, March 3, 1862; nom- 
inated to the Senate March 4, 1862, and confirmed 
same day. 

Edward Stanley, North Carolina, May 19, 1862; 
resigned January 15, 1863. 

John 5S. Phelps, Arkans as, July 19, 1862; nomin- 
ated to the Senate Jahuary 19, 186 appointment 
revoked July 9, 1863. 


George F. Shepley, Louisiana, June 3, 1862; nom- 
inated to the Sen: ute January 9, 1863, and March 9, 
1863; confirmed March 11, 1863; resignation accepted 
June l6 18 

A. i: aaithein, Texas, November 14, 1862; nomin 
ate is the Senate January 7, 1864; confirmed April 


l, 1864; resignation accept d June, 1865. 


On the 6th of June, 1562, a resolution was intro- 
duced into the Senate having reference to the 
appointment more especially, it would seem, of Goy 
ernor Stanley, whose duties were rather civil than 


military, in which is declared the office “‘a post 
unknown ti » the Constitution and laws of the Union.” 
al be, vol. 59, pp. 2447, 2o! 

When the Army appropriation bill was under dis 
cussion in the Senate in Januar y, 1863, Mr. TRUMBULL 
offered an amendment prohibiting the payment of 
noney from the Treasury “ as salary foror onaccount 
of services” to two classes of persons, when the “ office 

ir employment is not authorized by some existing 
law.” Lo wit: 

l. “‘Any person acting or assuming to act as an 

ficer, civil, military, or naval.” 

2. Or in any other capacity in the service of the 
femme 

Mr. FesseEnpEN objected to this discussing both 
slasses. As to persons other than officers he said: 

‘In time of war there may be many persons in the 
employ of Government whose employment is not 
recognized by any existing law, and in the nature 
of things cannot be.” . . . . “It is 
for that purpose that we provide a aan rent fund 
for the use of the Secretary of War.”’ 

He then diseussed that part of he amendment 
relating toofficers or persons paoncen ew' » act as such, 
and said: 

“It applies to another classofmen. For instance, 
there have been some civil appointments made i 
the nature of civil offices, and they have undoubt- 
edly been paid out of the contingent fund.”’ . * 
° “Take th vase of Governor Stanley, of 
North Carolina. That is not a military appoint- 
ment.”’ . . . ’ ‘| suppose it isnot the 
intention of the Senator in offering the amendment 
to limit the Secretary of War with reference to the 






discretion he has over the contingent fund,” * 
. . * “and it would be proper” ° . 
P ° “if the amendment should be adopted so 


to express it. If it applies to the contingent fund, I 
suggest to the Senator that he could not possibly 
give it that extent without creating very serious 
embarrassment.’ ” ° ° ° ° ‘ 
“Mr. Trumputy. I will modify it in that respect 
so as not to apply to the employment of persons, but 
confine it to officers 
‘Mr. Witson. Then that objeetion is to be 
ided.’’ 
And referring to the case of Mr. Stanley, he added: 
‘We have some other officers that have not been 
ippointed according to law.” . ' * 
I think we should arrest all these appointment 


That is my judgment about it, and I am willing to 
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tary work of the people. Lhe work of reor 
ganization in oe ou lana.) MAULUrAl by tS 
major general of the Army, was a legitimate 
means of suppressing rebellion, but could not 
authorize permanent civil government unless 
ratified by Congress. 


, ‘ ’ 7 ) 


President Lincoln's proclamations of | 


cember 8, 1863, and July 8, 1864, were made 
during flagrant war as war measures to induce 
the people to return to loyalty and not assuming 


to create valid permanent civil vernments. 
He never did, like President Johnson, declare 


any State ‘‘restored in conformity with the 


Constitution. President Lincoln merely invit 
ed the voluntary actior { the } | but he 
declared that wi l } . t to 4 
rress Irom any otat« hii l ‘ } Lo seats 
constitutionally rests exclusively with tl re 
spective Houses and not to any extent with 
» Executive.”’ [n the proclamation ot duly 
8, 1864, he said he was ‘* unprepared oe 
be inflexibly committed to any ngle plan of 


and Congress has found it neces 


sary to change the plan provided 


restoration, 


struction laws as circumstances | ied out 
the necessity. 

No pre cedent can sanctify the flagrant usurp 
ations of Andrew Johnson. 

if the House of Representatives has not the 
power or shrinks from the duty of preferring 
articles of eoganenenans for the repeated 


crimes and misdemeanors of which the Presi 
dent has been caelict taeda tie Constitution a 
failure or the Representatives of t] people 
will voluntarily imperil civil liberty forever by 
a precedent which may give immunity to 
unlimited executive usurpation herealter 

A successful im} eachm¢ nt nN . 7 rer case 
for a justifis able cause would be th 
triumph of republican vert ’ 
strating that revolution i toa nonarehies, 
the remedy for usurpations, and tea ne all 
future Presidents that they are amenal! to 
the Senate and the nation f every attemy] t 
to violate the laws or subvert the Cons 
tion 

i proceed to notice some of th leat 
the veto message. The President 


‘During that period, whilst t States wer = 
actual rebellion, and afterthat 1 llionwa ucht 
vote for this amendment if it is so fram it it 
will only affect this class of cases. (; 
vol. 61, p. & 

The amendment was » framed as t 
appointment of pr rvisional ver ' 1 


civil duties like those appointed by Pr 
son) or the payment of their salar 
tingent fund or otherwise, and t 


day a part of the actof February 9, 1 Gil 
1861-62, vol. 60, pp. 3091, 3138. 

On 29th September, 1862, it was 

* Ordered, That the m ry governor pointed 
by the War Department for Stat 
shall be uniformed and rank a igadier zener uu 


the United States servi: 
The appointment of brigadie: 
the “‘ advice and consent of the S« ‘ 
rhe duties devolved on these « inl Stan 
ley be an, exeoption) were purely militar tour 
like t he provisional governors appointed by President 
J yhnson. 


*The appointment of Andrew Johnson as 1 t 
Governor of Tennessee, made after he wa yofin i 
as a brigadier general, did not contempl: 
ization of State governments under th { f 
the President, but only by the people, t tified 


by Congress. It was as follows: 


War Department, March 3, 1862, 
Str: You are hereby appointed ry Governor 








of the State of Tennessee, with I to exer ‘ 
and perform within the limit f that State all and 
singular the powers, duties, and functions pertaining 
to the office of military Governor, (includi: the 


power to establish all necessary offices and tribunals, 
and suspend the writ of habeas corpus,) during the 
pleasure of the President, or until the oya/ inhabitanta 
of that State ahall ora eaeiru gore ent wm con- 
formity with the ¢ fefut f the lUnited . 


Hon. Axprew Jounson. 


Res co saneta tree a a 


Kg te 
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Ho. Reops 
to a close, they have been again and again recog- 
nized as States of the Union. Representation has 
been apportioned to them as raat he They have 
by ij ed into judicial districts for the holding 
of district and cireuit court s of the I nited States as 
States of the Union only can be districted.’ 


If this proves anything it proves too much: 
it proves that the rebel State governments 
during the rebellion were lawful as fully as it 
the existing creations of the President 
ure lawful. It will give validity to organized 
rebellions as lawful States. 

heewar was waged on our part to sup 
rebellion aud destroy the rebel State 
nd econtederate governments organized in aid 


proves 


press the 


It the nments 
by what authority did the 
close of hostilities drive their Governors and 
legislatures from power and place and deny 
them the 


were lawful, 
President at the 


: 
rebel State gover 


right to act as such ? 


lhe factthat representatives were apportioned 
to the States and that they were divided into 
judicial districts did not recognize the exist- 
ence of any State government at all. The 


apporhonment was to the ge ographical State, 
ro, when there might be 
overiment 3; and judicial districts 
recognize only geographical boundaries—not 
the egrporate State or State government. 

may be held, revenue offi- 


to take effeet in fut 


National courts 
cers and postmasters perform their duties in 


any tate, though its people would refuse to 
elect State officers or maintain a State govern- 
ment. 

he Constitution provides that— 

‘In all criminal prosecutions the accused shall 
enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an 
impartial jury of the State and district wherein the 

ime shall have been committed, which district 


” 


hall have been previously ascertained by law. 


ut this refers only to the geographical 


rain, tie 


President, referring to the rebel 


been called upon by Congress to act 
{ ugh their Legislatures upon at 
ments to the Constitution of the United States. As 


tes they have ratified one amendment, which re- 


Viney have 


quired the pte of twenty-seven States of the thirty- 
Kix then composing the Union. When the requisite 
twenty-seven votes were given in favor of that 
nendment—seven of which votes were given by 
von of tl ston States—it was proclaimed to be a 
part of the ¢ ns stitution of the nited States, and 
very was declared no kl onger to exist in the Uni- 
ted States or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 
if these seven States were not legal States of the 
Union it follows as the inevitable consequence that 
in someof the States slavery yet exists.” 


It is not true that Congress called on these 
States to ratify any constitutional amendment. 
lhe Secretary of State sent the amendment to 
those States, but their ratification was not 
1 since three fourths of the States 
having legal State governments can ratify an 
amendment. And if Congress had directly 
required the amendment to be submitted to 
those States their validity would not be thereby 
established, nor would the ratification by any 

h illegal State government have any force, 
uuless Congress should thereafter recognize 
and ralidity to the State government, and 
thus give effect to what had been previously 
done. By a we ell known rule of law, if Con- 
hould ratify a State government the rat- 
uld relate back and give validity to 
certain acts done by that State. 

Nor is it true, as alleged, that the 
Court has recognized these States 
trary, on the 15thof April, 1867, the oy ry me 
Court refused to entertain a bill filed by the 

called State of Mississippi, hol lingin effect 
that the status of the rebel States was a polit- 

ical « ques tion to be determined i y Congress, so 
much so that the court refused permission to 
amend the bill so as to proceed against the 
officers. No suit has been 


ned where any one of these States has been 


essary, 


rive ¥ 


rress s 


? ‘ 
ica ion Wo 





Supreme 
On the con- 


military enter- 


it the President says that cases pending 
in the Supreme Court on appeal and error 


least two amend- |} 


|| ernment. 


CONGRESSION 


Veto Ad SSAYE Mr Lawrt 7ce. 


gan have not been dis- 
missed upon any idea of the cessation of juris- 
diction.”’ 

Again he says, new cases since the rebellion 
have come to the Supre me Court from these 
States. And, says the President: 

‘Finally, in the allotmer it of their cireuits, made 
by the ju dees at the December term, 1865, every one 
of these States is put on the same footing of equality 
with all the other States of the | nion. | V irginia and 
North Carolina, being a part of the fourth circuit, 
are allotted to the Chief Justice.” 


‘““when the rebellion beg 


I answer that the existence of a actos or 
of any State g not necessary to 
enable the Supreme Court to exercis its juris- 
diction in suits between in lividuals, and if 
no decision has yet been made on plea or mo- 
tion on that ones sion. The cases pending are 


vernment is 


from the national circuit courts—no decision | 


has been made in any case removed from a 
State court. The judicial circuits exist, and 
judges are allotted to them, their functions 
not depending on the existence of a State gov- 
If the Supreme Court had recog- 
nized these States as de facto political corpo- 
rations their legal validity would not thereby 


| have been affirme sd. 


But the Supreme Court in the Mississippi 
case referred to affirmed in substance that it 
‘tis the duty of the President’’ ‘‘ to see that 
the laws are faithfully executed; and among 
those laws’’ ‘‘the acts of March 2 and March 
23, 1867, commonly called the reconstruotion 
acts,’’ which declare these State governments 
‘‘illegal.’? That was on an application for 


| leave to file a bill in the name of the State of 


| restrain by injunctior 


j cise. 


Mississippi, praying the Court to enjoin the 
President from executing those laws. Chief 
Justice Chase said: 


“Suppose the bill filed and the injunction prayed 
for be allowed. Ifthe President refuse obedience, it 
is needless to observe that the Court is without power 


to enforce its process. If, on the other hand, the 


President complies with the order of tho Court, and | 


refuses to execute the act of Congress, is it not clear 
that a collision may occur between the executive 
and legislative departments of the Government? 
May not the House of Representatives impeach the 
President for such refusal? And in that case could 
this Court interpose in behalf of the President, thus 
endangered by compliance with its mandate, and 
the Senate of the United 
States from sitting as a court of impeachment ? 
Would the strange spectacle be offered to the pub- 
lic wonder of an attempt by this Court to arrest pro- 
ceedings in that court? These questions answer 
themselves.” 

And this decides a question on the law of 
impeachment of great practical moment at 
this time. 

But I will not pursue these fallacies of the 
President further. 

A few words as to the President’s objection 
that these States are made ‘‘subject in all 
respects to the military commanders,’’ and I 
will not trespass longer on the patience of the 
House. He says: 

“The veto of the original of the 2d of March was 
based on two distinct grounds: the interference of 
Congress in matters strictly appertaining to the 
reserved powers of the States, and the establishment 
of military tribunals for the trial of citizens in time 
of peace.” 

I affirm that these military reconstruction 
acts are justified by the Constitution. It is a 
universal rule under the Constitution that 
where Congress is clothed with a power they 
may emp loy any and all reasonable means in 
their discretion to carry 
Wheaton, 316; 8 Howard, 
Deb., 492; 1 Wheaton, 325.) 

Congress is clothed with the power to guar- 


609; 5 Klhott’s 





it into effect. (4 | 
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[July 20, 


40TH Cona....1lst Sess. 

than these reconstruction acts will accomplish 
the purpose. They simply propose to accom. 
plish in pursuance of law what the Presiden, 
attempted without law. ‘These acts set asic, 
illegal State governments: Andrew Johnson 
by military orders and by force set aside the 


illegal rebel State organizations. 





‘They provide for conventions to form law{\! 
State governments and prescribe the qualilica- 
tions of voters: the President without law 
assumed to do this by his own proclamations, 
The military commanders are authorized to 
remove local civil oflicers, but Andrew John- 
son did the same. He wiped out of existence 
by a few brief military orders all the officers 
ot seven rebel State organizations and after- 
wards removed others at his pleasure. HH 
governed by military power when the defeated 
rebels were humbled and res idy to ‘‘ accept the 
situation ;’’ and now, when under his policy 
they are arrogant and give no protec tion to the 
life, liberty, or property of loyal citizens, Con- 
gress s authorizes the exercise of military power 
in view of a greater necessity. 

Though flagrant war has ceased that condi 
tion of society yet exists in ten of the rebel 
States recognized by writers on international 
law as a state of war—non jlagrante bello, sed 
nondum cessante bello. This justifies the exer 
cise of military power until peace in fact as 
well as in name has ‘‘returned to bless the 


land.”’ 





* The President is therefore guilty of high crimes 
and misdemeanors in this— 

I. That he did, in the year 1865, uncons stitutionall y 
andin violation of duty, corruptly neglect and refu 
to convene the two Houses of Congress, with intent 
to prevent the Congress from enacting laws regulat- 
ing the government of the States declared in rebel- 
lion and preparatory to or providing for the re 
ganization of civil State governments in said States, 
and with intent to assume and exercise the power t 
authorize, regulate, and control the work of such 
reorganization himself, and to deny the right of and 
exclude the exercise of such power by Congress. 

II. That he did, in the year 1865 and 1866, by sundry 
proclamations, tele grams, letters, and orders,une 
stitutionally, in violation of duty, and corruj 
assume, usurp and exercise the power to create the 
office of provisional governor, an office unknown t 
the Constitution or laws, and to appointto said oflic 
provisional governorsin seven of saidinsurrectionary 
States; to require them to cause elections to be held 
for members of conventions to make or amend con 
stitutions of State governments and to organize civil 
gov ernments in said States; and in like manner fh 9 
did preseribe the qualifications of electors and m« 
bers of said conventions by means whereof such mem- 
bers wereelected andsuch conventions held and Stat: 
governments organized in said States; and he did in 1 
like manner employ the military power of the Goy 
ernment to aid in executing his said purposes with 
intent to subvert the power of Congress to exercise 
its powers himself, to decide whether and when such 
governments BO Cres ited were republican in form and 
to recognize them as such, to disfranchise the freed- 
men of said States, and cause te be organized and 
recognized civilStategovernments w hich. should per- 
manently disfranchise and deny civil and political 
rights to said freedmen, and with intent to secure to 
rebels and traitors the permanent ascendency and 
control of said States and the power thereof in the 
Government of the United States. 

III. He did, in like manner and with like intents, 


| repeatedly, after such illegal State governments were 


organized, declare them and recognize them as "‘ en- 
tirely restored to all their functions as St: Lies in con- 
formity with the organic law of the land,” and did 
refuse to submit the question of their validity and 
recognition to Congress, but denied their right and 
power over that subject, and did corruptly exercise 
he. veto power to accomplish his said purposes. 

. That, for the purpose of accomplishing his 
mend es aforesaid, he did, unconstitutionally and 
corruptly, exercise the powers in him vested as Pres- 


| ident and others not delegated to him as hereinbe fore 


anty republican governments to the rebel || 


States. 


The military reconstruction acts point | 


out the means deemed necessary to effect the | 


object. Congress is the sole judge of their 
wisdum, expe diency, and necessity. From 
their decision there 1s no appeal. The means 
employed are not those which might be adopted 
smong a loyal people, but the remedy must be 
equal to the oecasion which ealls for its exer- 
Experience has shown that nothing less 


shown, and did deny that the Congress of the United 
States was such Congress, and otherwise sought to 
bring Congress and its members into odium and con- 
tempt with the people. 

The President is also guilty of igh erteses and mis- 
demeanors in this, that— 

. He did, in April and May, 1866, unconstitution- 
ally and without authority of law, usurp and assume 
to exercise the power of declaring the insurree tion 
and rebellion existing in the rebel States at an en: 
and that a state of war had ceased, with intent to 
subvert the Constitution and the authority of C 
gress, to withdraw from the loyal citizens of said 
Sts ates the protection of the United States, and to 
secure the pe rmanent estat blishment of so-called 
Stategovernments in said States set up in pursuance 
of authority previously usurped by the President in 
violation of the Constitution. 








Hovsr or a Tee, 
November 26 and 27, 1867. 


The House being in the Committee of the Whole 


on the sta the Union, and having under eon- 
sideration House bill No. 89, relating to the reduction 
of the curreney— 
Mr. BUTLER 

Mr. CHaiRMAN: | ing y been Si 
and directly called upon | th 

Maine [Mr. BiLatne] to rep in some small 
degree as I may to his criticisms upon what he 
has been pleased to term my financial scheme 
[ may have to ask the House, as I have neither 
a speech written nor peeess and must speak, 
therefore, with great slowness, because one can- 
not speak glibly on the grave subjects of finance 
unless he speaks from a written or printed 
paper- [ may therefore be obliged to ask the 
House, contrary to my wont, to give me a little 
more time to say as much in reply as the gen- 
tleman from Maine has upon his chosen ground 
of attack. [am sure the courtesy of my brother 
members, knowing | have never spoken long, 

vill yield me that favor. 

The gentleman from Maine seeks in the first 
place to meet this great question of the finances 
of the nation, more important than any ques- 
tion we have settled except the question of 
slavery, by an argument to the prejudice of the 
House, knowing full well that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Pendleton] may have some 
theories on this question and political opinions 
in general which are distasteful to this House. 
He has sought to prejudice the argument at 
this point by coupling the views e xpress d by 
me with those expressed by the gentleman from 
Ohio. Now, why should he do thatif he has a 
good case? My argument, sir, will be neither 
better nor worse, my views are neither more 
nor less correct, because the y are agres xd to b y 
a gentleman from the West with whom on other 
questions [I disagree. It is because the gen- 
tleman from Maine attempts to meet this ques- 
tion, I respectfully submit to the House, not 
by argument, but by prejudice. 

The views entertained by Mr. Pendleton and 
the views which I have put forth differ; in this: 
so far as I understand him—and if I do him 
wrong it is because I have not seen any author- 
itative exposition of his position—he would 
issue legal-tender notes to an amount sufficient 
to take up all the national interest-bearing 
bonds that may become due; he would by the 
fiat of the Government issue promises to pay 
without interest, to be used as currency in 
excess, it may be, of the wants of the country, 
to cancel the interest-bearing debt. The only 
proposition which | hold in common with Mr. 
Pendleton is that by the law of tl 


— 
» pointe dly 


e gentle man from 
] 
Ly 


Vv 
} 


the land and 


f the words of the 


by the legal interpretation of 
contract Eve-trenhy bonds are payable. not in 
coin, but in lawful m ney of the United States. 
Mr. PRUYN here said: Mr. Chairman, with 
the permission of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts I beg leave to say the at Ido not under- 
stand the views of Mr. Pendleton to be as broad 
as has been stated by the gentlema n from 
Massachusetts. I understand Mr. Pen: lleton 
to hold that by the terms of the law which 
authorized the issues of the five-twenties the 
principal may be paid by the Government in 
ps ape r, as the sy were paid for to the Government 
by the purchasers, but that if a sound system 
of finances be estab lishe 1, and the Government 
expenses be properly reduced in accordance 


with the views just urged by the gentleman 

from Maine, the whole of the Government debt 

will soon be placed upon a thoroughly sound 

footing, and the question now under discussion 

will be of comparatively little importance. 

I have no authority to speak 
I never exchanged a word 


Mr. BUTLER. 
for Mr. Pendleton. 
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shall nes tid in coin; and shall al 
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Reduction of the Curre ney— Mr. 3B utler. 


with him by letter or per yin my life. | 
know n thing of his views ex pt what I see 
in the public papers, and I say the only thing 


the g 
in common between us is. that L he , as | 
suppose he does, that, by the letter, by the 
pirit, and by the justice of the contract, the 
live-twenties are payable in the lawiul money 
of the United States. 

Now, there are three grou nds upon which 
the gentleman from Maine [ Mr. Buaryr] insists 
that this is not so. He says first, by the letter 
of the law the five-twenties are payable in coin. 
Let us carefully examine that proposition. And 
in order to understand precisely how the law 





appli , take it with you that ip to the ime of 
the iing of the five-twenties no loan of the 
United States had ever been issue d payable in 
anything else than coin. The gentleman says 
no loan had ever been issued in which anything 


was said as to what was the currency in which 
it was payable. Why? Because up to that 
time there was never any currency known to 
1e United States other 
than coin. Ch :erefore the seven-thirties of 1861 
and the 18 the debt 
prior to the war, were, in letter and in spirit, 
payable in coin. Because Congress in i issuing g 
them was dealing with a condition of things 
and a currency then existing, and therefime the 
1881 sixes are seal le, ac ording to the fair 


coin. Therefore I 


4 
L 
_ 
< 
a 


spirit of the contract, m 
enunciate, as my first proposition, and one th at 
[ shall endeavor to enforce on the House and 


the country, that every dollar of ind bt tment 


i|-of the United States which is contracted by the 


acts of Congress making it payabl e in coin 
shall be paid in coin although it takes the | last 
dollar to pay it; but every debt cont 
not payable in coin shall be paid in the 
money of the United States, such as you paid 
your soldiers with and such as you furnish to 
your citizens; such as alone is now used as 
money of the Government, and upon watch 
alone you impre = image andsuperscription 
of the Government as a guarantee that it hall 
hereafter be mai le eee 

Now, then, when the argument is pressed 
upon me that in the loan bills passed pre- 
viously to the five-twenty loan nothing was 
said as to the currency in which the bonds 
should be paid, I reply that there was but one 
currency at the time they were passed in 
which they could be contracted or payable. 
But that state of things changed on the 25th 
of February, 1862. ‘The Congress of the Uni- 
ted States had to provide means for carrying 
on the war; accordingly ig passed a law, the 
first section of which provided for $150,000,000 
of legal-tender notes, the language of which, 
as to their validity and effect, is in these words 


} 
i} 
D 


*“*And such notes, herein authorized, shall be re- 

eeivable in payment of all taxes, internal duties, 
excises, debts, and demands of every kind, d 1e to the 
United States, except duties « n imp< and for al! 
claims and demands against the | nited States of 
every kind whatsoever’— 
Except what 
“except for interest upon bonds and notes, which 
» belawful money 
dal ul tender ir payment of alldebts, public and 
private, within the Uni except duties on 
imports an i interests as aforesaid. 


9 





These are the provisions of the first section 


of the act thus creating ‘‘a lawful money,’ 


payable and receivable for every del publie 
or Tt rivate, k iown to the law or known - the 
United States, except what? Except inter 


on the bonds and notes of the United States. 
Now, what does the second section provide? 
It authorized $500,000,000 of bonds regis- 
tered or coupon, payable at the option of the 
United States in five years, and in twenty 
years at all events. Payable how? Let me 
read again, so that I may not be mistaken: 


to an amount not exceed r $500,000,000, pay- 
able in twenty years from date, and bearing a rato 
of six per cent., payable semi-annually.” 


Not a word is | here said as to the money in 


which these bonds shall be paid, either as to 
principal or interest. And why? 


> 
DBecau « 
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the very section preceding had led that 
hea iedosce ; , mat a } - ‘ ryt 
the interest of ail notes or bonds oO ie | } 


ted States should be 
farther enacted another lawful money which 
should be receivable in payment of all inde bt 
ment of the United States whatsoever, exce} 
duties on im iports, and interest on the public 
debt. Is not the principal of the debt, 
r than interest? 

lhere is the plain letter of the law. I need 
not discuss this point further. If there is any 
lawyer who, reading this law without taking 
stands 
on the statute-book, will tell me that this law 
enacts that the principal of the five-twenties is 
payable in coin, then ** for him hay a 
and either he is or | am so stupid as not to be 
worthy of an argument. 

But the gentleman does not leave his propo- 


-* 5 
an indebt- 
ment othe 


into consideration anything except what 








~ 
sition upon this only. The next ground he puts 
it on is, what this or that Congressman said or 
omitted to say in his speech as to the currency 


in which this loan should be paid. And the 
first evidence of the contract he puts forward 
is that the honorable memberfrom Pennsylva- 
\ yt EP ] ; , } . : ] 
nia, [Mr. Stevens |—not now in his seat—did 


not say, at the time the act was passed, that the 


18 


Ae 


principal was payable in currency. Well, the 
gentleman from Penns: lvania sets forth in a 
letter recently written by him as a reason why 
he did not say it was payable in currency, that 
he did not think anybody but a fool would think 
it was not. That is not my language; itis his; 


that is the ground he puts it on; and when he 
comes in he and the gentleman fro 
fight the battle out. [am quite certain that the 
old man sarcastic will take care of himself when 
he does get here without any aid from me; i 


1 Maine can 


therefore I pass from further consid ion of 
this topic 
.. . 3 
But it = said that various speeches we remade 


her. whicl 


on the one side and the other, ch are « 


\V 

to interpret this contract. I had suppo ed th ut 

there is no better settled rule of interpre tation 
} 


of either pai ic or municipal law, or of the law 
of nations, than that nobody is bound by any 
portion of the negotiations or any portjon of 
the Goclarations made either in re gard to a 


treaty or a law prior to the enactment of the 
law or conclusion of the treaty, because the 
nactment settles the terms of the whole obli- 
gation, and you cannot go to the speech of this 
member or that member, in case of legislation, 


to find out what the legislation means, nor can 
you go to the protocols and negotiations prior 
to a treaty to find out what the treaty means. 
You must take it upon the letter, and I 

never yet found any man bold enough—until 
my friend from Maine exhibited a degree of 
courage much superior to any bravery required 
to face Minie bullets in the field—bold enough to 
insist that the letter of th aw did}? i 
paym< ut ofthe principa ofthe fiv 
in lawful money of the United States. 


The next class of arguments that the gentle- 


man from Maine puts forward on this question is 
the proposals in the advertisements of those he 
terms the authorized agents of the United States 
who di posed of the loan. Allow me here to say 
that for contrac ting al itional debt I know no 
other authorized agent of the nation but the 
Congress ofthe United Sta [knowno broker, 
whether he is in the Treas ry ollice or out of it, 
that has a right to fix the terms of the na 
debt for the United States. No mai aulhot 

iz dtopayad sllar of money unless appropriated 
by the Congress of the United States, and there 

fore no man can contract a dollar's debt unles 

authorized directly and d y by an act of 
the Congress of the Ur | States. lagree that 
Mi r. Jay Cooke advert 1, aitersomes rt, whe n 
endeavoring to sell it, that the } incipal of this 
oe was paya! L@ neoin: | itin the same news 

paper you fin l another of his advertisements, 
iD te nde l also tose the loan, that ‘‘a national 
debt is a national blessing.’’ Are we bound 


+4 ‘ P « } ‘ 
by contract tothat? If, as the gentleman claims, 


hound by advertisements in the one 


we ar 
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case, we are bound as well in the other; and 
does my friend insist that Mr. Jay Cooke has 
bound the country to the proposition that a 
national debt is a national blessing to anybody 
except bankers? With that amendment I 
might agree to the declaration. When I called 


the attention of the country to this some little | 


time ago, Mr. Jay Cooke, for whom [have very 
high respect, wrote me that | was mistaken ; 
that what he did advertise was that a national 
debt rightly managed was a national blessing. 
[amatissue with himuponthat. Linsistthata 
national debt managed any how, by anybody— 
the Angel Gabriel or Jay Cooke or any other 
hody—is not a national blessing. [ Laughter. ] 
No management of a national debt can make 
it anational blessing. And yet, if we are bound 
by brokers’ advertisement®, we are bound to 
the doctrine that it is a national blessing which 
we must enjoy and bequeath to our posterity 
forever! 

The next evidence which the gentleman from 
Maine presents in support of his contract to 
pay the five-twentiesin gold is the declarations 
of Secretaries of the Treasury. Now, no Sec- 
retary of the Treasury had a right to make any 
declarations on this subject which can be bind- 
ing on the country. The gentleman does not 
claim that he had; he only says that Con- 


gress stood by and saw the Secretary make | 


declarations and did not interfere. Once for 
all, I protest against Congress being bound by 
what Secretaries do or do not do that Congress 
does not interfere with. If you once admit 
that doetrine you will involve Congress in diffi- 
culties which it will take along time and great 
wisdom to unravel. 

But no one of the Secretaries ever has said 
that the contract is that the principal of this 


loan is payable in coin; and if there has been | 


disingenuousness on this subject it has not been 
on our part, but on the part of the Secretaries 
in their attempts to interpret this law so as to 
sell the loan. The first thing said about the 
probability that this debt would be paid in gold 
was in the answer of Secretary Chase to a let- 
ter sont him from abroad—Frankfort, I believe. 
it was said in that letter 
words, but the substance—‘‘ It is not under- 
stood here in Frankfort that 
payablein gold. If it should be so understood 
they would bring a much higher price.’’ 


was it not so understood? Because a foreign 


lawyer reading the act would never think of | 


such a thing fora moment. The bonds were 
selling—for what? For forty cents on the dol- 
lar, and that at atime when the confederate 
loan was at a premium in Europe. 

Now, I will not think so meanly of this coun- 
try as to believe it could be supposed these 


bonds were payable in gold, and then were at || 


this discount even in Europe, which was against 
us. And I will not think so meanly of this 
nation as to believe that there could have been 
any question in the minds of the people of 
turope as to our being able to pay more than 
thirty per cent. of our debt in gold if such had 
been our plain contract and obligation. No, 
sir; the bankers in Europe of that day were 
simply betting as to whether we should pay 
our paper money in gold; they were betting 
on that proposition when they were buying our 
bonds at from sixty'to seventy per cent. dis- 
count. They knew that every other Govern- 
ment that had issued paper money had depre- 
ciated it, and the question was whether we, 
who set out here so differently from other 
Governments, would in the end depreciate our 
paper money. 

rhis letter was sent over here as a stock- 
jobbing proposition to Mr. Chase. How did 
heanswerit? Through his Assistant Secretary. 
The answer all will remember. ‘' The Govern- 
ment of the United States has always paid all 
its obligations in gold, and it is to be presumed 
that it always will.’’ It was an evasive answer 
—an answer tending to mislead; whether in- 
tended so to do I do not know or say. 


—I do not give the | 


these bonds are | 


Why | 


Reduction of the Currency—Mr. Butler. 


What was the next act and declaration of 


a Secretary of the Treasury? Mr. F'essenpen 
is cited. I have a bone to pick with Mr, Frs- 
SENDEN upon his subject. 
has been brought in here, for I should have 
felt some delicacy in saying a word about him, 
as he is a member of the other House, had not 
his friend from Maine [Mr. Barve] brought 
him upon this floor in his capacity of Secretary 
of the Treasury. I can therefore deal with the 


Secretary of the Treasury as roughly as I please, | 


without infringing upon the courtesy due to a 
Senator of the United States. Mr. FrssenpDEN, 


as Secretary of the Treasury, was called upon | 


to say whether the three-year loan Treas- 
ury notes, issued in 1861, when there was 
nothing but gold to pay with, and for which 
gold was paid by the people to the Govern- 
ment, was payable in coin or in currency. He 
decided that these gold-bought and gold-con- 
tracted notes were payable in currency; and 
the whole of that issue, put forth at a time 
when there was nothing but gold as currency, 
for which the-faith of the country was pledged, 
under the decision of Mr. Fessenpen, had to 
be received by the people (who paid for it in 
gold) in paper, or they were compelled to 
convert it into such bonds as the Government 
chose to give them. 

Mr. BLAINE. 
Massachusetts [ Mr. 
one sentence? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. BLAINE. The decision in regard to 
the payment of the first series of seven-thirty 
notes was made on the 18th of May, 1862, 
by Salmon P. Chase, Secretary of the T'reas- 
ury, in these words: 


Will the gentleman from 
3UTLER] allow me to read 


“The three-year seven-thirty Treasury notes are 
part of the temporary loan, and will be paid in Treas- 
ury notes, unless the holders prefer to exchange 
them,’’ Xe. 

That was three months before Mr. I'essen- 
DEN went into the Treasury. He found the 
question res adjudicata. The gentleman is all 
wrong in charging this upon Mr. Frssenpen. 


{ am very glad he | 





There is not the remotest foundation for his , 


assertion. 

Mr. BUTLER. The House willjudge whether 
I was wrong, without the dictum of my friend 
from Maine, [Mr. Buaixe.] I did not say 
that Salmon P. Chase was not guilty of the 
same thing; I only said that WiLiiam P. Fes- 
SENDEN was guilty of it; that is the distinction. 
[Laughter.] If Salmon P. Chase had broken 
the faith of this Government—if he had said 
that, although thg,Government had received 
gold in the hour of its necessity, immediately 


day the Government ever saw, and had pledged 


all our obligations—if Salmon P. Chase, on 
| the 18th of May, 1864, when called upon to say 
whether we should pay gold for the gold we 
| had received, broke the faith of the Govern- 


‘| ment, if he was one of those repudiators and 


j 
i 
i 
| 
| 


scoundrels and knaves we hear of so glibly 
| when we attempt to discuss this question of 
finance, why did notand why should not Secre- 
tary FessknpeN overrule him when he became 
Secretary of the Treasury? If so great awrong 
was res adjudicata, it was res very badly adju- 
dicata, and should have been forthwith set 
right. 

My friend does not pretend that Mr. Frssen- 
DEN altered this; and when we, who believe in 
maintaining the faith of the nation, but not in op- 
pressing the people with taxation, are attacked 


after the first battle of Bull Run, the darkest || 


gold in return—for then we paid gold to meet | 





/on all hands by hard words and strong infer- | 


| up with everybody who happens to have bad 
| political sentiments, I would ask who was the 
| first repudiator? The gentleman chooses to 
| cite Mr. Chase as the promisor of this bad 
|note. Be it so; I am dealing only with the 
| indorser, Wr.tiaM. Prrr Fessexpen. He in- 
dorsed it and acted upon it. By his decision 
ithe seven-thirty notes of #861, issued when 


| ences, and when, to get us down, we are yoked | 


| redeemed. 


| trated ? 


| my State has repudiated the other. [ Laughter. | 
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there was no other currency, were caused to 
be paid in greenbacks, and the gold-paying 
public creditor was obliged, for his gold paid 
to the Government, either to take his pay in 


| greenbacks or convert his Government notes 


into bonds; and that whole loan was thy 
And on what ground was this «x 
great a wrong on the public creditors perpe 
It was said by the Secretary that this 
three-year seven-thirty gold loan was a tempo- 
rary loan only. Oh, then, it is right to cheat 
the temporary creditors of the Government, 
the hand-to-mouth men, who loan their hard 
coin for a few days to save the Government: 
but the long-bond creditors of the Govern. 
ment you must not cheat; you must let them 
cheat you. Is not that the proposition? [s 
there any escape from it? Is not that the 
Maine doctrine of finance, if you please? 
[ Laughter.] My friend here from Maine, [ Mr. 
Biatne, ] following in the footsteps of the 
Secretary of the Treasury from Maine, holds 
it to be in the last degree wrong if we do 


' not pay principal and interest of our debt in 


gold. He invokes us, in the name of natioyal 
honor, national faith, and everything else that 


| is sacred, to save the long-bond creditor, 


who bought our.bonds for currency, while the 
short creditor, who paid for his notes in coin, 
has lost his gold by the action of the Secretary 
of the Treasury from Maine. We have had 


| many things good from Maine—among others 
| a ‘* Maine law’’—and now we have got Main: 


finance. I repudiate the last, and I am afraid 


The next authority adduced by the gentle- 
man in support of his contract to pay gold for 
the five-twenties bonds is Secretary McCulloch. 


| Well, if this House proposes to be bound by the 


financial theories of Secretary McCulloch | 
should hardly wish to argue this question fur 
ther. But even Secretary McCulloch does no‘ 
undertake to say that there is a contract to pa) 
gold for these bonds. When asked bya foreign 
banker, ‘* What is the contract as to the pay 
ment of the principal of the five-twenties?”’ 
what does the Secretary reply? Does he say 
that the contract is to pay in gold? Oh, no; 
he says that allthe Government obligations that 
have fallen due have been paid in gold, (he 
forgot that temporary loan,) and that it is the 
policy of the Government to pay all its obliga 
tions in gold. Lagree with him; such is the 
policy of the Government. But that is not the 
question. The question is, what has the Gov 
ernment contracted to do, and what is it able 
to do? I wish that we could pay this enormous 
debt in gold, or in anything else, so that we 
could relieve the people from taxation. You 
will find running all through this letter of See- 
retary McCulloch an evasion of this question. 
What is the contract by law ? 

When the $900,000,000 loan, commonly 
known as the ten-forty loan, was issued, what 
did the Secretary of the Treasury do? Of the 
six per cent. five-twenty loan, (which the gen 


| tleman from Maine contends was payable in 


$500,000,000 authorized had been issued; yet 
he makes the Secretary of the Treasury guilty 
of the absurdity of attempting to put on the 
market $900,000,000 of the five per cent. ten- 
forty loan as a competing loan, expecting to 
get that taken up, when he could not get his 
five-twenty six per cent. gold-payable loan in 
principal and interest taken up. Why did he 
do this? If both loans were payable in gold, 
he must have been entirely demented. But 
no; the ten-forty five per cent. loan was pay 
able, principal and interest, in gold by it 
terms; and this same Secretary of the Treas 
ury, through his brokers, advertised this ten- 
forty loan as the only one the principal and 
interest of which were payable in gold. And 
nobody objected in this House. I was not 
here then; but where was the eloquent voice 
of my friend from Maine protesting against 
selling this five per cent. loan npon an adver- 


gold,) he says only some $25,000,000 of the 








he 
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tisement that it was the only loan payable, 
pr rincipal and inte rest, in gold? Why did he 
allow the public creditors to think that the 
only loan payable in gold was the five per 
cent. loan; that the six per cent. loan was not 
payable in gold? This only illustrates the 
fact that, in imterpreting public law, we must 
not deal with what members of Congress do 
individually, but we must be bound by the 
statute. 

Mr. BLAINE. Does the gentleman mean 
to say that the Government agents advertised 

at the te n- forty loan was the only loan paya- 
ble | in gold? 

Mr. BU TLER. Yes, sir; I do. Certain 
Government agents, called the New York Tri- 
bune, the New York Times, or the New York 
ISvening Post, contained that advertisement, 
and if the gentleman will go there he will find it. 

Mr. BLAINE. Authorized by whom? 

Mr. BUTLER. Authorized by the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, so headed. It was a little 
difficult at that time to find out who the nego- 
tiators were. That was the advertisement. 
You can find it. If I had known this ques- 
tfon was to arise at this time 1 would have had 
the advertisement to present to the Louse. 

Mr. BLAINE. I gave the gentleman notice 
some days ago that I should speak on this sub- 
je cl. 

Mr. BUTLER. True. But whileI presumed 
the gx 7 man paces speak on this subject 
it never entered my conception that he wouk 
make such a speech as he hi AS. { Laughter. ] 

If the gentleman will tell me why it is that 


we are to construe this law differently from | 


any other law I will be obliged to him. If he 
will inform this House why the people of this 
country should tax themselves to the amount 
of many millions, ($400,000,000 is the difference 
this day and this hour,) whether these five- 
iweuties are payable in gold, as gold stood yes- 
terday, or in greenbac! 

The only answer nae sted is, why agitate 
this now. These loans are not payable now, 
and therefore we may wait until the twenty 
years are out, when we all believe greenbacks 
and gold will be correlative terms. I believe 
80, too, in twenty years; butin the meantime the 
interest on these five-twenties is sinking this 
country, the labor, the manufacture, and the 
commerce of this country, to a degree that even 
its vitality and its strength will hardly be able 
to meet it. 

What is the rate of interest on the five-twen- 
ties? Six per cent. in gold, payable semi-an- 
nually, gold being at 140 to 145, equal to 150 
andupward. That makes nine per cent.; they 
are exempt from State and municipal taxa- 
tion, which makes from two to three per cent. 
more. So on these almost two thousand mil- 
lion of interest bonds the people of this country 
are ps ying at this day and at this hour, either 
by remission of taxes or otherwise, in the cur- 
rency of the country, from eleven to t re 
per cent. What is the consequence? They 
could stagger under this burden of taxes if 
needed to pay the soldiers; they could deal 
with this burden of taxes if it even were to be 
thrown into the sea; but the difficulty is that 


paying this high rate of interest on these five- 


twenties of from eleven to twelve per cent. 
causes capitalists to withdraw from legitimate 
business and keep their money in these bonds. 


See how it operates. I have my money in || 


five-twenty bonds at eleven per cent., and I 


am told that Iam to have gold at the end of | 
the twenty years for the principal besides. You | 


cannot tempt me, then, to go into any enter- 
prise which shall not promise me more than 
eleven to twelve per cent. I must have much 
more before I will take my money out of Gov- 
ernment securities and put it at the risk of 
business. And it is this high rate of Govern- 
ment interest which is cynshing the life out of 


the industrial pursuits of the people. There | 


can be no mistake about this. Look at the 





market reports of Cincinnati, one of the great ! 
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Reduction of the ¢ urrency Mr. Butl 


marts of the West. No money can be got 
there for less than fifteen to eighteen per cent. 
Why? Because our capitalists get from eleven 
to twelve per cent. on five-twenties, and they 
are encouraged to hold on to their bonds and 


oat — & 
keep their money out of the business of the 


country ; because the gentleman from Maine 
tells them that the Government will pay the 
principal in gold, although they paid but forty 


1 
‘ 


cents on the dollar for them wh . they bought 
them. This is the reason why this five-twenty 
loan is crushing our people, and why we must 
get rid of it at all hazards consistent with 
nation: vl honor and national faith, and no man 
asks that to be broken. 

) y ‘ff , ’ . 

But I am told if we undertake to pay any 


portion of this debt in greenbacks we shall 


eciate greenbu ks so that they will be 
iless; that there will be an inflation of 
prices. The gentleman from Maine riots in 
imagination over the picture of the payment 
of $200 for a pair of boots if we issue any 


more legal-tender notes, that is to say, notes 
not bearing interest. 

Sneaking of greenbacks, Iam reminded of 
oue thing to which I meant to have adverted to 
on the question: of the nation’s being bound 
by the advertisements by which its bonds were 
sold. My friend says we did not notify ca 
talists that we would claim the right to | 
these five-twenty bonds in any other way than 
in coin. Why “we put it upon $150,000,000 
of United States notes, and thus advertised 
everybody we did not mean to pay them in gold. 
This notice was put on the back of every 
greenback. Let me read from one: 

‘This note is a legal tender for all debts, public or 


priv ae, except duties on imports and interest on the 
public debt.” 


r\1 
r’ 
) 


ay 


di h 1ere is ‘‘ inclusio unius exclusio alterius’’ 
for the entle man. 

Mr. BLAINE. If th geutleman will allow 
me, I hold two notes in my hand, one of 
which contains preci ely the words the centle- 
man has just read. But does the gentleman 
say that this is the lawful money authorized by 
the act of February 25, 1862? 

Mr. BU 


re 
, 
> 


INE. } 

LER. Now, the n, let us sec. I 
will compare this indorsement on the note with 
the law which I have before me. ‘The second 
section of the law reads thus: 

**Shall be receivablein payment of all taxes, inter- 
nal duties, excises, debts and demands of every kind 
due to the United States, except duties on imports 
and of all claims and demands against the United 
States of every kind whatsoever, except interest on | 
the public debt and customs.” | 

Mr. BLAINE. Will the gentleman allow | 
me to make a statement? 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BLAINE. ‘The act of Fx -bruary 25, 

12, was the first legal-tender act. tis true, 
1862, the f t legal-t ] t It 
the notes were made a legal tender for all debts 
public and private, but they were also con- 
vertible into five-twenty bonds. Now, the 


| gentleman places himself on the ground that 


whatever was by contemporaneous construction 
lawful money the Governme nt was bound to pay. 

I assert that the law for the issue of the five- 
twenties of 1862 was embraced in the same act 
which authorized the issue, of $150,000,000 of 
legal-tender notes which were the mse Ives $ con- 
vertible into five-twenties. Now, if the gentle- 
man will stick to his own words, then the | 
Government can only pay off these five-twenties 
by issuin like amour it of these same legal- 


tender notes, on the back of which are printed 


g c 


these words: ° 


“This isa legal tender for all debts, public and pri 
vate, except duties on imports and in terest on the 
public debt, and is exchangeable for Unite d States 
six per cent. twenty-year bonds, redeemable at the 
pleasure of the Government after five years.” 

Therefore, if, as the gentleman contends 
these bonds are redeemable at the Tre asury in 

) &.. r » >} on . ] " ] 
the kind of money which was declared a legal 
tender when they were issued, they must be 


paid in this kind of notes. In that ease the | 


, Congress agrees with me we will mare 


| the gentleman describes, so that when 


TLER. ° Yes, air. | 
. Il ; 
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lreasury of the United States would be recei 





ing the five-twenty bonds at one door and issu- 

g the legal tenders at another, and then again 
issuing the bonds and taking back the legal 
enders, and so they would go round and round 
the cirele. 

Mr. BUTLER. And you do not think that 
desirable. | Laughter. } 

Mr. BLAINE. Does the gentleman think 
it desirable to have a revolving wheel at: which 
one class of men shall stand in a row for the 
redemption of their bonds, and another for a 
reissue of the same? Is that the gentleman’s 
idea of finance? The gentleman adheres tothe 
exact letter of the law. 

Mr. su LLER, | he di Terence between my 
friend and myself is this: | was putting adver- 
tisement against advertisement. 

Mr. BLAINE. And I law against law. 

Mr. BUTLER. There is nolaw of this exact 
form, and it is not the exact form of the law 
or of the advertisement. 1 was only putting 
advertisement against advertisement. I will 
answer the gentleman, if I have time, that I do 
think itis desirable to have a currency, 


rency before we get through exactly lik 





wants money he can give the Treasury his 
ernment bond and get it, and when 
through using his money he can go b: 
and get his bond. hat is exactly 
want, and [hope to get it if I live long enough 

Mr. BLAINE. And issue $2,000,000,000 of 
legal tenders. 

Mr. BULLER. I have not said I wanted 
$2,000,000,000 of greenbacks issued. I only 
want so much as will be absorbed in the needs 
of the business of the United Stats 

But this episode takes me a little way out of 
iny course. I was upon the question whethe: 
there would be depreciation, whether ther 
would be inflation if more legal tenders were 
issued to supply the wants of the country for 
currency, when I turned aside for a moment 








|} to spea ik to the question of advertisements on 


the back of the greenbacks. 

[he common idea is that there will be infla- 
tion when you issue ] aaa rmoney. It is draw 
from the old idea of bank circulation. A bank 


‘ 
| issued its notes without any basis except the 


gold basis. That gold basis was sometimes 
one to four. Let me illustrate: suppose there 
were four hundred millions of bank paper in 
circulation on one hundred millions of gold as 
a basis, then | agree it would be an infl: ation 
to issue another one hundred millions, making 
the relation of the paper — to the gold dol- 
lar as one to five. But what is a greenback? 
Have -gentlemen considered A dollar green- 
back as it stands to-day is one twenty-fir 

hundred millionth part of the debt of the Uni- 
ted States, secured by a mortgage upon every 
dollar of public or private nee rty in the 
United States. Is it not that, under m y the ory 


| or anybody else’s theory of finance? Now, 


suppose we issue five hundred millions of 
greenbacks, and pay up five hundred millions 
of the interest-bearing debt of the United 
States, what is a greenback then? Why, it is 
still one twenty-five hundred millionth part of 
the national debt of the United States, appre 


| ciated, and not depreciated, by the amount of 


interest which we have saved by buying up five 
hundred millions of the interest-bearing debt 


The ws ay to test it would be this: suppee w 
could issue the wi hole amoun and pay ail 
interest-bearing debt at once, then the one hun 


dred and fifty millions of customs which we 

eee . iv | } 
have to pay for interest without getting ahead 
in pay! ne nt of our de t at all cou d be « directed 


to redeeming the greenbac ‘Ss. ‘There Is a2 iim 





ig g 
itation on this | er of issuing greenbacks, 
and only one, and that limitation my nd 
does not seem to understand. It is this: these 


greenbac ks are non-interest bearing notes, and 
therefore they can only be issued in such quan- 


tities without depreciation in fact, as will be 
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absorbed by the community to the degree that 
they are required for business purposes. ‘J hey 
may be issued to the degree they will be ab 
sorbed as currency. I think that the country 
can bear to-day some two hundred millions 
more of them, not issued primarily and arbi- 
trarily for the purpose of paying off the inter- 
est-bearing debt, but issued for the purpose of 
providing a currency for the country which 
should not be so contracted as to bring ruin, as 
now, upon the business mterests of the coun- 
try. When you have issued two hundred 
millions more of these greenbacks and paid 
your interest-bearing debt with them, have 
you altered their relation to property, to each 
other, or to gold? Are they appreciated or 
depreciated ? Appreciated, in fact, because 
you save the interest on the two hundred mil- 
lions which you have paid off with them; de 
preciated if you issue more than will be ab 
sorbed as currency, because business men do 
not want non-interest-bearing notes on hand ; 
and if they are not needed as currency they 


will sell them at a discount for some property | 


that will pay interest. 

Now, then, sir, let me state, for the benefit 
of my friend, my proposition of finance, and 
the House can contrast it with any other that 
may be better, and there will be found better | 
doubt not. There are now some two thousand 
five hundred millions of debt. Some two thou- 
sand millions of it stand in the shape of inter- 
est-bearing debt. There are nineteen different 
kinds of that description of debt bearing differ- 
ent rates of interest and times of payment. 
‘There aré some five hundred millions, more or 


less, in various forms of non-interest-bearing | 


debt, gold certificates, legal-tender notes, and 
Now, my proposition is that, in the 
first place, we should substitute greenbacks for 


others. 


the national bank currency, releasing to the | 


banks the bonds which we hold as security for 
that national bank currency. 
without shock to the business of the country. 
{At this point Mr. Bur_er gave way_to a 
motion that the committee rise. The motion 
was agreed to, and the House adjourned. } 


Wepnespay, November 27, 1867. 
The House being again in Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union on the same subject— 
Mr. BUTLER said: 
Mr. Coarrman: When the committee rose 
I was endeavoring to put before it the way in 


It can be done | 





which the national bank cireulation might be | 


withdrawn from the banks and legal-tender 


notes substituted without shock to the business | 


of the country. I[ agree, sir, that any proposi- 
tion of legislation is vicious which tends in any 


considerable degree to interfere with the indus- | 


trial pursuits of the people, but 1 propose we 
should enact in some proper form that the 
Secretary of the Treasury should each month 
retain in the Treasury all the national bank 
bills which have been collected by the collectors 
of the internal revenue, or which have come 
through other means into the Treasury of the 
United States, and at the same time should 
issue to the banks, af they desire to receive 
them, or to issue in payment of the interest- 
bearing notes which are payable in currency an 
equal amount of legal tenders. In a very few 
months, four or five, the national bank notes 
would be withdrawn from cireulation and their 
plac® supplied with greenbacks without any 
shock to the business of the country; and, pari 
passu, the bonds of the banks held as security 
for these notes could be restored to them. This 
proposition, sir, if carried out would put into 
circulation some three hundred million dollars 
more of national legal-tender notes without 


increasing that circulation, and release the | 
country from the payment of between twenty | 


and thirty million dollars in currency which 
is now paid to the national banks on these bonds, 
and the place of their bills would be taken by 
the non-interest-boaring notes of the U 


| factured goods. 


States without any shock to the business of the 


country. 

What objections are urged to this proposi- 
tion? The first is that it would bea breach 
of faith with the banks. I would like some 
gentleman to put his finger upon any act of 


Congress by which we pledged ourselves for a | 
single day longer than good pleasure and dis- | 


cretion of the Congress of the United States 
thought best to allow this bank currency to 
exist. What effect would it have upon the 
banks? Those dependent wholly upon their 
circulation, which are not in fact banks of loans 
and deposits, would wind up, and their man- 
agers would seek some other and equally honest 
employment. Banks that are needed would 
still be banks of loan and discount, but not of 
circulation. 

It is said that the banks furnish now the best 
currency this country ever saw, because it is 
the same in New Orleans, Boston, New York, 
and Chicago. But what is the currency? It 
is the notes of the bank. What makes them 
equalalloverthiscountry? Itisthe indorsement 
of the United States. So that we have come 
into this very remarkable position, that when 
a bank breaks its currency is better than when 
it was solvent, and sells at a slight premium. 
Therefore, as the United States is primarily 
responsible for all the circulation, we ought to 
supply the currency to the people and receive 
the profit of doing it. 

But it is said that the banks really cost the 
United States nothing. Oneof the ablest bank- 
ers of them all, Mr. Jay Cooke, has under- 
taken to tell us that the banks pay in taxes a 
large amount, and therefore in equity we ought 
not to disturb them. Sir, if Mr. Jay Cooke 
or any one else will tell me of any business in 
this country that is not taxed and does not pay 
a large amount of taxes, then I will agree that 
the banks are not favored. Take for example 
a manufacturer. ‘Take a single case, only two 
years ago, in the State of Massachusetts, of a 
manufacturing corporation of $750,000 capi- 
tal and of $1,500,000 annual product of manu- 
It exactly divided profits with 
the United States. Its stockholders received 
two dividends of five per cent. each on $750,000, 
and it paid five per cent. tax on the entire 
amount of production, $1,500,000; so that 
they in fact took the United States into part- 
nership, only the United States got all the 


| profits, but the stockholders bore all the loss. 


| 
} 


1} 
Inited | 


| every advocate of the banks. 
| they helped themselves, not us. 


Now, if there is any greater or more onerous 
burden of taxes on the banks than that, I have 
yet to learn where it is. 

Again, it is said that this banking system is 
a better one than we ever had. Tor some pur- 
And it is said, further, that if 
we do not encourage it we shall go back to the 
old State bank system. No, Mr. Chairman, 
never, never! The day of State banks has 
gone by. They were always, in my poor judg- 
ment, unconstitutional; but they got them- 


poses 80 it is. 


| selves fastened on to the country, and there 


was never power enough, until the necessities 
of the country required a new system of finance, 
to break off their hold. We have rid the coun- 
try of them, and the Congress of the United 
States, ay, and the good judgment of the peo- 
ple, will never permit that system again to be 
imposed upon the country. 

What is the next proposition? Why, it is said 
we must not interfere with the national banks 
because they patriotically helped us during the 
war. Upon that I take issue with euch and 
On the contrary, 
It is said they 
loaned money to the Government. How did 
they do it? Let me state the way 4 national 
bank got itself into existence in New England 
during the war, when gold was 200, and five- 
twenties were at par, in currency, or nearly that. 
A company of men got together $300,000 in 
national bank bills, and went to the Register 
of the Treasury with gold at 200 and bought 
United States five-twenty bonds at par. They 
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| 
| 











| November 27, 


40TH ConG....1sT Sass. 


stepped into the office of the Comptroller of 
the Currency and asked to be established as « 
| national bank, and received from him $279.00 
| in currency, without interest, upon pledging 

these bonds of the United States they had jy 
| bought with their $300,000 of the same kind 
of money. Now, let us balance the hook« 
and how does the account stand? Why, the 
United States Government receives $30,000 
in national bank bills more from the banks 
than it gave them in bills; in other words, jt 
borrowed of the bank $30,000 in curreney, for 
which, in fact, it paid $18,000 a year in gold 
interest, equal to $36,000 in currency, for the 
use of this $30,000. Let me repeat. The dif. 
ference between what the United States re. 
ceived and paid out was only $80,000, and for 
the use of that the Government pay on the 
bonds deposited by the company, bought with 
the same kind of money, $18,000 a year inter- 
est in gold, equal to $36,000 in currency. 

But the thing did not stop there. The gen- 
tlemen were shrewd financiers; their bank was 
a good one ; they went to the Secretary of the 
Treasury and said, *‘ Let our bank be madea 
public depository.’’ Very well; it was a good 
bank; the managers were good men; there 
was no objection to th@ bank. It was made a 
publie depository, and thereupon the commis- 
saries, the quartermasters, the medical director 
and purveyor, and the paymasters were all 
directed to deposit their public funds in this 
bank. Very soon the bank found that they had 
a line of steady deposits belonging to the Gov- 
ernment of about a million dollars, and that 
the $270,000 they had received from the Comp- 
troller of the Currency would substantially 
carry on their daily business, and as the Goy- 
ernment gives three days on all its drafts if 
the bank was pressed it was easy enough to go 
on the street if they had good security. They 
took the million of Government money so de- 
posited with them and loaned it to the Gov- 
ernment for the Government’s own bonds, and 
received therefor $60,000 more interest in gold 
for the loan to the Government of its own 
money, which in currency was equal to $120,000. 
So that when we come finally to balance the 
books the Government is paying $156,000 a 
year for the loan of $30,000. And this is the 
system which is to be fastened forever on the 
country as a means of furnishing a circulating 
medium ! 

This, only using round numbers for the pur- 
pose of illustration, is an actual and not a 
feigned occurrence. You will see it wasa per- 
fectly safe operation for the banks, though not 
a very profitable one for the Government, be- 
cause they held ample security for the Govern- 
ment deposits in its own bonds. But the difli- 
culty is the Government was paying interest all 
the while on its own deposits; and this state of 
facts is only rendered possible by this system 
of supplying the banks with circulation by the 
@@Pernment without interest. 

The next reason advanced why we should 
not interfere with these banks, if I understand 
it, is that we are told by very high authority 
this system will become the banking system of 
the world; having inaugurated it, we are so 
much in love with it that all the nations will 
pattern after it. Let the rest of the world try 
it for a few years when we have done with it, 
and then, if the rest of the nations adopt it, we 
ean return to it, but not till then. 

Sir, am I slandering these institutions? Are 
they not making money at a rate which is be- 
yond all preeedent. Let me state another 
ease, which might be an actual case, and per- 
haps I could call the name of the man. A 
very shrewd man takes his $100,000 and goes 
to the Treasury and obtains bonds; he then 
gets a banking charter, and receives his bills 
amounting to $90,000; then he bays with 
those same bills $9Q,000 worth of bonds, and 
| comes home and sits in his office, and that is 

his bank, and his money is all in circulation. 
Says he: Why should I trouble myself to lend 
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my money to the farmers around me on sixty- 


day notes when I can lend it at from ten to | 


twelve per cent. on long twenty-year Govern- 

ment bonds, and Mr. BLAINE says I am to be 
paid in gold for them; that is as good bank- 
ing as | want to do; 
home; they are going all over the West and 


South, and I am getting $22,800 interest on || 


my original $100,000; what do I want more; 
I am comfortable and happy ; 
‘‘banking system is the wisest one the world 
ever saw, and that it ought to be adopted all 
the world over.’’ 


I think this | 
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the bills never come | 


i] 
i} 
| 


But let us take the banks’ own exhibit of | 
themselves. } hold in my hand the abstract of | 


reports of national banking associations for the 
ist of October last. Let us see their condition. 
They have $419,000,000 of capital stock paid 
in: they have been in operation on an average 
of less than four years; they have divided from 
twelve to twenty per cent., 
England and from fifteen to twenty per cent. 
where money is scarcer and the rate of interest 
rules higher. In addition to these dividends, 
take their own statement: ‘‘surplus fund, 
$66,000,000 ; undivided profits, $33,000,000 ;”’ 
showing that they have got, after all these divi- 
dends, near twenty-five per cent. surplus of that 
capital stock laid away. What other business, 
taxed or untaxed, if any untaxed business can 
be found in this country, will allow a yearly 
dividend of from fifteen to twenty-five per cent. 
and a sorplus accumulation in four years of 
twenty-five per cent. on the capital? And from 
whom and from where do these profits come? 
They come ultimately from where all taxation, 


of the country and nowhere else; and we are 


about twelve in New | 


dred million dollars, perhaps that will relieve 
the present contraction in the currency. 

We are told that we must | ard the na- 
tional banks, because if we do not there will 
be nobody to circulate our money. Let us 
examine that a moment. If money will not 
circulate it is because nobody wants money. 
My anxiety is to provide the people with money 
that they do want and will circulate, not with 
money they do not want. I have never yet 
seen any man who has refused the notes of the 
United States when the Government has paid 
them out. When I find such a man, I will 
agree to charter a bank for the purpose of 
forcing them upon him, and not until then. 

The truth is, that at the present hourthe coun- 
try is suffering from the want of those very 
notes. We have nominally some seven hun- 
dred and fifty millions of currency, but acta- 
ally only about five hundred and fifty millions 
in circulation. I wish I could stop to explain 


|| to the House how this can be, but it can easily 


be seen by examining the bank returns. We 
find the fact to be that we have not circula- 
tion enough. Compare it with what was the 


| circulation before the war. Mr. Chase reported 


asked here to perpetuate a system which takes | 


these immense profits from the labor of the 
country and puts them into the hands of capi- 
talists without a pretense of adequate benefit 
received by the people. 

Why, sir, it is an axiom in finance, if there 
are any axioms in finance, that any business 
which issafe should have small profits, and busi- 
ness that is hazardous should have large profits; 
but here the state of things is reversed; the 
banking business, which, if well conducted, is 
the safest business on earth, and which hereto- 
fore has always been content with small profits, 
is now the most profitable of all businesses, and 
has the largest returns without any risks. 

Every memberof this House can argue these 
propositions for himself better than I can argue 
them for him. It is my part only tosuggest the 
topics upon the question of currency. [ insist, 
as my first proposition, that there should be this 
change in bank circulation, and by that means 
we would diminish our interest-bearing debt 
$300,000,000 by redeeming it with the green- 
backs we should thus issue. 

We have to-day in circulation in various 
forms inround numbers $759,000,000. A por- 
tion of it, I agree, islocked up in banks; fifteen 
per cent. in the country, and twenty-five per 
cent. in the city banks as their currency for the 
redemption of their bills; a procedure the wis- 
dom of which I have yet to be taught, because 
the United States is the final indorser and payer 
of all their bills. 
any safer to lock up fifteen to twenty-five per 
cent. of the indorser’s notes for their redemp- 
tion; and I desire some of the able bankers in 


the circulation of this country before the war, 
including gold, to be about four hundred and 
seventy-seven million dollars, and upon exam 

ination I ean see no reason to find fault with 
that estimate. Now we have only $550,000,000 
in actual circulation, though we are doing more 
than three times the business calling for the use 


| of cash that we were doing before the war. Dur- 


ing the ten years from 1847 to 1857 the deposits 


| and circulation of the banks averaged about 
all profits, all productions must come, the labor || 





| greenbacks. 


thirteen dollars per man. Now, on account 
of our doing so much more of our business for 
cash, the deposits and circulation of the banks 
are about twenty-four dollars per man. And 
if you take into consideration the currency fur- 
nished by the United States, the $00,000,000 
of greenbacks, or about that sum, you will find 
that it is about thirty-four dollars per man, 
reckoning thirty-six million people in the Uni- 
ted States. This shows that we require in 
our business three times, or certainly two and 
a half times, as much cash as before the war. 
Everybody knows this to be fact. 
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much? Too much is more than will be absorbed 


as currency in the business of the country. That 
is to say, if because of an over-issue by the 


| Government there is an accumulation of non 


interest-bearing notes, greenbacks, in the hands 
of any man, they are not productive, and he 
will dispose of them at a discount, if he can do 
no better, for something that is prodactive, 
The only question as to redundancy, therefore, 
is whether the notes in his hands are worth 
more for use in his business as currency than 
they would be to him if invested in a loan to the 
Government. Now, then, I propose that for 
$300,000,000 of this non-interest-bearing debt 
we shall issue an interest-bearing loan at once 
which shall be that exact loan which my friend 
from Maine yesterday thought would be so 
absurd—a loau bearing a low rate of interest 
and convertible and reconvertible into green- 
backs at the pleasure of the holder at any day 
and any hour. 

Let us see how such a loan would operate. 
A man has more money than he wants to use. 
He with such a loan can go to a public depos- 
itory, leave his money and take his bond. 
Fhen when he wants his money again he goes 
to the depository, leaves his bond and takes 
his money for his bond, principal and imterest ; 
that is to say, when the non-interest- bearing 


| notes of the United States are worth less to a 


business man than this bond he will exchange 
it for this bond; when the notes as currency are 


| worth more to him to use in business or specu- 
| lation than the investment he will return the 


bond and take the currency. Thus, without 


| any banks to push out the circulation just when 


| and de mand, the best of all reguiators. 


it is not wanted or draw it back just when it is 
wanted, as the practice now is, we shall have 


| an automatic financial system, self- regulating, 


or rather regulated by the great law of supply 
When 
money is wanted by the business community 
up to the amount of notes issued by the United 


| States, it will be at once got; when it is 


How was it before the war with the eastern \| 


manufacturer? He sent to New Orleans and 
bought his cotton, giving drafts for six or eight 
months. The merchant in New Orleans came 
East and bought the manufactured goods, giv- 
ing his notes for from six months to a year; 
and all the cash that was wanted was enough 
to settle up the balances. 

And now, when we send out for cotton we 
must send out greenbacks, because of the 
change in the mode of doing business ; and we 
have a currency that stands at par there, and 
for what they want from us they must send the 
Every one knows that the busi- 
ness of this céuntry is done twice or thrice as 
much in cash as it was before the war; and 


|| therefore I think this country will bear from 
|| eight hundred to a thousand million dollars of 


| circulation without redundancy as soon as busi- 


ness revives, and that will makeit revive. But 


| my friends say ‘‘that may be too mueh.’’ Per- 


I do not see how it makes it || 


haps it may be; but it is very easy, it seems to 
me, for us to have that amount of circulation 


|| without redundancy; and as each legal-tender 
| note is, as we have seen, a part of the debt 


this House to explain to me what good result is | 


hoped for from this smothering of a portion of 
the national currency, whichthe banks take care, 
however, shall be interest-bearing to them. 

I will suggest a reason why that require- 
ment was placed in the statute-book. ‘I'here 
was a lingering idea in law of the old specie 
basis, and of getting an equivalent in its place. 
Legislators seem to have forgotten that we 
had wandered away from the specie basis; 
that they were putting in its place but the 
notes of the United States to redeem notes of 
the United States. If we can release, there- 


fore, the whole circulation of about seven hun- | 
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secured by mortgage of the whole prope rt of 
the United States, without depreciation. 


Our debt now is $2,500,000,000, about 
$2,200,000,000 of it interest-bearing. Suppose 


we issue our legal-tender greenbacks, as [ will 
call them for convenience, and buy up or 
redeem our interest-bearing debt that is due to 
the amount of $1,000,000,000. Then our debt 
stands, $1,000,000,000 of non-interest- bearing 
debt and $1,500,000.000 of interest-bearing 
debt. Now, if that $1,000,000,000 of circulation 
is too much, i. ¢., more than is needed for cur- 
rency, | agree with the gentleman from Maine 
that it will be depreciated. But what is too 


| with them as money. 


not wanted, it will be returned to the Gov- 
ernment, which being a borrower for a long 
series of years to come will be glad to take it. 
There can be no redundancy, because every 
man will know exactly where to place these non- 
interest-bearing notes when he has got through 
When money is wanted 
at the West to move your crops in the fall 
you take it from the Treasury and move the 
crops; when you get through with the money 
you take it back to the Tre asury and get the 
bonds, in the same manner as when you have 
got through with your wagons you put them 
back in your barns for use next year. ‘Thus 
the whole monetary system of the country will 
go on without redundancy and without shock 
und without inflation. 

More than that, sir, as I believe I demon- 
strated yesterday, it will be impossible to have 
inflation, because this currency being convert- 
ible and reconvertible from time to time, and 
being always an integral part of the public 
debt, it will never change its relative value to 
the property of the people of the United States. 
Why, sir, what is the measure of the value of 
your house? If it is worth $10,000 it is ten 
thousand twenty-five hundred millionth parts 
of the public debt; and it will remain so until 
a portion of that debt is paid, when it will be 
appreciated, or until the public debt-is ex- 
panded when it will be depreciated. It will 
remain of exactly the same relative value 
however much the form of the public debt be 
changed, but will always be more valuable as 
the public debt grows more valuable, 7. ¢., as it 
diminishes. 

My houris nearly exhausted and [ am warned 
that 1 must spend no more time in elaborating 
the details of this proposition; but I ask gen- 
tlernen to upply to this question their own acute 
judgments ‘and tell me, if they can, where is 
the fault in the reasoning; because the only 
valuable purpose that can be served by this 
discussion is to elicit what we al! desire to 
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arrive at—the best system of finance. to do | 


what? 
to relieve the loyal, true-hearted, but over- 
burdened people from this so great weight of 
taxation. 

Now, sir, if Lam right, and if the country 
will bear this thousand millions of non-interest- 
bearing notes as currency—and if it will not, 
the good judgment of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, and the Committee on Banking and Cur- 
rency will settle that for us on full examination, 
so that I certainly may use that sum for illustra- 
tion in so far as it will bear it—so far will it 
diminish the interest-bearing debt. You will, 
therefore, bring the interest-bearing debt down 
to $1,500,000,000, where it can easily be 
managed, It is said you must not pay these 
five-twenties in greenbacks? Why, sir, you will 
never need to pay them in greenbacks. 

What shall you do, then? 
a loan on long time, at a low rate of interest, 
thirty or fifty years, with the proceedsof which 
to redeem them or to be exchanged for them. 
For, sir, 1 am not for this generation paying 
all this debt. 
when we contracted it. [Laughter.] We ought 
to leave it to our children to do theirs by pay- 
ing it. Isee gentlemen smile. i 
solemnity, when we contracted this we con- 
tracted it with the loss of the best blood of the 
nation and the loss of the best lives we had; 
in suffering, in sorrow, in labor, in woe, amid 
horrors unnumbered, to save this great experi- 
ment of Government, republican in form and 


freedom for all, for them and for our posterity | 
forever, and they owe us some debtof gratitude | 
for that so great boon; and should we who bore | 


all the suffering and agony bear also all the tax- 
ation consequent upon this great work ? 

I say, then, let us change these $1,500,000,- 
000 of interest-bearing debt into a long loan— 
a taxable loan, taxable by State and munici- 
pal authorities. But some friend of mine may 
say that if we make the loan taxable by States 


the States will tax the loan out of existence; | 


that there may be some State hostile to the 
General Government which will tax the loan 
out of existence. I beg his pardon; such hos- 
tile taxation will only tax the loan out of that 
State, and deprive the citizens of that State of 
a profitable and desirable investment, which 


will be taken up by citizens of other States | 


where it is not so taxed. 

There are some disadvantages in a taxable 
loan worthy of examination. Let us consider 
them. It is said that no Government ever 
allowed another subordinate government to tax 
its loans. True, but there never was before 
any Government, like ours, having a complex 
government of States and a national Govern- 
ment over all and the people the same in both 
and each. 

It is said that what States get by taxing the 
loan to carry on their municipal governments 
the general Government loses. But is this so? 
The people have to pay the taxes to sustain 
both State and national Governments. So what 
the people lose as citizens of the United States 
because of taxation of the loan they gain as 
citizens of the State by taxation; for the peo- 
ple at last pay all, lose all, and suffer all. If 
it be said that there will be inequality of taxa- 
tion it is answered again that unjust taxation, 
too burdensome, will only drive the loan out of 
such State, so that in practice there can be no 
inequality. 

Another objection is that you cannot sell a 
taxable loan at so high a price. Why not? 
Because it will depreciate because of taxation. 
It will depreciate, however, exactly according 
to the amount levied upon it by taxation, Be 
itso. Who gets the benefit of that taxation ? 
Why, sir, the people. All that it depreci- 
ates because of taxation, being received back 
from the taxes, will relieve the people from so 
much taxation. If in some States the loan is 
taxed more than in others there will not be any 
unequality, because such excess of taxation 


You should issue | 


I think we had done our share | 


But, sir, in all | 
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To lessen the burden of taxation and | 


will only send that form of investment out of 


that municipality. 
There is another objection to a taxable loan, 
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|| Mr. BUTLER. 


namely: that it is a form of investment easily | 


to be concealed from taxation. But it cannot 
any more easily be concealed as an invest- 
ment than can notes, bonds, or money in all 
shapes. 
tion to-day of your five-twenty non-taxable 
loan. i 
using in his business, and he sees the assessor 
coming round, 
his money into Government bonds. The 
assessor calls, the man has no taxable prop- 


A capitalist has money which he is | 


Let me ask you what is the opera- | 


He goes into market and puts | 


erty, the assessor passes by, and the next day | 


the artful dodger sells his bonds for the money, 
and goes on speculating. He saves the taxa- 
tion, and next year he repeats the operation. 


These are, | understand, some of the objec- | 


tions to taxable loans, 
advantages. In the first 
wealth of the country, an 


But it has also its || 
place it puts the | 
the labor of the | 
country upon an equal footing as to taxation. | 


It compels the surplus wealth as well as the | 


industry of the country to be taxed. 

Another advantage of a taxable loan is that 
it relieves the public debt from an apparent 
injustice. And it is of no consequence how 
small the injustice is, for the people feel an 
unjust burden, however light, more than a just 
burden, however heavy. 

Still another advantage is claimed for a tax- 
able loan. It has been held by many finan- 
ciers—lI do not claim to be enough of a finan- 
cier to give an opinion as to the merit of the 
claim, but each gentleman will settie the ques- 
tion for himself—that it is a great advantage to 
borrow money abroad, in the various markets 
of the world, at low rates of interest. There- 
fore we find our canal and railroad companies 
and all great enterprises attempting to place 
their bonds in Europe. If that is good finan- 
ciering, what is the objection to our national 
loans going abroad, provided we get back the 
money for them? The principal objection has 
been found to be that whenever there is war or 
rumor of war abroad, a financial panic is created 
there, our bonds come home for realization and 
interfere with our money relations and unset- 
tle our business. But if our bonds are taxable 
for State or municipal purposes, they would 
not of course be taxable abroad, an 
then stand from ten to fifteen per cent. higher 
there—perhaps twenty or twenty-five per cent. 
higher—no man can tell, until the theory is 
reduced to practice, how much higher than at 
home; and the holder abroad, having to con- 





sent to so great a sacrifice before he could | 


realize on them, would not be very likely to 
send them home upon us, which is the greatest 
danger now to our finances whenever there is 
the slightest financial trouble in Kurope. 

Such a taxable loan held abroad would be 
kept there steadily. If, however, any great 
trouble should happen in Europe so that the 
bonds would be sent home at all hazards, they 
would come at such low rates as to be econom- 
ically and readily bought up here, and our 
people could afford to take them even with the 
burden of tax upon them. 

Therefore, I Se no doubt that a loan of 
$1,500,000,000 for thirty or fifty years could be 
placed to-morrow at five per cent. if taxable, 
with which to get the money to redeem the five- 
twenties or in which to onepenegn them, and 
thus save millions of taxation. should pre- 
fer, so far as I am advised, until I hear further 
debate, that such bond should be a taxable one 
of five per cent., or three and sixty-five hun- 
dredths sterling, if untaxable. Either would 
sell, in my opinion, to-morrow atas high rates in 
the markets of Europe as does our five-twenty 
loan now, while they would notinterfere with the 
ability of this country to pay its debts or keep 
our loan down both at home and abroad. Our 
loan does not now sell at a discount because 
anybody doubts the ability of this country to 
pay every dollar it has contracted. 


would || 





| 
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| A Memper. Nor its willingness? 
Nor its willingness. No. 


body doubts that. Iam obliged to my friend 
I think I can convince 


for the suggestion. 
the House that nobody doubts its willingness, 
What are our gold certificates—$14,000,000 of 
them—only promises of the United States to 
ay in gold on demand. And yet they are at 
ittle premium over gold, both at home and 
abroad, because they are more convenient to 
handle. If anybody feared the willingness of 
the United States Government to pay accord- 
ing to its promise or doubted its ability, why 
should not these gold certificates go below par? 
It is because all people understand that when 
we promise to pay in gold by a contract upon 
which my friend from Maine [| Mr. BLarne] does 
not need to make an argument to show it is a 
gold contract, or my older friend from Penn- 
sylvania[ Mr. Srevens | does not need to explain 
to us hereafter what is meant by the law—when 
it is on the face of the certificate, ‘‘ payable 
in gold on demand,’’ then that promise is 
above par. This pledge of the Government 
causes that note to stand better than gold in 
the markets of the world to-day. 

Nay, more, ourten-forty, five percent. bonds, 
having six years only more to run before the 
Government has the option of paying them, 
and therefore hardly to be considered as 4 
funded debt, are selling now within one or two 
per cent. of some of the five-twenty six per 
cent. loans, payable in gold according to the 
argument of my friend from Maine. What 
makes the difference? On five-twenties there 
is one per cent. interest due more than on 
the other. Why do they come so near to each 
other in price? It is because no man can read 
the statute-book and doubt that the one is pay- 
able in gold and the other in lawful money of 
the United States. 

Therefore I repeat, that in the markets of 
the world there is no doubt, as there is none 
in any man’s mind, of the willingness or the 
| ability of the United States Government to 
perform its contract. But the doubt is as to 
what is the contract—whether it is a contract 
of Jews and sharpers or a contract of the Con- 
gress of the United States. 

But | am met right here again with the prop- 
osition. Why stir thisnow? Since I began 
my speech half a dozen gentlemen, some 
friendly and some unfriendly, have tipped me 
on the shoulder and said, ‘*‘ Now, Mr. Burier, 
what is the use of making a fuss about this 
now? Why not let these bonds run twenty 
years and by that time gold and greenbacks 
will be the same? Why disturb the matter? 
What are you getting up this row for?”’ [Laugh- 


ter. ] 

A Memper. A sensible question. [Laugh- 
ter. ] 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, very sensible, and 


I am going to answer it in a sensible man- 
ner; and the answer is this, that these five- 
twenty bonds are on eleven to twelve per cent. 
interest, and they will double oftener than 
once in eight years; and if we let them go on 
for twenty years the people will have to pay 
them twice over in interest, and then owe them 
still. That is the answer. Is there not good 
sense in that, now? [Laughter.] The reason 
why I am anxious about this now is that it is 
our urgent, pressing duty, not to be shunned 
or avoided, to relieve the people from the bur- 
den of this great weight of taxation. 

Let me restate it so that nobody will forget 
it. Atthe rate of interest we are paying these 
bonds double once in six years; at six per 
cent. they double once in eleven years, and 
with the tax making eight, per cent. they will 
double once in about eight years. Set down 
the figures and when you find out let me know 
| how the figures read. 
| Mr. SPALDING. The gentleman is mis- 
| taken. 
Mr. BUTLER. When do you say they will 

double at eight per cent. ? 
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Mr. SPALDING. Once in about twelve 


ars. 
“= BUTLER. Six per cent. in gold, with 
the tax off, equal to eight per cent semi-annu- 
ally at compound interest, and it will not double 
under twelve years! I do not know anything 
about figures in Ohio, but figures in Massachu- 
setts do not bring out that result. (Laughter. } 

Mr. SPALDING. We have had enough of 
that sort of wit. 

Mr. BUTLER. I presume you have had 
enough, sir. 

Mr. PRICE. Will the gentleman yield to 
me just a moment? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. PRICE. I presume the gentleman from 
Massachusetts means to be correct. 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, I try to be, exactly. 

Mr. PRICE. Andtoplace upon record facts 
in reference to those things about which he 


| 
talks. 

Mr. BUTLER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. PRICE. He said a moment ago that 
the difference between ten-forties and five- 
twenties was one per cent. I was satisfied in 
my own mind that was a mistake and on refer- 
ring to the document I find that on the 20th 
of November five-twenties were 108 and ten- 
forties 102}. 

Mr. BUTLER. Has the gentleman read 
quotations of the lowest five-twenties and the 
highest ten- forties? 

Mr. PRICE. I read those of 1862; I have 
not read the list. 

Mr.BUTLER. Ah! that will not do, if you 
please, those of 1865 are lower. [Laughter. ] 

Mr. PRICE. Well, I will give them all if 
the gentleman wishes it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 
from Massachusetts yield further to the gentle- 
man from lowa? 

Mr. BUTLER. Oh, certainly; I yield to 
everybody in this discussion. 

Mr. PRICE. I do not wish to encroach on 
the gentleman’s time. 

Mr. BUTLER. It is no encroachment. 

Mr. PRICE. The statement made was evi- 
dently incorrect, I presume unintentionally so, 
and I thought it best to put the gentleman 
right. 

Mr. BUTLER. Now, will the gentleman 
take one or two things into this calculation and 
then I will stand corrected. He read from the 
quotation in the newspapers. Will he tell me 
how long before the coupons of the five-twenties 
are payable and how much interest is due, 
whether they are ‘‘flat,’’ to use the language 
of the broker’s board, and how long before 
the coupons of the ten-fortiesare payable? If 
he will make the calculation he will find this 
statement to be correct, and I am ready to 
feet him anywhere upon it; he will find that 
between the lowest class of five-twenties and 
the highest class of ten-forties there is less than 
two per cent. difference. 

Mr. PRICE. Does the gentleman want an 
answer to that? 

Mr. BUTLER. Certainly. 

Mr. PRICE. I need not say to the gentle- 
man, I presume, nor to any gentleman in this 
House, that the coupons of the bonds that I 
have quoted were paid the Ist day of this month, 
and consequently there is only the balance of 
this month’s interest due on them, and there- 
fore they are ‘‘ flat.’ Everybody knows about | 
the ten-forties. The interest was paid on the | 
five-twenties that I have quoted on the Ist of 
November. Before that they were selling at | 
113 and a fraction, and as high as 114. With || 
the coupons cut off the lst day of the month } 
they are selling at 108, according to the quota- 
tions of the board on the 26th instant, (yes- 











| 


terday,) and ten-forties from 102} to 1024. I | 
give you the largest quotations for ten-forties, || 
and the benefit of the doubt if there is any. || 

Mr. BUTLER. I am always glad to be 
corrected, but I must still maintain my posi- 
tion. I may be wrong, but I must insist on the 
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position until I am better advised than I have | 
been yet. Is the discussion of this grave ques- 
tion to be decided by an accidental difference 
yesterday of one or two cents upon this class 
of securities? 

Isaac Newton once said he occupied himself 
in his great studies by picking up pebbles on the 
shore of the great ocean of truth; but I have | 
never heard that he selected the very smallest 
ones. 

I was about saying, when I was interrupted, 
(if I can get back to the thread of my thought, ) 
that the objection has been made that we shall | 
never return to specie payments under this | 
system. Letus be definite. What do gentle- 
men mean by ‘‘returning to specie payments ?’’ 
Do they mean returning to the state of finances 
that existed before the war? That is, when 
this Government collected its dues in gold, 
and paid its debts in gold; and when people | 
had a currency based on gold, but which never | 
could be redeemed in gold. If they mean to 
return to that state of things I respectfully | 
submit that for the present it is impossible. 

It is impossible for this reason: we had a 
specie paying Government from the time the 
sub-Treasury law went into operation down to 
the war, that is, the Government collected all 
its dues in gold, and paid all its debts in gold ; 
and_all the money needed for governmental 
purposes collected and paid out was from about 
thirty to sixty million dollars from year to year, 
before 1860 running upat one time, I believe, to 
seventy-odd million. Iam now using amounts 
bearing almost exactly correct relation to each 
other by way of illustration, and I hope no 
gentleman will hunt up an old newspaper to 
show that I am not right within two or three 
dollars. During the same period there was 
from about ninety to two hundred and ten mil- 
lion dollars of spec:e inthe country. In other 
words, it took for governmental purposes alone 
about one third of all the specie in the coun- 
try. We all remember that whenever there 
was any hitch in governmental operations so 
that gold accumulated in the sub-Treasury it 
disordered all our monetary affairs and pro- 
duced financial crises. 

In 1857, when some ten million gold bad 
thus accumulated, it was deemed so disturb- 
ing an element in the commerce of the country 
that Mr. Cobb, then Secretary of the Treasury, 
paid thirty per cent. advance for the bonds of 
the United States in order to relieve the money 
market by putting out the accumulated gold in 
the Treasury. 

It took then one third of all the gold in the 
country to carry on the Government business, 
and we could hardly get around at that. We 
now have from two hundred to two hundred 
and twenty-five million dollars of gold only, so 
far as is known, in the country. ‘The Govern- 
ment is using every year for its operations some 
three hundred and fifty million qamaa. If the 
Government could not get around without dis- 
turbing the finances in collecting its dues and 
paying its debts in gold before the war, using 
only one third of all the gold in the country, 
how can it now get on with its operations, requir- 
ing $350,000,000 to be taken out of $225,000,- 
000, which is all the gold now in the country, 
not allowing anybodyelsetouseadollar? Itis 
therefore entirely impracticable for the Govern- 








| ment to carry on its great operations of $350,- 


000,000 upon a gold basis, wholly irrespective 
of the question of the credit of the Govern- 


ment or its ability to command all the gold in | 
the country. It might indeed carry on its | 


operations partly in gold and partly in paper, 
but that is not a return to specie payments by 


the Government. But it is as utterly impossi- | 
| ble at the present time for the Government to | 


carry on its operations on a gold basis, in the 


manner in which it did before the war, as it is || 


to make three hundred and fifty go into two 
hundred and twenty-five and have a remainder 


| over, which I take it is impossible by any 


figures out of the State of Ohio. [Laughter. ] 
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| In my judgment, all talk about returning to 
| specie payments in July, 1868, or any other 
| period in the immediate future, is illusory and 
| vain. How are we to get back to specie pay- 

ments? In the first place, by reducing your 
| taxation, stimulating your industry, raising 
| your productiveness, bringing down the ex- 
penditure of the Government, specially the 
| first and great expenditure and burden over 
| all others—the taxation for the purpose of 
| paying your doubly exorbitant interest on the 
| public debt as now constituted. 

Reduce your interest-paying debt as you 
may to some one billion five hundred million 
dollars, and then fund this at five per cent. at 
highest, even with taxation. This will call for 
$75,000,000 as interest of the public debt an- 
nually; or fund it at three and sixty-five one 
hundredths per cent. sterling if untaxable, as 
you may, and that will make only some fifty- 
five millions as interest, andthere will then be 
some $60,000,000 to $85,000,000 of gold com- 
ing in at your custom-houses to help pay the 

expenses of the Government, after paying up 
| the interest on the debt. 

Then enforce faithfully and justly the collee- 
tion of a judicious taxation on but two articles 
of luxury, whisky and tobacco, and you may 
| release every other interest from taxation, and 
| the land shall blossom as the rose, and the 
hum of productive industry give sweet har- 
mony to the delighted ear. 
|| Leaving financial matters as they now stand, 
you never can go back to specie payments. Get 
back to specie payments! How is it proposed 
\| to be done by the Secretary of the Treasury? 
Why, in order to do that he asked Congress to 
aid him—to sell our bonds in Europe; and he 
came before Congress asking authority to de- 
| posit gold in Europe,to pay the interest there, 
so that he might sell more bondsthere. When 
he sells those bonds in Europe, what does he 
get for them? Seventy cents or thereabouts 
on thedollar. Whatisspecie payment? Pay- 
ing one hundred cents. How is he going to be 
abie to pay one hundred cents on what we owe 
now? By making new debts at seventy cents? 
I would like somebody skilled in figures to 
cypher out that problem. 

But the matter does not stop there. If the 
Secretary of the Treasury got even gold for his 
bonds he would have something to show. But 
what are those bonds sold for? They are sold 
abroad to meet the balance of trade. What 
does that mean? It means to pay the balances 
owing for broadcloth that we wear, for brandy 
that we drink, for cigars that we smoke. What 
would be thought of a financier who should 
insist he was getting solvent selling his notes 
at seventy cents on the dollar in order to buy 
broadcloth, brandy, and cigars? Who would 
insist such an one was a good financier? Yet 
this is the exact system upon which the finances 
of this country are being carried on to-day. 

You may consult upon your tariff bills till 
| you are blind; your Committees of Ways and 
Means may fix up schemes of protection for 
| home manufactures till they are weary, but 
| they will afford no protection to American in- 
| dustry. Why? The bankers and merchants 
of Europe never expect Government loans there 
| to be paid. Most of the Governments of Eu- 
| rope have irredeemable loans, the interest of 

which only is ever to be paid. Now, with the 
| rate of interest two per cent. at Antwerp, two 
per cent. at London, one and three fourths per 
cent. at Frankfort, two and one fourth per cent. 
at Paris, our bonds are eagerly snapped up; 
foreign agents come over here to get them. 
With the discount of thirty per cent. on our 
bonds bearing six per cent. gold interest, they 
can always undersell us, and vitiate any tariff 
that we choose to pass. We are thus dealing 
with them in manufacturing at home with thirty 
|| per cent. against us. Nay, more; suppose 
|| there are two manufacturing establishments, 
|| one in this country and one in England, the 
‘| two establishments equally well managed, both 
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manufacturing the same article and making 
exactly the same profit; the English manu- 


facturer can make a ten per cent. dividend, | 


while our manufaeturer is losing money. Why? 
Because the capital of the English manufac- 
turer costs him but two per cent., while with 
ovr high rate of interest, induced by our Gov- 
ernment rate on the five-twenties, the Ameri- 
can manufacturer's capital costs him twelve 
per cent.—a difference of ten per cent., which 
should be a sufficient dividend for any well-con- 
ducted business that was not a national bank. 

Under such circumstances we cannot com- 
ae with the foreign manufacturer. It is use- 

ess for my friends from New England and my 
friends from Pennsylvania to ask for a tariff 
on their manufactures; it ig useless for my 
friends from the West to ask fora tariff on 
their wool so long as this great difference in 
money is against us. Why, my friends from the 
West thought that if they could only get a tariff 
on wool, wool would go up, command a fair 
pee and the farmer should get pay for his 
abor. They got all the tariff they asked, and 
Tam glad they did. But the more tariff they 
got, the more wool went down. Am I not 
right ? Was wool ever so cheap as it has been 
this year, since we have put a duty on it? 
Why? Because of this difference between this 
country and abroad in the rate of money, our 
taxation and the discount on our bonds entirely 
neutralizing any tariff for the protection of the 
Kast or the protection of the West. 

But, sir, I feel that | am trespassing far too 
long upon the patience of the committee. [ 
have given a general and very imperfect and 
desultory sketch of my financial propositigns. 
I have shown that I do not seek to repudiate 
a single contract of the United States; that I 
am ouly seeking to relieve the people from the 
immense burden of taxation; that I am seek- 
ing to get rid of a banking system more profit- 
able to the capitalist than that which Web- 
ster so well described as a system devised to 
make the rich richer and the poor poorer; 
that I am only seeking to equalize taxation, 
so that we of the party of progress, of loyalty, 
and of the Union, who have conducted this 
Government through a great war, may not be 
thrown out of power because of the pressure 
of its burdens upon the people, which we can 
prevent. 

ove the hammer fell. ] 

ir. BLAINE took the floor. 

Mr. BUTLER. 
minutes more, 

Mr. BLAINE. 

Mr. PRICE. 


minutes, 


I should like to have a few 


I yield to the gentleman. 
I move that he have. ten 
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| clothe the Secretary of the Treasury. 


in the power of any one man. 


| Some men say only $48,000,000, or $4,000,000 
'a month. 


Mr. BUTLER. I will when I get through. | 
Mr. Chairman, I was attempting to show how | 
we might relieve the people from taxation, | 


hoping thereby to elicit a discussion of this || 


great subject. There are some things we | 
must do. They are the pressing duties of the 
hour. First, we must stop this contraction of 
the currency now going on. It has been con- 


tracted at least $100,000,000 in the last year. 


| 


But $77,000,000 of compound- 
interest notes must be reckoned in, and the | 
contraction of the currency will in fact be found 
to be more than $100,000,000. Secondly, we 
must have the gold hoarded in the Treasury of 
the United States sold at public auction at 
stated periods of time, so all may know when, 
except of course enough, with the receipts from 
customs, to meet the interest on the gold- 
bearing debt. ‘Thirdly, we must repeal the 
immense namber of discretionary powers with | 
which the exigencies of the war caused A 
ie 
Treasury of the United States should not be left 
It is of no con- 
sequence who that man may be. Whenever 
the Secretary of the Treasury has discretion- 
ary powers he may exalt this man’s property 


| aud decrease that of another; he may issue 


| this loan and take in another. 


He holds the 


| business of the country in the hollow of his. 


"anybody. 


hand. I by no means mean to make any 
charges of corruption or favoritism against | 
Following his views of finance, 
the present Secretary of the Treasury has 
done his duty. But I say it is a dangerous 


| power, one given in consideration of the | 


exigencies of the war. The war now being 
over, the Congress of the United States, to 
whom the Constitution has wisely trusted the 


|| finances of the Government, should enact a 
| positive law, not to be swerved from by the 
| Secretary of the Treasury upon any pretense 


whatever, declaring exactly what shall and | 


L GLOBE. 
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| that the Secretar 
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funded security known by all the people, ‘ites 


|| in its terms, plain in its contracts, and unop- 


pressive in its rate of interest. Then shall 
the country resume its onward march of pros. 
perity. 

It remains for me, Mr. Chairman, to thank 
the committee for the great kindness and pa- 


|| tience with which they have indulged me in this 


desultory expression of my views upon this 
gravest of all questions. 

Mr. MILLER. I should like to put this 
question to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts: taking for granted that by a legal con- 
struction of the statutes allowing the issue 
of five-twenty bonds the principal was paya- 
ble in lawful money, which, of course, would 
include greenbacks, yet if the Secretary of 
the Treasury, believing that the principal as 
well as the interest was payable in coin, and 
he and others who had charge of disposing of 
them represented to the public that such bonds 
(principal and interest) were payable in gold, 
and thus inducing capitalists and others to 
vest their money in such securities at a time 
the country was in peril and funds were 
needed to carry on the war to put down rebel- 
lion, would it not be bad faith in Congress 
now to refuse to sanction the paymentin coin? 

Mr. BUTLER. The question is fairly put, 
and deserves a fair and candid answer. The 
answer I make to it in the first place is this: 
of the Treasury did not 


_ believe these bonds were payable in gold, had 
| no right to give any such assurance, and no 
'man had the right to rely on such terms. 


} 


| Secondly, that we here, as the Government of 


the Umited States, are standing as trustees 
between the people of the United States the 
debtor, and the bond-holder the creditor, 


| and we have no right to administer that trust 
upon any equitable considerations not clearly 


arising out of the terms of the contract, 


/or upon any chivalric notions of honor, but 


| what shall not be done with the finances of the || 


| country. 


These three measures are of press- 


| ing necessity and imperative for prompt relief. 


When they are carried out, when the gold is 
sold and bonds paid with the proceeds so as 
to relieve greenbacks and send them back into | 


exactly according to the words and spirit 
of the contract creating the obligation. 


| We have no more right than a guardian 


| an equitable 


| circulation, when this discretionary power which || 


may or may not be exercised improperly is 
taken away, and when the banks are brought 


back to their position of banks ofloan and dis- |, 
count, then the country will be relieved. Then || 
_ after full and fair discussion you will see exactly | 
| the amount which our country will absorb in 
| non-interest-bearing notes of the United States, 


and fix that amount. Then consolidate the 


Mr. BUTLER. Ten minutes will be enough. | nineteen different kinds of loans and securities | 


Mr. MILLER. I would like to have the 
gentleman answer a question. 


we have now into one long taxable loan of the | 





would have to pay what he supposes might be 
ebt of his ward, or an execu- 
tor to exercise his notions of honor by paying 
out the funds of his trust against the protest 
of the creditors of the estate or the legatees. 
Mr. MILLER. One question more. Is 
there any other obligation upon the United 
States but that of an equitable one? The Uni- 
ted States being a sovereign cannot be sued. 
Mr. BUTLER. The United States Govern- 
ment is bound by its laws to the same extent 


'as the humblest individual; and it makes no 
| difference as to its obligations that there is no 


court in which to enforce its contracts except 
this highest court, the Congress of the United 


United States that shall be a consolidated | States. 
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PUBLIC ACTS OF THE FORTIETH CONGRESS 


OF TIE 


UNITED STATES, 


Passed at the First Session, which was begun and held at the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia, on 
Monday, the 4th day of March, A. D, 1867; was adjourned on Saturday, the 30th day of March, A, D. 1867, to 
meet on Wednesday, the 3d day of July, A. D, 1867; met on the said 3d day of July, and continued in session 
until Saturday, the 20th day of said July, on which day it adjourned to meet on Thursday, the 21st day of 
Novewber, A. D, 1867; met on the said 21st day of November, and ended the 2d day of December, A. D. 1867. 


ANDREW JOHNSON, President. 


Cuar. I.—An Act to amend an Act entitled 
‘“‘An Act to amend an Act entitled ‘An Act 
to incorporate a National Military and Naval 
Asylum for the Relief of the totally disabled 
Officers and Men of the Volunteer Forces of 
the United States,’ ’’ approved March twenty- 
one, eighteen hundred and sixty-six. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That section third of the 
act, to incorporate a national asylum for dis- 
abled officers and men of the volunteer forces 
of the United States, approved March twenty- 
first, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, beamended 


by striking out the words ‘‘not members of || 


Congress.’’ 
Sb 


AprroveD, March 12, 1867. 


Cuar. If.—An Act making Appropriations for 


the Expenses of Commissioners sent by the 


President to the Indian country. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the sum of twenty 
thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, to pay the ex- 
penses of commissioners sent by the Presi- 
dent to the Indian country. 

ApproveD, March 14, 1867. 


Cuap. III.—An Act to repeal a Joint Resolu- 
tion entitled ‘‘A Resolution to provide for 
the removal of the Wreck of the Steam- 
ship Scotland,’’ approved January twenty- 
ninth, eighteen hintndeed and sixty-seven. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 

resentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the joint resolution 

entitled ‘‘ A resolution to provide for the re- 

moval of the wreck of the steamship Scot- 
land,’’ approved January twenty-ninth, eight- 
een hundred and sixty-seven, be, and the same 
is hereby, repealed. 

Approvep. March 16, 1867. 


Cuap. IV.—An Act to clothe the maimed and 
destitute Soldiers. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and is hereby, authorized and required to 
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\\ adopted by the city council of the city of Bur- 


3ENJAMIN IF, Wane. President of the Senate. 


House of Representatives. 


furnish one complete suit of clothing to each || 
invalid soldier who is an inmate of any regu- 
larly constituted ‘‘Soldiers’ Home’’ in the 
United States, out of the stock on hand in the | 
quartermaster’s department. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That such 
clothing shall be delivered to the managers of 
such institutions upon their requisition there- | 
for, accompanied with such certificates as to 
numbers and condition as the Secretary of War | 


| may prescribe. 


ArrroveD, March 22, 1867. 
Cuap. V.—An Actin relation to a certain Tract || 
of Land in Burlington, Lowa. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 


| resentatives of the United States of America in | 


Congress assembled, That a certain ordinance | 


lington, in the State of Iowa, of date of Decem- 


| ber tenth, anno Domini eighteen hundred and 


sixty-six, entitled ‘‘ An ordinance devoting Mar- 
ket square to certain public purposes, and pro- | 
viding for the location of certain railroad tracks 


| upon certain streets, and for other purposes,”’ 
? I 


| in the said city of Burlington, upon the terms | 
| and conditions and for the purposes and uses | 


| is hereby ratified, approved, and made legal 


and valid, so far as relates to said public square ; | 
and that said ordinance shall operate to convey 
to the Burlington and Missouri River Railroad 
Company all right and interest of the United | 
States in the premises known as Market square, 


therein designated, and shall have the same | 
force, operation, and effect as if the fee-simple | 


| title to said Market square and streets were | 


owned by said city at the date of said ordi- 
nance. 
ApproveD, March 22, 1867. 


| Cuapr. VI.—An Act supplementary to an Act 


entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for the more | 
efficient government of the Rebel States,’’ | 
passed March second, eighteen hundred and | 
sixty-seven, and to facilitate restoration. | 
Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Rep- | 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That before the first day 
of September, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
seven, the commanding general in each district 
defined by an act entitled ‘‘ An act to provide 
for the more efficient government of the rebel 
States,’’ passed March second, eighteen hun- 


Scuuyier CoLrax, Speaker of the 


dred and sixty-seven, shall cause a registration 
to be made of the male citizens of the United 


| States, twenty-one years of age and upward, 


resident in each county or parish in the State 
or States included in his district, which regis- 
tration shall include only those persons who 
are qualified to vote for delegates by the ac 
aforesaid, and who shall have taken and sub- 
scribed the following cath or affirmation: “ J, 
, de solemnly swear, (or affirm,) in the 
presence of Almighty God, that I am a citizen 





of the State of ————; that I have resided in 
said State for months next preceding 
this day, and now reside in the county of ———-, 


or the parish of ,in said State, (as the 
case may be:) that I am twenty-one years old; 
that I have not been disfranchised for partici- 
yation in any rebellion or civil war against the 
United States, nor for felony committed against 
the laws of any State or of the United States; 
that I have never been a member of any State 
Legislature, nor held any executive or judicial 
| office in any State and afterward engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the United 
States, or given aid or comfort to the enemies 
thereof; that I have never taken an oath asa 
member of Congress of the United States, or as 
an officer of the United States, or as a member 
of any State Legislature, or as an executive or 
judicial officer of any State, tosupport the Con- 
stitution of the United States, and afterward 
engaged in insurrection or rebellion against 
the United States, or given aid or comfort to 
the enemies thereof; that I will faithfully sup- 
| port the Constitution and obey the laws of the 
United States, and will, to the best of my 
ability, encourage others so to do, so help me 
God;’’ which oath or affirmation may be ad- 
ministered by any registering officer. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That after 
| the completion of the registration hereby pro- 
| vided for in any State, at such time and places 
| therein as the commanding general shall ap- 
| point and direct, of which at least thirty days’ 
| ublic notice shall be given, an election shall 
be held of delegates to a convention for the 
purpose of establishing a constitution and civil 
government for such State loyal to the Union, 
said conventiop in each State, except Virginia, 
to consist of the same number of members as 
the most numerous branch of the State Legis- 
lature of such State in the year eighteen hun- 
| dred and sixty, to be apportioned among the 

several districts, counties, or parishes of such 
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State by the commanding general, giving to 
each representation in the ratio of voters regis- 
tered as aforesaid as nearly as may be. The 
convention in Virginia shall consist of the same 
number of members as represented the terri- 
tory now constituting Virginia in the most 
numerous branch of the Legislature of said 
State in the year eighteen hundred and sixty, 
to be apportioned as aforesaid. 

Seo. 3. And be it further enacted, That at 
said election the registered voters of each State 
shall vote for or against a convention to form 
u constitution therefor under this act. Those 
voting in favor of such a convention shall have 
written or printed on the ballots by which they 
vote for delegates, as aforesaid, the words 
‘* For a convention,’”’ and those voting against 
such a convention shall have written or printed 
on such ballots the words ‘‘ Against a ¢onven- 
tion.’’ Te persons appointed to superintend 
said election, and to make return of the votes 


Laws of the United States. 


without restraint, fear, or the influence of 
fraud, and if the Congress shall be satisfied 
that such constitution meets the approval of a 


majority of all the qualified electors in the 


. . . i 
given thereat, as herein provided, shall count 


and make return of the votes given for and 
against a convention; and the commanding 
general to whom the same shall have been 
returned shall ascertain and declare the total 
vote in each State for and against a conven- 
tion. If a majority of the votes given on that 
question shall be for a convention, then such 
convention shall be held as hereinafter pro- 
vided; but if a majority of said votes shall be 


State, and if the said constitution shall be 
declared by Congress to be in conformity with 
the provisions of the act to which this is sup- 
plementary, and the other provisions of said 
act shall have been complied with, and the 
said constitution shall be approved by Con- 
gress, the State shall be deelared entitled to 
representation, and Senators and Represent- 
atives shall be admitted therefrom as therein 
provided. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all 
the elections in the States mentioned in the 
said ‘‘ Act to provide for the more efficient 
government of the rebel States,’’ shall, during 
the operation of said act, be by ballot; and 
all otlicers making the said registration of 
voters and conducting the said elections shall, 
before entering upon the discharge of their 
duties, take and subscribe the oath prescribed 
by the act approved July second, eighteen 


hundred and sixty-two, entitled ‘‘ An act to | 


prescribe an oath of office: '’ Provided, That 


| if any person shall knowingly and falsely take 


against a convention, then no such convention | 


shall be held under this act: Provided, That | 
such convention shall not be held unless a | 


majority of all such registered voters shall 
have voted on the question of holding such 
convention. 

Suc. 4, And be it further enacted, That the 
commanding general of each district shall 
appoint as many boards of registration as may 
be necessary, consisting of three loyal officers 
or persons, to make and complete the regis- 
tration, superintend the election, and make 


return to him of the votes, list of voters, and | 


of the persons elected as delegates by a plu- 
rality of the votes cast at said election; and 
upon receiving said returns he shall open the 
same, ascertain the persons elected as dele- 


gates, according to the returns of the officers | 
who conducted said election, and make proc- | 


lamation thereof; and if a majority of the 
votes given on that question shall be for a 
convention, the commanding general, within 
sixty days from the date of election, shall 
notify the delegates to assemble in conven- 
tion, at a time and place to be mentioned in 
the notification; and said convention, when 
organized, shall proceed to frame a constitu- 


tion and civil government according to the | 


| 





provisions of this act, and the act to which it | 


is supplementary; and when the same shall 
have ae so framed, said constitution shall 
be submitted by the convention for ratifica- 
tion to the persons registered under the pro- 
visions of this act at an election to be con- 
ducted by the officers or persons appointed or 
to he appointed by the commanding general, 
as hereinbefore provided, and to be held after 
the expiration of thirty days from the date of 
notice thereof, to be given by said convention; 
and the returns thereof shall be made to the 
commanding general of the district. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if, 
according to said returns, the constitution shall 
be ratified by a majority of the votes of the 
registered electors qualified as herein speci- 
fied, cast at said election, at least one half of 
all the registered voters voting upon the ques- 
tion of such ratification, the president of the 
convention shall transmit a copy of the same, 
duly certified, to the President of the United 
States, who shall forthwith transmit the same 
to Congress, if then in sessiof, and if not in 
session, then immediately upon its next assem- 
bling; and if it shall moreover appear to Con- 
gress that the election was one at which all 
the registered and qualified electors in the 
State had an opportunity to vote freely and 


and subscribe any oath in this act prescribed, 
such person so offending and being thereof 
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of Representatives by the President of the Uni 
ted States, with his objections, and sent by the 
House of Representatives to the Senate, with 
the message of the President returning the 
bill: 

Resolved, That the bill do pass, two thirds 
of the Senate agreeing to pass the same. 

Attest: J.W. FORNEY, 

Secretary. 


Cnuar. VII.—An Act to provide for a District 


and a Circuit Court of the United States for 
the District of Nebraska, and for other pur. 
poses. 


Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Rep. 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the State of Nebraska 


| shall hereafter constitute one judicial district, 


and be called the district of Nebraska; and for 


_ said district a district judge, a marshal, and a 


duly convicted shall be subject to the pains, || 
penalties, and disabilities which by law are | 
provided for the punishment of the crime of 


willful and corrupt perjury. 

Sec. 7. 
expenses incurred by the several commanding 
generals, or by virtue of any orders issued, or 
appointments made, by them, under or by 
virtue of this act, shall be paid out of any 
moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 


fees, salary, and compensation to be paid to 
all delegates and other officers and agents 
herein authorized or necessary to carry into 
effect the purposes of this act not herein 
otherwise provided for, and shall provide for 


the levy and collection of such taxes on the | 


property of such State as may be necessary to 
pay the same. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the 
word “‘ article,’’ in the sixth section of the act 


| to which this is supplementary, shall be con- 
|| strued to mean, ‘‘ section.”’ 


SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
B. F. WADE, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 





Iy tHE Hovse or Representatives, U. &., 
March 23, 1867. 


The President of the United States having 
returned to the House of Representatives, in 
which it originated, the bill entitled ‘*‘ An act 
supplementary to an act entitled ‘An act 
to provide for the more efficient government 
of the rebel States,’ passed March second, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and to 
facilitate restoration,’’ with the objections 
thereto, the House of Representatives pro- 
ceeded, in pursuance to the Constitution, to 
reconsider the same; and 

Resolved, That the said bill do pass, two 
thirds of the House of Representatives agree- 
ing to pass the same. 

Attest : EDWD. McePHERSON, 

Clerk H. R., U.S. 
In Seyvate or THe Unirep Srartes, 
March 23, 1867. 


And be it further enacted, That all | 


district attorney of the United States, shall he 
appointed by the President, by ard with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
said district of Nebraska shall be attached to 
and constitute a part of the eighth judicial cir- 
cuit; and aterm of the circuit court and dis- 
trict court of the United States for said dis. 
trict shall be held in the city of Omaha, in the 
State of Nebraska, on the first Monday of May, 
and on the first Monday of November, in each 
year. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 


' circuit and district courts of the United States 
| for the district of Nebraska, and the judges 


| 


| thereof respectively, shall possess the same 


powers and jurisdiction and perform the same 
duties possessed and performed by the other 


|| circuit and district courts and judges of the 








The Senate having proceeded, in pursuance | 


of the Constitution, to reconsider the bill en- 


titled ‘‘An act supplementary to an act enti- | 


j 





tled ‘An act to provide for the more efficient || 
government of the rebel States,’ passed March || 
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and || 
to facilitate restoration,’’ returned to the House |! 


| of execution or of further 
| be directed by the Supreme 


: : || United States, and shall be governed by the 
convention for each State shall prescribe the || e : 


same laws and regulations. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 


| district judge appointed for the district. of 


Nebraska shall receive as his compensation 
the sum of thirty-five hundred dollars a year, 
payable in four equal installments, on the first 
days of January, April, July, and October of 
each year. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
marshal and district attorney of the United 
States, and clerk of the cireuit and district 
courts, for the said district of Nebraska, shall 
severally possess the powers and perform the 
duties lawfully possessed and performed by 


| similar officers in other districts of the United 
| States, and shall for the services they may 


perform receive the fees and compensation 


| allowed by the act entitled ‘‘An act to regu- 


late the fees and costs to be allowed clerks, 
marshals, and attorneys of the circuit and dis- 
trict courts of the United States, and for other 
purposes,’’ approved February twenty-sixth, 


| eighteen hundred and fifty-three. 


Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all 
eases of appeal or writ of error, heretofore 


| prosecuted, and now pending in the Supreme 


Court of the United States, upon any record 
from the supreme court of the Territory of 
Nebraska, or which may hereafter be prose- 
cuted from said court as herein allowed, may 
be heard and determined by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, and the mandate 
roceedings shall 
ourt of the Uni- 
ted States to the circuit or district court of the 
United States for the district of Nebraska, or 
to the supreme court of the State of Nebraska, 


/as the nature of said appeal or writ of error 
| may require, and each o 


these courts shall be 
the successor of the supreme court of Nebraska 
Territory as to all such cases, with full power 
to hear and determine the same, and to award 
mesne or final process thereon. And from all 
judgments and decrees of the supreme court 
of the Territory of Nebraska, prior to its ad- 
mission as a State, the parties to said judg- 
ments and decrees shall have the game right 
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to prosecute appeals and writs of error to the 
Federal courts as they had under the laws of 
the United States prior to the admission of 
said State of Nebraska into the Union. 

” Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That until 
a judge for said district of Nebraska shall be 
duly appointed the district judge of the United 
States for the district of Iowa shall act as the 
district judge of Nebraska, and shall have and 
exercise the same jurisdiction and power in 
the district hereby created as he has in the dis- 
trict of Iowa. 

ApproveD, March 25, 1867. 


Cuar. VIII.—An Act to exempt Wrapping- 
Paper, made from Wood or Cornstalks, from 
Internal Tax, and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That, from and after the 
passage of this act, wrapping-paper, made of 
wood or cornstalks, shall be exempt from in- 
ternal tax. 1] 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That every | 
national banking association, State bank, or 
banker, or association, shall pay a tax of ten 
per centum on the amount of notes of any town, 
city, or municipal corporation paid out by them 
after the first day of May, Sona eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, to be collected in the 
mode and manner in which the tax on the notes 
of State banks is collected. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That | 
wrapping-paper made from any other material | 
than that cited in the first section shall be also | 
exempt from internal tax. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That from 
and after the passage of this act, ladders made | 
wholly of wood shall be exempt from internal 
tax. 

ApprROVED, March 26, 1867. 


— 


Cuar. IX.—An Act in relation to the Ac- | 
knowledgment of Deeds in the District of | 
Columbia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in | 
Congress assembled, That hereatter acknowl- || 
edgments of deeds for the conveyance of real | 
estate in the District of Columbia may be taken || 
by the recorder of deeds for said district, or by 
a single justice of the peace; and any such 
acknowledgment heretofore taken by a single || 
justice of the peace is hereby made and de- || 
clared to be a valid acknowledgment: Pro- 
vided, That nothing in this act shall be held to 
impair the title of bona fide purchasers who, 
by conveyances and formal acknowledgments, || 
have, prior to the passage of this act, acquired 
paramount titles under existing laws. 

ApproveD, March 26, 1867. 





Cuap. X.—An Act supplementary to an Act 
entitled ‘‘ An Act to reimburse the State of 
West Virginia for Moneys expended for the 
United States in Enrolling, Equipping, and 
Paying Military Forces to aid in suppressing 
the Rebellion,’’ approved June twenty-one, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the money appropri- 
ated by the act to which this is a supplement 
shall be disbursed under the direction of the 
Secretary of War. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1867. 








a 
— - 


Crap. XI.—An Act to authorize the Entry and 
Occupation of a portion of Long Island, in 
Boston Harbor, for military purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, authorized to take pos- 
session of that portion of Long island, in Bos- 
ton harbor, Massachusetts, belonging to James 
T. Austin, for the purpose of erecting thereon 


| 
| 





Laws of the United Staies. 


a fort and such other structures as may be 
needed for military purposes, and there shall 
be paid for the same, out of any moneys in the | 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum 
of five thousand dollars, as agreed upon between 
Ivers J. Austin, the agent and representative 


for the purchase of said property: Provided, 


That said amount shall not be paid until the | 


Attorney General of the United States shall be 


satisfied that the title of said portion of said | 


island has been fully transferred to the United 


States free from all encumbrance, and that the 


person receiving the money is competent to act 


|| in the premises. 


AprproveD, March 28, 1867. 


Cap. XII.—An Act to authorize the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to sell the Gover[n]- 
ment Warehouses on Atlantic Dock, Brook- 
lyn, New York. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, ‘That the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized, in his discretion, 
to sell the property on Atlantie Dock, Brook- 
lyn, New York, kecing warehouses numbers 
fifty-four, fifty-six, and fifty-eight, now owned 
by the Government, the sale to be made at 
public auction to the highest and best bidder 
therefor, in ready money, after giving notice 
thereof six weeks in succession in two daily 
papers printed in the city of New York. And 
upon sale being made as aforesaid, the said 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 


and empowered to make, execute, and deliver | 


to the purchaser thereof a good and suflicient 
deed for the premises, conveying all the right, 


| title, and interest of the United States. 


Approvepb, March 28, 1867. 


Cnap. XITI.—An Act making Appropriations 
to supply Deficiencies in the Appropriations 
for Contingent Expenses of the Senate of the 
United States for the fiscal year ending June 


thirtieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, || 


and for other purposes. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- } 


resentatives of the United States of America in 


| Congress assembled, That the following sums 
be, and the same are hereby, appropriated out | 


of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the objects hereinafter ex- 
pressed, namely : 

For clerks to committees, pages, horses, and 
carryalls, fifteen thousand dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, thirty thousand 
dollars. 

For salary of the clerk to the Committee on 
Appropriations, from the date of his appoint- 
ment to the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred 


| and sixty-cight, twenty-eight hundred and 


ninety-eight dollars. 
To pay the expenses incurred under the res- 


olution of the Senate directing the hydration | 
| of the atmosphere of the Senate Chamber, the 
| sum of seven thousand five hundred dollars is | 
hereby appropriated and added to the con- | 


tingent fund of the Senate. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That 
section ten of an act entitled ‘‘An act making 
appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the 
Government for the year ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and for other 


purposes,”’ passed at the second session of the | 

rhirty-Ninth Congress, shall not be construed | 

to allow a greater compensation for the publi- | 

| cation of the laws passed by Congress and | 

| ae es a and treaties in the | 
a 


papers of the District of Columbia than is pro- 


| vided by law for such publication in other 
| papers. And the newspapers in the ten rebel- 


lious States named in section seven of ‘‘An act 
making appropriations for sundry civil expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 


thirtieth. cighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and 
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for other purposes,'’ which have been or may 
be designated in pursuance of the provisions 
of said section for the publiention of the public 
laws and treaties of the Urited States, shall 
publish the public laws and treaties of the 


|| Thirty-Ninth Congress, authentic copies of 
of the said James T. Austin, and the agent of | 
the United States charged with the negotiation | 


which it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
State to furnish as soon as practicable, after 
receiving notice of such designation; and there 
is hereby appropriated out of the Treasury, 
from any moneys not otherwise appropriated, 
& sum sufficient to pay for said service: Pro- 
vided, That the accounts therefor shail be 
settled in the usual manner, and the compen- 
| sation shall not exceed the rate fixed in section 
seven aforesaid. 
| Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That so 
much of section seven of an act entitled “An 


||} act making appropriations for sundry civil 
expenses of the Government for the year end- 


ing June thirty, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
eight, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
March second, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
seven, as relates to the publication of the 
treaties and the laws of the United States, be, 
| and the same is hereby, extended to the States 
not therein designated, and tothe Territories ; 
and that it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of State, upon receiving notice of the designa- 
tion of newspapers under the act aforesaid and 


|| this section, promptly to furnish to such news- 


| papers authentic copies of the treaties and laws 
of the United States to be published as afore- 
said: Provided, That it shall be lawful to print 
the laws and treaties of the United States, as 
aforesaid, in three newspapers in Louisiana: 

And provided further, That the rates fixed by 

previous laws shall not be hereby increased. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
following sums be, and the same are hereby, 
| appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 
| not otherwise appropriated, for the objects 
hereinafter expressed, for the fiscai year end- 
ing the thirtieth of June, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, namely—- 

For stationery for the House of Representa- 
tives, nine thousand dollars. 

For newspapers, ten thousand dollars. 

For miscellaneous items, ten thousand dol- 
lars. : 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That there 
be, and hereby is, appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
oriated, for salaries of the Commissioner of 
Education and his clerks, twelve thousand four 


|| hundred dollars, for the period of three months 
|| ending Jane thirty, eighteen hundred and sixty- 


seven, and for the year ending June thirty, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-eight. 
For furnishing offices and for stationery, six 


i thousand dollars. 


For the repair of Long Bridge, District of 
Columbia, to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of War, fifteen thousand dollars. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
following sums be, and the same are hereby, 
appropriated, out of any money in the Treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated, to enable the 
Secretary of the Interior to pay the expenses 
incurred by certain Indian delegations in visit- 


|| ing Washington city for the purpose of negotia- 


ting treaties and their return home, to wit: 
lor the Sioux of Lake Traverse, ten thou- 
sand dollars 

For the Sioux of the Upper Missouri, fifteen 
thousand dollars. 

For the tribes residing in the State of Kansas, 
fifteen thousand dollars. 

For the Chippewas of the Mississippi, six 
thousand dollars. 

And all laws allowing the President, the 
Secretary of the Interior, or the Commissioner 
| of Indian Affairs, to enter into treaties with 
|| any Indian tribes are hereby repeated, and no 
| expense shall hereafter be incurred in nego- 





tiating a treaty with any Indian tribe until an 
appropriation authorizing such expense shall 
be first made by law. 


| 
1 
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Sec. 7. 
several sums of money heretofore appropriated 
to be expended under the direction of the Com- 
missioner of Public Buildings be transferred to 
and may be expended under the direction of 
the Chief Kngineer of the Army, or such ofli- 
cer of the engineer corps as he may direct. 

Arrrovep, March 29, 1867. 


Cuar. XI1V.—An Act to Reimburse the States 
of Indianaand Ohio for Moneys expended for 
the United States in Enrolling, Equipping 
and Provisioning Militia Forces to aid in sup- 
pressing thé Rebellion. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in | 


Congress assembled, That immediately after 
the passage of this act the President shall ap- 
point three commissioners, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, who are not 
residents of the State of Indiana, whose duty 
it shall be to ascertain the amount of moneys 


expended by the State of Indiana in enrolling, | 


equipping, subsisting, transporting, and paying 
such State forces as were called into service in 
said State since the first day of January, eight- 
een hundred and sixty-two, to act in concert 
with the United States forces in the suppres- 
sion of rebellion against the United States. 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioners so appointed shall proceed, sub- 
ject to regulations to be prescribed by the Sec- 
retary of War, at once to examine all the items 
of expenditure made by said State for the pur- 
»oses herein named, allowing only for dis- 
eit made and amounts assumed by the 
State for enrolling, equipping, subsisting, trans- 
porting, and paying such troops as were called 


into service by the Governor, at the request of 


the United States department commander com- 
manding the district in which Indiana may at 
the time have been included, or by the express 
order, consent, or concurrence of such com- 
mander, or which may have been employed or 
used in suppressing rebellion in said State. 
And no allowance shall be made for any troops 
which did not perform aetual military service 
in full concert and coUperation with the author- 
ities of the United States and subject to their 
orders. 

Seo. 8. And be it further enacted, That in 
making up said account, for the convenience 
of the accounting officers of the Government, 
the commissioners shall state separately the 
amounts expended, respectively, for enrolling, 
equipping, arming, subsisting, transporting, 
and paying said troops. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, in 
the adjustment of accounts under this act, the 
commissioners shall not allow for any expend- 
iture or compensation for service at a rate 

reater than was at the time authorized by the 
te of the United States and the regulations 
prescribed by the Secretary of War in similar 
cases, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That as 
soon as said commissioners shall have made 
up said account and ascertained the balance, 
as herein directed, they shall make written 
report thereof, showing the different items of 
expenditure as hereinbefore stated to the See- 
retary of the Treasury, who shall cause the 
same to be examined by the proper accounting 
officers of the Treasury, and said officers shall 
audit the said accounts as in ordinary cases; 
and if from said report it shail appear that any 
sum remains due to the said State, he shall 
draw his warrant for the same, payable to the 
Governor of said State, and deliver it to him. 

Sec. 6, And be it further enacted, That the 
commissioners to be appointed as aforesaid 
shall, before proceeding to the discharge of 
their duties, be sworn that they will carefully 
examine the accounts existing between the 
United States and the State of Indiana, and 
that they will, to the best of their ability, make 
& just, true, and impartial statement thereof, 


And be it further enacted, That the || as required by this act. 


Laws of the United States. 


They shall receive 


|| such compensation for their services as may 














be determined by the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, not exceeding ten dollars per day for each 
commissioner. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
provisions of this act shall apply in every 
respect to the State of Ohio, and the same 
proceedings shall be had for ascertaining the 
amount due the said State of Ohio as are 


| herein provided for ascertaining the amount 


due the State of Indiana, and for the payment | 


of such amount, when ascertained under the 
limitations and restrictions of this act, a suffi- 
cient sum is hereby appropriated. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That a 
sufficient sum is hereby appropriated to carry 
this act into effect. 

Arprovep, March 29, 1867. 


Cuar. XV.—An Act to grant tothe American 


Atlantic Cable Telegraph Company, of New | 


York, the Right of Way and Privilege to Lay, | 
Land, and Operate a Submarine Telegraph | 


Cable on the Atlantic Coast of the United 
States, and establish Telegraph Communica- 


tion between the United States and Europe, | 


via the Bermudas and Azores Islands. 

Beit enacted by the Senateand House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the American Atlan- 
tic Cable Telegraph Company, of New York, 
be, and are hereby, vested with the right, power, 
and privileges, having acquired the necessary 
land therefor, to lay, and, and operate their 
cable or cables on the Atlantic coast, except 
the coast of Florida, within the jurisdiction of 
the United States, and the right, power, and 
privilege so to lay, land, and operate their 
cable or cables shall be vested in the said 
American Atlantic Cable Telegraph Company 
for the period of twenty years from the approval 
of this act: Provided, Thatthe said company 
shall commence active operations within the 
space of two years from the approval of this 
act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
American Atlantic Cable Telegraph Company, 
having acquired the necessary land therefor, 


shall have the right, power, and privilege to | 


lay, land, and operate their cable or cables 
within any of the ee waters, inlets, towns, 
and cities on the Atlantic coast, except the 
coast of Florida, offering the most practical 
and convenient landing, and to construct or 
erect all the necessary fixtures to accomplish 


| the object of this act. 


Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the 


Government of the United States shall at all | 


times have the preference in its use, upon terms 
that may be agreed upon between the Post- 
master General and the said company. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That Con- 
gress shall have power to alter, amend, or 
repeal this act. 

Arrrovep, March 29, 1867. 


Cuar. XVI.—An Act to establish a Port of 
Delivery at Chester, Pennsylvania. 

Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Chester, in the dis- 
trict of Philadelphia, shall be a port of deliv- 
ery, and a surveyor shall be appointed, who 





shall reside at said port of delivery and receive | 


a salary of five hundred dollars per annum. 
Approved, March 29, 1867. 


Cuar. X VII.—An Act to Increase the Force in 
the Patent Office. * 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of Americain 
Congress assembled, That the Commissioner 
of Patents is authorized from time to time to 
appoint, in the manner already provided for by 
law, such an additional number of principal 
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examiners, first assistant examiners, and s: cond 


assistant examiners as may be required to trans. 


| act the current business of the office with dis- 








patch: Provided, That the whole number of 


such additional examiners shall not exceed 


| four of each class, and that the total annual 


expense of the Patent Office shall not exceed 
its annual receipts. 
APPROVED, March 29, 1867. 


Cuap. XVITI.—An Act to Incorporate the 
Lincoln Monument Association. . 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Alexander H. Ran- 
dall, James Harlan, Alexander Ramsey, Na. 
thaniel P. Banks, Sidney Perham, John Con- 
ness, John T. Wilson, Godlove S. Orth, Delos 
R. Ashley, Halbert E. Paine, Charles 0’ Neill, 
Burt Van Horn, John F. Driggs, Frederick 
KE. Woodbridge, Jacob Benton, John Hill, 
Shelby M. Cullom, Thomas A. Jencks, Orin 
S. Ferry, N. B. Smithers, Francis Thomas, 
Samuel McKee, Horace Maynard, John FP, 
Benjamin, Rufus Mallory, Sidney Clarke, 
Daniel Polsley, Walter A. Burleigh, John 
Taffe, and their successors, are constituted 
a body-corporate in the District of Columbia, 
by the name of the Lincoln Monument Agso- 


'| elation, for the ry ne of erecting a monu- 


ment in the city of Washington, commemora- 
tive of the great charter of emancipation and 


| universal liberty in America. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 


| persons named in the first section of this act 


shall be the first trustees of the corporation, 
and shall have power to fill vacancies in their 
number, and to add to their number, not 
exceeding one from each State in the Union. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That said 
corporation shall have power to own and con- 
trol such property as'may be necessary for the 
carrying out of the objects of the association. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That said 
corporation shall have power to collect money, 
and to make such rules and regulations as they 
may deem necessary or expedient. 

Sec. 5. And beit further enacted, That said 
corporation shall have power to appoint a pres- 
ident, a vice president, a secretary, a treasurer, 
and also a board of managers, consisting of 
not less than seven nor more than thirteen, 
who shall have a general control of the affairs 
of the association, and who may be selected 
from persons not included in the list of corpor- 
ator [ator|s. The treasurer shall execute a 
bond in such penalty as may be required, con- 
ditioned for the safe-keeping of the funds of the 
corporation which may come into his hands, 
and for the faithful discharge of the duties 
required of him. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
property of the said corporation held or occu- 
pied by them for the uses and purposes of their 
incorporation shall be exempt from all taxes 
to be levied under the authority of the United 
States, or of any municipal corporation within 
the District of Columbia. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That 
Congress may at any time hereafter repeal, 
alter, or amend this act. 

Approved, March 29, 1867. 


Cuar. XX.—An Act to authorize the Appoint- 
ment of certain Watchmen, and for other 
purposes. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the eight watchmen 
on the Dome of the Capitol, at the congres- 
sional stables, the gate-keeper, and watchmen 
of the grounds surrounding the Capitol be here- 
after appointed by the Sergeant-at-Arms of the 
Senate, and the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House. 
That the officers aforesaid be also authorized to 
appoint three additional watchmen, one for 
each of the eastern portico[e]sand the carriage- 


=“ 


a 





ways under the same. Each watchman so | 
appointed shall receive an annual compensa- | 
tion of one thousand dollars, payable on the || 


order of the Sergeant-at- Arms of the Senate and 


the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House, or either | 


of them, and the amount of money necessary 
to pay said watchmen from the date of their 
appointment until the end of the present fiscal 


year be, and the same is hereby, appropriated. | 
For the compensation of said watchmen for | 


the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, the sum of eleven 
thousand dollars is hereby appropriated. 

For the compensation of an additional lieu- 


tenant and private of the Capitol police, author- | 
ized to be appointed by the Presiding Officers | 
of the two Houses of Congress, from the date | 
of their appointment until the close of the pres- | 
ent fiscal year at the rate paid others of the | 


same grade, so much money as may be neces- 


sary is hereby appropriated, and for the fiscal | 


year ending the thirtieth June, eighteen hun- 


dred and sixty-eight, the sum of thirty-three || 


hundred dollars is hereby appropriated. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms of the Senate and the 
Sergeant-at-Arms of the House are hereby 
authorized to select a pattern for a uniform for 


the Capitol police and watchmen, and furnish | 


to each member of the force two suits per year, 
at a cost not to exceed fifty dollars per suit, and 
also to furnish said force with the necessary 
belts, arms, and so forth, at a cost not to exceed 
twenty dollars per man, and the amount of 
money necessary to carry this provision into 
effect is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 


payable upon the certificate of the officers above || 


named. One half of the moneys hereinbefore 
appropriated shall be paid into the contingent 
fund of the Senate, and the other half into the 
contingent fund of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
Sergeant[s]-at-Arms of the Senate and of the 
House of Representatives are authorized to 
make such rules and regulations as they may 
deem necessary to preserve the peace and secure 
the Capitol from defacement and for the pro- 
tection of the public property therein, and shall 
have power to arrest and detain any person 
violating said rules, until such person can be 
brought before the proper authorities for trial, 
without further order of Congress. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all 
moneys appropriated for the Washington aque- 
duct and for the other public works of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia shall be expended under the 
direction of the Secretary of War. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all 
laws inconsistent with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

ApproveD, March 30, 1867. 





Cuarp. XXI.—An Act amendatory of the 
Organic Act of Colorado Territory. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That hereafter the ses- 
sions of the Legislative Assembly of Colorado 
Territory shall be biennial. Members of the 
Council shall be elected for the term of four 
years, and members of the House for the term 
of two years, and shall receive the sum of six 
dollars per day instead of three dollars hereto- 
fore allowed, and shall also receive the same 
mileage now allowed by law. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That each 
house shall have authority to elect, in addition 
to the officers now allowed by law, an enrolling 
clerk, who shall receive five dollars per day. 
The chief clerk shall receive six dollars per 
day, and the other officers elected by said 
saqeetare shall receive five dollars per day 
each. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 
members of the Legislative Assembly elected 
at the general election of said Territory in the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven shall 
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compose the first Legislature under this act, 
now fixed by law for the meeting of the Legis- 


lative Assembly of Colorado Territory. 
Aprprovep, March 30, 1867. 





part of the National Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Orphan Home in the District of Columbia, 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 


| resentatives of the United States of America in 


Congress assembled, That there be, and is 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
lreasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 


support in part of the National Soldiers’ and | 
Sailors’ Orphan Home, in the District of Co- | 
lumbia, organized under an act of the twenty- | 
fifth of July, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, | 
amended by the act of the twenty-second of | 
February, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, | 


to be expended under the direction of the offi- 


cers of said institution, five theusand dollars. | 


Approved, March 30, 1867. 





Cuap. XXITI.—An Act extending to the State | 
of Nebraska the Provisions of an Act relat- | 


ing to Agricultural Colleges. 


resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the grant made by 
law of the second day of July, eighteen hun- 


dred and sixty-two, to each State, of land | 


equal to thirty thousand acres for each of its 
Senators and Representatives in Congress, for 
the purpose of establishing agricultural col- 
leges, is extended to the State of Nebraska in 
the same manner as if Nebraska had been a 


| State of the Union at the date of the passage 
|| of said law. 


ApproveD, March 30, 1867. 





Cnarp. XXIV.—An Act to provide in part for 
Grading the Public Grounds, and for other 
purposes. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 


| Congress assembled, That the sum of twenty 
| thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out 


of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, to be expended by the Secretary 


| of the Interior, under the supervision of the 


architect of the Capitol extension, in grading, 


| filling up, removing buildings, and improving 
‘the public grounds and streets around the 
| Capitol. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all 


| repairs and alterations of the Capitol building 
| shall be made under the direction and super- 


vision of the architect of the Capitol extension 
AppROVED, March 30, 1867. 





Cuap. XXVII.—An Act supplementary to an 
Act entitled ‘‘An Act making Appropria- 
tions for sundry Civil Expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending June thirty, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-eight, and for 
other purposes,’’ passed March second, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- | 
| resentatives of the United States of America in 


Congress assembled, That the concluding pro- 
viso of section ten of the act described in the 
title hereof shall not be held to 
necessary printing, as heretofore 
Treasury 


increased. 
APPROVED, July 19, 1867. 





certain Soldiers and Sailors therein desig- 
nated. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- | 





revent the | 
one, in the | 
epartment and the bureaus thereof, | 
by their own employés; but the number of | 
persons employed in this service shall not be | 
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3 | shall be taken or held to bea deserter from the 
and said Legislature shall meet at the time || 


Army or Navy who faithfully served according 


|| to his enlistment until the nineteenth day of 


April, eighteen hundred and sixty-five, and 
who, without proper authority or leave first 


i] | obtained, dia quit his command or refuse to 
|| Cuap. XXIT.—An Act for the Support in || se thi 
| tained shall operate as a remission of any for- 
| feiture incurred by any such soldier or sailor 


serve after said date; but nothing herein con- 


of his pay, beunty, pension, or other allow- 
ances, but this act shall be construed solely as 
a removal of any disability such soldier or 
sailor may have incurred by the loss of his 
citizenship in consequence of his desertion. 
ArrroveD, July 19, 1867. 
Cuarp. XXIX.—An Act to establish certain 
Post Roads. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of Americain 


| Congress assembled, That the following be es- 


tablished as post routes: 

. MAINE, 

From Kennebunk, via Kennebunkport, to 
Cape Neddick. 

From j3iddeford to Saco Pool. 

Arrrov eb, July 19, 1867. 





Cuap. XXX.—An Act supplementary to an 
Act entitled ‘‘An Act to provide for the 
more eflicient Government of the Rebel 
States,’’ passed on the second day of March, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and the Act 
supplementary thereto, passed on the twen- 
ty-third day of March, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven. 


Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That it is hereby declared 
to have been the true intent and meaning of 
the act of the second day of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and sixty-seven, entitled 
**An act to provide for the more efficient gov- 
ernment of the rebel States,’’ and of the act 
supplementary thereto, passed on the twenty- 
third day of March, in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven, that the gov- 
ernments then existing in the rebel States of 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Mississippi, Alabama, Louisiana, 
Florida, Texas, aid Arkansas were not legal 
State governments; and that thereafter said 
governments, if continued, were to be con- 
‘tinued subject in all respects to the military 
commanders of the respective districts, and to 
the paramount authority of Congress. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the 
commander of any district named in said act 


| shall have power, subject to the disapproval 
| of the General of the Army of the 
| States, and to have effect till disapproved, 


nited 


whenever in the opinion of such commander 
the proper administration of said act shall re- 
— it, to suspend or remove from office, or 
rom the performance of official duties and 
the exercise of official powers, any officer or 
erson holding or exercising, or professing to 
old or exercise, any civil or military office 
or duty in such district under any power, elec- 


| tion, appointment or authority derived from, 
|| or granted by, or claimed under, any so-called 
| State or the government thereof, or any mu- 
| nicipal or other division thereof, and upon 
| such suspension or removal such commander, 


subject to the disapproval of the General afore- 
said, shall have power to provide from time to 
time for the performance of the said duties of 
such officer or person so suspended or removed, 
by the detail of some competent officer or sol- 


| dier of the Army, or by the appointment of 
Cuar. XXVIII.—An Act for the Relief of || some other person, to perform th 


e same, and 


|| to fill vacancies occasioned by death, resigna- 


tion, or otherwise. 
Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the 


resentatives of the United States of America in || General of the Army of the United States shall 
Congress assembled, That no soldier or sailor |! be invested with all the powers of suspension, 


neni Pet se te pe 
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removal, appointment, and detail granted in 
the preceding section to district commanders. 

Sec. 4, And be it further enacted, That the 
acts of the officers of the army already done 
in removing in said districts persons exercising 
the functions of civil officers, and appointing 
others in their stead, are hereby confirmed: 


Provided, That any person heretofore or here- |} 


after appointed by any district commander to | 
exercise the functions of any civil office, or by | 
the General of the Army. And it shall be the 


duty of such commander to remove from office |} 


as aforesaid all persons who are disloyal to the 


administration of this act and the acts to which 
it is supplementary. 
Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the 
boards of registration provided for in the act | 
entitled ‘‘An act supplementary to an act enti- | 
tled ‘An act to provide for the more efficient | 
fovernment of the rebel States,’ passed March | 
two, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and.o | 
facilitate restoration,’’ passed March twenty- 


three, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, shall || 


have power, and it shall be their duty before 

allowing the registration of any person, to as- | 
certain, upon such facts or information as they | 
can obtain, whether such person is entitled to | 
be registered under said act, and the oath re- | 
quired by said act shall not be conclusive on 
such question, and no person shall be regis- 
tered unless such board shall decide that he is 
entitled thereto; and such board shall also | 
have power to examine under oath, (to be ad- | 
ministered by any member of such board,) any | 
one touching the qualification of any person | 
claiming registration; but in every case of re- | 
fusal by the board to register an applicant, and | 
in every case of striking his name from the | 
list as hereinafter provided, the board shall | 
make a note or memorandum, which shall be | 
returned with the registration list to the com- | 


manding general of the district, setting forth 
the grounds of such refusal or such striking 
from the list: Provided, That no person shall 
be disqualified as member of any board of 
registration by reason of race or color. * 

Src. 6. And be it further enacted, That the 
true intent and meaning of the oath prescribed 
in said supplementary act is, (among other 
things,) that no person who has been a mem- 
ber of the Legislature of any State, or who has | 
held any executive or judicial office in any 
State, whether he has taken an oath to support | 
the Constitution of the United States or not, 
and whether he was holding such office at the 
commencement of the rebellion, or had held 
it before, and who has afterwards engaged in 
insurrection or rebellion against the United 
States, or given aid or comfort to the enemies 
thereof, is entitled to be registered or to vote; 
and the words ‘‘ executive or judicial office in 
any State’’ in said oath mentioned shall be 
construed to include all civil offices created by 
law for the administration of any general law 
of a State, or for the administration of justice. 

Soc. 7. And be it further enacted, That the 
time for completing the original registration 
provided for in said act may, in the discretion 
of the commander of any district be extended 
to the first day of October, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-seven; and the boards of registra- 
tion shall have power, and it shall be their 
duty, commencing fourteen days prior to any 
election under said act, and upon reasonable 
public notice of the time and place thereof, to 
revise, for a period of five days, the registra- 
tion lists, and upon being satisfied that any 
person not entitled thereto has been regis- 
tered, to strike the name of such person from 
ihe list, and such person shall not be allowed 
to vote. And such board shall also, during 
the same period, add to such registry the 
names of all persons who at that time possess 
the qualifications required by said act who 
hare not been already registered ; and no per- 











| Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all 
Government of the United States, or who use || 
their official influence in any manner to hinder, || 
delay, prevent, or obstruct the due and proper || 


i} 
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son shall, at any time, be entitled to be regis- 


tered or to vote by reason of any executive 
pardon or amnesty for any act or thing which, 


qualify him from registration or voting. 
_ Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That sec- 
tion four of said last-named act shall be con- 


named therein, whenever he shall deem it | 
needful, to remove any member of a board of 


stead, and to fill any vacancy in such board. 


members of said boards of registration and all | 
persons hereafter elected or appointed to office | 
in said military districts, andes any so-called | 
| State or municipal authority, or by detail or | 
| appointment of the district commanders, shall | 
| be required to take and to subscribe the oath 
of office prescribed by law for officers of the 
United States. 

Src. 10. And be it further enacted, That no 
district commander or member of the board 
of registration, or any of the officers or ap- 

| pointees acting under them, shall be bound in 


his action by any opinion of any civil officer 
of the United States. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That alf 
the provisions of this act and of the acts to 
which this is supplementary shall be construed 
liberally, to the end that all the intents thereof 
may be fully and perfectly carried out. 

SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
| B. IP. WADE, 





President of the Senate pro tempore. 


| 
| In tHE Hovse or Representatives, U. §., 
July 19, 1867. 


The President of the United States, having 
| returned to the House of Representatives, in 
which it originated, the bill entitled ‘‘An act 
supplementary to an act entitled ‘An act to 
provide for the more efficient government of 
the rebel States,’ passed on the second day of 
March, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and 
the act supplementary thereto, passed on the 
twenty-third day of March, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-seven,’’ with his objections thereto, 
the House of Representatives proceeded, in 
| pursuance of the Constitution, to reconsider 
the same; and 

Resolved, That the bill do pass, two thirds 
of the House of Representatives agreeing to 


pass the same. 
Attest : EDWD. McPHERSON, 
Olerk H. R. U.S. 





Ix rue Senate or THE United States, 
July 19, 1867. 


The Senate having proceeded, in pursuance 
of the Constitution, to reconsider the bill enti- 
tfed ‘‘An act supplementary to an act entitled 
‘An act to provide for the more efficient gov- 
ernment of the rebel States,’ passed on the 
second day of March, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, and the act supplementary thereto, 
passed on the twenty-third day of March, eigh- 
teen hundred and sixty-seven,’’ returned to the 
House of Representatives by the President of 
the United States, with his objections, and sent 
by the House of Representatives to the Senate, 
| — the message of the President returning the 
| bill: 
| Resolved, That the bill do pass, two thirds 
| of the Senate agreeing to = the same. 

Attest: J. W. FORNEY, 
Secretary. 

By W. J. McDONALD, 
| Chief Clerk. 








| Cusp. XXXII.—An Act to establish Peace 
| with certain Hostile Indian Tribes. 

| Beit enacted by the Senateand House of Rep- 
|. resentatives of the United States of America in 
| Congress assembled, That the President of the 


strued to authorize the commanding general || 
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registration and to appoint another in his || 











[July 19, 


Sn 


United States be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to appoint a commission to consist of 


| 
] three officers of the Army not below the rank 
_ without such pardon or amnesty, would dis- r 
| 


of brigadier general, who, together with N, G. 
Taylor, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, John 
B. Henderson, chairman of the Committee of 
Indian Affairs of the Senate, S. 8S. Tappan, 
and John B. Sanborn, shall have power and 
authority to call together the chiefs and head- 
men of such bands or tribes of Indians as are 
now waging war against the United States 


| or committing depredations upon the people 


thereof, to ascertain the alleged reasons for 
their acts of hostility, and in their discretion, 
under the direction of the President, to make 
and conclude with said bands or tribes such 
treaty stipulations, subject to the action of the 
Senate, as may remove all just causes of com- 
plaint on their part, and at the same time 


| establish security for person and property along 


the lines of railroad now being constructed to 
the Pacific and other thoroughfares of travel 
to the western Territories, and such as will 
most likely insure civilization for the Indians 
and peace and safety for the whites. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That said 
commissioners are required to examine and 
select a district or districts of country having 
sufficient area to receive all the Indian tribes 
now occupying territory east of the Rocky 
mountains, not now peacefully residing on 
permanent reservations under treaty stipula- 
tions, to which the Government has the right 
of occupation or to which said commissioners 
can obtain the right of occupation, and in 
which district or districts there shall be sufii- 
cient tillable or grazing land to enable the said 
tribés, respectively, to support themselves by 
agricultural and pastoral pursuits. Said dis- 
trict or districts, when so selected, and the 
selection approved by Congress, shall be and 
remain permanent homes for said Indians to 
be located thereon, and no person[s] not mem- 
bersof said tribesshall ever be permitted to enter 
thereon without the permission of the tribes 
interested, except officers and employés of 
the United States: Provided, That the dis- 
trict or districts shall be so located as not to 
interfere with trayel on highways located by 
authority of the United States, nor with the 
route of the Northern Pacific railroad, the 
Union Pacific railroad, the Union Pacific rail- 
road eastern division, or the proposed route of 
the Atlantic and Pacific railroad by the way of 
Albuquergue. 

Sec. 3. And be ét further enacted, That the 
following sums of money are hereby appro- 


| priated out of any moneys in the Treasury, to 


wit: To carry out the provisions of the pre 
ceding sections of this act, one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars; to enable the Secretary 
of the Interior to subsist such friendly Indians 
as may have seperated or may hereafter sep- 
erate themselves from the hostile bands or 
tribes and seek the protection of the United 
States, three hundred thousand dollars. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the 
Secretary of War be required to furnish trans- 
portation, subsistence, and pues to the 
commissioners herein named during the dis- 
charge of their duties. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That if 
said commissioners fail to secure the consent 
of the Indians to remove to the reservations 
and fail to secure peace, then the Secretary of 
War, under the direction of the President, is 
hereby authorized to accept the services of 
mounted volunteers from the Governors of the 
several States and Territories, in organized 
companies and battalions, not exceeding four 
thousand men in number, and for such term 
of service as, in his judgment, may be neces- 

for the suppression of Indian hostilities. 

EC. 6, A Be it further enacted, That all 
yolunteers so accepted shall be placed upon 
the same footing, in respect to pay, clothing, 
subsistence, and equipment, as the troops of 


the regular Army. 
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Src. 7. And be it further enacted, That said 


commissioners report their doings under this || 
act to the President of the United States, in- | 


cluding any such treaties and all correspond- 
ence as well as evidence by them taken. 
Approven, July 20, 1867. 


Cuar. XXXIII.—An Act to carry into effect | 


the Convention with the Republic of Vene- 
zuela for the Adjustment of Claims of Citi- 
zens of the United States on the Govern- 
ment of that Republic. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Jongress assembled, That, for the purpose of 
carrying into effect the convention with the 
Republic of Venezuela, for the adjustment 
of claims of citizens of the United States 
on the Government of that republic, signed 
at Caracas on the twenty-fifth day of April, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, the commis- 
sioner to be appointed by the President of the 
United States, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, shall be allowed a com- 
pensation in full for his services three thou- 
sand dollars, and ten dollars a day in commu- 


tation of travelling expenses for the time actu- |) 
ally and necessarily occupied in going from the | 
place of his residence to Caracas, and return- | 
ing to his home, after the termination of his | 


duties. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if || 
the President shall elect to appoint the Minis- | 


ter Resident of the United States in Venezuela 


to perform the duties of Commissioner under | 
the convention aforesaid, such minister shall | 
receive a compensation for his services of fifty | 
per centum of the sum hereinbefore mentioned | 


pursuant to the provisions of the ninth sec- 
tion of the act of August eighteenth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-six, ‘‘To regulate the diplo- 
matic and consular systems of the United 
States.”’ 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the | 
President be, and hereby is, authorized to | 
make such provision for the contingent ex- | 


penses of the commission under the conven- 
tion, including the moiety of the United States 
for the compensation of the umpire, and of 
the secretary who may be chosen by the com- 
missioners, pursuant to the provisions of the 
convention, as he shall deem just and proper. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That such 


sums of money as may be necessary to carry | 


out the provisions of this act, be, and they are 


hereby, appropriated out of any money in the | 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 
Aprroven, July 20, 1867. 


Cuar. XXXIV.—An Act amendatory of “An | 
Act making Appropriations to supply Defi- |, 


ciencies in the Appropriations for Contingent 

Expenses of the Senate of the United States 

for the fiscal year ending June thirty, eight- 

een hundred and sixty-seven, and for other 
purposes.’’ 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the concluding por- 
tion of section six of an act entitled ‘‘An act 
making appropriations to supply deficiencies in 
the appropriations for contingent expenses of 
the Senate of the United States for the scat year 
ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven,’’ approved March twenty-ninth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, in the words 
following, to wit: ‘‘ And all laws allowing the 
President, the Secretary of the Interior, or 
the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to enter 
into treaties with any Indian tribes are hereby 
repealed, and no expense shall hereafter be 


incurred in negotiating a treaty with any In- | 


dian tribe until an appropriation authorizing | 
such expense shall be first made by law,’’ be, 
and the same is hereby, repealed. 


APPROVED, July 20, 1867. 





Laws of the United States. 


No. 1.—A Resolution supplementary to other 
Joint Resolutions to enable the People of the 
United States to participate inthe advantages 
of the Universal Exhibition at Paris, in 1867. | 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- | 

sentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, I. That the commission 

ofthe United States atthe Universal Exhibition 

to be held at Paris in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-seven shall consist of the com- 
missioner general and honorary commissioner, | 
whose appointment was approved by the joint 
resolution of January twenty-two, [fifteen, } 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six; also of the 
thirty commissioners whose appointment was 


provided for by the joint resolution of July | 


five, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and of 


twenty commissioners, whose appointment is || 


hereinafter provided for. 


| 
II. That the commissioner general shall“be 


the president of the commission thus consti- 
tuted, with a vote on all questions that may 
arise. 

Ii. That the commission shall mect at Paris 
as early as possible before the opening of the 


elect a vice president from their own number, 
who, in the absence of the commissioner gen- 


men.of groups. 
1V. That the commission may designate 


number, being citizens of the United States, 
| known to be skilled in any branch of industry 
or art, who are hereby authorized to attend the 


honorary commissioners without compensation. 

V. That the commission may employ a 
secretary and clerks for the commission, the 
necessary scientific assistants and draughts- 


commission. 


| for the show or sale of any article at the Exhi- | 


| bition, or be interested, directly or indirectly, 
in any profits from any such article. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That fifty 
thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary for the purposes severally epeci- 
fied, are hereby appropriated out of any moneys 

| in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: 

For additional freights from New York to 

| Havre. 

For transportation and freight from Havre 
to Paris. 

For return freight of articles owned by the 
United States or lent to the Government by 
individuals. . 

For marine and fire insurance on the articles 
thus lent. 


building, and in grounds adjacent. 


joint resolution for that purpose. 

For the necessary expense of collecting, 
| classifying, labeling, and packing mineral- 
ogical specimens, to complete the exhibition of 
| the mineral wealth of the United States. 

For the necessary expense of laborers and 
extra service. in the offices at Paris and New 
York, and for the expenses of a secretary, 


rooms, and other incidental expenses of the 
commission. 
| Sec. 3. And be it further resolved, That it 
shall be the duty of the general agent at New 


’ 
} 
| clerks, scientific assistants, and draughtsmen, 
} 
' 
' 





RESOLUTIONS. | 


Exhibition, upon the call of the commissioner | 
general, and, when properly organized, shall | 
make such rules and regulations as may be | 
necessary for efficient action, with power to | 


eral, shall preside at all meetings of the com- || 
mission, and to appoint committees and chair- | 


additional persons, not exceeding twenty in | 


Exhibition in behalf of the United States, as | 


men, and may engage suitable rooms for the | 


VI. That no commissioner shall act as agent | 


For additional steam power at Paris, in the | 
‘““palace’’ and the ‘‘annex,’’ or supplemental | 


For the exhibition of machines, agricultural | 
and other, and for the erection of buildings to |} 
illustrate the education and agriculture of the | 
United States, and for the collection of speci- | 
mens of agricultural productions, under the | 
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York, and of the commissioner general at 

Paris, to transmit to Congress, through the 

Department of State, a detailed statement of 

the manner in which the expenditures herein 

authorized are made by them respectively. 
Approveb, March 12, 1867. 


No. 2.—A Resolution extending the Time for 
the Completion of the Improvement of the 
lox and Wisconsin Rivers. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the time provided 
for the completion of the improvement of the 
lox and Wisconsin rivers, and a canal con- 
necting the same, by section three of an act 
of Congress, approved August eighth, eighteen 
hundred and forty-six, entitled, ‘‘An act to 
grant a certain quantity of land to aid in the 
improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, 
and to connect the same by a canal in the 
Territory of Wisconsin,’’ be, and the same 
hereby is, extended for the term of five years 
from and after the approval of this resolution, 


|| with all the rights and privileges conferred by 


| said act. 
Aprprovep, March 12, 1867. 


No. 3.—A Resolution presenting the Thanks 
of Congress to George Peabody. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 

| sentatives of the United States of America in 

| Congress assembled, That the thanks of Con 

gress be, and they hereby are, presented to 

George Peabody, of Massachusetts, for his 


|| great and peculiar beneficence in giving a large 
rY 


sum of money, amounting to two million dol- 
| lars, for the promotion of education in the 
more destitute portions of the southern and 
southwestern States, the benefits of which, 
according to his direction, are to be distrib- 
uted among the entire population without any 
distinction, except what may be found in needs 
or opportunities of usefulness. 
Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That it 
shall be the duty of the President to cause a 
| gold medal to be struck, with suitable devices 
{| and inseriptions, which, together with a copy 


|| of this resolution, shall be presented to Mr. 
| Peabody in the name of the people of the 
United States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further resolved, That a 
|| sufficient som of money to carry this resolution 
| into effect is hereby appropriated out of any 

money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
i| priated. 
| Approvep, March 16, 1867, 


| No. 4.—A Resolution for the Relief of Freed- 
men or Destitute Colored People in the 
1] District of Columbia. 
|| Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
\| sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That fifteen thousand dol- 
| lars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, 
|| out of any money in the Treasury not other- 
] wise appropriated, for the relief of freedmen 

or destitute colored people in the District of 
|| Columbia, the same to be expended under the 
|| direction of the Commissioner of the Bureau 
|| of Freedmen and Refugees. 

Approvep, March 16, 1867. 





| No. 5.—Jeint Resolution to authorize the 
refunding of discriminating Duties exacted 
upon Merchandise imported in Hawaiian 
| Vessels. 

| Beitresolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
'| resentatives of the United States of Americain 
|| Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
|| Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to 
\| remit or refund all duties which have been 
\| assessed since the first day of January, one 
|| thousand eight hundred and sixty-five, on Ha- 
| waiian vessels and their cargoes beyond the 
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amount which would have been payable on 


vessels of the United States and their cargoes. | 


9) 


Arprovep, March 22, 1867, 





No. 6.—Joint Resolution in relation to certain 
Coin and Bullion on Special Deposit in the 
irea ury. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the one hundred 
thousand dollars, or thereabout, in coin and 
bullion, now on special deposit in the Treas- 
ury of the United States, after said bullion is 
converted by directions of the Treasurer into 
coin, be paid into the Treasury, 

Aprrrovep, March 22, 1867. 


No. 7.—Joint Resolution authorizing the Sec- 
retary of War to turn over certain Property 
of the United States at Camp Chase, Ohio, 
for the use of the National Asylum for Dis- 
abled Volunteer Soldiers, and for other pur- 
poses. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
reseniatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, ‘hat the Secretary of War 
be, and hereby is, authorized to turn over the 
barracks, buildings, and other property of the 
United States, now at Camp Chase, near Co- 
lumbus, Ohio, to the board of managers of the 
National Asylum for Disabled Volunteer Sol- 
diers, for the use and benefit of such soldiers. 

sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the 
Secretary of War be, and hereby is, authorized 
to sell such surplus clothing, quartermaster’s 
and medical stores, as he may deem expedient, 
at first prices, to the National Asylum for the 
use of disabled volunteer soldiers therein. 

Arprovep, March 22, 1867. 





Laws of the Un ited States. 


tions and surveys relating to the improvement || 


of harbors and rivers on the northwestern lakes. 
Aprrovep, March 22, 1867. 


any 
No. 10.—A Resolution amending the ninth 
Section of “‘An Act to amend an Act enti- 


tled ‘An Act to provide for the better secur- 
ity of the Lives of Passengers on board of 


Vessels propelled in whole or in part by | 


Steam,’ and for other purposes,’’ approved 
August thirtieth, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
two. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the fifth division of 
the ninth section of an act entitled ‘‘An act to 
amend an act entitled an act to provide for 
the better security of the lives of passengers on 
board of vessels propelled in whole or part by 
steam, and for other purposes,’’ approved 


August thirtieth, in the year eighteen hundred | 
ang fifty-two, is so far amended that inspectors | 


may, in the license therein provided for, ex- 
empt a steamer from the obligation to carry in 
a safe, chest, or apartment composed of or 


| lined with metal, compact packages of friction- 
, matches, securely packed in strong, tight 


No. 8.—Joint Resolution to supply an omis- || 


sion in the enrollment of the ‘‘Act to provide | 

increased Revenue from imported Wool, and 

for other purposes.’’ | 

Whereas in the enrollment of the bill enti- 
tled ‘‘An act to provide increased revenue from | 
imported wool, and for other purposes,’’ ap- | 
proved March second, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, the words ‘*‘ Canada long wools’’ 
were inadvertently omitted from the paragraph 
designated under the heading ‘‘ Class 2. Comb- 
ing Wools;’’ and whereas said words are in 
the engrossed bill, and were intended as part 
of the act aforesaid, as passed by the Thirty- | 
Ninth Congress: Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America i» 
Congress assemlled, That the ‘‘Act to provide: | 
increased revenue from imported wool, and for 
other purposes,’’ aforesaid, be, and is hereby, 
amended by inserting after the words ‘* Down 
combing wools,’’ in the paragraph headed 
‘*Class 2. Combing Wools,’’ the words ‘‘ Can- 
ada long wools.’’ 

Arprovep, March 22, 18¢ 


,~ 
die 


No. 9.—A Resolution providing for the neces- 
sary Surveys for a Ship-Canal between Lake 
Evie and Lake Ontario for Military, Naval, | 
and Commercial purposes. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- | 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, ‘That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause surveys, with plans and estimates of 
cost, to be made by an officer of engineers, for 
a ship-canal to connect Lakes Erie and Onta- 
rio, or the navigable waters thereof, of suita- 
ble location and dimensions for military, naval, 
and commercial purposes, and that the expenses 
of the same be eta from the sums appro- 
priated in the acts of June twenty-three, eight- 
een hundred and sixty-six, aa March twé6, | 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, for examina- | 


wooden chests or boxes, the covers of which 
shall be firmly fastened on by locks, screws, 
or other fastenings, and which shall be stowed 
in a safe part of the steamer designated in 
their license by the inspectors, and at a safe 
distance from any fire. 

Approved, March 22 


“—) 


1867. 


No. 11.—Joint Resolution fixing the rate of 
Duty on Umbrellas, and on Wire Spiral Fur- 
niture Springs. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That from and after the 
yassage of this joint resolution there shall be 
levied, collected, and paid upon umbrellas, 
parasols, and sun-shades imported from for- 
eign countries, when made of silk, no lower 
rate of duty than that now imposed upon piece 
and dress silks, namely, sixty per centum ad 
valorem; and when made of other materials 
than silk the duty shall be fifty per centum ad 


| valorem ; and that wire spiral furniture springs 


|imported from foreign countries, manufac- 
| tured of iron wire, shall be required to pay the 


| same rate of duty as now imposed on iron wire, 


namely, two cents per pound and fifteen per 
centum ud valorem. 
Approvep, March 25, 1867. 


No. 12.—A Resolution to terminate a Contract 
of a Member of Congress with the Post Office 
Department of the United States of America. 
Whereas it is declared by an act of Congress 

approved April twenty-first, eighteen hundred 


| and eight, that ‘‘ No member of Congress shall 
directly or indirectly, himself or by any other 

| person in trust for him, or for his use or ben- 
efit, or on his account, execute, hold, or enjoy, 

| 

| 


|| hereafter to be made or entered into with any 


in whole or in part, any contract or agreement 


* * * 


officer of the United States ’”’ 


| ‘or to any benefit to arise therefrom,’’ and so 


forth; and whereas the present contractor for 


‘route No. 14782, from Lincoln, California, to 


Portland, Oregon, has recently beén elected 


| United States Senator: Therefore, 


Beit resolved by the Senateand Houseof Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 


_ Congress assembled, That the Postmaster Gen- 


eral be, and he is hereby, authorized to cancel 
the contract between the United States and 
the present contractor for the transportation 


, of the mail on route No. 14782, between Lin- 


coln, California, and Portland, Oregon, an- 
nulling the same in the usual way, to take 


| effect on the thirtieth day of September, anno 


Domini eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 


| And it is hereby made the duty of the Post- 
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ees 


master General, after the passage of this rego. 
lution, to advertise for bids for the perform. 
ance of the service for the residue of the con. 
tract term, for at least sixty days, in at least 
one newspaper published at the seat of goy- 
ernment of the State of California, and one 
newspaper published in Portland, Oregon, and 
to contract with the lowest responsible bidder: 
Provided, That the Postmaster General, jn 
accordance with the usage of the Department, 
| shall have the power to reject any bid which 
he may deem exorbitant. 
Approvep, March 26, 1867. 


No. 13.—Joint Resolution providing for the 
Importation into the United States of certain 
Works of Art duty free, and for other pur- 
poses. 

Beit resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
| resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That from and after the 
passage of this joint resolution, any object of 
| art imported by any individual or association 
| of individuals for presentation, as a gift, to the 
United States Government, or to any State, 
county, or municipal governinent, shall be 
admitted free of duty, under such rules and 
regulations as the Secretary of the Treasury 
may prescribe. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, and he hereby is, 
authorized to refund the duties paid on any 
steam agricultural machinery imported into the 
United States during the current fiscal year as 
models or for experimental purposes, and to 
remit the duties on any steam machinery of like 
description which may be imported for such 
purpose prior to the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
vundred and sixty-eight: Provided, That this 
section shall apply only to steam-plows. 

Sec. 8. ‘And be it further resolved, That the 
Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
and required to discontinue the employment of 
any officer or person employed under the acts 
for the collection of direct taxes in insurrection- 
ary districts within the United States, when- 
ever in his judgment their service is no longer 
needed, and he is hereby authorized to devolve 
upon any officer or officers of internal revenue 
in said districts any portion of the duties 
imposed by said acts, who shall perform such 
duties without additional compensation. 

Approved, March 26, 1867. 








No. 14.—A Resolution to make valid the Laws 
of New Mexico passed at the Session of the 
Legislature held at Santa I'é, from the third 
day of December, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-six, to thirty-first day of January, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the laws passed by 
the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
New Mexico, at its last session, which began 
on the third day of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-six, and ending on the thirty- 
first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-seven, and signed by W. F. M. Army, 
acting secretary and acting Governor of said 
Territory of New Mexico, shall have the same 
force and effect as though the same had been 
approved and signed by the Governor duly 
appointed, subject to the future revision and 
approval of Congress. 

APPROVED, March 26, 1867. 


No. 15.—A Resolution concerning the Uniform 
of Persons in the Diplomatic Service of the 
United States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
| Congress assembled, That all persons in the 
| diplomatic service of the United States are pro- 
} 


hibited from wearing any uniform or official 
costume not previously authorized by Congress. 
Approvep, March 27, 1867. 
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No, 16.—A Resolution declaring the Meaning 
of the second Section of the Act of the sec- 
ond of March, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
one, relative to Property lost in the Military 
pervice. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of Americain 
Congress assembled, That section two of the 
act of Congress entitled ‘‘ An act to provide 


for the payment of expenses incurred by the | 


Territories of Washington and Oregon in the 
suppression of Indian hostilities therein in 
the years eighteen hundred and fifty-five and 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six,’’ approved the 
second of March, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
one, shall be so construed that whenever any 
claimant for lost property shall comply with 
all the terms and conditions of the act of the 
third of March, eighteen hundred and forty- 
nine, on the subject of property lost in the 
military service, he, she, or they shall be paid 
the amount of the jadgments in his, her, or 
their favor, entered by the Third Auditor and 
certified by him as required by the last-named 
act, out of any money in the ‘Treasury not 
otherwise appropri: ated. 
Arprovep, March 28, 1867, 


No. 17.—Joint Resolution to furnish Trans- 
portation of Provisions to the Destitute in 
the South. 

Beit resolved by the Senateand House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of Americain 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Navy, upon the application of the contributors 
or of any person on their behalf, be, and he is 
hereby, authorized and directed to charter a 
vessel to convey provisions contributed by the 
people from Baltimore, Maryland, to Wilming- 
ton, North Carolina, for gratuitous distribu- 
tion among the destitute of the South, under 
the direction of the contributors and such reg- 


ulations as may, by the Secretary of the Navy, | 


be prescribed. 

ApproveD, March 29, 1867. 

No. 18.—Joint Resolution in reference to the 
Payment of the Salaries of Members of 
Congress. 

Be il resolved by the Senateand House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That each Senator, Mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, and Del- 
egate in Congress, after having taken and sub- 
scribed the re quired oath, shall be entitled to 
receive his compensation at the end of each 
month, at the rate now established by law, and 
an amount sufficient to pay their compensa- 
tion and mileage to the first day of July next 
is Hereby appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 

ApproveD, March 29, 1867. 





No. 19. 
entitled ‘‘An Act to Provide Inereased Rev- 


evnue from Imported Wool, and for other | 


purposes.’’ 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United Statesof America in 
Congress assembled, That the act entitled “An 
act to provide increased rey enue from imported 
wool, and for other purposes,’’ approved March 
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, be 
amended by striking out in the paragraph com- 
mencing with the words “ on web »bings, belt- 
ings, bindings, braids,’’ the following words, 
viz: *funmixed with silk.’ 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the 
joint resolution of March second, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-seven, to amend section five 
of an act entitled *‘An act to incres ase the duties 
on imports , and for othe rT purposes, ’ approved 
June thirtie th, eighteen hundred and sixty- 
four, shall not be construed to apply to last- 


ing, mohair cloth, silk, twist, or other manu- | 
factures of cloth woven or made in patterns |! 
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Joint Resolution to amend an Act | 
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Laws of the 


of such size, shape, and form, or cut in such 
manner as to be fit for buttons exclusively. 
Arprovep, March 29, 1867. 


No. 20.—Joint Resolution providing for the 
necessary Surveys for a Ship-Canal around 
the Falls of the Ohio River, for Military, 
Naval, and Commercial purposes. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, authorized and directed 
to cause surveys, with plans and estimates of 
cost, to be made by an officer of engineers, 
for a ship-canal around the falls of the Ohio 
river on the Indiana side thereof, of suitable 
location and dimensions for military, naval, 
and: commercial purposes; and also to cause 
said officer to estimate the expense of com- 
pleting the Louisville and Portland canal, on 
the Kentucky side of said falls, according to 
the plan on which the said canal company is 
now progressing with said work, and that the 
expenses of both be defrayed from the sums 
appropriated in the acts of June twenty-three, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-six, and March 
two, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, for 
examination and surveys relating to the im- 
provement-of harbors and rivers on the north- 
western lakes. 

Approvep, March 29, 1867. 

No. Oe Resolution to authorize the 
Secretary of War to build Dredge-Boats for 
use at the mouth of the Mississippi River. 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 

resentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 

be, and is hereby, authorized, on the recom- 

mendation of the engineer department, to build 
and operate two dredge-boats for the purpose 
of deepening and keeping open the channel of 
one or more of the passes at the mouth of the 

Mississippi, and to expend for that purpose 

so much as may be necessary of the appropri- 

ation for the improvement of the mouth of the 

Mississippi river, provided for in the ‘‘ Act 

mi aking ap propriat ions for the repair, preser- 
vation, and completion of certain public works 

heretofore commenced under the authority of 

law, and for other purposes,’’ approved March 
second, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven. 

Ap®roveD, March 29, 1867. 


No. 22.—Joint Resolution authorizing the 
Seeond Auditor to settle the Aceounts of 
Otiicers of the Army in certain cases. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United State 3 of America in 
Congress ass embled, That the Second Auditor 
be, and is hereby, authorized and instructed to 
audit and settle the accounts of line officers of 
the Army to the extent of their pay for their 
services as such, due them from the United 
States, in all cases where such Auditor shall be 
satisfied by affidavit of such line officer or other- 
wise, of their inability to make their monthly 
report or returns by reason of their having been 
prisoners in the h: inds of the ene my, or any acci- 
dent or casualty of war, they have been unable 
to account for property in their possession. 

Aprroven, March 29, 1867. 

No. 23.—Joint Resolution relative to the issue 
of Agricultural College Scrip to the States 
lately in Rebellion. 

Whereas on the third day of April, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-six, by the authority and 
direction of the President of the United States, 


e. 7? . . . 
agricultural college scrip, covering nearly two 


hundred and seventy thousand acres, was 
issued and delivered to the State of North 
Carolins, under the act of Congress of July 
Sifth [second], eighteen hundred and sixty- 


two, providing for agricultural colleges; and 
whereas, by the same authority, the General !! 
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AT 


tOTH CoNna.... 1st Sess, 

Land Office is now preparing to issue scrip in 
like n nanner to the States of Virginia, Georgia, 
and Mississ PP! and whereas said action of 
the Preside a takes for granted that said States 
are restored to their proper constitutional re- 
lation to the Union, and are to be recognized 
in all respects as entitled to the rights of 
the other States of the Union, which ques- 


| tions Congress alone can rightfully determine : 
* Therefore, 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the further issue or 
delivery of such scrip to any of the States 
lately in rebellion against the United States, 
except the State of ‘lennessee, or the accept- 
ance of such scrip or of any heretofore issued 
by the registers or receivers of any of the land 
offices of said States be, and the same is hereby, 
prohibited until they shall be fully restored to 
their rights as States by Congress. 

AprprovebD, March 29, 1867. 

No. 24.—A Resolution in relation to the Edu- 
cational Interests of the District of aie 

Re solved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Commissioner of 
dueation be directed to ascertain the number 
of children resident in the District of Colum 
| bia over the age of six years and under the age 


| of eighteen years; the number of said children 


that are blind, and the number that are deaf 
and dumb; the number and character of public 
school-houses, number of teachers, and the 


| number of pupils in attendance, number and 


character of school libraries, character of text 

books used, average period per annum each 

pupil is taught, and cost of tuition, with inei 
| dental expenses of said schools, and report the 
| same to Congress at its next regular session, 
| together with his opinion of the relative eth 
| ciency of the system now in force in said. Dis 

triet, and whether any additional le odilation is 
| necessary in order to secure the advantages of 
said system to all ‘of said children. 

ArrroveD, March 29, 1867. 


| 
} 
No. 25.—A Resolution in reference to the 
Collection and Payment of Moneys due Col- 
ored Soldiers, Sailors, and Marines, or their 

| Heirs. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 


|| sentatives of the United States of America in 


1 C ongress assembled, Vhat all checks and Treas- 
ury certificates to be issued in the settlement of 
| claims for pay, bounty, prize-money, or other 
| moneys due to colored soldiers, sailors, or 
| marines, or their legal representatives now 
residing, or who may have resided, in any State 
in which slavery existed in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty, the claim for which has 
| been or may be prosecuted by an agent or 
attorney, shall be made pays able to the Com- 
| missioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau, who shall 
pay the said agent or attorney his lawful fees 
and expenses, and shall hold the balance sub- 
ject to the order of the claimants on satisfac- 
tory identification ; but no money shall be paid 
to any person except i claimant or his or Phas 
legal represent: tives, deceased; nor shall 
any power of attorney, teagan or assignment 
of the amount of said claims, or any part 
thereof, be recognized or allowed by the Com- 
missioner, or by any officer or agent acting 
under him; and it shall be the duty of the said 
Commissioner, the officers and agents of the 
Freedmen’s Bureau, to facilitate as far as pos- 
sible the discovery, identification, and payment 
of the claimants. 
Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the 
Commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau shall 
be held responsible for the safe custody and 
faithful disbursement of the funds hereby in- 
trusted to him. In settling with the attorney 
| or agent of the claimant strict compliance with 
the scale of fees prescribed by the second sec- 
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tion of a joint resolution approved June twen- 
ty-six, eighteen hundred and sixty-six, entitled 
‘* Joint resolution amendatory of a joint reso- 
lution respecting bounties to colored soldiers 
and the pensions, bounties, and allowances to 
their heirs,’’ approved June fifteen, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-six, will in every case be 
required and enforced ; and if any attorney or 
agent shall, in addition to notarial fees and 
expenses of collecting such claim, demand re- 
payment for money loaned or advanced to any 
claimant, he shall be required to make oath to 
the date and amount of such loan or advance, 
or payment of the fees and expenses shall be 
withheld; and when the claimant shall have 
been properly identified, and his account is 
ready for settlement, the balance due shall be 
paid in current funds, and not in checks or 
drafts. 
SkEc. 3. 
money held or disbursed under the provisions 
of this resolution shall be held and disbursed 
under the same rules and regulations govern- 
ing other disbursing officers of the Army. 
Aprrovep, March 29, 1867. 


No. 26.—A Resolution relative tothe Payment 
of Expenses incurred by the Judges of Elec- 
tion for the Cities of Washington and George- 
town, District of Columbia. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, ‘That the corporations of 
the cities of Washington and Georgetown, Dis- 
trict of Columbia, be, and the same are hereby, 
required to pay, or cause to be paid, all neces- 
sary expenses, including printing, clerk hire, 
room rent, stationery, and a per diem compen- 
sation to each of the judges of election in the 
respective cities, appointed under the act of 
Congress entitled *‘An act to punish illegal 
voting in the Distriet of Columbia, and for 
other purposes,’’ approved February fifth, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, of tive dol- 
lars per day for every day they shall be actually 
employed in the discharge of their duties, and 


the certificate of the judges of election of either | 


city, or a majority thereof, of the correctness 


of any account arising out of the action of said | 
judges, shall be deé@ined sufficient to constitute | 


the same a legal debt against the city to which 
the judges so certifying shall belong. 


person willfully making a false statement under 
oath, before any of said judges, shall be deemed 
guilty of perjury, and on conviction thereof 


shall be subject to imprisonment for the term || 


of not less than one nor more than five years. 

Sec. 2. And be it further resolved, That the 
judges of the supreme court of the District of 
Columbia shall appoint three commissioners 


of election in each voting precinct in said cities || 


of Washington and Georgetown, who shall hold 
their offices for two years and until their suc- 
cessors are appointed and qualified, whose duty 
it shall be to take charge of the ballot-boxes at 


the polls at each election, to receive and deposit | 


in said boxes the ballots of legalized voters in 


their respective precincts, to count the votes | 


after the polls are closed, and declare the result, 
and make returns thereof as now provided by 
law. And the said commissioners of election 
shall receive the votes of all persons whose 


names are on the list of votersin said precinct, | 
prepared by the judges of election aforesaid, | 


and none others; they shall have power to 


administer oaths, and to examine persons offer- | 


ing to vote, and other witnesses as to the iden- 


tity of voters, and ‘shall receive from their | 


respective cities the same compensation for 


their services as is now paid to the commis- | 


sioners of election in said cities; and any per- 
son swearing falsely relative to the same shall 
be deemed guilty of perjury, and shall, on con- 
viction thereof, be subject to imprisonment for 


And be it further resolved, That all 
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| the term of not less than one nor more than 
five years. All acts and parts of acts incon- 
sistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
Approvep, March 29, 1867. 


| No. 27.—A Resolution in relation to the 
[xecution of Surveys of Rivers ordered 
by Congress. 


| sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Chief of Engi- 
neers may, with the approval of the Secretary 
of War, employ such civil engineers, not ex- 
ceeding five in number, for the purpose of 
executing the surveys and improvements of 
western and northwestern rivers, ordered by 
| Congress, as may be necessary to the proper 
and diligent prosecution of the same, and the 
| persons so employed may be allowed a rea- 
sonable compensation for their services, not to 


exceed the sum of three thousand dollars per | 


annum, 
Arprovep, March 29, 1867. 


No. 28.—A Resolution for the Relief of the 


States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 


issue supplies of food sufficient to prevent 
| starvation and extreme want to any and all 
| classes of destitute or helpless persons of the 
people in those southern and southwestern 
States where a failure of the crops and other 
causes have occasioned wide-spread destitu- 
tion; that the issues be made through the 
Freedmen’s Bureau, under such regulations 
as the Secretary of War shall prescribe. 
to that end the Secretary of War is hereby 
authorized and directed, through the Commis- 
sioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau, to apply so 
much as he may deem necessary for the pur- 
poses aforesaid of the unexpended moneys 
heretofore appropriated to supply freedmen 
and refugees with provisions or rations: Pro- 





And it | 
shall be lawful for any of the said judges of | 
election to administer oaths in all cases relat- | 
ing tothe duties assigned them by law, and any | 


for the Freedmen’s Bureau. 
Avrrovepb, March 30, 1867. 
| No. 29.—A Resolution authorizing the Trans- 


Purchase of Seeds and their Distribution in 
the Southern States. 


‘| fer of certain Funds, and providing for the 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 


| Congress assembled, That the sum of fifty thou- 


sand dollars is hereby transferred from the 
funds in charge of the Commissioner of the 
Bureau of Freedmen, Reftgees, and Aban- 
doned Lands, and placed to the credit of the 
Department of Agriculture; and that said sum 
shall be used, under the direction of the Com- 
missioner of Agriculture, for the purchase of 
seeds of improved varieties of vegetables and 
cereals, and their distribution in the southern 
| States. 


| Approvep, March 30, 1867. 


No. 30.—A Resolution directing the Secre- 


Equipments to the State of Tennessee. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War 
be, and he is hereby, directed to furnish arms 
and equipments to the State of Tennessee, 
sufficient for ten thousand militia, to be ac- 
counted for by the State of Tennessee to the 


| Government of the United States. 


Approvep, March 30, 1867. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- | 


Destitute in the Southern and Southwestern | 


be, and hereby is, empowered and directed to | 


And || 


vided, That the expenditure shall not extend | 
beyond eee emer ray" already made | 








[March 30, 


No. 31.—Joint Resolution suspending al] Pro. 
ceedings in relation to Payment for Slaves 
Drafted or received as Volunteers in the 
Military Service of the United States. ' 
Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep. 

resentatives of the United States of America in 

| Congress assembled, That all further proceed. 
| ings under the twenty-fourth section of the 

_act of Congress approved February twenty. 

fourth, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, ‘to 
award compensation to the masters of slaves 
drafted into the military service of the United 
States, and award compensation to persons to 
| whom colored volunteers may owe service,” 
/and under the second section of the act ap- 
proved July twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-six, ‘‘making appropriation for pay- 
ment to persons claiming service or labor from 
| colored volunteers or drafted men,’’ be, and 
the same are hereby, suspended. And the Sec- 
retary of War is directed to dissolve the com- 
missions appointed under the said sections, 
and make payment to the commissioners and 
clerks for the services rendered, upon their 
making report of their proceedings to the War 
Department. 


Arrrovep, March 80, 1867. 


No. 32.—Joint Resolution providing for the 
Ixpenses of carrying into full effect an Act 
entitled ‘*An Act to provide for the more 
efficient Government of the Rebel States.”’ 


Beit resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
| resentatives of the United States of America in 
| Congress assembled, Vhat suflicient money is 
hereby appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to defray 
the expenses of carrying into full effect in all 
its parts an act entitled ‘* An act to provide for 
the more eflicient government of the rebel 
States,’’ passed March two, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-seven, with all its supplementary 
ucts: Provided, That the amount shall not 
exceed five hundred thousand dollars. 


Arproven, March 30, 1867. 





ono 


No. 33.—A Resolution to authorize the Com- 
manding General of the Army to permit 
Traders to remain at certain Military Posts. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 

sentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the Commanding 

General of the Army shall be authorized to 

permit a trading establishment to be main- 

tained after the first day of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-seven, at any military post on 
the frontier, not in the vicinity of any city or 
town, and situated at any point between the 
one hundredth meridian of longitude, west 
from Greenwich, and the eastern boundary of 
the State of California, when, in his judgment, 

such establishment is needed for the accom- 
| modation of emigrants, freighters, and other 
citizens: Provided, That after the commissary 
department shall be prepared to supply stores 
to soldiers, as required by law, no trader, per- 
mitted to remain at such post, shall sell any 
goods kept by the commissary department to 
any enlisted men: And provided further, That 

| such traders shall be under protection and mil- 

itary control as camp followers. 


Approved, March 30, 1867. 





‘ ion f || No. 834.—A Resolution for the Purchase of 
tary of War to furnish certain Arms and | 


| Lands adjoining the Navy- Yard at Brooklyn. 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Repre- 
| sentatives of the United States of America in 

Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 

Navy be authorized to complete the purchase 
| of the property adjoining the New York navy- 
yard, known as the Ruggles property, without 
| the previous assent of the State of New York: 
| Provided, The title is otherwise approved by 

the Attorney General. 

Arrrovep, March 80, 1867. 
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No. 38 —Joint Resolution authorizing the Se eral acts providing for the more efficient gov- | eral be, and he is hereby. authorized to extend 
retary of the Navy to admit to examination | ernment of States, 1 his objee- | and improve the mail steamship service to 
‘e Evans for admission to le tions r , the House of Representatives | Japan and ¢ ted by act of Febru 
al Academy in September next, proceeded, in pursuance of the Constitution, ary seventeenth, eighteen hundred and sixty E 
Rep esolved by the Senate and House of Rep- || to reconsider the same; an l five, by establishing regular mail connections 4 
ica in rese ves ort 7 Unii l States of Am ried in Resolved, That the joint resolution do pass, with such other seaports in China and Japan 
ceed- Con Wess Asst mbled. That the Secretary of the || two thirds of the House of Lepresentatives as will, in his judgement, promote the useful 
t the Navy be, and he is hereby, authorized to ex- “greeing to pass the same. ness and efliciency of the mail service estab 
enty- amine for admission to the Naval Academy, Attes EDWD. McPHERSON, lished by said act: Provi hat such exten 
» to in September next, Morris Rice [Evans, in the ( t H. R. U.S. |) sions and improvements f the service are 
slaves same manner as though he had presented him . i: made without additional expense to the Gov 
nited self in June, as provided by regulation. Ix Tur Senate oF THE Unitep States, || ernment. 
ee Approven, July 19, 1867. July 19, 1867. Aprroven, July 20, 1867 
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ice, he ving proceeded, in pursuance 
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‘t ap- 





reconsider the resolu- 


No. 39.—Joint Resolution to carry ito effect 





ndred he eral Acts providing for the more effi- “on entitled ‘‘ Joint resolution to carry into |; No. 41.—A Resolution declaring Sympathy 

, the several Acts providing fo e more eth- ~ , ~ : . : > . . P a ‘ 
r pay- = ' . > : etfect the several acts providing for the more wit 2 Suffering People of Crete 
Sore cient Government of the Rebel States. } ¢! } 1s 9 aphasia pty ro 
ethcient government of the rebel States,’’ re- : ; 

oe Resolved by the Nenate and House of epre 


1, and 3e it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
> Sec- résentatives of the United States of America in 


com- Congress assembled, That, for the purpose of 


turned to the House of Representatives by the 
President of the United States, with his objec- 
| 


vy the H 


° e ot . ’ : 

sentatives of the United States of America in 
1 7 » of \ 

d . > Congress assemol d, ‘That the people of the 

tions, and sent ouse of hepresent- Un; Sa a at /er 

‘ . nited States feel a strong sympathy with the 


. omers ; ‘e t} above-nal ets . ‘ 
tions, carrying into effect the above-named a tS. | atives to the Sens with the message of the a of ae eee oe oe 
Ss and there be appropriated, out of any money in the President returt the resolution: peopte oO rete, constituting a part of the 
. = i s ‘ t ~ ‘i aa SoU ‘ . = 





Greek family to which civilization owes so , 
such; that they are pained by the report of 


1e present sufferings of this interesting peo 


their Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the sum Resolved, that the resolution do pass, two 
> War of one million dollars. D> rt —— thirds of the Senate agreeing to pass the sam 
SCHUYLER COLFAX, Attest: J. W. FORNEY OG 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. Secretary, || Pie; and they unite in the hope that this declar- 
B. F. WADE. on, which they feel it their duty to make, will 


By W. J. MeDON ALD, 





President of the Nenate nro tempore. ei an oe “ > be favorably cons de re l ry the Crovernment 
r the ; . ioe Chief Clerk. || of Turkey in determining its policy toward 
m Act [x tHe Hovsr or Representatives, U. S., | No. 40.—Joint Resolution authorizing exten- || Crete. 
more July 19. 1867 sions of the Mail Steamshin Service between Sec. 2. And be it further rescleed, That i 
ro The President of the United States having the United States and China and Japan. shi Il be the duty of the Pr dent tthe Uni 
f Rep returned to the House of Representatives, in Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep ted States to communicate this resolution te 


o) 


‘tea in which it originated, the resolution entitled | resentatives of the United States of America in |, Government of | 
hey 1s ‘‘ Joint resolution to carry into effect the ser Conaqress assembled, That the Postmaster Gen APPROVED, July 20, 1867 
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Passed at the First Session. 


until Saturday, 


Noveuber, A. D. 1867: 


ANDREW Jounson, President. 


Crap. XIX.—An Act for the Relief of John 
Perry. 

Be it enacted by the Senateand Houseof Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America tn 
Congress assembled, That the provisions of the 
act supplementary to the several acts relating 
to pensions, approved June six, eighteen hun- 
dred and sixty-six, shall apply to John Perry, 
of Illinois, a pensioner, by virtue of a special 
act approved March third, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-nine. 

Approvep, March 29, 
—An Act for the Relief of 

ard Busteed, Jr. 

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby authorized and directed to 
cause to be paid to Richard Busteed, jr., late 
vaptain of Battery C, Chicago Light Artillery, 
the sum of twelve hundred and forty-seven 
dollars and sixty-six cents, being the pension of 
a captain from the seventh day of November, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-one, the date of 
his honorable discharge from the service, until 
the thirtieth day of January, eighteen hundred 
and sixty-seven, the date from which a pension 
has been granted him. 

APPROVED, March 30, 1867. 


1867. 


Cuap. XXYV. Rich- 


Cuap. XXVI.—An Act supplementary to an 
Act for the Relief of Hiram Paulding, Rear 
Admiral of the United States Navy. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That there be appropri- 
ated out of any money in the Treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, a sufficient sum to pay 
the claim of Rear Admiral Hiram Paulding, as 


PRIVATE ACTS 


which was begun and held at the 
Monday, the 4th day of March, A. D. 1867; 
meet on Wednesday, the 3d day of July, A. D. 
the 20th day of said 
met on the said 21st day of November. 


BENJAMIN I* 





Or Tile 


UNITED STATES. 


L867 . The 
July. On whic h 


W ADE, President of 


House of Representatives. 


the 


provided tor by an act of Congress at the last 
the said sum not to exceed three 
thousand six hundred and fifty-three dollars 
and ninety-two cents. 

APPROVED, March 80, 1867. 


session, 


Cuarp. XXXI.—An Act for the Relief of 
Malinda Harmon, of the 
and State of Tennessee, 
Harmon. 


> 2 22 . 
Be it enact adbythe 


County of Greene, 


widow of Jacob 
Senate and House 
re sentatives of the Unite l States of 
Conare ss assemble . Tha 
act tor the relief of Matilda Harmon, of the 
county of and State of 
widow of Jacob Harmon,”’ 
thirty-one, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, 
be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 2. And be it Surther enacted, That the 
Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to place the name of Malinda Har- 
mon, of the county of Greene, and State of 
Tennessee, widow of Jacob Harmon, on the 
pension-roll, at the rate of eight dollars per 
month, to commence on the seventeenth ie 
of December, eighteen hundred and sixty-one, 
and to continue during her widowhood. 

APPROVED, July 19, 1867. 


»f Ren- 
Ame ricain 
t the act entitled *‘An 


jennessee, 


approved January 


’ 
Greene, 


RESOLU’ T [ON 


No. Joint Resolution directing the Secre- 
tary of the Interior to suspend the execution 
ofa law passed by the Thirty-Ninth Congress 
for the Relief of the Heirs of John E. 





30. 


Bouligny. 

seit resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
America in 
That the Secretary of the 


resentatives of the United States of 


Conaress assé? rhle d. 


City of Washington, in the 
was adjourned on Saturday, the 30th day of March, A. D. 
on the said 3d day of 
day it adjourned to meet on Thu 
and ended the 


Senate. 


OF THE FORTIETH CONGRESS 


District of Columbia, on 


S67, to 


niinued in session 


July, and ( 


rsda Me. the 


2 Lost day of 


2d day of Dece mnrbe P's A. D. L867. 


ScHUYLER CoLPAX. Speaker of the 


Interior be directed to suspend the execution 
: tee gh Ses ne 

of the act entitled ‘‘An act for the relief of the 

heirs of John E. Bouligny,’’ approved March 

eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, until 

the further order of C 
APPROVED, Ma 


second, 
ongress. 


rch 30, 1867 


No. 36.—Joint Resolution to authorize the pay- 
ment of Rev. C. B. Boynton, as Chaplain of 
the House of Representatives of the Fortieth 


Congress. 


Be itresolved hy i 7 Senate an Hou eof Rep 
e ed States of America in 
Congress asse sed Phat the Rey. Charles B. 
Boynton is authorized to draw the amount 
appropriated by an act entit < ‘*An act making 
appropriations for the legislative, executive, 
and judicial expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the thirtieth of June, eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight,”’ to the payment of 
the Chaplain of the House for the Fortieth 
Congress. 
APPROVED, 


resentatives of the itd 


March 30, 1867. 


No. 37.—Joint Re 
clad Monitor ‘ 


solut ion relative t t 
Camanche.’”’ 


o the iron- 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That there shall be, and 
hereby is, appropriated for the purpose of pays” 
ing Donahue, Ryan, and Secor, for losses sus- 
tained by them in the construction of the mon- 
itor ‘‘ Camanche,’”’ thesum of one hundred and 
seventy-nine thousand dollars; and the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury is hereby directed to pay 
the same out of any moneys in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated. 

ArproveD, March 30, 1867. 





